
Radon: Learn the facts about this cancer-causer, such as 
where it comes from and what you should do to prevent, 
detect, and mitigate radon in your home. 

Mold: Learn tips for controlling moisture and keeping 
your home mold-free. 

Lead: Decide whether you have to worry about lead in 
your home by knowing lead’s sources. Information on 
health risks, prevention, and abatement will help you 
keep your family safe. 

Green Cleaning: Keep your house tidy while keeping 
your family safe from chemicals and indoor air clean.  

Drinking Water: Where does your drinking water come 
from? What is the quality of your drinking water? Learn 
this and more helpful well maintenance tips. 

Energy Conservation: Lowering energy use saves you 
money and reduces climate change impacts. Learn how 
to stop the “energy vampires” in your home.  

Water Conservation: Pretending that you live in the 
arid Southwest instead of the Great Lakes region will 
ensure that there is 
water available for 
generations to come. 

O p e n  B u r n i n g : 
Understand the act of 
open burning and why 
it’s harmful to our air 
and lungs.  

Recycling: Take 
advantage of the 
recycling services 
provided by LTBB, 
Emmet and Charlevoix 
Counties.  

LIVE: 

cleaner 

greener 

healthier 

cheaper 
in your new home! 
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The Environmentally-friendly 



• Radon builds up inside homes 

• Homes of any age, quality, and upkeep can have high levels of radon 

• No major radon issues have been identified on the reservation 

Facts 

• Test Your Home: It’s the only 
way to tell if a home has elevated 
levels of radon. It is advised to test 
every two years, or any time you 
move, make structural changes to 
your home, or occupy a previously 
unused level of a house. 

• Get Your Test Kit: LTBB receives 
radon test kits through a free 
program administered by the 
M i c h i g a n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environmental Quality. Contact 
the Environmental Services 
Program to receive a test kit. 

If you have high levels of radon in 
your home... 

• Don’t Just Seal Floor Cracks: 
Of the problems that a house can 
have, radon is one of the easiest to 
identify and fix, but sealing floor 
cracks will not resolve the problem. 

• Install a Mitigation System: 
Most systems can be installed in 
one day by a qualified contractor. 
The repairs take 24 hours to take 
effect before retesting can occur. 

What to Do 

EPA’s Action Level For Radon: 4.0 
picocuries per liter (pCi/L). Only about 
12% of the homes in Michigan have levels 
this high. 

Radon 

To receive a FREE radon testing through the 
Environmental Services Program, CALL 231-242-1574. 
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• The natural decay of uranium in soil. Radon moves up 
through the ground towards air, using cracks or holes in 
house foundations as a pathway 

• Through well-water 

Sources of Radon 

The LTBB reservation 
has a moderate 
potential of having 
indoor radon levels at 
the EPA’s action level. 
Zone 2 counties will 
usually have levels 
between 2-4 pCi/L. 

Michigan’s Radon Potential 
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Mold 

What is Mold? 
• Molds are microscopic fungi that can be found both indoors and 

outdoors in a variety of colors, shapes and sizes. They are nature’s’ 
decomposers, breaking down organic matter—leaves, wood, 
animals, etc.  

• The primary ingredient necessary to grow molds is moisture. 
Molds also need some kind of food source (organic matter, even 
dust), a place to grow, and oxygen.  

• Molds release spores and these spores are what allow molds to 
spread in your home and that cause most of the health effects. 

• Some molds produce mycotoxins, and it is these compounds that 
can be harmful to your health.  

Prevention and Treatment 
• The most common places to find mold in your home are areas 

where moisture occurs: shower curtains, kitchen windows, under 
sinks, around air conditioners, ventilation fans, etc. Sometimes 
mold can be hidden behind wallpaper, underneath carpet, in 
ceiling tiles and in basements and crawlspaces.  

• You can identify mold by a moldy or musty odor or by sight. 
Routine checks or maintenance in your home will help to quickly 
identify leaks or moisture before mold can become a problem.  

• The best prevention is to keep the air in your home circulated and 
ventilated, and to maintain indoor humidity below 60% (ideally 
between 30-50%). Indoor relative humidity meters are inexpensive 
($5-$15). 

