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What’s Inside

By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator

Throughout the years, the Little
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indi-
ans and the Harbor Springs Public
Schools have cultivated a collabora-
tive working relationship. 

The two governmental entities
further strengthened that working re-
lationship when the Harbor Springs
Public Schools’ Board of Education
held its regularly scheduled meeting
on February 9 in the Tribal Court-
room at the LTBB Governmental
Center in Harbor Springs, MI. 

The monthly meetings are nor-
mally held at Harbor Springs Middle
School. The board plans to hold reg-
ular meetings at the governmental
center in the future. 

Tribal Chairman Frank Et-
tawageshik welcomed the board
members and thanked them for their
cooperation. 

“I’ve received positive feedback
about it,” said Education Director
Melissa Claramunt who attended the
meeting. “They liked the change of
venue, they liked the good feelings
here, and they liked the welcoming
atmosphere. 

“We saw this as another oppor-

tunity to work collaboratively with
the school district. We’re very fortu-
nate to have a school district so willing
to work with us. The opportunities to
collaborate continue to grow.”

Harbor Springs Public Schools
Superintendent Mark Tompkins
thanked the tribe for its hospitality. 

“It’s important to get out of our
shell and to be in the community,”
Tompkins said. 

LTBB representatives had previ-
ously attended a Board of Education
meeting after there was an incident
involving Native and non-Native stu-
dents at a Harbor Springs Public
School. 

“We had attended the meeting
to discuss the incident, and the board
was receptive to us,” Claramunt said.
“We wanted to be pro-active about
it.” 

While at a National Indian Edu-
cation Association (NIEA) national
conference, Claramunt had attended
a session which discussed ways tribal
governments and school boards could
forge a stronger working relationship. 

“We talked about ways to
strengthen a good working relation-
ship, and that was one of them,” Clara-
munt said of hosting a school board
meeting at a tribal building. 

Harbor Springs High School
worked collaboratively with the Edu-
cation Department, the Language
Program and the Archives, Records
and Cultural Preservation Depart-
ment to establish the first Anishi-
naabemowin Language Class offered
in a Michigan high school for gradu-
ation credit. The class was first offered
in the 2007-2008 school year, and it
was offered again in the 2008-2009
school year. Doreen Peltier, a fluent
speaker who is a member of the Wik-
wemikong First Nation in Manitoulin
Island, Ontario, Canada, is the in-
structor for the class.

“It’s great to have this going on
here,” Harbor Springs Public Schools
Board of Education President Rob
Furhman said of the language class.
“I am very impressed with the efforts
of everyone involved with it.”

During the meeting, Cheryl Hal-

LTBB STRENGTHENS COLLABORATIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH HARBOR SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS BY HOSTING HARBOR SPRINGS BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator

When LTBB applied for a Na-
tive American Career Technical Edu-
cation Program (NACTEP) grant
from the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, it included a cultural compo-
nent.  

After receiving the five-year, $2.1
million NACTEP grant, LTBB cre-
ated the Waganakising Odawa Career
and Technical Education Program
(WOCTEP) and partnered with
North Central Michigan College
(NCMC) to offer certificate pro-
grams in Entrepreneurship, Nurse
Aide, Medical Assistant, Phlebotomy
and New Media. 

One of the requirements of re-
ceiving a WOCTEP certificate is
completing Sociology 115, Anishi-
naabek Culture.

The new, one-credit course is
open to all NCMC students and was
first offered in the 2009 Winter Se-
mester. It will likely be offered again in
the 2009 Fall Semester. 

Half of the 28 students in the
class are enrolled in the WOCTEP
Program. Education Director Melissa
Claramunt is the instructor of record,
but she said her role was to coordinate
the Native presenters who shared as-
pects of their Native culture with the

Native and non-Native students.
“It makes the certificates unique,”

Claramunt said of the cultural com-
ponent. “It gives students an under-
standing of the cultural and economic
contributions of the tribe. Also, when
they work with or help Native people
within the general community, they’ll
have a better understanding of where
Native people are coming from.

“The college was surprised by the
enrollment numbers for a first-time
class.”

The course description states the
topics covered in the four class periods
include the origin, culture, tradition
and language of the Anishinaabek
people. The course also covers histor-
ical and current issues of the tribe.

The first, third and fourth classes
were held at the NCMC campus in
Petoskey, MI, on January 23, February
20 and March 6. The second class was
held at the LTBB Governmental Cen-
ter in Harbor Springs, MI, on Febru-
ary 6. 

The class at the governmental
center began with Cultural Advisor
Tony Davis speaking to the students
in the fire pit area and smudging.
Davis spoke on the Four Directions,
the Circle of Life and other Native
topics. 

“When we start anything, we
start it with a prayer,” Davis said. “We

can’t start anything without the Cre-
ator and his spiritual guidance. Any-
time we start anything spiritual, we
smudge. We have four medicines, but
I am using sage. I was taught sage
helps us to clear the mind and take in
those good words and feelings so we
can better understand those words.
We need to purify ourselves to prepare
ourselves for what we are about to do.”

Davis concluded by sharing a
joke with the students.

“Laughter is spiritual; it heals,”
Davis said. “It’s why we’re here after

500 years.”
Claramunt said it was an oppor-

tunity to educate the students there is
no separation of church and state in
the Native culture. 

“We wanted to show the stu-
dents the tribal community starts
events with a smudging,” Claramunt
said. 

The students then returned to
the Tribal Courtroom where Tribal
Administrator Albert Colby, Jr. spoke
on tribal history and government. 

The first half of the class con-

cluded with a panel of LTBB Gov-
ernmental Employees who briefly dis-
cussed some of the services and pro-
grams the tribe offers tribal citizens.
There was also a question and answer
period. The majority of the questions
were for the Law Enforcement De-
partment and the Natural Resource
Department. 

Employees included Natural Re-
source Director Doug Craven, Tribal
Court Administrator Bernadece
Kiogima, Chief Law Enforcement
Officer Jeff Cobe, Health Educator
Regina Brubacker-Carver, Archives
Technician Yvonne Walker-Keshick
and Claramunt.  

After a short break, PEACE Co-
ordinator Kristy Dayson started the
second half of the class by speaking of
various tribal gatherings. Dayson, a
jingle dress dancer, talked about pow
wows and shared the origin of the jin-
gle dress as it was told to her. She also
had various cultural items (a quill box,
a dream catcher, a shawl, a jingle dress,
a finger-woven belt, a hand drum, etc.)
with her and had a collage of photos
showing various tribal gatherings.   

Brubacker-Carver spoke about
some of the health issues facing Native
people today. 

Research & Repatriation Assis-
tant Eric Hemenway spoke on tribal

THROUGH WOCTEP, LTBB COLLABORATES WITH NORTH CENTRAL MICHIGAN COLLEGE IN PETOSKEY, MI, TO ESTABLISH NEW ANISHINAABEK CULTURE COURSE

“Hosting” continued on page 5.

Cultural Advisor Tony Davis spoke to the students at the February 6 class held at LTBB.  

“WOCTEP” continued on page 6.
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Being Odawa is all about Freedom

The freedom to be a part of a people, who with integrity and pride, still have and speak our language. The freedom in common with
all other Odawak the customs, culture and spirituality of our ancestors. The freedom we have today we will bring to the future
through unity, education, justice, communication and planning. We will reach out to the next seven generations by holding to cul-
tural values of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth. We will utilize our tribal assets to provide the nec-
essary tools to become successful, hard-working community members who proudly represent our culture. With these values we will
move the tribe forward.

Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of the LTBB Mission Statement
Dbendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aaw’iing. Geyaabi gdaa’aana miinawa gda’nwemi. Anishnaabemowin, maanda egishkaago’iing
dbendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwa wiimnaaadendiziyin. Gdabendaanaa dbendiziwin kina gwaya Odawak nasaap
eyaamjik, maanda naakniewinan, maadiziwin miinwa mnidoowaadziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik debendamowaad. Maanda dbendizi-
win eyaamiing nangwa, gaanamaajiidona niigaan ezhi bezhigoyiing, kinomaadwin, dbakinigewin, giigidowin miinwa naakinigewin.
Gaazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadziwin waabii’aamigak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiiten-
daakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendmowin, aakde’ewin, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwa debwewin. Ganakaazi-
naa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing nakaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishiabek enaapshkaamwaad
maanda gbimaadziwinaa. Ninda eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

The Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, but we can-
not run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we have a newsletter and
not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.

The deadline for the May issue of Odawa Trails is March 23.
You can e-mail, fax or call your submissions in to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov, fax them to 231-242-1430 or call them in at 231-

242-1427. Please only call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

Annette VanDeCar

Communications 

Coordinator
231-242-1427

David K. Burks

Pre-Press Graphics 

Specialist
231-242-1429
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The LTBB Communications Department wishes everyone a Happy Easter on April 12. 
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TRIBAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
AND WEBSITE INFORMATION

LTBB Governmental Website www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov

Tammy Gasco, Receptionist 231-242-1400
1-866-652-5822

Tribal Administration
Melissa Wiatrolik, Administrative Assistant 242-1420

Tribal Council/Legislative Office
Mike Smith, Administrative Assistant 242-1406

1-866-972-0077

Tribal Chairman’s Office
Lisa Flynn, Administrative Assistant 242-1401

Accounting Department
Vacant, Assistant 242-1440
Mandy Ragland, Purchasing Technician/Contracts 242-1439

Archives and Records Department
Michael L. Lyons, Administrative Assistant 242-1450

Commerce Department
Theresa Keshick, Assistant 242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar, Coordinator 242-1427
David K. Burks, Pre-Press Graphics Specialist 242-1429

Cultural Preservation Department
Eric Hemenway, Research/Repatriation Assistant 242-1451

Education Department
Beverly Wemigwase, Administrative Assistant 242-1480

Elders Program
Kathy McGraw, Assistant 242-1423

Enrollment Department
Linda Gokee, Administrative Assistant 242-1521

Environmental Services Department
Regina Gasco, Assistant 242-1574

Facilities Department
Steve Clausen, Manager 242-1532

Grants Department
Julie Kauppila, Writer 242-1560

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, Director 242-1597

Health Department
Gwen Gasco, Administrative Assistant 242-1611
Health Clinic 242-1700
Contract Health 242-1600
Community Health  (Transportation) 242-1601
Dental Clinic 242-1740
Tina Shawano, Maternal Child Health Outreach 242-1614

Housing Department
Margaret Gasco, Administrative Assistant 242-1540

Human Resources Department
Vacant, Administrative Assistant 242-1555

Human Services Department
Theresa Chingwa, Administrative Assistant/Intake Worker 242-1621

Language Program
Carla McFall, Coordinator 242-1454
Isabelle Osawamick, Instructor 242-1459
Doreen Peltier, Instructor 242-1528

Law Enforcement Department
Tribal Police 242-1500

Legal Department
Su Lantz, Assistant 242-1407

MIS Department
Mark Tracy, Director 242-1531

Natural Resource Department
Debra Smithkey-Browne, Administrative Assistant 242-1670

Odawa Enterprise Management
Susan Swadling, Assistant 242-1582

PEACE Program
Kristy Dayson, Coordinator 242-1528

Planning, Zoning and Building Department
Ellie Payton, Administrative Assistant 242-1581

Substance Abuse/Mental Health Department
Pat Boda, Administrative Assistant 242-1640
Jennifer Wilson, Office/Intake Coordinator 242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking Program
Linda Harper, Clerk 242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Office
Carla Steingold, Office Manager 242-1475

Youth Services Department
Joe Lucier, Coordinator 242-1593
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April 1
Loretta Cook
John Kenoshmeg, Sr.

April 2
Evelyn Andrews
Vicki Emery
Kathleen Guzinski
Marilyn Hume
Betty Peacock
Mark Wabanimkee

April 3
William Denemy
George  Nedeau

April 6
Ricky Reiter
Steven Shenoskey

April 7
Larry Cartwright
Thomas Nonqueskwa
James Tepakeyah

April 8
Mitchell Baker, Sr.
Rose Newman

April 9
Evangeline Badgero
Mary Quick
Wayne Stine
Sharon Tracey

April 11
Christine Haines

Laverne Bottoms
Richard Kilborn
Norman Rittenhouse, Sr.

April 13
Janice Grooms
Magdalene Kosequat
Vernon Lasley
Willie Rawls, Jr.

April 14
Kevin Barry

April 15
Sharon Duffey
Karl Kilborn
Jacqueline Myers

April 17
Michael Crossett
Susan Grech
Merle Hansen

April 19
Frank Ettawageshik
Thelma Fisher

April 20
Catherine Laba
Linda Steinman

April 21
Richard Hays

April 22
Wanda Carr
Harold Salter

April 23
Jean Boda
Roy Miron
Elmer Shananaquet

April 24
Mary Bowers
William A. Denemy
Sarah VanDeCar

April 25
Gary Kaestner

April 26
James Gasco

April 27
Nellie Harmon

April 28
Christina Chrysler
Donald Houghton
Alfred Sprague

April 29
Michael Anthony
Edna Caron
Elsie Carson

April 30
Donnie Case
Robert Kaestner
James Keway
Larry Lacroix
Judith Smith
Pauline Walker
Catherine Wright
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Students in our Harbor Springs High School language class created car-
toons using language on their own for their teacher, Doreen Peltier. The one fea-
tured this month is by Tyler Laughlin. Translation: “Okay, I’m going to sugar
bush.”; “Oh my, there’s no sap.”; “Where is the sap?”; “I just don’t know.”

