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Reservation Boundaries

B Why do reservation boundaries matter?

— Tribes have the'right to govern themselves within
“Indian Countr&”

— Land withinfindian Reservations are “Indian Country”
E Where aref;tﬁe boundaries of the Little Traverse

Bay Bands reservation?

- Defin__eﬁ’ by two treaties with the United States

— 183 ""Treaty of Washington

— 1f8 5 Treaty of De(roit
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{ .
The Reservation Defined by the
1836 Treaty of Washington

B From the cession aforesaid the tribes reserve for
their own use, t0 be held in common the
following tractg for the term of five years from the
date of the (a‘Eification of this treaty, and no

onger; unless the United States shall grant them

oermissigh to remain on said lands for a longer
period, namely: One tract of fifty thousand acres
to be Jocated on Little Traverse bay. . . [and] The

Beaxf;r Islands of/d_ake Michigan for the use of

the Beaver-igland Indians.
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Finding the 1836 Reservation

| Boundaries

B This reservation A
contains land is

reserved fro
and retams '
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The Reservation Defined by the
1855 Treaty of Detroit

The United States will withdraw from sale for the benefit of said
Indians as hereinafter provided, all the unsold public lands within the
State of Michigan embraced in the following descriptions, to wit:

.. . For the use of the'bands who wish to reside north of the Straits
of Macinac townships 42 north, ranges 1 and 2 west; township 43
north, range 1 west, and township 44 north, range 12 west. . . . For
the Beaver Island’'Band—High Island, and Garden Island, in Lake
Michigan, beingfractional townships 38 and 39 north, range 11
west—40 north; range 10 west, and in part 39 north. range 9 and 10
west. . . . Forthe Cross Village, Middle Village, L'Arbrechroche and
Bear Creekbands, and of such Bay du Noc and Beaver Island
Indians asgmay prefer to live with them, townships 34 to 39,
Inclusive, horth, range 5 west—townships 34 to 38, inclusive, north
range 6;west—townships 34, 36, and 37 north, range 7 west, and all
that p It of township 34 north, range 8 west, lying north of Pine
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The 1855 Little Traverse
Reservation

Map 14a: Land Transfers on the Little Traverse Reservation of Map 14b: Land Transfers on the Little Traverse Reservation of
1855, Lower Peninsula, by Authority and Decade, 1848-1975 1855, Beaver Island Group, by Authority and Decade, 1848-1975
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Ambiguous I?énguage and the
Need for De? led Ethnohistorical
nalysis

Map 1a: Indian Acquisitions Prior to 1855
on the Little Traverse Odawa Reservations of 1855
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State C_Iaii*ns 0 Reserved Land

Map 14a: Land Transfers on the Little Traverse Reservation of
1855, Lower Peninsula, by Authority and Decade, 1848-1975
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Dispossession by Allotment

ARTICLE 1: The United States will'give to each Ottowa and Chippewa Indian being the head of a
family, 80 acres of land, and to each single person over twenty-one years of age, 40 acres of land,
and to each family of orphan children under twenty-one years of age containing two or more
persons, 80 acres of land, and t0 each single orphan child under twenty-one years of age, 40
acres of land to be selected and located within the several tracts of land hereinbefore described.
under the following rules andiregulations. . . . After selections are made, as herein provided, the
persons entitled to the land may take immediate possession thereof, and the United States will
thenceforth and until the issuing of patents as hereinafter provided, hold the same in trust for such
persons, and certificates shall be issued, in a suitable form, guaranteeing and securing to the
holders their possessioniand an ultimate title to the land. But such certificates shall not be
assignable and shall contain a clause expressly prohibiting the sale or transfer by the holder of the
land described therein. . . . After the expiration of ten years, such restriction on the power of sale
shall be withdrawn, gﬁd a patent shall be issued in the usual form to each original holder of a
certificate for the land described therein, Provided That such restriction shall cease only upon the
actual issuing of the patent; And provided further That the President may in his discretion at any
time in individual'Cases on the recommendation of the Indian agent when it shall appear prudent
and for the welfare of any holder of a certificate, direct a patent to be issued. And provided also,
That after the €xpiration of ten years, if individual cases shall be reported to the President by the
Indian agent; of persons who may then be incapable of managing their own affairs from any
reason whatever, he may direct the patents in such cases to be withheld, and the restrictions
provided by the certificate, continuediso long as he may deem necessary and proper.