• Before cleaning mold, be sure to wear the proper protection to 
limit exposure to mold spores. This may include clogs, a mask and 
eye protection.   

• Remove all standing water from the area using a wet vacuum. 
Next, wipe the area with water and borax, hydrogen peroxide or 
detergent. Dry the area after the mold has been removed.  

• For larger mold problems or for floods, sewage spills or other 
contaminated water leaks, contact a professional inspector.  

Not all molds that are black in color are 
“black mold”. Stachybotrys chartarum (or SC) 
is often the type of mold referred to as 
black mold. This greenish-black mold can 
grow on material with a high cellulose and low 
nitrogen content, such as fiberboard, gypsum 
board, paper, dust, and lint. Growth occurs 
when there is moisture from water damage, 
excessive humidity, water leaks, condensation, 
water infiltration, or flooding It may or may 
not contain mycotoxins. Although not rare, 
it is less common found in homes unless 
substantial water damage has occurred. 

Signs of moisture and 
mold under a bathtub. 
Copper piping often oxi-
dizes (turns green-blue) at 
joints, but large patches of 
green can indicate a small 
leak or moisture issues.  
The white areas are mold.  

Health Effects 
• While mold occurring outdoors is an 

important part of nature, exposure to 
indoor mold can pose health problems for 
some people. 

• Molds produce allergens, irritants, and, in some 
cases, potentially toxic substances or chemicals 
called mycotoxins. 

• Some mycotoxins are thought to affect people in 
much the same way as exposure to pesticides 
does. 

• Molds can cause asthma attacks in people with 
asthma who are allergic to mold. 

• Mold spores can cause allergic reactions in 
sensitive individuals and can cause non-sensitive 
individuals to develop allergies. 

Contact Environmental 
Services at (231) 242-1574 or 
enviro@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
for more information on mold 
prevention in your home.  
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Sources of Lead 
• Deteriorating lead-based paint (wall paint, old painted toys 

and furniture) 

• Lead contaminated dust (from wall paint) 

• Lead contaminated residential soil (from wall paint or 
leaded gasoline) 

• Naturally occurring in soil (in particular areas) 

• Lead plumbing or lead solder can put lead into drinking 
water 

Lead 
• Many homes built before 1978 have lead-based paint 

• Approximately 70% of the homes in Michigan were built 
before 1978 

• Sellers and landlords must disclose information about lead-
based paint 

• Lead-based paint in good condition is not usually a hazard 

• Lead enters the body through the mouth and nose, not the 
skin 

  FACTS 

• Lead is more dangerous to children, 
who have smaller bodies and are more 
likely to put things in their mouths 

• High levels of lead in children can 
result in brain and nervous system 
damage, behavior or learning problems, 
slowed growth, hearing problems, and 
headaches 

• High levels of lead in adults can result 
in reproductive problems, high blood 
pressure and hypertension, nerve 
disorders, memory and concentration 
problems, and muscle and joint pain 

Health Effects 

National Lead Information Center (NLIC) at 
1-800-424-LEAD 

Find a contractor by calling                                 
1-800-LEAD-LIST 

Lead risk assessment: On-site 
determination of presence, type, severity, 
and location of lead-based paint hazards. 
Many different areas of the home may be 
tested for the presence of lead.  Performed 
by a certified risk assessor. 

Lead Hazard Screen: A limited version 
of the risk assessment. Only deteriorated 
paint surfaces are tested, so it is 
recommended for only houses in good 
repair. Performed by a certified inspector. 

• Keep your home clean and dust-free 

• Keep children from chewing on window sills, railings or 
other paint-covered areas 

• Wash toys on a regular basis 

• Permanently contain or remove lead hazards via lead 
abatement performed by a contractor. Abatement is 
replacement, enclosure, encapsulation, or paint removal. Use 
only a lead-safe certified contractor! 

• Complete the Lead Poisoning Home Checklist available at: 
www2.epa.gov/lead/lead-poisoning-home-checklist. 

Reduce Your Lead Risk 
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‘Green’ 
Cleaning 

Most ingredients can be found in the cleaner or 
baking aisle of the grocery store.  Essential oils can be 
found in health food and natural food stores.  