Submitted by the Language Pro-
gram

Baatiinad gwaya gemiigwech-
wendigiba maampii Mshiikenh Mnis
maadziiyiing.  

Niibna nibiish geyaabi
gdaa’aanaa zhinda nikeyiing akiing.
Baatiinok maampii akiing eyaasgook
enjishiing nibiish waamnikweng.  

Aakwaziigamigong ge’e
gdizhaami giishpin aakwaziiyiing.
Aanin bimaadizijik oode endaajik
nbaneyiing akiing, kaawii daa’ansi-
inaa’aa gego zhoonyaa wiizhaa’aad 

aakwaziigamigong pii aakwazi-
waad.  Niibna nbo’ok ji-gdimaag-
waziwaad.

Weweni gwa zhinaagidoon wi-
igwaaman endaayiing.  Baatiinok bi-
maadizijik eyaasgwa wiigwaam
waadaa’aad.  Oode nikeyiing chi-
gaamiing enjinigaaziwaad bimaadiz-
ijik, niibna gwajiing daawok,

biingejiwok miinwaa bkadewok.
Kaawii zhinda gwaya daabkade-

sii zaam tenoon wiigwaaman wen-
pash miijim enjimiigweng.  Noonj
zhinkaadenoon nanda wiigwaaman.
Yaawok gwa zhinda wenpash enkiijik
naagdowendamowaad wi miijim
wenpash maagweng.

Kaawiii gweta nanda aawsinoon
gemiigwechwendigiba gwaya.  Baati-
inad sagwa ensabebezhigowiing eyaa-
maang waamiigwechwendimaang:
ezhingodwewaangizyiing,  gdobi-
noojiiminaanik, gbimaadiziwnaa,
nokiiwin, miinwaa niibna geyaabi
gego.  

There are many things that one
has to be thankful for while living
here on Turtle Island.  

We still have lots of water in this
part of the world. There are many on
this earth who do not have good
water to drink. 

We go to the hospital if we get
sick. Other people, who live on the
other side of the world, they do not
have money to go to the hospital
when they get sick. There are many
who die because of their poverty. 

Our houses that we live in look
good. Many people do not have a
house to live in. Over there, overseas
where there is poverty amongst peo-
ple, there are many who live outside;
they are cold, and they are hungry.   

Nobody will go hungry here be-
cause there are buildings that give free
food. These buildings have different
names. There are volunteers here that
take care of the free food that is given
away.

These are not the only ones that
one has to be thankful for. There are
many things that each and every one
of us are thankful for: Our family, our
children, our life, our work and still
many more things.  

BAATIINAD GWAYA GEMIIGWECHWENDIGIBA (THERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT ONE IS THANKFUL FOR) ANISHINAABEMOWIN LANGUAGE CARTOON BY TYLER LAUGHLIN
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I.H.S. - CHS coverage is not automatic. You must
be registered with CHS. Should you have an emergency
situation requiring you to obtain care at a non- I.H.S. fa-
cility such as urgent care or the emergency room, you
must notify the CHS office at 231-242-1600 within 72
hours of that visit. If you fail to do so, you will be held
responsible for the bill.

Eligibility Criteria:
• You must reside in the Contract Health Service

Delivery Area (CHSDA). 
• Be an enrolled member or descendent of the

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians or
be able to prove social or economic ties to the
community.

• A Native American claiming eligibility for CHS
has the responsibility to furnish the tribal pro-
gram with documentation to substantiate the
claim.

• You must have an active and complete file with
Contract Health before a reference number can
be given.

Remember!!!!
Indian Health Service Contract Health is not an en-

titlement program - not everyone is eligible. Know your
status before obtaining services.

Referrals:
Physicians write referrals when patients need medical

care that is not available in the Tribal Clinic. A referral is
not an implication the care will be paid by CHS. A patient
must meet eligibility criteria, medical priorities and use all
alternate resources available. 

If a referral is denied for CHS payment, the patient
may elect to obtain medical services at his or her own ex-
pense. In most cases, an approved referral is limited to
one medical appointment. Please call Contract Health
Services at 231-242-1600 prior to any follow-up ap-
pointments for approval to make sure your coverage is
still in effect.

Alternate Resources:
Contract Health Service is the payer of last resort.

When a patient has Medicare, Medicaid, Veterans Assis-
tance, Workman's compensation, private insurance or any
other coverage, it is considered the primary carrier.

Priority system:
Medical referrals are approved for payment by a

priority system.
The system has highest priority to approve condi-

tions related to life saving or potential death threatening
situations, then we approve by severity of condition.

The amount of funding we receive for CHS services
is limited. When we run out of money toward the end of
the year, then we have to be very strict on referral ap-
provals and may only have the funds to pay for emer-
gency conditions.

Important Facts You Should Know About Indian Health Service Contract Health Service
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facer, Director of Indian Education
for Harbor Springs Public Schools,
gave a presentation on Indian Educa-
tion and the Anishinaabemowin Lan-
guage Class. Part of the presentation
was a video featuring the Anishi-
naabemowin Language Class stu-
dents. The students introduced them-
selves in their Native language, and
some of the students performed a skit
using their Native language. Neewin
Wemigwase, who attended the meet-
ing and is a student in the class, ex-
plained what the students said in the
video. 

“Isn’t it something to be the
first?” Tompkins said. “It’s something
very positive to build on.”

LTBB also collaborated with
Harbor Springs Public Schools is the
Blackbird Literacy Night to be held

on March 5. A theme related to Na-
tive culture is being discussed for the
event. 

Claramunt presented the board
members with Our Land and Cul-
ture: A 200 Year History of Our Land
Use, a book compiled and printed in
November 2005 by LTBB. The book
was funded by a grant from the Indian
Land Tenure Foundation, and the
project director was Cultural Preser-
vation Director Winnay Wemigwase.
Wesley Andrews wrote the book, and
tribal youth assisted by conducting
elder interviews for it. 

Claramunt also presented them
with other reference materials such
as LTBB maps, the Seven Grandfa-
ther Teachings and a Medicine Wheel
page. 

Photo by Communications Coor-
dinator Annette VanDeCar. 

“Hosting” continued from cover.

LTBB (Walk-In)
Grief & Loss Support

And how to help people who are grieving

Community & Staff Members Welcome
Tuesdays - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

101 Greenwood Road
Petoskey, MI 49770

Facilitators:
Dr. Cheryl Samuels-McCue &
Chris LePage TLLP, LLMSW, CAAC
Refreshments Provided

For more information, call 231-242-1640 

Don’t forget to send in
your May birthday an-

nouncements  by 5 p.m.,
April 13. 

By e-mail, send to:
newsletter@ltbbodawa-

nsn.gov.
By phone, call Annette

VanDeCar at 231-242-1427
or David Burks at 231-242-

1429.



Submitted by the WOCTEP Pro-
gram

By now, most of you have prob-
ably heard about WOCTEP.  

The Waganakising Odawa Ca-
reer and Technical Education Pro-
gram (WOCTEP), operating under
a five-year, $2.1 million U.S. Depart-
ment of Education grant and part-
nering with North Central Michigan
College (NCMC) in Petoskey, MI,
began offering college-accredited
courses in summer 2008.  

WOCTEP offers certificates of
development in New Media, Entre-
preneurship, Phlebotomy, Certified
Nurse Aide and Medical Assistant.
These short certificates can be com-
pleted in as little as three part-time se-
mesters. 

They offer many advantages to
our students: Gaining useful skills
quickly makes you employable in
high growth job areas and provides a
strong foundation for lifelong learn-
ing. 

Program benefits include strong
student support from WOCTEP
staff, early registration opportunities,
need-based financial assistance and
an Anishinaabe cultural component
in all certificates (Please see the related
article about Sociology 115, Anishi-
naabek Culture, which appears on the
cover of this Odawa Trails newsletter).

The following is what two of our
students are saying about the program

and its classes: 
“I’ve always done arts and crafts,

but I wanted to develop the business
side of what I do,” Audrey Atkinson
said. “The Entrepreneurship program
gave me the basics to get started. The
ENT110 instructor worked with us
to develop a business plan. It showed
me things I never would have consid-
ered or thought of.”  

Regarding WOCTEP staff,
Atkinson said: “I like that they track
my progress, so I know where I’m at.
I’m taking other courses, but I like to
know that my Entrepreneurship cer-
tificate classes are being tracked. I like
the early registration for this pro-
gram; it’s easy to register.”

Another WOCTEP student,
Stacia Defeudis, said she chose New
Media because “it was a program that
offered flexibility in a field that had
never been offered before and that I
was deeply interested in.  I am learn-

ing something new and something
that is relevant now. New Media is
pertinent to today’s environment. It
is about having new skills that are cur-
rent, and that is extremely impor-
tant.”  

When asked, “What is the bene-
fit of being a WOCTEP student?”
Defeudis said, “This is a unique envi-
ronment; I feel very lucky to be in-
cluded in this program. It offers a
certain amount of diversity but still
feels inclusive and makes me feel part
of one community because we are all
working together.” 

If you are interested in enrolling

in classes in these certificate areas,
please call 231-242-1485 for more in-
formation.

The photos of Audrey Atkinson
and Stacia Defeudis appear courtesy of
the WOCTEP Program. 
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community group activities such as
maple sugar bushes, berry picking
camps, sweat grass picking, harvesting
birch bark, etc. 

The class concluded with an in-
formal talking circle where the stu-
dents shared their thoughts about the
class. 

At the first class, the students
took a cultural quiz as an icebreaker,
watched the “Journey to Sovereignty”
video and listened to guest speakers,
Hemenway and MSU Tribal Exten-
sion Educator Emily Proctor.  

At the third class, Tribal Chair-
man Frank Ettawageshik spoke on
the historical significance of the word
“Odawa,” how the tribe has econom-
ically sustained itself and how tribal
citizens have been successful entre-
preneurs. 

The fourth and final class in-
volved cultural activities. 

After each class, students were
required to write a reflective paper
about what was presented to them
during class. 

Course materials included Our
Land and Culture: A 200 Year His-

tory of Our Land Use, a book com-
piled and printed in November 2005
by LTBB, a recommended reading
list, a bibliography, Internet resources,
a map showing where the 12 federally
recognized tribes in Michigan are lo-
cated and other cultural items.  

Photos by Annette VanDeCar.

“WOCTEP” continued from cover.

WOCTEP STUDENTS SHARE SOME OF THE BENEFITS OF ENROLLING IN THE PROGRAM

WOCTEP student Audrey Atkinson  

WOCTEP student Stacia Defeudis 

By Annette VanDeCar, Communi-
cations Coordinator

The Youth Services Department,
the Education Department and the
PEACE Program partnered to spon-
sor the Second Annual LTBB Native
Youth Lock-In held at Harbor
Springs High School in Harbor
Springs, MI. 

The event, which drew approxi-
mately 110 youth from Pe-
shawbestown, MI, East Jordan, MI,
Boyne City, MI, Petoskey, MI, Har-
bor Springs, MI, Alanson, MI, Pell-
ston, MI and Cross Village, MI,
started at 5 p.m. on January 17, 2009
and concluded at 7 a.m. on January
18, 2009. 

Turtle Concepts gave a two-hour
presentation on positive lifestyle
choices and positive self-esteem. Ac-
cording to the Turtle Concepts web-
site, www.turtleconcepts.com, Turtle
Concepts provides training on vari-

ous subjects for people of all ages all
across the world with a real passion
for Aboriginal youth. The cross cul-
tural training includes developing
self-confidence and social skill build-
ing including leadership, communi-
cation and parenting. Dave Jones
(Ojibwe) of the Garden River First
Nation is the founder and owner of
Turtle Concepts.

Turtle Concepts also hosted a
dance for the youth in a nightclub like
setting. 

“It was an awesome dance; it was
the best dance I’ve been at,” Youth
Services Coordinator Joe Lucier said.
“They really made the kids feel spe-
cial. It had an Ultra Cool theme. 

“There was a VIP section, there
were bouncers at the door, there were
candles everywhere, and there were
dance platforms for the kids to dance
on. The kids had a great time.”

The youth also enjoyed sports
(basketball and dodge ball), watched
movies and played video games there. 

Cathy Davis provided the meals
at the event. 

Lucier wanted to thank PEACE
Coordinator Kristy Dayson and all of
the volunteers who helped to make
this event successful. 

● On February 4, 2009 and
March 18, 2009, the Youth Services
Department and the Community
Health Department sponsored Fam-
ily Sledding Party events at Kiwanis
Park in Harbor Springs. 

●On March 11, 2009, the Youth
Services Department sponsored a
LTBB Youth and Elders Dinner and
Dance at the Community Center lo-
cated north of Harbor Springs. Lucier
served as the DJ for the event.

● At the January 25 Tribal
Council meeting, LTBB Tribal Citi-
zens Sarah Schilling and Becca Lynn
gave a 15-minute presentation to
Tribal Council on their Phoenix, AR,
trip to the National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI) Annual
Convention in November 2008. 