Dispossession by Legislation

The allotment provisions of the treaty were never
completed due to féderal iIncompetence and fraud

The 1855 treaty provisions did not allow Odawa children
to obtain reservation lands

The Odawas vy.érre promised a new treaty that would
provide for them

Congress declared that it would no longer treat with
Indians after 1870

The fedqrgl government passed “remedial” laws in 1872,
1875 and 1876 that allowed Odawas to take homesteads
from their commonly héld reservation lands

These homesteads were taken from the Odawas by
widely reportedblatant fraud
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/ Map 14a: Land Transfers on the Little Traverse Reservation of
1855, Lower Peninsula, by Authority and Decade, 1848-1975
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Federal Patents
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Federal Patents
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Federal Tract Books
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Homestea "s and the Little
Traverse kand Rush, 1875

Map 14a: Land Transfers on the Little Traverse Reservation of
1855, Lower Peninsula, by Authority and Decade, 1848-1975
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Nev\ﬁpapers

Sentinel (Charlevoix) 17 April 1875
The Homestead Excitement-This
northern region has never been rocked
by greater excitement than that which
followed the announcement last week
that the Indian lands would be open for
settlement on the 15th of this month.
During the first two days of this week,
the woods around Petoskey and
Charlevoix were filled with homestead
seekers ... At an early hour the walk
yard and steps of the [land office]
building were thronged with anxious
homesteaders; and, indeed the crowd
was so great that . . . [they] were forced

K Emmet county was taken up first. On
Thursday afternoon they were engaged
upon Charlevoix county.
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Grand Traverse Herald, 22 April 1875

The homestead excitement is over.
Fifty-nine of the sixty men who came all
the way from Petoskey to locate the
“N.E. 1/4 of Sec.10" have gone home
disappointed. Only one of them got it.
It wasn’t the man that vociferated the
loudest. It wasn’t the man that slept in
the dry goods box. It wasn’t the man
that held on to the door knob of the

1 office from midnight til 8 a.m. It was the
man that was lucky. . . . As a result of
the opening of the reservations, 194
homesteads have been entered and

250 soldiers declarations filed-444 in all.
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Preserving O awa Homesteads
and Allotments