All Purpose Cleaner 

Mix 1/2 cup white vinegar, 1/2 cup water, and 20 
drops essential oil. Store in cool dry place.   
 
Homemade Laundry Soap 
1 bar soap (natural or Ivory), 1/2 
cup Borax, 1/2 cup washing soda 
(not baking soda), water, 5 gallon 
bucket. Grate soap with a cheese 
grater, mix in saucepan with 
water, and heat until dissolved. 
Stir in Borax and washing soda 
until dissolved. Pour into 5-gallon bucket and fill 3/4 
full with hot water. Sir and allow to set overnight. 
Can also add 1/2 ounce of essential oil of choice 
(optional). Soap will be a chunky gel. Use 1/4 to 1/2 
cup per load of laundry (ok for HE washers and 
septic systems).  
 
Air/Fabric Refresher 
Mix 1 cup rubbing alcohol, 1 cup vinegar and 10-20 
drops essential oil into a clean spray bottle. Shake 
and test on small area.  
 

Toilet Bowl Cleaner 
Pour 1/2 cup vinegar and 1/2 cup 
baking soda into toilet bowl (will fizz). 
Scrub with toilet brush. Can add a few 
drops of lemon essential oil for ‘clean’ 
scent. 

Essential oils best for cleaning:  

lemon*  tea tree*  peppermint* 

grapefruit lavender*  cinnamon* 

eucalyptus* rosemary 

*contain natural antibacterial properties 

Homemade recipes 

Check Out These Links for more Info 

Green Product Guide/database: www.ewg.org/guides/cleaners 
EPA Design for the Environment Program: www.epa.gov/dfe/index.htm 

Search for “homemade cleaners” or “homemade green cleaners” 

Why should you use ‘green’ or homemade cleaning products?  Here’s  3 
reasons: 

1) Improve the Air You Breathe Indoors—many household cleaners  
contain volatile organic compounds (VOCs) that linger in the air and 
can have short and long-term health effects, while also aggravating 
asthma or breathing problems. 

2) Keep Your Family and Pets  Safe from Toxins—we can’t keep our kids 
safe from everything, but keeping less toxins in the house reduces the 
potential for accidental poisoning and chemical exposure effects.  

3) Keep Chemicals Out of Our Waters—chemicals (some toxic) go down 
the drain and into our ground water and lakes and streams. By not using 
chemical cleaners, you’re helping to keep our waters safe and clean for 
future generations.  

       Terminology 
‘Green’ cleaning refers to using environmentally-friendly, non-
toxic cleaning products throughout your home. Some  cleaners 
can be homemade, while others are commercially available and 
made from plant-based oils. 



Selected 
Contaminants: 

Arsenic 

Coliform bacteria 

Lead and Copper 
NitratesNitratesNitrates   
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Drinking 
Water 

• During a power outage, don’t try to 
turn on running water. Doing so will 
decrease the pressure in the system, 
increasing the risk of contamination 
entering. 

• If the power outage lasts several hours, 
be sure to run your taps for several 
minutes to flush the system once power 
is restored. 

• If your wellhead is flooded, 
contaminants can enter the top of the 
well. In the case of a flood, do not 
drink the water until the system has 
been flushed and disinfected. 

Well Operation 
Tips 

Facts 
• Sources of drinking water in Michigan include 

both ground water and surface waters (i.e. lakes).  

• Within the LTBB Reservation, the primary 
drinking water source is ground water. 

• LTBB operates two community drinking water 
systems that provide water to Wah Wahs Noo De 
Ke Village and Mitgwaakiis Housing and three 
other systems—all get their water from wells.  

• If you live in less developed areas of the 
Reservation, you will likely get your drinking 
water from a private well. 

Terminology 
Maximum Contaminant 
Level or MCL - The highest 
level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water, 
usually set near to levels at 
which  there are no known or 
expected health risks. 