Schilling and Lynn participated
in the Youth Track there, which in-
cluded workshops on tribal govern-
ment, tribal sovereignty, financial
planning, the 2008 Presidential elec-
tion, positive lifestyle choices, drug
and alcohol abuse and prevention and
tribal culture. 

They shadowed LTBB Tribal
Citizen Cynthia Biro, who partici-
pated in the NCAI Youth Commis-
sion as an Alternate Representative.
Biro served as an Alternative Repre-
sentative from 2006-2008.

“Cynthia took them under her
wing and showed them around,”
Lucier said. “I appreciate her doing
that.” 

Schilling and Lynn also visited
the Heard Museum, which specializes
in Native cultures and art, and
Rawhide Wild West Town, an 1880’s
Western Town, and attended a
Phoenix Suns basketball game on the
trip.      

The Youth Services Department
held an essay contest to determine the
two tribal youth selected to represent

LTBB as Youth Representatives there. 
Lucier wanted to thank Marvin

Mulholland for donating the money
used to purchase the Phoenix Suns
tickets. 

● The LTBB Hawks basketball
teams practice on Mondays and Tues-
days from 6-8 p.m. at St. Francis
Xavier School Gym in Petoskey. The
younger Hawks teams (13 and under)
practice on Mondays and the older
Hawks teams (14-17) practice on
Tuesdays. The boys and girls teams
practice at the same time. 

Larry Denemy coaches the older
Hawks teams while Bernadece
Kiogima and Jeannie Norris coach
the younger Hawks teams.

The teams’ first tournament is
April 4-5 in Mt. Pleasant, MI, and
they will play at another tournament
held on April 18-19 in Pe-
shawbestown. It is has not yet been
determined whether LTBB will host a
tournament this year.  

The photos appear courtesy of
Youth Services Coordinator Joe Lucier.  

DURING THE COLD WINTER MONTHS, TRIBAL YOUTH ENJOY A PLETHORA OF INDOOR ACTIVITIES

(From left to right) Dustin Grundy,
Yarrow Nowell and Devin Grundy are all
smiles at the LTBB Native Youth Lock-In.

Sarah Schilling (right) and Becca Lynn
(left) attended the NCAI Annual Conven-
tion last year. 

Research & Repatriation Assistant Eric
Hemenway was one of the class’ presenters.

Turtle Concepts hosted a dance for the youth at the LTBB Native Youth Lock-In event.

Connor Kroswek (McGraw) at the Family
Sledding Party held on February 4. 
Photo by Theresa Keshick.  
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By Theresa Keshick, Department of
Commerce Assistant

The first step in becoming a Res-
ident Tribal Member (RTM) is offi-
cially changing your address with the
Enrollment Department. All RTMs
are verified through Enrollment. En-
rollment in turn sends the Depart-
ment of Commerce (DOC)
notification of your status. Please
note on your Address Verification
Form (AVF) the township you reside
in. This alerts the Enrollment De-
partment for RTM status. When you
change your address with the Michi-
gan Secretary of State’s office, you will
be asked if you would like to register
to vote; by doing so, it will note the
township you reside in. Otherwise,
ask one of the Enrollment Depart-
ment staff when filling out your AVF.

Your RTM status does not be-
come effective until the first day of
the following month in which you
moved.  

Example: I changed my address
with the Enrollment Department on
May 3. My RTM status did not go
into effect until June 1.

It is VERY important you no-
tify Enrollment immediately when
you move into the Tax Agreement
Area (TAA). 

It is your responsibility to notify
Enrollment of any changes in address
or name; the DOC cannot backtrack
or backdate documents in order to
qualify for RTM status.

Being an RTM exempts you
from paying state sales tax on large
tangible items such as vehicles, boats,
snowmobiles and off the road vehi-
cles. It also applies to affixation to
your primary place of residence.
There is a form that needs to be filled
out to request a Tribal Certificate of
Exemption (TCE). The request for

this form (Request for TCE) can be
found on the LTBB website www.ltb-
bodawa-nsn.gov or by calling the
DOC at 231-242-1584. Tribal Form
3998, which is the actual Tribal Cer-
tificate of Exemption, may only be is-
sued by the DOC with certain
authorized signers. The signing order
is as follows:  DOC Assistant Theresa
Keshick, Tribal Administrator Albert
Colby, Jr., Vice Tribal Chairman Bill
Denemy, Sr. and Chairman Frank Et-
tawageshik (in the absence of DOC).    

Please note: All RTM updates
are sent to the State of Michigan on a
monthly basis as close to the end of

the month as possible. If you plan to
purchase a vehicle or do any remodel-
ing to your residence, please wait until
after your RTM status is effective
(after the first day of the following
month in which you moved); other-
wise, the State of Michigan will deny
your claim for a refund.  

Being an RTM also exempts you
from sales/use tax on utilities such as
phone, Internet, satellite, gas, electric,
propane and cellular service. Please
fill out the Residency Form for Tax
Agreement and return it to the ad-
dress noted on the bottom of the
form.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Resident Tribal Member Tax Information

Cross Village Twp. (all) Readmond Twp. (all)
Friendship Twp. (all) West Traverse Twp. (all)
Little Traverse Twp. (all) City of Harbor Springs (all)
Resort Twp. (partial) Bay Twp. (partial)
Hayes Twp. (partial) Bear Creek Twp. (all)
City of Petoskey (all)

City of Charlevoix (only NORTH of the bridge)

Resident Tribal Members are exempted from the following Michigan taxes:
1. Sales Tax (6% of retail price) via Form 4013 
2. Use Tax (6% of purchase price)
3. Income Tax (4% of Adjusted Gross Income)
4. Single Business Tax (1.9 % of the applicable tax base)
5. *Motor Fuel Tax (currently 32 cents per gallon unleaded and 28 cents per gal-

lon on diesel)
6. *Tobacco Product Tax (currently $2 per pack of cigarettes)

* All LTBB Tribal Members are entitled to the exemption on fuel and tobacco.
*The Motor Fuel and Tobacco Product Tax exemption is available at Biindigen
(tribal convenience store) located at 2169 U.S. 31 North in Petoskey, MI. 

*The Motor Fuel Tax exemption is also available at the BP station on the south
side of Petoskey, MI, near the Big Boy restaurant.
Please note:  Exemption for tobacco and fuel is for LTBB Tribal Citi-
zens ONLY!  Purchasing tax exempt fuel and tobacco for non-tribal cit-
izens is strictly prohibited!
Resident Tribal Member Annual Sales Tax Credit (MI Form 4013)

The Department of Commerce mailed out Tribal 4013’s (Resident Tribal Mem-
ber Annual Sales Tax Credit) in January.  Instructions were included with the form.  If
you have any questions regarding the form, please contact Department of Commerce
Assistant Theresa Keshick at 231-242-1584. These forms were mailed only to those
tribal members residing within the Tax Agreement Area.

How To Become a Resident Tribal Member (RTM)

Tax 
Agreement
Reminder

When moving into
t h e  L T B B  T a x
Agreement Area,
in order to become 
a Resident Tribal
Member, you must
c h a n g e  y o u r
address in writing
at the Enrollment
Department lo-
cated i n  t h e
L T B B Govern-
mental Center in
Harbor Springs,
MI. Your RTM
status will take ef-
fect on the f i rs t
day of  the fol-
lowing month in
which you moved. 

By Theresa Keshick, Department of
Commerce Assistant

During the month of February,
the following LTBB Tribal Citizen
filed a DBA through the Department

of Commerce:
A Basket Case located in Har-

bor Springs, MI, filed by Renee Was-
son Dillard.

Tribal Business Files Business Registration Certificate

LTBB Tribal Directories
The Enrollment Office has LTBB Tribal Directories for sale. The tribal

directory includes adults’ names and addresses of LTBB Citizens enrolled
prior to February 1, 2009, excluding undeliverable addresses and LTBB Cit-
izens requesting not to be included. 

Qualifications:
●Must include a copy of your tribal identification card
●A $5 money order or check payable to LTBB of Odawa Indians

Mail to:
LTBB of Odawa Indians
Attn: Enrollment Office

7500 Odawa Circle 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the Enrollment Office
at 231-242-1521 or 231-242-1520.
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Gaming Board of
Directors Meeting
10:30 a.m.

Palm Sunday

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental Center
Harbor Springs, MI
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Gaming Regulatory Commission Meeting
5:30 p.m.

NCMC Nish Class
6 p.m. - 7:50 p.m.

April Fools Day

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Election Board Work Session
6 p.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Gaming Regulatory Commission
Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Election Board Meeting
Lansing, MI
6 p.m.

Gaming Board of Directors Meeting
10:30 a.m.

Bay Mills Community College 
Immersion

Tribal Council Work Session
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental Center
Harbor Springs, MI
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Meet the Candidates Forum
Lansing, MI 
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Education Commission Meeting
10 a.m.

Bay Mills Community College Immersion

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

NCMC Nish Class
6 p.m. - 7:50 p.m.

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Natural Resource Commission Meeting
6 p.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

NCMC Nish Class
6 p.m. - 7:50 p.m.

Good Friday

LTBB Governmental Offices
Closed. 

Easter Sunday

Language Immersion at
Mshkikigamik

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

NCMC Nish Class
6 p.m. - 7:50 p.m.

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Citizenship Commission Meeting
5 p.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Tribal Council
Work Session
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental
Center
Harbor Springs, MI
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental Cen-
ter
Harbor Springs, MI
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Trust Fund Board Meeting
9 a.m.

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Earth Day

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Natural Resource Commission Meeting
6 p.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at
noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Election Board
Meeting
6 p.m.

Language Immersion at
Mshkikigamik
1 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Meet the Candidates
Forum
Commons Area
LTBB Governmental Center
1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Language Immersion at
Mshkikigamik
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language 
Immersion at
Mshkikigamik
8 a.m. - noon

Elders Luncheon at
noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Gaming Regulatory Commission
Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Sunday
(Name-Giizhigat)

Monday
(Ntam-Nokii Giizhigat)

Tuesday
(Niizho-Giizhigat)

Wednesday
(Nso-Giizhigat)

Thursday
(Niiwo-Giizhigat)

Friday
(Naano-Giizhigat)

Saturday
(Nwebi-Giizhigat)Z

I
I
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I
Z
I
S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

2019 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

April

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do Classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

NCMC Nish Class
6 p.m. - 7:50 p.m.
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By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator

Author Sue Harrison offers the
following invitation to readers on her
website www.sueharrison.com: “If
you are an adventurer, if you long for
the extraordinary, then you have cho-
sen well! Please accept my invitation
to travel in ancient lands where we
will plumb the depths of our
strengths to live lives far beyond the
usual.”

You can accept her invitation by
exploring her Ivory Carver Trilogy
and her Storyteller Triology, both
available at the LTBB Cultural Li-
brary located in the Education De-
partment at the LTBB Governmental
Center in Harbor Springs, MI. LTBB
Tribal Citizens can check out any of
her six novels for three weeks. 

The Ivory Carver Triology in-
cludes the novels, Mother Earth, Fa-
ther Sky, My Sister the Moon and

Brother Wind. 

Mother Earth, Father Sky 
Published in 1990, Mother Earth

Father Sky is the first novel of the
Ivory Carver Trilogy. It introduces
readers to Chagak, a young woman
who struggles to survive when she is
left alone after her family and her fel-
low villagers are slaughtered by a war-
ring tribe. 

The following is a School Library
Journal editorial review that appears
on the Amazon.com website: 

“(Sue) Harrison has gone back
9,000 years in time to tell the story of
Chagak, a young woman who strug-
gles to survive when her family and
village are slaughtered by the warlike
Short Ones. Her only ally is a crip-
pled recluse who offers her shelter on
his island. But, what can either of
them do when Chagak is demanded
in marriage by one of the men who
killed her family? Likely to be com-
pared to Jean Auel’s Earth’s Children
books, Harrison’s novel is constructed

on a much smaller scale, but her de-
piction of early American civiliza-
tions is nevertheless convincing.
Chagak is a believable and appealing
heroine; readers will care what hap-
pens to her.”

My Sister the Moon
Published in 1992, My Sister the

Moon is the sequel to Mother Earth,
Father Sky. 

The following is a School Library
Journal editorial review that appears
on the Amazon.com website:

“Set in the prehistoric Aleutian
Islands, this is a sequel to Mother
Earth, Father Sky (Doubleday,

1990). At her birth, Kiin’s father had
planned on killing her so his wife
might immediately produce a son.
She is saved, however, when the chief
claims her as the wife for his infant
son. Her life is one of difficulty and
abuse, her father beats her regularly
and gives her to traders for the night
to improve his exchanges, but her
inner strength enables her to survive
through the turbulent, stormy times.
This moving story keeps readers in its
grip because every hint of peaceful-
ness is upended by another difficulty.
Although readers will enjoy this novel
as much as its predecessor, it is more
disturbing as the excellent character-
izations involve readers significantly,
causing them to share the tense emo-
tional drama with Kiin.”

Brother Wind
Published in 1994, Brother

Wind is the final novel in the Ivory
Carver Trilogy. 