B Zachariah Chandler, Michigan’s most
powerful Se?Ator
I

— Used his influence to help Republican officials
claim Od wa homesteads

B Carl Sc urz Secretary of the Interior

— Used.the power of his office to preserve Odawa
h?esteads and allotments
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RG49/Land Files
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~John L. Davis, testifying on behalf of
John Heany, stated, “I know the land
In question. It was abandand [sic] by
the defendant for more than six
months before the date of the
complaint in this case. There is no
house on the land no improvements.”
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Nigaanikwan gave a deposition in October 1877. He
testified, “about two months after his entry he went upon
the land and . . . cleared about three acres . . .. Inthe
following spring he built a log house 15 x 16 feet with
windows and a door, a good floor and other conveniences.
Affiant . . . lived there until the spring of 1877 when a white
man came and ordered him off . . .. Fearing a difficulty
afflant moved of the land, when he believes same white
man moved into his house. Affiant was never absent from
the land after he entered the same for a longer period than
three months. He had no notice of the trial and did not
hear that the land was advertised until after . . . the trial
took place.”
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Brooks reported, “The claimants affidavit duly
corroborated is filed herewith. . . . On a personal
Inspection of the place | found that claimant had . .
. about 3 acres of Indian clearing. . . . The Indian
showed me where his house and also his sugar
house had stood but both had been burned as the
contestant admitted. | should judge that the house
was about 18 x 12. . . . Heany Is said to be a man
of considerable wealth the owner of a large and
valuable farm in southern Michigan.”
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Heany testified, “I know
Josette Jawanedinokwe,
She has never resided on
said land nor made no
Improvements thereon.”
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Jawandinokwe gave deposition, “. . . the Indians of her band went
upon the land and cleared about 4 acres of land for her and . . .
she had a house built . . . unto which she . . . resided up to the
date of her expulsion . . . Her house is of logs 16 x 16 feet . . .
[S]he resided in her said house and annually cultivated about five
acres. In the fall of 1876 affiant was absent from her house about
10 days engaged . . . in gathering crops there and while so absent
her house was forcibly entered by a certain white man . . . who
took possession of the same and threw . . . her furniture and
possessions out of the house and has resided there since. . ..
The said white man threatening to shoot affiant if she came near
the place. After she got her things said white man threatened on
several occasions to chop her to pieces if she came back to the
place. He also took nearly all of the crops, about five acres which
she had growing on her place. . . . The said white man has . . .
continued up to the present time to reside in her house.”
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Brooks reported, “James Heany made affidavit that he knew the
claimant and the land entered by her. And that she had never resided
on said land nor made any improvements thereon. . . . | made a
personal inspection of this place . . . He [James Heany] went with me to
the land in contest. . . . Heany admitted to me that he took possession of
the place in absence of the woman, made some slight improvements in
the house, and resided therein until Sept. 1877 . . . It will be observed
that at the hearing Heany swore positively that Josette had no
Improvements on the land and had never resided there. . . . The facts as
proven by my investigation show that such was not the case, and he
admitted living in the house built by her, and that he had thrown some of
her property out when he took possession. . . . Heany’s testimony as to
her improvements was false, and on the merits, | think the Indian
claimant entitled to the land. . . . There is not the least doubt in the world
that at the date of publication in the case, Josette was living either upon
the land or in the immediate vicinity of the same, so that personal
service should have been had in the case.”



Mackinac Agency

~Hon. E. A. Hayt
- Comr of Indian Affairs
- Sir,

| hand you herewith an affidavit and
letter in reference to a case which Special
Agent E. J. Brooks and myself investigated
last fall. 1 would suggest that due attention
be attended to it as it was one of extreme
hardship and villainy.

| hope | may receive some specific
Instructions, what course to pursue not only
in this case, but many others of similar
matter. | will not occupy your valuable time
with a long letter, as one who has seen the
premises, and persons, as Mr. Brooks has, in
__ this case can explain much more
. satisfactorily than any one can write on.



...  am informed that money was
raised in Emmett County by the
“Land Sharks” who are entreating
to bull doze the Indians out of their
Homesteads, and have employed
Gen. Ralph Ely Auditor General of
this State who you will recollect
was one of the purchasers of one
of Brubackers claims for a
Homestead, which we visited. |
am informed now that Ely is in
Washington now to head off your
representations. . . .
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Digital library replaced paper archive

All new documents captured with scanner or
camera

All old documents scanned

PDF formatfor easy opening and retrieval
Transcriptions inserted

More flexibility in organization
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Treaty Allotments
Yearly # of Yearly %o of Allotments Issued Issued Per 1375

Total # Acres | Reservation by Acres, Reservation, Cash | Per 1855 Treaty in | Legislation for Special
Year by year Year Cumulative Cumulative Entry Acres List in Acres
184% 2162 0.98% 2162 0.98% 2162
18439 1% 0.42% 3,070 1.40% 2%
&850 1,043 0.48% 4,113 1 7% 1,043
1851 B2 0.29% 4,748 2. 16% B2
1852 G2 [0.29% & E10 2 56% 262
1970 0 0.00% 219,672 99 999
1471 0 0.00% 219672 29 99%
1972 0 0.00% 219672 29 99%
197 0 0.00% 219672 29 99%
1974 26 0.01% 219,698 100 00%
1975 0 0.00% 219 B3 100 00%
Total 219 693 100.00%, 18,226 25,750 17,003