Ground water is part of the earth’s 
hydrologic cycle and is recharged by 
rainfall and the bottom of lakes and 
rivers. An aquifer is an underground 
rock or soil that contains and transmits 
ground water.  Aquifers are either 
unconfined (sand and gravel) or confined 
(bedrock). Both types of aquifers are 
found on Reservation but confined are 
preferred as they are less susceptible to 
surface contamination. Flowing artesian 
wells are also located on Reservation—
check out the well north of Alanson on 
U.S. 31.  The average drilled well depth 
in Michigan is 125 feet!  

Ground Water  
101 

Source: Environment  
Canada 



Page 7 

A rsenic is a odorless, tasteless and persistent mineral in the environment that enters the body mainly through ingestion of food. 
Drinking water may pick up arsenic as it flows through arsenic-containing bedrock, but arsenic is also used as a wood preservative 
and in agricultural operations. The LTBB reservation area does not have high incidences of naturally-occurring levels of arsenic.  

L ead and Copper enter drinking water through corrosion of household pipes and plumbing. Older pipes, pipe solder, and 
fittings may also contain lead and copper components. The amount of lead and copper in your water depends on the quantity 
naturally occurring in deposits where your well is located, other minerals in the water and their amounts, the length of time the water 
sits in pipes, the amount of wear on the pipes, and water’s acidity and temperature. Northern Michigan has high naturally occurring 
copper, as you may experience with a metallic taste to your water or blue-green staining.  

N itrates  can enter shallow wells from sources such as livestock waste, septic tanks/drainfields, fertilizers, wastewater sludge, and 
nitrogen occurring naturally in earth’s geology. Infants and elders may suffer from “blue baby syndrome” (methanoglobinemia), 

where nitrite (converted from nitrate) changes hemoglobin to the non-oxygen-carrying methemoglobin.  

• Buying or building a new home with a private well? If on Reservation, contact the Housing 
Department at 242-1540 to set-up a site evaluation. Outside the reservation? Contact your local 
health department for a pre-permit evaluation (new well) or an inspection of the current well and 
testing. Many mortgage companies require testing for coliform bacteria, lead and nitrates.  The cost 
for testing is $35-$50 and should be included as part of the permit fee if for a new well.  

• Have you checked your well for bacteria in the last five years? Since most private wells are not 
chlorinated, periodic testing for total coliform can be a good indicator of problems with your 
drinking water source.   

• Routine testing for nitrates, lead, hardness, and metals is not required for private drinking wells, but 
annual sampling is recommended for wells near to known contamination sites or if sampling shows 
levels approaching the MCL for drinking water standards. 

 

Health Department of Northwest Michigan  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Environmental Health Services   Drinking Water Wells 
www.nwhealth.org/     water.epa.gov/drink/info/well/index.cfm 
(231) 347-6014—Petoskey 
(231) 547-6523—Charlevoix     National Ground Water Association 
       wellowner.org 

Testing & More Information 

If you get your water from a public facility, 
your water supplier is required to notify you of the presence 

of any contaminants at least Annually. 

C oliform Bacteria are naturally present in the environment. Total coliform refers to all bacteria, where fecal coliform are bacteria 
from human or animal wastes. Fecal bacteria can cause short-term health effects such as diarrhea, cramps, nausea and headaches. 

Testing for bacteria can indicate problems with well construction or water contamination.  
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Vampire power: 
Electricity used by 
electronic devices 
when they are 
switched off or in 
standby mode. The 
leaking electricity 
may be used to 
power a digital clock 
(such as on a stove 
or microwave) or 
keep the device ready 
for interaction with a 
remote. There may 
be no use for the 
leaking electricity, 
which manifests as 
the heat produced 
from a laptop or cell 
phone charger that 
has already charged 
its device or has been 
left plugged into the 
wall. 

 

Energy 
Conservation 

Vampire Energy 

 

Terminology 

Vampire power is also 
referred to as standby 
power, vampire draw, 
phantom load, or leak-
ing electricity. 
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Easy Ways to Conserve Electricity 
1. Plug your TV and other entertainment equipment into a power strip that can turn off all the systems 
with one switch. As long as these systems are still plugged into the wall, they still suck power. 