The following is a Publishers
Weekly editorial review that appears
on the Amazon.com website: 

“(Sue) Harrison completes her
prehistoric trilogy with this engross-
ing wrap-up of the harsh and dra-
matic adventures of Kiin, Samiq and
other Aleutian Islanders of 9,000
years ago. When her husband is killed
by Raven of the Walrus People tribe,

Kiin, an accomplished carver, is
forced to abandon both her own tribe
of the First Men and one of her twin
sons and return with the killer to his
village. In revenge, Samiq, chief
hunter of the First Men and brother
of the murdered man, seeks Raven’s
death. Meanwhile, Kukutux of the
tribe of Whale Hunters bewails her
own husband’s death and her subse-
quent life of abandonment. Playing a
pivotal role in bringing these stories
together is a selfish con artist, Waxtal,
who, banished from the First Men for
stealing spearheads and oil that he
trades for tusks to carve, vows revenge
on Samiq. Deceit leads to a series of
violent deaths culminating in a knife
fight back dropped by beach fires and
falling snow. Informed by Native
American legends, myths and tradi-
tions and replete with convincing
recreations of trading practices, seal
hunting and vision fasts, this novel of-
fers an emotionally compelling con-
clusion to a monumental saga.”

The Storyteller Trilogy includes
the novels, Song of the River, Cry of
the Wind and Call Down the Stars. 

Song of the River
Published in 1997, Song of the

River is the first novel in the Story-
teller Trilogy. 

The following is a product de-
scription that appears on the Ama-

zon.com website:
“Returning to the harsh and

breathtaking landscape she so vividly
recreated in her bestselling Mother
Earth, Father Sky, author Sue Harri-
son brings us the first book of her re-
markable Storyteller Saga. It is the
tale of Chakliux, abandoned as a baby
to die on the Arctic ice, only to be res-
cued and raised to manhood by K’os,
a cold and cunning woman seeking
vengeance on the men who defiled
her. At the age of 20, Chakliux occu-
pies an honored place as his tribe’s
storyteller, and is sent to a neighbor-
ing enemy village to secure the peace
by marrying the shaman’s daughter.
But, a shocking double murder sets
the storyteller on an extraordinary
journey across the frozen wastes in
search of the strange truth about the
offenses for which his people have
long suffered and about the hateful,
scheming woman who raised him,
who may turn out to be his most dan-
gerous enemy.”

Cry of the Wind
Published in 1998, Cry of the

Wind is the sequel to Song of the
River. 

The following is a Publishers
Weekly editorial review that appears
on the Amazon.com website:

“Book Two of the Storyteller
Trilogy continues Harrison’s tale of
intertribal warfare and its tragic con-
sequences some 80 centuries ago in
the stark and inhospitable land that is
present-day Alaska. In the Near River
Village, the Aleut healing woman
K’os swears vengeance against Fox
Barking, who had enslaved her after
his brutal rape left her unable to bear
children. Not even her adopted son,
Chakliux, the storyteller, is safe from
her obsessive need to avenge her mis-
ery. Chakliux, of the Cousin River
Village, has another problem as well.
He loves beautiful Aqamdax, who is
caught in a loveless marriage to the
cruel Night Man. The love between
Chakliux and Aqamdax and the dan-
gers they face as they try to elude K’os

form the central plot of this wide-
ranging tale. Harrison’s research is
clearly reflected in her meticulous at-
tention to details as disparate as the
careful sewing of a parka and the rit-
uals of a caribou hunt. Her characters
are based on ancient Native American
mythologies and storytelling tradi-

tions.”
Call Down the Stars 
Published in 2001, Call Down

the Stars is the final novel in the Sto-
ryteller Trilogy.

The following is a product de-
scription that appears on the Ama-
zon.com website:

“On that day of great terror and
sadness, the girl called Daughter es-
caped with her grandfather across the
icy North Pacific to find shelter on
the islands of the Whale Hunters.
But, peace was not to be their lot. For
here, the mad medicine woman, K’os,
was scheming vengeance against her
most despised enemy, the revered
warrior and statesman called Chak-
liux, her son. This young, innocent
female from a far-off place was the
key, the final, essential ingredient in a
demonic brew of suspicion, hostility
and forbidden love that K’os would
prepare with an expert hand to poi-
son the lives of those she hated and
would see dead.”

Harrison, a non-Native, grew up
in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan
in Pickford and is a 1968 graduate of
Pickford High School. She graduated
summa cum laude from Lake Supe-
rior State University in 1971 with a
Bachelor of Arts in English Language
and Literature. She lives in Pickford
with her husband and two children. 

Her books have been published
in 20 different countries and in South
America. She is currently working on
a new series. For more information on
Harrison and her books, please visit
her website at www.sueharrison.com. 

Graphics by Pre-Press Graphics
Specialist David K. Burks. 

SUE HARRISON’S NOVELS TRANSPORT READERS ON EPIC JOURNEYS TO PREHISTORIC PLACES
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From the Desk of the Tribal Chairman Frank Ettawageshik
February 22, 2009

Michigan Climate Action
Council (MCAC):  The last meeting
of the Michigan Climate Action
Council was held in Lansing, MI, on
January 28. We had one more confer-
ence call to discuss any corrections to
the final report before the report was
submitted in early March. If you are
interested in reading the report, you
can find the draft report at www.mi-
climatechange.us/stakeholder.cfm.
As this Council is ending, I was asked
to serve a short-term appointment on
the Great Lakes Wind Council
(GLWC). This was just created by
Governor Jennifer Granholm the sec-
ond week of February and is expected
to give its final report by September.
The GLWC will be collecting public
comments and reviewing criteria to
assess offshore installations of wind
turbines for electricity generation.

Bay Harbor:  On January 29, we
attended a series of meetings regard-
ing the environmental cleanup at the
Bay Harbor Development west of
Petoskey, MI (the former cement
plant site).  We met with U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency per-
sonnel, Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality personnel
and representatives from CMS En-
ergy in the afternoon for a briefing of
the progress and to present our con-
cerns and questions. In the evening,
we participated in a public forum
meeting at North Central Michigan
College in Petoskey at which approx-
imately 100 people attended.

Building Strong Sovereign Na-
tions Training:  The first training ses-
sion was held at Turtle Creek Casino
Hotel on February 4 and 5. For the
last several years, I’ve served on the
steering committee that has overseen
the development of this program by
the MSU Extension Service, the
MSU Native American Institute and
the Native American Law and Policy
Institute at the MSU Law School. I
attended the first day of this session
as a presenter on a leadership panel.
The reports were good on the train-
ing, and we expect it will be an annual
offering. The primary audience for
the training is newly elected or ap-
pointed tribal officials, but it will be
available on a broader scale as well.  

Boundary Waters Treaty Cen-
tennial Symposium:  I spoke on a
panel at this event held at the Wayne
State University Law School on Feb-
ruary 5. The 1909 Boundary Waters
Treaty was signed by the U.S. and
Canada and led to the development
of the Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement which sets forth a strong
environmental agenda to protect the
Great Lakes. Through the Chippewa
Ottawa Resource Authority
(CORA), we have participated in
several of the lake committees and
other organizations that have their
roots in this agreement. 

Michigan Ground Water Con-
servation Advisory Council (MG-
WCAC):  I attended the Michigan
Ground Water Conservation Advi-
sory Council meeting in Mt. Pleas-
ant, MI, on February 6. On Monday,
February 2, we held a tribally specific
informational session on the Water
Withdrawal Assessment Tool. The
tribal representatives who attended

provided considerable feedback to
the trainer on the strengths and
weaknesses of the application of the
assessment tool. This is part of Michi-
gan’s implementation process for the
Great Lakes Compact approved by
the U.S. Congress last fall.

Michigan Indian Education
Council (MIEC):  The Michigan In-
dian Education Council meeting for
February was in Lansing on the 13th.
I attended the meeting by telephone.
This year’s Critical Issues Conference
was held at the Soaring Eagle Inn
(formerly the Holiday Inn) in Mt.
Pleasant on March 12, 13 and 14. We
honored Dr. George Cornell with
this year’s Distinguished Service
Award at the opening banquet on
Thursday evening, the 12th.

CORA Meeting:  February’s
meeting was to be held at the Little
Bear Arena on the 19th. As of this
writing, no agenda had been distrib-
uted.

Resolutions and Statutes: I
have signed the grant funding resolu-
tions passed by Tribal Council at the
last meeting. I also signed the Tribal
Treasurer Responsibilities Statute
and the statute repealing the Health
Commission Statute.

I have vetoed the revised Tribal
Preference in Employment Statute.
While I agreed with nearly all of the
provisions in the statute, I felt a part
of the statute was in conflict with our
constitution. I also noted during the
public hearing held by Tribal Coun-
cil, there was strong support for in-
cluding spouses in the preference
statute, and this provision was not in-
cluded in the version Tribal Council
sent to me. 

Regulations:  We have submit-
ted regulations for the Welfare of
Adults Statute to the Tribal Council
Office for consideration.

Health Commission:  I at-
tended the final meeting of the
Health Commission on February 9. I
hand delivered a letter to the mem-
bers of the commission at the meet-
ing, thanking them for their service
to the tribe.

Odawa Enterprise Manage-
ment: We reported in the work ses-
sion at the last Tribal Council
meeting. We are working on a resolu-
tion to implement the discussion on
Bell’s Fishery which was concluded at
the work session.

Waganakising Odawa Devel-
opment, Inc:  We have been busy
working on the Nimkee Technolo-
gies, LLC projects. We have had con-
siderable activity regarding potential
solar energy installations. So far, we
still have not either spent or received
any significant amount of funds. We
have been working with the Michi-
gan Economic Development Corpo-
ration (MEDC) on its promotion of
alternative energy projects. We also
noted Governor Granholm’s State of
the State address in which she em-
phasized strong state support for al-
ternative energy production.

March 22, 2009
Letter from the Mackinac

Bands:  Article VII (A) of our consti-
tution provides in part that we will
acknowledge and maintain relations
with other peoples, nations and gov-
ernments who recognize the same in-

herent rights as we do in our consti-
tution and who recognize the sover-
eignty of the LTBB. We do not as yet
have a statute which establishes a
process for implementing this provi-
sion of our constitution. We recently
received a letter requesting support
from the Mackinac Bands as they
seek recognition separately from the
Sault Ste. Marie (SSM) Tribe of
Chippewa Indians. Because they are
eligible for citizenship in SSM, the
current federal law and regulations
provide they could not go through
the process of the Federal Acknowl-
edgement Office; under current reg-
ulations, they would have to seek
legislation. I’ve been told the Mack-
inac Bands number nearly 15,000
people. They have also told me they
have been studying our constitution
for ideas in the drafting of their own.
As this is a significant portion of the
SSM tribal membership, we would
need to research and consider this re-
quest carefully before taking action.  

MCAC:  The final meeting of
the Michigan Climate Action Coun-
cil has now taken place, and the final
version of the report is on the State of
Michigan website at www.miclimat-
echange.us/ewebeditpro/items/O46
F21226.pdf .  As I’ve reported before,
this report suggests to the state it ne-
gotiate and sign a Climate Change
Accord with the tribes. We prepared
a discussion draft and sent it to the
Tribal/State Forum meetings a cou-
ple of months ago.  Several minor
edits have been made by the tribal
staff participating in the forum calls,
and a final draft is now ready to cir-
culate to the Tribal Councils of the
12 tribes for approval. Assuming we
get the approvals, the Climate
Change Accord is scheduled to be
signed during the Tribal/State Sum-
mit on June 11, 2009. 

Midwest Alliance of Sovereign
Tribes (MAST):  On February 15-
18, MAST met for its annual Impact
Week in Washington, D.C. While
there, we made Capitol Hill visits to
the offices of several members of
Congress. The team I was on in-
cluded the MAST representative to
the National Indian Health Board,
Jessica Burger (the Little River Band
of Ottawa Indians Health Director).
We met primarily on Indian Health
funding issues, especially the dispar-
ity of funding for the Bemidji Area
tribes. We also worked on getting
support for the attempt in this new
Congress for the Reauthorization of
the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act.

Chairman Derek Bailey of the
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians, Chairman Joe
McCoy of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe
of Chippewa Indians and I met in
Congressman Bart Stupak’s office
(along with Chairman Jeff Parker of
the Bay Mills Indian Community on
a speaker phone; we spoke with
Ogema Larry Romanelli of the Little
River Band of Ottawa Indians just
after this meeting as I was not able to
get him on the phone for the meet-
ing). We had this special meeting to
work on additional funding for Great
Lakes fishing programs, and we also
talked about the request we have 

“From the Desk of the Tribal Chairman”
continued on page 12.
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Easter Coloring Contest rules
●Entries can only be submitted by snail mail or
dropped off at the LTBB Governmental Center
(address below). No exceptions!
●All entries must be the original size.
●All mailed entries must be postmarked by April 13,
2009. No exceptions!
●Limit one submission per child.
●Open to LTBB Community Citizens.
●Age categories are 3-7 and 8-12.
Submissions judged by Communications/Odawa
Trails staff with two winners being selected in each
age category.