&
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Homesteads Cancelled

5123 | Ja-wa-ne-dim-sac, Jossette 1877 | Heany, James 1889 | 38NO5W34ANESE 40
5125 | Wisen-wa-hat, Mary Ann 1877 | Davis, John L. 1889 | 38NOSW34NESW 40
38NOSW34NWSW 40
38N0O5W34SESW 40
38N05W34SWSW 40
5126 | Issininne, Terrace 1877 | Hughes, Matthew M. 1889 | 37NOSWO3NENW 38
37NO5SWO3NWNW 38
37NOSWO3SENW 40
37NO5WO3SWNW 40
5134 | Mick-si-many, Joseph 1876 | Hildorf, Augustus 1889 | 37NO6WI14NESE 40
37NO6W14NWSE 40
37NO6W14SESE 40
37NO6W14SWSE 40
5139 | Nobigag, Terrace 1882 | Citas, Charles 1889 | 37NO6W36NENE 40
37NO6W36NWNE 40
37N06W36SENE 40
37N06W36SWNE 40




Home ead Frauds

Map 1: Investigations of Frauds on Indian Homesteads

Legend {
i | Contested and Patented to Original or Heirs \/-\-/
I contested and Patented to Other '

Patented to Criginal or Heirs

;_r‘h‘



At the End oﬁ" the Nineteenth
@entury

The Odawas continded to live in their historic towns.
They continued to make their living from the harvest of
natural resources.on the land and water.

Although the Odawas had acquired title to nearly 1/3 of
the reservatlondand they subsequently lost this land by
fraud, taxatloa and to sales.

Non-Indian ewners of the land cut timber and abandoned
much of thelr property, leaving the largest part of the
reservatloﬁ to reforesit.

Resorts; ‘not farming, were the primary industry.

Odaw. fs played an i b'portant role in the local economy
as seasonal wage laborers, fishermen, and entertainers

at resorts. (
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Who Obtained Owners hip of Land Title Within the
Little Traverse eservation Boundaries

About ¥4
Patented to State
of Michigan

Summary of Authorities

1/3 Patented under
“Indian” Authorities

017%

About 12
Patented to
non-indian

private

Interests

0 38%

o Cash Entry

0O Allotments Issued Per 1855 Treaty in
Acres

W Treaty Allotments Issued Per 1875
Legislation for Special List in Acres

@ General Allotment Act in Acres

@ Section 2313 Indian Homestead in Acres

O Homesteads Issued to Indians in Acres

0O Homesteads in Acres

m 1850 & 1855 Military Bounty Land in
Acres

m Sault Ste. Marie Mission Lands Supreme
Court Scrip in Acres

@ Swamp Lands Act in Acres

m Establishment of Grazing Districts in
Acres

m 1912 & 1922 National Forest Land
Exchange in Acres

m Michigan Islands National Wildlife Refuge
in Acres

@ State School Lands (Section 16) in Acres

| 3




Aaps

Map 14a: Land Transfers on the Little Traverse Reservation of
1855, Lower Peninsula, by Authority and Decade, 1848-1975

Legend

I #iiotment per Act of 1875

| Cash Entry
[ General Allotment Act
|| Homestead Act. 1862
:l Indian Homestead, Act of 1862
I Michigan Land Exchange
- Military Bounty Land
I 1ot Patented
RS 2313 Indian Homestead
I ssM Supreme Court Scrip
B state School Lands
I swamp Lands Act, 1850

| Treaty Allotment

Map 14b: Land Transfers on the Little Traverse Reservation of
1855, Beaver Island Group, by Authority and Decade, 1848-1975
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Legend