2. Unplug your cell phone charger when not in use, as chargers still suck power when plugged in. Some 
cell phones tell you when they’re fully charged so you can unplug them as soon as possible. Turn off your 
cell phone when sleeping, so you won’t have to charge it as much. 

3. Cut down on your use of the oven by baking things one right after the other, or use a toaster oven for 
small meals. 

4. Wash dishes by hand instead of using a dishwasher. If you use a dishwasher, choose an Energy Star 
rated one and don’t rinse the dishes off beforehand. Putting nearly clean dishes into the dishwasher can 
make the washer skip the wash cycle and go directly to a rinse. Also, you’ll use twice as much water by rins-
ing them beforehand. 

5. Mix things with a wooden spoon instead of an electric mixer. 

6. Replace all incandescent bulbs with compact fluorescent ones. 

7. If it’s cool outside, open your house’s windows instead of turning on the 
air conditioner. 

8. Put your computer to sleep if you’re going to be away for a short time. 
Turn it off if you’ll be gone for a long time, and make sure you unplug the 
power cord. It’s always better to turn it off and on than to leave it on for a 
long time. 

9. Hang your clothes out to dry instead of using a dryer. 

10.  Let the air dry your hair instead of using a hair dryer. 

Heating and Cooling 

1. Maintain a clear path from the air conditioner or heating vent. The absence of furniture will allow the 
heating/cooling system to perform more efficiently. 

2. Seal air ducts with duct-sealing mastic. 

3. Change or vacuum furnace filters every 30-45 days in the winter (and in the summer if you have central 
air conditioning, too). 

4. Buy Energy Star heating and cooling units, insulation, roofs, water heaters, windows and doors, all of 
which are subsidized by federal tax credits. 

5. Seal gaps in insulation in the attic and basement where most energy escapes in your home. 

6. Keep curtains and shades closed on summer days to keep the sun’s heat out and keep them open in the 
winter so the sun can help heat the house. 
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Best Water Conservation 
Tips 

1. Hand wash dishes instead of using the dishwasher, as 
the dishwasher uses more water. When you use the 
dishwasher, instead of rinsing the dishes from a 
running tap, fill the sink with soapy water and dip to 
remove foodstuffs.  

2. Take showers of only 5 minutes or do some bathing 
without the water running. For example, take a “Navy 
shower” where you turn on the shower to get yourself 
wet, turn it off to shampoo and soap up, and then turn 
it on again to rinse off. Don’t shave in the shower—turn 
off the water and rinse off your razor in a sink filled 
with a little water. 

3. Turn the faucet off when washing hands or brushing 
teeth. 

4. Have a lawn that doesn’t need much watering, or if you 
must water, only do it during the morning or evening 
when it’s cooler. Deep-soak your lawn to encourage 
deep root systems and make sure water gets down to 
the roots. Make sure you are only watering the plants, 
not the pavement. On sloped areas, plant shrubs or 
groundcover to better retain water. 

5. Allow roof runoff to enter a rain barrel, where it can 
later be used for watering plants. 

6. Check faucets, pipes, and toilets for leaks. Check for 
outside faucet leaks, too.  

7. Install low-flow shower heads and put aerators on 
faucets. 

Water 
Conservation 

Why Should You Conserve Water? 
Saving water will decrease the energy used 
to pump, treat, and heat your water - this 
will decrease your energy costs. Using less 
water in your home means less pollution 
elsewhere and more water for your life-
sustaining tasks, other people, animals, and 
navigation. 

8. Buy an adjustable toilet flapper for about 
$6. Replace your old flapper with the 
adjustable one to minimize the amount 
of water used for each flush. Or add a 
weighted water bottle to your toilet tank 
to take up space and prevent water from 
being used. 

9. Store drinking water in the fridge to 
avoid running water down the sink. 
Designate a single water glass to be used 
for a day or more to cut down on dishes. 

10. Use a “If it’s yellow, let it mellow. When 
it’s brown, flush it down” policy with 
your toilets. 

11. Only run your clothes washer when it’s 
full. 
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   Check out the EPA Water 

Sense Program for more info 

www.epa.gov/watersense 
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Open 
Burning 
Definitions 

The Solid Waste Disposal Statute 
(WOS 2003-001) defines “open 
burning” as “any fire wherein the 
products of combustion are emitted 
directly into the atmosphere and are 
not directed thereto through a stack 
or chimney, incinerator or other 
devices.”  