Mailing Address:
Easter Coloring Contest

Attn: LTBB Communications Department
7500 Odawa Circle

Harbor Springs, MI 49740

KIDS! COLOR THE EASTER BUNNY AND YOU COULD WIN
A $20 WAL-MART GIFT CARD

You can read the April issue
of Odawa Trails online at
www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. 

Submitted by Environmental Serv-
ices Dept.

Aaniin! Welcome to Ask Baa-
paasaandip! Have you seen any of
these odd-looking bugs lately? You
might have seen them in the fall or
even in the winter inside buildings,
sometimes near windows. This is a
leaf-footed bug that is commonly
called the Western conifer seed bug, or
Leptoglossus occidentalis in Latin, and
is one of several species of “stink bugs”
found here in Michigan. Leaf-footed

bugs are nicknamed “stink bugs” be-
cause they secrete a smelly fluid to pro-
tect them from predators such as
birds, spiders and assassin bugs.

The Western conifer seed bug is a
relatively recent arrival from the west
coast that is spreading its range east,
and was only just recently docu-
mented here in Michigan in 1990.
Leaf-footed bugs go through egg,
nymph and adult phases.  They feed
on scotch pine, red pine, and white
pine.  Most leaf-footed bugs are herba-
ceous and have piercing and sucking
mouth parts that let them suck the
juices and sap from plants, while other
predatory leaf-footed bugs may go af-
ter caterpillars, grasshoppers and other
insects for prey. They have the poten-
tial to pierce skin, although they rarely
do.  If you happen find them in your
house, don’t worry – they need to have
live plants to feed on and won’t cause
any harm to you or your home. 

Other similar looking bugs in-
clude the box-elder bug and the squash
bug - both of which are scentless and
considered pests. 

Please see the Ask Baapaasaandip!
advertisement that appears on page
18 of this Odawa Trails newsletter. 

BAAPAASAANDIP (KNOW IT ALL) ANSWERS YOUR PRESSING SCIENCE QUESTIONS

leptoglossus occidentalis (aka Western
conifer seed bug)
Picture taken by Tom Eisele, The Backyard
Arthropod Project

Squash bug 
Picture from:
www.veg-
edge.umn.ed
u/vegpest/cu
cs/sqadult.cjp
g

Box-elder
bug 
Picture
from:
www.edupic
.net
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Michigan

April 4-5
37th Annual Ann Arbor Dance for
Mother Earth Pow Wow
Saline Middle School Fieldhouse in
Saline, MI
Contact Information: Conner
Sandefur at 734-565-8670 or  pow-
wow_committee@yahoo.com

May 2
American Indian Festival
Algonac Elementary in Algonac,
MI
Contact Information: 810-989-
2727 or e-mail slkota@yahoo.com

Minnesota

April 4
MN State Drum & Dance Compe-
tition PreK-12th Grade Pow Wow
Ponema School in Ponemah, MN
Contact Information: Orianna
Kingbird or Elaine Armstrong at
218-554-7337 or oriannak@red-
lake.k12.mn.us

April 10
St. Paul Public Schools Indian 
Education Program Monthly 
Traditional Pow Wow
Battle Creek Middle School, 
located at 2121 North Park Drive,
in St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 651-293-
5191 or
www.indianeducation.spps.org

April 18
20th Annual the Woodlands &
High Plains Traditional Pow Wow
NDSU campus in Moorhead, MN
Contact Information: 218-477-
4272, www.ndsu.edu/multicultural
or jaclynn.wallette@ndsu.edu

April 25
16th Annual St. Cloud State 
University Traditional Pow Wow
Halenbeck Hall on the campus of
SCSU in St. Cloud, MN
Contact Information: 320-308-
5449, 320-308-6424 or
atc@stcloudstate.edu

May 1-3
36th Annual Council of Indian
SDT Traditional Pow Wow

John Glas Fieldhouse in Bemidji,
MN
Contact Information: 218-755-
2032, 218-766-2378 or
harlan.johnson@stbemidjistate.edu

May 9-10
Mother’s Day Traditional Pow
Wow
Cedar Field in Minneapolis, MN
Contact Information: 612-724-
0023

May 22-24
Leech Lake Veterans Memorial 
Traditional Pow Wow
Cass Lake, MN
Contact Information: Lance King-
bird at 218-335-3784, 218-335-
7034 or
lance.kingbird@llojibwe.com  

May 22-24
Fifth Annual Seven Clans Contest
Pow Wow
Seven Clans Casino in Thief River
Falls, MN
Contact Information: 218-679-
3361, ext. 1404, www.sevenclan-
scasino.com or
ralussier@sevenclanscasino. com

May 25
Veterans Memorial Day Traditional
Pow Wow
Lacs Indian Museum in Mille Lacs,
MN
Contact Information: 320-532-
3632 or www.mnhs.org

Wisconsin

April 5
34th Wunk Sheek Spring Pow Wow
University of Wisconsin Fieldhouse
in Madison, WI
Contact Information: Alison 
Bowman at 715-304-9033 or 
ambowman@wisc.edu

April 25
Madison Area Technical College
Return to Tradition Pow Wow
Redsten Gym on the Truax Campus
in Madison, WI
Contact Information: Valentina
Ahedo at 608-246-6461, 608-246-
6458 or e-mail VAhedo@matc-
madison.edu

April 25
16th Menominee Sturgeon Feast
Pow Wow  
Menominee High School in Kesh-
ena, WI
Contact Information: 715-799-
5258 or e-mail dgrignon@mitw.org

April 25
Honoring Education Traditional
Pow Wow
Zorn Arena on the campus of the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
in Eau Claire, WI
Contact Information: 715-836-
5840, 715-836-3367,
www.uwec.edu/multicultural or 
e-mail whiteol@uwec.edu

May 2
36th A.I.R.O. Traditional Pow
Wow
UWSP Berg Gym in Stevens Point,
WI
Contact Information: 715-346-
3576 or e-mail scloud@uwsp.edu

May 15-17
20th Gathering of Warriors Pow
Wow
Woodland Bowl in Keshena, WI
Contact Information: 608-567-
9986, 715-851-4748, 920-544-
9709 or e-mail
westmartin@new.rr.com

May 22
End of the School Year Celebration
and Traditional Pow Wow
Tribal School in Keshena, WI
Contact Information: 715-756-
2354

May 23-25
Ho-Chunk Wazijaci Memorial 
Contest Pow Wow
Red Cloud Memorial Park in Black
River Falls, WI
Contact Information: 1-800-294-
9343, ext. 1123 or 608-847-5694

May 29-31
19th LCO Ojibwe School Pow
Wow
Pow Wow Grounds in Hayward,
WI
Contact Information: 715-634-
8924

On the Pow Wow Trail
Compiled by Odawa Trails staff

pending for funding for inland hunt-
ing and fishing conservation man-
agement issues. We have no answers
yet as to the level of funding we will
get, but we were encouraged by the
support we received during our meet-
ing.

United Tribes of Michigan:
On Wednesday, the 25th of February,
following the funeral services for
Tribal Councilor Shirley Oldman, I
drove to Lansing for the United
Tribes of Michigan Legislative Re-
ception. I was able to meet and talk
with several legislators who will be
important to our legislative struggles
this session regarding the Michigan
Indian Tuition Waiver, Elders fund-
ing and protecting the Indian lan-
guage programs in our high schools.

National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians (NCAI) Winter Ses-
sion: I flew to Washington, D.C. on
February 28 and stayed until the
morning of March 4. I represented
the Midwest Area at the Executive
Board Meeting and the General Ses-
sions as the Alternate Vice President
because our Area Vice President,
Chairman Bob Chicks of Stock-
bridge-Munsee of Wisconsin, was
unable to attend. Our board meeting
was on Sunday, the 1st; I attended
the morning session and then co-
chaired the Federal Acknowledge-
ment Task Force meeting from 1-5
p.m. Sunday afternoon. In the morn-
ing on Monday (March 2), we had a
special early morning Executive
Board meeting followed by a 9 a.m. -
noon Climate Change Meeting. I
served as a panelist at this meeting
with the Chairman of the Sowimish
tribe of Washington State and with
Dr. James Hanson of NASA. Follow-
ing the general session in the after-
noon on Monday, I attended a
briefing on the Climate Change leg-
islation being proposed for this ses-
sion of the federal Congress. This
briefing was done by the National
Wildlife Federation, the National
Tribal Environmental Council and
NCAI. Tuesday’s (March 3) general
sessions were capped by a presenta-
tion of the new Secretary of Home-
land Security, Governor Janet
Napolitano, from Arizona. She spoke
eloquently and was received very well
by the members of NCAI. One of
the ongoing themes of the conference
was nearly constant discussion of the
Carcieri vs. Salazar ruling from the

U.S. Supreme Court. This ruling lim-
its the authority to place land into
trust for tribes recognized after 1934.
We are not affected because we have
a separate trust authorization in our
reaffirmation act (PL 103-324). I re-
turned early from the NCAI meeting
in order to attend the Appropriations
and Finance Committee Meeting at
1 p.m. on Wednesday, March 4.

CORA Meeting:  February’s
meeting was canceled due to severe
weather. We plan on meeting on
March 26 at the Little Bear Arena in
St. Ignace, MI.

Resolutions and Statutes: I
signed the resolution passed by Tribal
Council on January 25 which re-
quired each branch of tribal govern-
ment to prepare and submit a revised
2009 budget. We presented a draft of
the revised Executive budget to the
Appropriation and Finance Com-
mittee on Wednesday, March 4. We
used feedback from this meeting to
work on finalizing the details of our
proposal for a presentation to the
Program Directors and Program
Managers in the afternoon on Friday,
March 6 to give them an overview of
the proposed draft budget. We pre-
sented the proposed budget revision
at the Tribal Council Meeting on
March 8 at 1:30 p.m. After the Tribal
Council presentation on the 8th, the
Tribal Council acknowledged receipt
of the budget revision, thanked the
Executive for the work everyone did
to prepare it, and decided to shelve
the revision at this time until we need
to implement a budget revision.

Regulations: We have submit-
ted revised regulations for the Wel-
fare of Adults Statute to the Tribal
Council Office for consideration.

Waganakising Odawa Devel-
opment (WOD), Inc: Nimkee
Technologies, LLC is in the process
of closing out the project for the re-
modeling of the White House Con-
ference Center in Washington, D.C.
As we have previously reported,
Nimkee Technologies is being men-
tored under the Northwest Band of
Shoshone Economic Development
Corporation to assist Nimkee in get-
ting 8a status through the U.S. Small
Business Administration. We expect
to have a final report ready by the
time of the Tribal Council meeting.
When this is done, we expect to have
the WOD, Inc year-end report ready
as well.

“From the Desk of the Tribal Chairman” continued from page 10. 



The Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Court Room
7500 Odawa Circle 

Harbor Springs, MI 49740
February 8, 2009

Closed Session:  yes
Call to Order: Meeting was called to

order at:  9:34 a.m. 
Opening Ceremony:  Marvin Mulhol-

land
Council Present: Legislative Leader

Beatrice A. Law, Secretary Regina Gasco
Bentley, Treasurer Gerald Chingwa, Coun-
cilor Dexter McNamara, Councilor Alice
Yellowbank, Councilor Melvin L. Kiogima,
Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr., Councilor
Marvin Mulholland

Absent:  Councilor Shirley Oldman 
Legislative Office Staff Present: Leg-

islative Services Attorney Donna Budnick,
Office Manager Michele LaCount, Paralegal
Intern Michael Lyons

Executive Officials and Staff Present:
Tribal Chairman Frank Ettawageshik, Gen-
eral Counsel -James Bransky

Guests: Ken Harrington, Rita
Shananaquet, Fred Kiogima, John Bott

Motion made by Secretary Gasco
Bentley and supported by Councilor Yel-
lowbank to adopt the agenda for February 8,
2009 with additions.

Vote: 8 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
1 – Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Yellow-

bank and supported by Councilor Kiogima
to approve the minutes of January 28, 2009
with corrections.

Vote: 8 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
1 – Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried. 
Tribal Elder Comments: no comments

at this time. 
9:55 a.m. Motion made by   Councilor

Kiogima and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to go into closed session for legal
and confidential business matters. 

Vote: 8 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
1 – Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried. 
11:40 a.m. Motion made by Councilor

Harrington, Jr., and supported by Councilor
Mulholland to return to open session.

Vote: 8 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
1 – Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
11:45 a.m. Public Comment opened:

no comments.
11: 47 a.m. Public Comment closed.
Motion made by Councilor Harring-

ton, Jr., and supported by Councilor Mul-
holland to approve Confidential Memo
020809-01.

Vote: 8 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
1 – Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried. 
12:03 p.m. Lunch recess.
1:35 p.m. Meeting reconvened. Coun-

cilor Oldman arrived.
Motion made by Councilor Mulhol-

land and supported by Councilor Oldman to
accept Legislative Leader Law’s verbal and
written report with confidential items con-
tained therein. 

Vote: 8 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
1 – Absent (Councilor Kiogima)

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor McNa-

mara and supported by Councilor Oldman
to accept Treasurer Chingwa’s Treasurer/Ap-
propriations and Finance Committee verbal
and written report.

Vote: 9 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
0 - Absent 

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor McNa-

mara and supported by Councilor Oldman
to accept Land and Reservation Commit-
tee Chairperson Kiogima’s verbal report. 

