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The Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
Natural Resource Commission Meeting 

April 27, 2005 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:10 p.m. 
 
Commission: Commissioner, John Keshick III; Vice-chair Debra Browne; Treasurer, Daugherty 
Johnson III; Associate Commissioner, Kelly Sprague and Secretary, William McNamara.  
 
Staff: Natural Resources Director, Doug Craven; Chief Conservation Officer, Kevin Willis; Fisheries 
Biologist, Stephen Lenart; Wildlife Biologist, Archie Kiogima Jr.; Wildlife Technician, William Parsons 
and Administrative Assistant, Fiona Banfield. 
 
Public comment opened at 6:12 p.m. 
Public comment closed at 6:13 p.m.  
 
NRC Reviewed the agenda.  
 
Motion made by Vice-chair, Debra Browne to adopt the agenda as amended, Associate 
Commissioner, Kelly Sprague supports. 5 Yes 0 No.  Motion carries. 
 
NRC reviewed the minutes of April 13, 2005. 
 
Motion made by Associate Commissioner, Kelly Sprague to accept the minutes of April 13, 2005 as 
corrected, Vice-chair, Debra Browne supports. 5 Yes 0 No.   Motion carries. 
       
Natural Resource Directors Report:  
 

• The Bear Hunters Association showed up at the 3-tribe meeting. They were trying to get 
support for the lawsuit that they just filed regarding bobcat hunting. The commission did not 
feel that this was appropriate for the Little River Band to invite them to the meeting.  

• At the CORA meeting Natural Resource Director, Doug Craven and Chief Conservation 
Officer, Kevin Willis talked with Sault Ste Marie tribe. The Sault tribe is thinking about 
adopting the three tribe code. Sault Ste Marie tribe is thinking about starting a Natural 
Resource Department of their own.  

• The CORA contract has been signed and sent out. At the CORA meeting they talked about 
getting the BSD chair to attend some of the meeting that Tom Gorenflo has been attending to 
get the BSD moving forward. 

• Hatchery project is moving along. We will be working with Northwest Design Group for a 
site plan on the property. 

• The pilings at the Beaver Island dock have already been replaced.  
• Some of the property that the DNR is going to dispose of will be going through forest 

certification process. If the tribes prove that some of the properties that the DNR is going to 
dispose of are of cultural significance then they might be willing to negotiate with the tribes.  

 
Motion made by Secretary, William McNamara to accept the Natural Resource Directors verbal 
report as presented by Doug Craven, Associate Commissioner, Kelly Sprague supports. 4 Yes 0 No 
1 Absent (McNamara).   Motion carries. 
 
7:05 p.m. Break 
7:17 p.m. Reconvene 
 
Motion made by Associate Commissioner, Kelly Sprague to send Secretary, William McNamara to 
Tribal Council with a letter requesting tribal council to have Tribal Chairman, Frank Ettawageshik 
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and/or Tribal Attorney, Jim Bransky  update the Natural Resource Commission  biweekly  on the 
inland negotiations issues by either phone or in person, Vice-chair, Debra Browne supports. 5 Yes 0 
No. Motion carries. 
 
Conservation Enforcement Report 
 

• There was some talk about funding the of trap nets to be pulled. 
 

Motion made by Associate Commissioner, Kelly Sprague, to accept the Conservation Enforcement 
report as presented by Chief Conservation Officer, Kevin Willis, Treasurer, Daugherty Johnson III 
supports.  5 Yes 0 No.  Motion carries. 
 
Treasurer, Daugherty Johnson III attended the water accord meeting in Lansing last week. This 
meeting was more of a meet and greet. There were only 4 tribes represented at this meeting. Once they 
start holding these meeting on a regular basis then the meeting will be a little more useful.  
 
9:31 p.m. Associate commissioner, Kelly Sprague leaves. 
 
Discussion was held on On Reservation rules and regulations. 
 
Motion made by Treasurer, Daugherty Johnson III to table adoption of the on reservation rules and 
regulations, commission by-laws and treaty fishing issues, Vice-chair, Debra Browne supports. 4 
Yes 0 No. 1 Absent (Associate Commissioner, Sprague). Motion carries. 
 
 Public comment Opens 10:51 p.m. 
Public comment closed 10:52 p.m. 
 
Motion made by Vice-chair, Debra Browne to adjourn at 10:53 p.m., Treasurer, Daugherty Johnson 
III supports. 4 Yes 0 No 1 Absent (Associate Commissioner, Sprague).  Motion carries. 
 
Next scheduled meeting May 06, 2005. 
Approved: 
 
__________________________________________________                                    ____________      
Associate Commissioner William McNamara, Secretary                        Date 
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