 

“ ‘Solid waste’  means all garbage, 
refuse, rubbish, trash, and other 
discarded, solid materials, including 
solid wastes materials resulting from 
i n d us t r i a l ,  c om m e r c i a l  a n d 
agricultural  operations,  from 
community activities and individual 
people…” 

Current LTBB Rules 

• On Reservation, Section IV. C. of WOS 
2003-001 reads “no person shall burn 
and/or incinerate any solid waste on any 
properties within the LTBB jurisdiction 
with the exception of those waste[s] allowed 
for by permit (brush, yard, waste and/or 
waste wood). This shall include but not be 
limited to burn barrels, burn baskets, in 
ground pits, garbage piles and the like.” 

• Burn permits are NOT required for 
campfires.  

• Burn permits can be obtained from the 
LTBB Natural Resource Department and 
are valid for 30 days from the date of issue. 

To find out any day if there are any burn restrictions for you area, go to 
http://www.dnr.state.mi.us/burnpermits/.  

Contact the LTBB Natural Resource Department at (231) 242-1670. 

When you burn wood, brush or garbage, the smoke contains 
different levels of pollutants that can pass into the lungs and cause 
immediate or long-term health effects. Some examples include: 

• Wood, paper, cardboard, leaf and brush smoke – contains fine 
particulate matter and volatile organic compounds that can make 
breathing difficult and aggravate asthma. 

• Plastic smoke— contains dioxins and other pollutants. Dioxins 
are highly toxic, carcinogenic and accumulate in the body. 

Health Effects 
Other Options Besides Open 
Burning:  

• Composting 

• Recycling 

• Seeking out special disposals for 
household hazardous waste, 
construction materials, and tires. 

Current State Rules 

In April 2012,  Michigan  passed Public Act 102 prohibiting the open 
burning of household trash that contains plastic, rubber, foam, 
chemically treated wood, textiles, electronics, chemicals or hazardous 
materials. The law is currently in effect.  *Note that additional  local 
ordinances may apply.  For more information, download the 
Michigan Open Burning Guide available at www.michigan.gov/deq.  



  

Recycling 
Why Recycle? Recycling prevents materials from entering the 
waste stream and filling landfills or polluting the air after 
incineration. Recycling an object means that you don’t have to 
pay for its disposal and it gets to be reused for another product. 
Reusing recycled products reduces the amount of new products 
that must be produced. Time, energy, transportation costs, 
materials, and money are ultimately saved. Reducing waste, 
reusing materials, and recycling helps protect the environment for 
the next seven generations. 

Free Recyclable Items 

Antifreeze*, scrap metal*, batteries*, cans, aluminum foil, foil 
trays, cardboard, brown paper bags, clothing and textiles*, 
florescent light bulbs*, glass bottles and jars, juice boxes, milk 
cartons, paper cups, motor oil plus*, newspaper, office paper 
(white paper, junk mail, filing folders, envelopes), all plastic 
containers, grocery bags, bread bags, electronics*, shoes*, small 
appliances*, cell phones*, magazines and catalogs, and plant 
plastics*. 
*Note—items must be taken directly to the Emmet County Transfer 
Station. Refer to the Recycling Guide for details. 
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What can I recycle? 
What you can recycle depends on where you live. On Reservation, recycling is available in both Emmet and 
Charlevoix counties. However, the recycling options differ between the counties. Outside the Reservation, 
contact your waste hauler or local government to see what is available.  
 
LTBB partners with Emmet County Department of Public Works to provide curbside recycling at the 
Government Center and Health Park locations. LTBB Facilities and Safety Department provides curbside pick-
up at Wah Wahs Noo De Ke Village and services the recycling trailer at Mtigwaakiis Housing. The lists below 
include what can be recycled in Emmet County, which also provides processing for Presque Isle, Cheboygan 
and Otsego counties.   

Appliances containing refrigerant, large 
appliances, rubble, asphalt shingles, 
mattresses, tires, wood. 