Vote: 9 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
0 - Absent 

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor
Kiogima to accept Tribal Council member
Chingwa’s verbal report regarding the Pell-
ston Michigan Tribal property.

Vote: 9 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
0 - Absent 

Motion carried. 
3:00 p.m. Public Comment:  Michele

LaCount spoke regarding the utilization of
fundraisers for programs or as additional
support for other Tribal events. Rita
Shananaquet spoke regarding Tribal Coun-
cil not taking cuts to their own pay based on
the amount of work they do. Rita also spoke
for keeping educational programs. Ken Har-
rington spoke regarding Nimkee Technolo-
gies and its solar application versus the use of
wind energy. Ken also spoke regarding the
development decisions of the Odawa Casino. 

3:11 p.m.  Public Comment closed.
3:11 p.m. Recess called. 
3:24 p.m. Meeting reconvened.
Motion made by Councilor Mulhol-

land and supported by Councilor McNa-
mara to accept Legislative Services Attorney
Budnick’s verbal report.

Vote: 9 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
0 - Absent 

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa

and supported by Councilor Harrington, Jr.,
to adopt Tribal Resolution:  Request for
funding from the n4a (National Association
of Area Agencies on Aging) DIGITAL TV:
KEEPING SENIORS CONNECTED
CAMPAIGN “Ready-to-Go” Agencies Lit-
tle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
Elders’ Program.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima-yes. Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellow-
bank-yes, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary
Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-
yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to adopt Tribal Resolution: Request
for Funding from the Bureau of Justice As-
sistance, Office of Justice Programs, United
States Department of Justice Fiscal Year 2009
Tribal Courts Assistance Program, Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians FY 2009
Tribal Court Assistance Project. 

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima-yes. Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellow-
bank-no, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary
Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-
yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Oldman

and supported by Secretary Gasco Bentley to
adopt Tribal Resolution: Request for Fund-
ing from Fiskars Brand, Inc. 2009 Project
Orange Thumb; Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians Orange Thumb Garden Proj-
ect.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima-yes. Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellow-
bank-yes, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary
Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-
yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Kiogima

and supported by Treasurer Chingwa to
adopt Tribal Resolution: Request for Fund-
ing from the Coca-Cola Company, National
Recycling Coalition Bin Grant Program Lit-
tle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians FY
2009 Coca-Cola Recycling Bin Grant Pro-
gram.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima-yes. Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellow-
bank-yes, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary
Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-
yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor
Kiogima to approve List A - Eligible for Cit-
izenship dated January 23, 2009 for a total of
12.

Vote: 9 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
0 - Absent 

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley to approve List B – Declination (In-
eligible) dated December 17, 2008.

Motion Withdrawn
Motion made by Councilor Kiogima

and supported by Councilor Yellowbank to
acknowledge the receipt of the Welfare of
Adults Regulations REG-W OS-2005-07
0222407-002.

Vote: 9 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
0 - Absent 

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor Old-
man to approve List B – Declination (Ineli-
gible) dated January 23, 2009.

Vote: 8 ¬¬- Yes, 1 – No (Councilor
Harrington, Jr.), 0 - Abstained, 0 - Absent

Motion carried. 
5:08 p.m. Motion made by Councilor

Harrington, Jr., and supported by Treasurer
Chingwa to adjourn.

Vote: 9 ¬¬- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained,
0 - Absent 

Motion carried. 
These Minutes have been read and ap-

proved as corrected:
Regina Gasco Bentley, Tribal Council

Secretary Date
February 22, 2009
Closed Session:  yes

Call to Order: Meeting was called to
order at:  9:35 a.m. 

Opening Ceremony:  Beatrice A. Law
Council Present: Legislative Leader

Beatrice A. Law, Secretary Regina Gasco
Bentley, Treasurer Gerald Chingwa, Coun-
cilor Dexter McNamara, Councilor Alice
Yellowbank, Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.,
Councilor Marvin Mulholland, 

Absent:  Councilor Shirley Oldman,
Councilor Melvin L. Kiogima

Legislative Office Staff Present: Leg-
islative Services Attorney Donna Budnick,
Office Manager Michele LaCount 

Executive Officials and Staff Present:
Tribal Chairman Frank Ettawageshik, Chief
of Police Jeff Cobe, Prosecutor Office Man-
ager Carla Steingold

Guests: Debra Smithkey-Browne,
Roger Emery, Fred Kiogima

9:42 a.m. Councilor Kiogima arrived.
Motion made by Councilor Yellow-

bank and supported by Councilor Kiogima
to adopt the agenda for February 22, 2009
with additions. 

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNa-

mara and supported by Councilor Yellow-
bank to approve the minutes of February 8,
2009 with corrections.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
There were no phone polls.
Elder’s Comments: no comments at

this time. 
Motion made by Councilor Mulhol-

land and supported by Councilor McNa-
mara to request an extension for
implementation of the Tribes participation
in the National Sex Offender Registry Sys-
tem and approve the Executive submission
of such request. 

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
10:42 a.m. Motion made by Treasurer

Chingwa and supported by Councilor
Kiogima to go into closed session for legal
and confidential business matters.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
12:05 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Harrington, Jr., and supported by
Councilor Mulholland to return to open

session.
Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -

Absent (Councilor Oldman)
Motion carried.
12:07 p.m. Public Comment opened:

no comments.
12:07 p.m. Public Comment closed.
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor Yel-
lowbank to accept Legislative Leader Law’s
verbal and written report with confidential
items contained therein.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to accept Treasurer Chingwa’s ver-
bal report for February 22, 2009.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNa-

mara and supported by Treasurer Chingwa
to accept the Land and Reservation Com-
mittee Chairperson Kiogima’s verbal report
for February 22, 2009.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNa-

mara and supported by Councilor Yellow-
bank to accept the Legislative Services
Attorney Budnick’s verbal and written re-
port for February 22, 2009.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to adopt Tribal Resolution: Ap-
proval of FY 2009 Tribal Transportation
Improvement Program.

The above motion is on hold in con-
sideration of Public Comment.

3:00 p.m. Public Comment opened:
Debra Smithkey-Browne spoke regarding
Tribal Council communication with each
other during the meeting. Debra also spoke
about the casino layoffs with regard to man-
agement pay levels. 

3:02 p.m. Public Comment closed.
The above motion continues.
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,

Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-absent, Councilor Yel-
lowbank-yes, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secre-
tary Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader
Law-yes

Motion carried. 
3:08 p.m. Recess called.
3:17 p.m. Meeting reconvened.
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa

and supported by Councilor Kiogima to
adopt Tribal Resolution: Request for Fund-
ing from U.S Department of Justice, Office
of Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention, Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians Fiscal
Year 2009 Tribal Juvenile Accountability
Discretionary Grants Program.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-absent, Councilor Yel-
lowbank-no, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secre-
tary Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader
Law-yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa

and supported by Councilor Mulholland to
adopt Tribal Resolution: Request for Fund-
ing from the U.S. Department of Justice, Of-
fice on Violence Against Women Little
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians FY
2009 Grants to Indian Tribal Governments
and Sexual Assault Services Program.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-absent, Councilor Yel-
lowbank-yes, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secre-
tary Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader
Law-yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Harring-

ton, Jr.,  and supported by Councilor Mul-
holland to adopt Tribal Resolution: Request
for Funding from the U.S Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, Native

American Graves Protection and Repatria-
tion Act Program (NAGPRA) Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians Fiscal
Year 2009 Repatriation and Documentation
Grants.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-absent, Councilor Yel-
lowbank-yes, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secre-
tary Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader
Law-yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco

Bentley and supported by Councilor Yel-
lowbank to accept Enrollment List - C Vol-
untary Relinquishment dated February 12,
2009 for a total of 1.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Yellow-

bank and supported by Councilor Kiogima
to acknowledge receipt of the Tribal Chair-
man verbal and written report for February
22, 2009 with confidential items contained
therein.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNa-

mara and supported by Councilor Harring-
ton, Jr., to pass the Child Protection Statute.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-absent, Councilor Yel-
lowbank-yes, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secre-
tary Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader
Law-yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Kiogima

and supported by Councilor Mulholland to
pass the Child Welfare Commission Statute.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington,
Jr. -yes, Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor
McNamara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes,
Councilor Oldman-absent, Councilor Yel-
lowbank-no, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Coun-
cilor Yellowbank-no, Secretary Gasco
Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-yes

Motion carried. 
4:40 p.m. Motion made by Councilor

Harrington, Jr., and supported by Tribal
Council to adjourn in honor of Tribal
Councilor Shirley Oldman in honor of her
past contributions to the Tribes reaffirma-
tion, the new constitution and general work
for our people throughout her life. 

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Oldman)

Motion carried.
These Minutes have been read and approved
as corrected.
Regina Gasco Bentley, Tribal Council Sec-
retary Date
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Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates 2009

April 4  Work Session
April 5 Council Meeting
April 18 Work Session
April 19 Council Meeting

May 2 Work Session
May 3 Council Meeting
May 16 Work Session
May 17 Council Meeting

ALL TRIBAL COUNCIL
MEETINGS AND WORK

SESSIONS ARE HELD IN
THE

TRIBAL COURTROOM
LOCATED AT

7500 ODAWA CIRCLE, 
HARBOR SPRINGS, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Beatrice A. Law,Legislative Leader
Regina Gasco-Bentley, Secretary
Gerald Chingwa, Treasurer
Melvin L. Kiogima, Councilor
Fred Harrington, Jr., Councilor
Alice Yellowbank, Councilor
Dexter McNamara, Councilor
Marvin Mulholland, Councilor
Vacant, Councilor
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Birthdays

Happy birthday to “The Princess”
and “The Penguino.” You’re two of
the coolest chicks around!!! I love you
very much! Aunt Winnay. 

Happy 45th birthday to the Mayor
on April 18. With all the outspoken
women in your family, you’re lucky to
get a word in edgewise. Don’t worry,
we’ll allow you to speak on your
birthday. Love, the King and VanDe-
Car families. 

The Good Hart mafia wishes John
Kenoshmeg, Sr. a happy birthday on
April 1 and Marie Newman a happy
birthday on April 8. 

Happy birthday to Marilyn Hume
(April 2), Jess Boda (April 4), John
Naganashe (April 11), Lilian Bott
(April 11), Matt Miller (April 11),
Josephine Laughlin (April 11), Jean-
nie Boda (April 23), Vivian Pelcher
(April 24) and Elizabeth Shanana-
quet. Love, Dorothy and Don Boda. 

Happy first birthday to our little smi-
ley boy, Caleb Carver, on April 15.
We’re so glad to have you added to the
family. Love, Papa Carver and
Regina. 

Happy birthday to my big brother
“Mighty Mouse” on April 3. May you
have a super day! Love, your ‘lil sister. 

Happy birthday and happy Easter to
the best big sis ever, Laverne Bot-
toms. Love, from all your siblings in
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Aanii Ngwis! Mno-Dibishkang Gi-
inwe Nnoos! Hope you are having a
great day and many, many more
springs. I love you with all the love a
father has. You are truly a man, father,
son, lover, brother and most of all,
Anishinaabe and African! I am proud
of you and all that you have done and
are going to do. Gazaagin! The day
you were born will always be the
biggest, best day of my life. 

To my darlin’ daughter, Anjanette! I
hope you have a wonderful super
great birthday on April 16. Have an
awesome year. Love, Mommy Dear-
est. 

Happy birthday Peyton James Har-
mon on April 10. Don’t let anyone
tell you that you are in the Terrible
Two stage. Two is a great time to learn
and explore and find out who you are
as a little person. Grandma and
Tarbaby will help you this year to be
the best you can be. That will be a Big
10/4 little buddy. 

Happy, happy birthday to our spring
beauties! Waassey Wemigwase turns

Birthdays
one year old on April 5, Anna
Wemigwase turns eight years old on
April 18 and their mom, Shanna
Wemigwase, celebrates her birthday
on April 29! We love you all! Mom,
Matthew and your sisters! 

Happy birthday to Marie Newman
on April 8. Hope you are having fun
even though you have been experi-
encing “cooler” weather in Florida.
But being a “Michigander” who is
used to it, here’s hoping you will get
out into the pool, so you have some
“fun” wearing your Florida thong,
and enjoy that glass full of wine. 

MnoDibishkaak niingonis Archie
Kiogima IV, Lansing endaad, miinwa
nwiijkiwenh Isabelle Osawamick.
Gzaaginim!

Happy 60th b-day to our mom, Nel-
lie “Momma Willis” Harmon on
April 27. Love, your three sons. 

Happy 72nd birthday to the General
on April 24. You’ve always had the
courage to stand up for what is right,
to speak your mind and to speak up
when something important needs to
be said. Because of that, we’ve always
admired and respected you. Love, the
King and VanDeCar families. 

Happy birthday to our special Mom,
Lisa Young. We are very lucky to
have you as our mom. You make
every day special and have taught us
so much. And Mom, you were a great
soccer coach and always will be!! We
love you! The Jewells, Jayden and
Jaxon. 

Happy birthday to Michael Keshick
on April 27!!! It’s your 16th birthday,
but you’re still my baby and always
will be. I hope you have a great day
and an awesome year! May the Cre-
ator continue to bless you, Mukwah.
All my love, Mom. 

Happy birthday to Shane McNa-
mara, the big 22, on April 7. We are
very proud of you. Love, Dad, Mom,
Derek, Billy, Gunnar and Grandma. 

Happy birthday Mom/Grandma
Michele (LaCount) on the 23rd!
Love, Liz and Avery.  

A very happy fifth birthday to our
Damie – Love!! You are growing up
so fast. We love you! Mommy,
Daddy, Orion and Sidra. 

Happy birthday to a great daughter,
Brittany Bentley, on April 12. We
love you, Mom and Dad. 

Happy 52nd birthday Sadi Synn.
From your family in Michigan. 

Wishing my baby girl, Lisa “Weezer”
Young, a happy birthday on April
14!!! Hope you have a great day, and
I know Jay and Jax make it all very
special! Love and miss you! Mom. 

To my older brudder Mike: Happy

Birthdays
birthday!!! Even though we go at it
every day, I love ya! Love, Jordan. 

Happy b-day to Haley “Sweep” Har-
mon on April 26. Love, Uncle Phil,
Jen and Peyton. 

Happy birthday to John Kenosh-
meg, Sr. on April 1. You are still our
“shuttle driver of the year,” but espe-
cially, so on your birthday. We have
never forgotten your statement when
we were kids out in Good Hart of,
“Mine’s all gone,” when we were all
naming what kind of ice cream we
were eating. Such good memories.
From your cousins. 

Happy birthday Hayley Harmon.
WOW, how time does fly. On April
26, you will be “Sweet 16.” Everyone
is getting ready to come to GR to help
you celebrate such a momentous oc-
casion. Get ready to “Party Hearty”
‘cause grandma has a very special gift
just for you. Lots of hugs and kisses,
Grandma, Tarbaby and Sassy. 

Happy 72nd birthday to the General
on April 24. Thank you for always
loving and supporting me. I couldn’t
have asked for a better mother or a
better role model. Love, General Jun-
ior. 

Happy birthday to an awesome
cousin, Brittany Bentley, on April
12. Love, your favorite cousin Chewy. 

Happy 29th birthday sis, Lisa Young.
Hope you have a happy one! Do you
remember I was actually due on your
birthday??? We could have shared
birthdays!!! Ha Ha. Love ya, Skippy. 

Congratulations Eric Hemenway on
your prestigious appointment. Your
Aunt Dew & Uncle Tom in C-Town

are extremely proud! 
The beloved family and friends of
Shirley Naganashe Oldman would
like to offer their sincerest gratitude
to the entire community for the love,
support and generosity shown during
this difficult time. It is with heartfelt
thanks that the family would like to
recognize those who supported
Shirley and the entire family as she
courageously battled cancer. Miig-
wetch to those of you who sent flow-
ers, cards and food; to those of you
who came together for the commu-
nity drum; to those of you who as-
sisted with the funeral luncheon; and
to those of you who offered your
thoughts and prayers. Chi-miig-
wetch, also, to the LTBB Facilities
Department for all of its hard work
and assistance during the services.
Shirley loved her community, and
you all truly showed an outpouring of
support. 

Anniversaries
Happy 45th anniversary to James and
Arlene Naganashe on April 4. Love,
Dorothy and Don Boda. 

Happy 36th anniversary to Don and
Dorothy Boda on April 26. Love, your
family.

Basil Andrew
Naganashe, 69
Basil Andrew
Naganashe, 69,
walked on Janu-
ary 28, 2009 at
Central Michi-
gan Commu-

nity Hospital in Mt. Pleasant, MI. He
was born on July 16, 1939 in Burt
Lake, MI, the son of George and
Josephine (Petoskey) Naganashe. He
married Sharon Isaac in 1969 in Mt.
Morris, MI. He served in the Marine
Corp until 1963 and worked for Gen-
eral Motors Buick City in Flint, MI,
for 30 years. He was a member of the
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
Indians, Borley Hanel VFW Post, the
F.O.E. in Mt. Pleasant and the Clare
Moose Lodge. He enjoyed bingo,
cards, golf and bowling and loved his
grandchildren. He is survived by his
children, Vivian (Milton “Beaver”)
Pelcher of Mt. Pleasant, Charlene
(Robert) Chancellor of Flint, Andrew
(Amber) Naganashe of Coldwater,
MI, and Karen (Chris Laughlin) Na-
ganashe of Mt. Pleasant; grandchil-
dren, Christina, Marcine, Crystal,
Theresa, Clara, Emily, Angela, Bianca,
Basil II, Dakota and Kasina; great-
grandchildren, Joseph, Robert,
Sharon, Isaac and Miengun; brothers,
Thomas (Dianna) Naganashe of Har-
bor Springs, MI, Jim (Arlene) Na-
ganashe of Petoskey, MI, Nicholas
Naganashe of Brutus, MI; sisters,
Nancy (the late Sam) Shananaquet
and Dorothy (Don) Boda of Brutus
and Clara (Gary) Miller of Lansing,
MI; and special uncle Jute (the late
Susan) Lewis. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Sharon, in 2002 and
sisters, Elizabeth “Liza,” Cecilia and
Mary Jane. 

Avalynn Sky Keway, 2
Avalynn Sky Keway, 2, of Sault Ste.
Marie, MI, passed away unexpectedly
on January
29, 2009.
She was
born Janu-
ary 23,
2007 to
Christine
( N e t t l e -
ton) and
G r e g g
K e w a y .
Sur viving
Avalynn are her parents, Gregg and
Christine; her sister, Mashya Marie;
her aunts, Sarah (Sean) Gallagher,
Megan (Tim) Podoba of Sault Ste.
Marie and Ashlee (Brandon) Cow-
perthwaite of Virginia; and uncle
Brian Keway of San Antonio, TX, as
well as other aunts, uncles, cousins,

Walking On. . .
nieces and nephews. Her paternal
grandparents are Gregory Keway and
Donna Beaudry, both of Sault Ste.
Marie. Maternal grandparents are
Veronica (Paul) Learst of Farmington
Hills, MI, and Ron Nettleton of Pick-
ford, MI. Paternal great-grandparents
are Leona Honson and the late Alvin
“Vince” Keway. 

Shirley Marie Naganashe Oldman,
53
Shirley Marie Naganashe Oldman,
born May 9, 1955, began her journey
on February 22, 2009, at Northern
Michigan Regional Hospital in
Petoskey, MI, after a courageous bat-
tle with cancer. She was a member of
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians and served as a mem-
ber of the Tribal Council until her
death. Born to Daniel Naganashe and
Eva Petoskey in Harbor Springs, MI,
she grew up in Indiantown and at-
tended Holy Childhood of Jesus
Boarding School. She went on to at-
tend the Institute of American Indian
Arts in Santa Fe, NM, the University
of Colorado and then graduated from
Haskell Indian Junior College in
Lawrence, KS. After meeting the love
of her life, Steven Oldman, Sr., and
upon graduating, she moved with
Steven to Wyoming to raise their fam-
ily. After several years away from
Michigan, she felt it necessary to move
home to care for her terminally ill sis-
ter, Margaret. She, Steven and their
five children returned home to her
birthplace where she resided until her
death. She dedicated her life to her
family, which she defined as her chil-
dren, grandchildren and the Native
community. She played an integral
role in representing the Little Traverse
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians in the
tribe’s efforts to become reaffirmed.
She also dedicated her services to the
tribe and the community. She was in-
strumental in organizing the annual
pow wow and served on various com-
mittees and commissions. She was a
dedicated employee of the First Com-
munity Bank for 10 years and was
most recently an employee of Odawa
Casino Resort in Petoskey where she
served until she began her journey. She
was preceded in death by her parents,
Daniel and Eva; her sisters, Agnes and
Margaret; as well as five siblings who
died at infancy. She loved her family
dearly and left behind her husband,
Steven; her children, Jason (Aaron),
Steven, Jr., Eva, Gregory and Jesse; her
grandchildren, Maria, Alonzo, Alexa,
Donovan and baby Jason; her siblings,
Joseph (Ann) Naganashe, Ann (Fran-
cis) Stead, Patrick (Velissa) Na-
ganashe, Diane (Thomas) Naganashe
and Beverly (Robert) Wemigwase;
and many other family, friends and
loved ones. 

Congratulations

Miigwetch

Walking On. . .
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OFFICIAL CANDIDATE LISTING
LTBB PRIMARY LISTING

MAY 11
CHAIRPERSON/VICE-CHAIRPERSON

TEAMS
●Frank Ettawageshik/William Denemy

●Warren Petoskey/Roger Emery

●Patricia Dyer-Deckrow/Timothy LaCroix
●Ken Harrington/Dexter McNamara

TRIBAL COUNCIL
●Beatrice Law
●Yvonne McShane
●Rita Shananaquet
●Alice Yellowbank
●Christine Shomin
●Catherine Laba
●Belinda Bardwell
●John Bott
●Julie Shananaquet
●Melvin Kiogima
●Audrey Atkinson
●Angeline Woodin
●Aaron Otto
●Roy Smithkey
●Paul Eames

Submitted by Beatrice A. Law, Leg-
islative Leader and Donna L. Bud-
nick, Legislative Services Attorney 

Dedicated in the Memory of
Shirley Oldman

It seemed fitting Tribal Council
was altogether and “in session” when
we all heard the
news our esteemed
colleague Shirley
Naganashe Old-
man walked on
February 22, 2009. 

Why it seems
fitting is because
Shirley served on
Tribal Council
since 1989 and
was the longest
seated Tribal
Council member
in the tribe’s recent
history. Shirley
dedicated 18 years
to the tribal gov-
e r n m e n t .   
She started when
her oldest child,
Jason, was 14 and
her youngest child,
Jesse, was two with three other chil-
dren in between, Steve, Jr., Eva and
Greg. Raising five children and spend-
ing every other weekend in long coun-
cil meetings could not have been an
easy feat without the love and sup-
port of her husband, Steve, Sr.  

Shirley was present and instru-
mental during the era of the tribe’s
pursuit of federal reaffirmation. She
represented the tribe before the
United States Senate Committee on
Indians Affairs for the passage of SB

1357 for the Reaffirmation of the Lit-
tle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians, September 1994.

Shirley was part of the history
making of the tribe. She witnessed
and was essential in the formation of
the tribal Constitution, the reemer-
gence of the Homecoming Pow Wow

and the start of tribal gaming with
the opening of Victories Casino in
Petoskey, MI. Shirley was employed
with the opening of the first casino
and was a part of the management
team, Account Team Manager, of the
current casino, Odawa Casino Resort,
in Petoskey. 

Shirley touched so many aspects
of the tribe’s history beyond Tribal
Council. She served the tribe as the
Chairperson of the following com-
missions and committees: Enrollment

Committee, Housing Commission,
Education Commission, Odawa
Homecoming Pow Wow Committee,
Sovereignty Day Celebration Com-
mittee and the Tribal Council Ap-
propriations and Finance Commit-
tee. 

Shirley also contributed tirelessly
representing LTBB
Tribal Citizens on
the Tribal Council
as Vice Chairperson
and Treasurer,
served on the
Health Board and
served on the An-
drew J. Blackbird
Museum Board. 

Shirley spent
countless hours of
her time on the
preservation of our
tribal culture by cre-
ating and producing
two video produc-
tions. These videos,
“History of the Wa-
ganakising Odawa,
Journey to Sover-
eignty” and “Four
Directions” ensure

future generations will have a glimpse
into our past and will learn more
about our shared history and culture.

Shirley has shown, through the
help of her family and friends, what it
is to give of yourself for the benefits of
all, what it is to truly be a tribal citi-
zen.  

We will miss you Shirley, but you
will never be forgotten.

Photo of Shirley Oldman and
Steven Oldman, Sr. by Communica-
tions Coordinator Annette VanDeCar.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
2009 ELECTIONS

With a Primary Election (With No Primary Election)
Monday, January 5 (Monday, January 5)
Call to Election sent to all eligible voters
Monday, February 9 (Monday, February 9)
Last to register for the Primary Election by 5 p.m.
Friday, February 13 (Friday, February 13)
Nomination Petitions due back to the Election Board by 5 p.m.
Election Board certifies the Candidate Nomination Petitions
Friday, February 27 (Monday, March 2)
Candidate information mailed to all registered voters as of February 9, 2009
Friday, March 27 (Friday, March 27)
Last date for candidates to withdraw from election in writing to the Election
Board
Tuesday, March 31 (Tuesday, March 31)
Last date to register for the General Election by 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 1 
Election Board approves the final ballot for the Primary Election
Saturday, April 4 
Candidates Forum in Lansing, MI
Monday, April 6
Primary ballots mailed to all registered voters as of March 31, 2009
Saturday, April 25
Candidates Forum at the LTBB Governmental Center in Harbor Springs,
MI
Friday, May 8
Election Board finalizes the ballot for the General Election
Monday, May 11
Primary Election Day, Tribal Courtroom
Friday, May 15
Ballots for the General Election mailed to all registered voters as of March
31, 2009
Friday, May 22
Primary Election certified ballot for General Election finalized
Tuesday, May 26
Ballots for General Election mailed to all registered voters as of March 31,
2009
Monday, June 29
General Election Day, Tribal Courtroom
The following dates will be the same even if we have no Primary Election.
Monday, July 13
General Election certified
Sunday, August 16
Oath of Office for newly elected officials



Odawa  Trails16 APRIL 2009

Images from the 26th Annual MSU Pow Wow of Love, February 21-
Photos by Communications 
Coordinator Annette VanDeCar
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22, at Jenison Field House on the MSU Campus in East Lansing, MI
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ATTENTION ALL
RESIDENT TRIBAL
MEMBERS (RTMS):

If you are planning to purchase
a vehicle, ORV or plan on doing
any home improvements to your
principal place of residence, YOU
NEED TO CONTACT ME
FIRST BEFORE MAKING
THE ACTUAL PURCHASE(S)
or you will not receive the tax ex-
emption. Since January 1, 2008, the
tribe no longer uses the Refund

method (as posted in the January
2008 and subsequent issues of the
Odawa Trails), you must complete
the “Request for TCE” form  lo-
cated on the LTBB website or by
contacting my office. I will then is-
sue you a “Tribal Certificate of Ex-
emption” for such purchases.  If
you’ve already made a purchase,
there is no recourse! If you have
any questions, please feel free to
contact me. Thank you.