Recyclable Items 
That Require A Fee 

Special recycling events to 
Watch For: 

• Household Hazardous Waste Disposal  
• Prescription and Over-the-Counter Drug Drop-

off  
• Free Freon disposal (Charlevoix) 

Current LTBB Rules 

• The same statute that prevents open 
burning requires all tribally-owned or 
funded facilities (including housing) 
and enterprises to recycle on 
Reservation.   

• LTBB will make recycling bins available 
at all facilities and housing sites. 

See WOS 2003-001 for more information.  



Where can I recycle? 
On Reservation, recycling is available year-round. The recycling trailer at Mtigwaakiis Housing is available 24/7 with the exception of 
special events or on drop-off day (notice provided). At Wah Wahs Noo De Ke Village, curbside recycling occurs weekly on 
Wednesdays.  

Curbside recycling is available in Emmet County if you live in Bear Creek Township, Little Traverse Township, Resort Township, 
Harbor Springs or Petoskey (including Bay Harbor).  Own a business? Curbside may also be available. Contact Emmet County 
directly at the number below to set-up curbside.  

Drop-off sites serve the recycling needs for all other areas  
and in Charlevoix County.  

General Recycling Questions?  
Contact LTBB Environmental Services at (231) 242-1574 or enviro@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 

Charlevoix County  
Recycling and drop-off sites 

Beginning in 2013, Charlevoix County is now using Single Stream 
Recycling (everything in one bin). American Waste is the provider and 
they take all the recycling to their Traverse City facility for sorting. Drop-
off locations are listed below.  
1. Beaver Island Transfer Station: 36770 East Side Drive 
2. Boyne City: Charlevoix County Road Commission, 1251 Boyne Ave 
3. Boyne Valley Township: Addis Road, West of US 131 
4. Charlevoix: Sherriff’s Department, 1000 Grant Street 
5. East Jordan: east end of Nichols Street 
6. Melrose Township: State Street, west of Clarion Village, across from 

the Marathon Station 
 
Be sure to check the website for a map of locations and hours of 
operation—seasonal hours do apply at most locations!  

www.charlevoixcounty.org/recycling.asp 
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Emmet County 
Drop-Off Sites 

1. Mackinaw City:  Behind the High School and 
baseball diamond at the Public Works Yard. 

2. Cross Village:  Off Levering Road on Oak Dr., 
next to the Fire House. 

3. State Road:  At the Readmond Township Hall, 
just off State Road on Wormwood Road.  

4. Pellston:  At the corner of State St. and Zipf. 

5. Robinson Road:  Across from Jurek’s Market at 
the Pleasantview Road jog. 

6. Harbor Springs Area: In the parking lot at the 
Harbor Springs IGA.  

7. Alanson Area:  Off Milton Avenue in the 
Village Public Works Yard. 

8. Toski-Sands:  Behind Toski-Sands Plaza on M-
119.  

9. Glen's North:  In Glen’s Plaza, at the west end 
near the coin laundry. 

10. Petoskey South:  Behind Dunham’s in Bay 
Mall. 

11. Petoskey News-Review: In their parking lot at 
the corner of Howard and Michigan Streets. 

12. Springvale Township:  Behind the Township 
Hall off Mitchell Road. 

Emmet County Transfer Station  Emmet County DPW  Charlevoix County 
7363 Pleasantview Rd.   Curbside, General Inquiries General Inquiries  
Harbor Springs, MI  49740  (231) 347-348-0640  (231) 582-6193 
Hours: M-F 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  recycle@emmetcounty.org www.charlevoixcounty.org/recycling.asp 
Saturdays 8:00 am to 3:00 pm  www.emmetcounty.org/ 
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LTBB Reservation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NRD-Environmental Services Program 
7500 Odawa Circle 
Harbor Springs, MI  49740 
(231) 242—1574 
www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/
Environmental/ESPHome.html 
enviro@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 

Housing Department 
7500 Odawa Circle 
Harbor Springs, MI  49740 
(231) 242-1540 
www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/Departments/
Housing/Housing.html 
jgivens@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov  
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