Theresa Keshick, Department of
Commerce 231-242-1584.

Tribal Extension Educator Emily Proctor Works to Enhance the Lives of LTBB Tribal Citizens
By Annette VanDeCar, Communi-
cations Coordinator

On February 10 at the LTBB
Governmental Center in Harbor
Springs, MI, Emily Proctor gave a 30-
minute presentation titled, “Rela-
tionship Building with Tribal
Communities in Michigan: Making
Educational Impacts,” and described
her position as the Tribal Extension
Educator for the Emmet County
MSU Extension Office. 

As the Tribal Extension Educa-
tor, Proctor works with the Little
River Band of Ottawa Indians, the
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians, the Little Traverse
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, the Bay
Mills Indian Community, the Sault
Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians
and the Burt Lake Band of Ottawa
and Chippewa Indians. 

Her objectives are to address
community needs as identified by
tribal communities, County Exten-
sion Councils and local needs assess-
ments; work effectively with tribal
communities and families, MSUE
Extension Educators and community
parters; build upon existing resources
and programs; enhance capacity for
tribal families and communities to
address issues of daily living; and to
develop and deliver educational pro-
grams in the six Michigan tribal com-
munities. 

Since starting the position in
July 2008, Proctor has familiarized
herself with the histories of the six
tribes, has met with elders and youth
from the tribes to assess their needs,
has established relationships and
partnerships with the tribal depart-
ments and programs and other com-
munity organizations serving those
tribal communities and has co-spon-

sored events in those tribal commu-
nities.

Proctor has also conducted sur-
veys which identified several areas for
potential educational programming
in the tribal communities. The areas
identified reflect the cultural diversity
of the six tribes. 

LTBB has already partnered
with MSU Extension to sponsor
tomato canning, applesauce canning
and venison canning workshops.
They are sponsoring a Fruit Tree
Renovation Workshop on April 4 at

the LTBB Community Center north
of Harbor Springs. 

Before answering questions from
the crowd and concluding the pres-
entation, Proctor outlined her short
and long-term goals and future pro-
fessional development opportunities. 

MSU Extension helps people
improve their lives through an educa-
tional process that applies knowledge
to critical issues, needs and opportu-
nities. Offices in counties across the
state link the research of the land
grant university, MSU, to challenges
facing communities. Citizens serving
on County Extension Councils regu-
larly help select focus areas for pro-
gramming. MSU Extension is funded
jointly by county boards of commis-
sioners, the state through Michigan
State University and federally
through the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

Proctor, a LTBB Tribal Citizen,
earned a Masters degree in Social
Work and a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Social Work from Michigan State
University and previously worked
two years as a Tribal Child Protective
Services Worker/Social Worker for
LTBB. She is the daughter of Denny
and Sarah Proctor and the grand-
daughter of John and Alice Dubiel
and Donald and Lucille Proctor.

Photo by Communications Coor-
dinator Annette VanDeCar. 

Schansema Family “Officially”
Complete 

We are happy to announce the
long wait is finally over. 

Our family is complete down to
the last one, and he is officially a
Schansema … on paper and always in
our heart. As of February 5, 2009,
Francis Alexander was adopted.

We never thought this was going
to be possible to have children to love,
cherish and hold, but we’ve been
blessed by three. 

Each one has been a great bless-
ing for everyone to enjoy. 

Our lives feel complete. We’re
very happy.

The Schansemas. 
The photo appears courtesy of the

Schansemas.
LTBB Tribal Chairman Ap-

pointed to Newly Created Great
Lakes Wind Council

Following an executive order
from Governor Jennifer Granholm,
Tribal Chairman Frank Ettawageshik
was one of 13 people appointed to the
Great Lakes Wind Council on Febru-
ary 6, 2009.

The wind council, an advisory
body within the Department of En-
ergy, Labor and Economic Growth

will provide citizens with a public
forum to begin to identify, where in
the Great Lakes, wind energy systems
may be prudently sited. The council
will provide a full report to the gover-
nor by September 1, 2009.

Ettawageshik also serves on the
Michigan Groundwater Conserva-
tion Advisory Council, and recently
finished an appointment on the
Michigan Climate Action Council. 

LTBB Head Start Children
Visit Elders

Children from the LTBB Head
Start Program visited the elders at the
Elders Luncheon on February 26,
2009, at the LTBB Governmental
Center in Harbor Springs, MI.

Photo by Communications Coor-
dinator Annette VanDeCar. 

Little River’s Plans for Pro-
posed Casino Move Forward

On July 17, 2008, the Little
River Band of Ottawa Indians pur-
chased Great Lakes Downs racetrack
and other property at the junction of
I-96 and U.S. 31 in the Muskegon,
MI, area for $13.5 million. 

Little River is currently pursuing
the establishment of a casino at the
former Great Lakes Down racetrack
site. 

An impact study, covering every-
thing from environmental issues to in-
frastructure, is expected to be
conducted in May 2009. Once com-
pleted, there will be a six-month re-
view period for the study. The study
is necessary before the land, 40 to 60
acres, can be taken into trust by the
U.S. Department of Interior for gam-
ing activities. 

If the land is taken into trust, it
may be used for the casino portion of
the proposed development by the
tribe. The remainder of the 233 acres
acquired by the tribe can be used for
other parts of the overall develop-
ment, including hotels, restaurants,
stores and entertainment venues often
built near casinos. 

In early March 2009, the Fruit-
port Township Board approved a res-
olution recommending the transfer of
the liquor license from the former
Great Lakes Downs racetrack owners
to the Little River Band. The Michi-
gan Liquor Control Commission
makes the final decision on any trans-
fer or issuances of licenses. 

The Little River Band currently
owns and operates the Little River
Casino in Manistee, MI.  
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For Immediate Release 
February 27, 2009

Odawa Casino Resort, owned
and operated by the Little Traverse
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, an-
nounced today the immediate launch-
ing of its totally redesigned website.

The site, www.odawacasino.com,
was completely rebuilt to reflect the
rich earth tones and north woods-
based architecture of the building as
well as the cultural heritage of the Lit-
tle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians.

“This is more than an update; it’s
a brand new look for us. Just as our
casino is completely unique from any
other in the state, our website now
accurately reflects the quality, warmth
and casual sophistication that appeals
to the residents of our local commu-
nities as well as visitors from more
metropolitan cities. Our casino pro-
vides an overall experience that goes
far beyond slots, table games and
restaurants. One look at the website
and you get an immediate feel for just
how beautiful this premier destina-
tion is,” Odawa Casino Resort Gen-
eral Manager Sean Barnard said. 

Website visitors will find it easier
to discover weekly promotions and
events, find their favorite slots and
learn how to play table games. They
can get detailed information on the
casual to gourmet restaurants and get
a glimpse of upcoming entertainment.
A web promotion is planned for Op-
timum Rewards members who visit

the site each day in March.
“Today’s customer wants easy

online access and the ability to plan
an evening or a getaway with friends
and family. With our new website,
visitors can quickly make reservations
at Odawa Hotel, Sage Restaurant,
sign-up for the Optimum Rewards
players club and learn about meeting
and group facilities,” Barnard added.

Odawa Casino Resort Director
of Marketing Phil Gonzales acknowl-
edged the talents of Maxwell + Miller
Marketing Communications in Kala-

mazoo, MI, and Stone I.G. of Ann
Arbor, MI who were responsible for
the design and programming, saying,
“The challenge we gave these creative
people was simple. This has to be the
best casino resort website in Michigan
and clearly they delivered. We could-
n’t be happier.”

Odawa Casino Resort Announces Redesigned Website Odawa Casino Resort Assists Special Olympics
Michigan and the American Red Cross 
By Annette VanDeCar, Communi-
cations Coordinator 

Odawa Casino Resort sponsored
a dinner in Ovation Hall for the
Wertz Warriors as they concluded
their 900-mile, seven-day, Snowmo-
bile Endurance Ride on February 7 in
Petoskey, MI. 

The Wertz Warriors embarked
on the 28th Annual Snowmobile En-
durance Ride on February 1 in
Chesterfield, MI, to raise funds and
awareness for Special Olympics
Michigan. 

The 2009 Wertz Warriors con-
sisted of 41 snowmobile riders and
31 support crew members. They
stopped at more than 35 locations
along the route, raising donations
along the way for the Special
Olympics Michigan State Winter
Games. Since the first ride in 1982,
the Warriors have traveled a com-
bined 1,058,467 miles on their snow-
mobiles and have raised more than
$7.2 million. 

The Wertz Warriors is one man’s
dream transformed into reality. Vic
Wertz, former Detroit Tiger great,
had a dream to underwrite the costs
of the Special Olympics Michigan
State Winter Games, which were held
this year at the Grand Traverse Resort
in Acme, MI, Schuss Village in Bel-
laire, MI, and Howe Ice Arena in Tra-
verse City, MI. He enlisted many of

his friends to assist him in this en-
deavor. Wertz and his newly founded
Warriors considered a variety of ways
to generate the money before com-
pleting their first Endurance Ride in
1982. 

For more information on the
Wertz Warriors and Special Olympics
Michigan, please visit
www.SOMI.org. 

●Odawa Casino Resort spon-
sored a blood drive at Ovation Hall
on February 4 where 52 units of
blood were collected, surpassing the
goal of 45 units. 

Odawa Casino Resort wanted to
thank the Odawa Casino Resort
Team Members, LTBB Governmen-
tal Employees and the public who do-
nated blood at the drive. 

Anyone who donated or at-
tempted to donate blood was entered
into a drawing for a chance to win a
casino stay, play and dine package.
Errica Hovie won a stay, play and dine
package to Bay Mills Casino and Re-
sort in Brimley, MI, and Carla McFall
won a stay, play and dine package to
the Little River Casino Resort in
Manistee, MI.   

For more information on the
American Red Cross Northern
Lower Michigan Chapter which
serves Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboy-
gan and Emmet counties, please visit
www.arcnlm.org. 

Odawa Trails staff report
The Petoskey News-Review published its annual parenting section titled, “Parenting is for

a Lifetime: A Special Section of the Petoskey News-Review,” on February 27. 
Included in the section is a “Parenting Awareness Month Community Activities” scrap-

book featuring 36 photographs of community members at events. 
Nine photographs featured LTBB Tribal Community Citizens.
All the photographs were taken by Communications Coordinator Annette VanDeCar except

for the photograph of Theresa Keshick and Jordan Bussey. That photograph was taken by Gwen
Gasco. 

LTBB TRIBAL COMMUNITY CITIZENS FEATURED IN ANNUAL PARENTING SECTION BY THE PETOSKEY NEWS-REVIEW

Sara Lucier with son Tavien in the parade at the 14th An-
nual Sovereignty Day Celebration last September. 

Shanna Wemigwase with daughter Waaseyaban at the
Traditional Pow Wow last September. 

Ben Banfield with his son Mason at a recycling event last
April.      

Virginia and Ron Schansema with sons, Francis, Dominic and
Xavier, and nephew, Travin, at the Traditional Pow Wow last Sep-
tember. Francis is being held by his mother, Dominic is seated and
is wearing green dance regalia, Xavier is standing and is wearing red
and black dance regalia and Travin is seated and eating the apple. 

Theresa Keshick with son Jordan Bussey at the Fam-
ily Sledding Party last March.

Russell and Kimberly Worthington and their children,
Shylee, Hunter and Maya, trick or treating on Halloween
last year. Shylee is the witch, Hunter is the Power Ranger
and Maya is the fairy.

Tom Teuthorn and daughter Tikibiinhs at
the Traditional Pow Wow last September. It
was Tikibiinhs’ first time dancing.

Gwen Gasco with daughter Tikibiinhs at the 14th An-
nual Sovereignty Day Celebration last September.    

David M.
Ha r r i n g t o n
with his
d a u g h t e r
Morgan at the
Science is
Wild – Family
Night event
last March.



Enjoy Easter Brunch at Waas-no-de’ Buffet at Odawa Casino Resort Enjoy Easter Brunch at the Sage Restaurant at Odawa Casino Resort
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