Il ~iotment per Act of 1875

[ ] cashEntry

m Establishment of Grazing Lease
- General Allctment Act

[[77] Homestead Act, 1852

[ indian Homestead, Act of 1862
Il 1sionds Wildife Refuge Act
I:| Light House Lands

- Michigan Land Exchange
I 1viitary Bounty Land

B state School Lands

[ swamp Lands Act, 1850

| Unknown Autharity




20th Century Userand Occupancy of the

Little Traverse Reservation, 1900-1950

Keeping in mind City @f Sherrill vs. Oneida Indian Nation,
and need to demonstrate that:

1. the Little Traverse Reservation is not a place of “longstanding,
distinctly non-Iadian character,”

2. although lands within reservation boundaries are/have been
occupied, governed and “owned” by non-Indian entities, these
do not canstitute significant “attendant dramatic changes in the
character of the properties,”

3. thére has not been a#long delay in seeking equitable relief against
[the State] or its local @inits... spanning several generations.”
i




1. The Little Traverse Reservation is a place of longstanding,
distinctly Indian character

Consistent Demographics

ILittle Traverse Reservation Communities, 1900-1930t : g g
_ _ _ _ _ Map 5a: Odawa Population Distribution on the
Community  Indian Indian Indian Indian Little Traverse Reservation, 1930 Federal Census
Pop.1900 Pop.1910 Pop.1920 Pop.1930
. Legend
Charlevoix 20 30* 55 71 el gy
Bay Shore " 149 123 114 88
High IslandYY? 120 126 89 IE " RTTRE
Bay View / 130** 113** 173** 227**
Petoskey
Cross Village 295 332 118 134
Harbor 213*** 184*** 248*** 148***
Springs
Middle 102 7 90 54
Village /
Good
HartYYY?
Total village 1029 915 887 797
populations
Total 1114 1215 1187 959
Reservation
Population
% of total 92% 75% 75% 83%
reservation
| population
\. living at
traditional
village sites
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Consistent Demographics }
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Tabla 2: Indian Papulation of Charlevoix and Emmat Counties, 1870-2000

Indian Population Total 1870 Indian Pepulation Total 1850 Imdian Popuation | Total 1890 |Indian Population in

in 1870 Population in 1880 Population in 1890 Population 1900 Total 1900

Couny Population
Charlzvoix 213 1724 201 5113 222 G656 32 13,956
Emmet 1100 1211 1107 f634 a14 8756 753 15,931
Total 1.313 2935 1.208 11.754 1,136 18442 1,114 29,887

Indian Populaticn Total 1910 (Indian Population inf  Total 1520 Indian Populaticn Total 1920 | Indian Populaticon in

in 1910 Population 1920 Population in 1930 Population 1940 Total 1940

County Population
Charlavoix 334 13,157 294 15,768 261 11581 247 12031
Friimet 840 13.561 268 15,658 701 15109 RAR 15751
Total 1.224 37,718 1.182 347 962 27,090 935 28,822

Indian Population Total 1950  |Indian Population inl  Total 1960 Indian Popuwation | Total 1970 |Indian Population in

in 1950 Fopulation 1960 Population in 1970 Population 1980 Total 1920

County Population
Charlavoix 224 13475 223 13421 111 168541 356 19807
Emimet 630 16534 S08 15504 26T 18331 512 22992
Total| 854 32,009 i | 29,335 78 34872 | a68 42,699

Indian Population Total 1990  |Indian Population ini  Total 2000

i 155 Population 2000 — Population
Couny
Charlsvoix 377 21468 403 26090
Emimet 683 23040 a7a 31437
Total 1,060 43,608 1,381 57,547

§.
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Traditional subsistence practices

continued (hu

gathering) despite increasi
of criminalization

nting, fishing

g threat

_hi]-r#

doseph Donatns,

_Gabd_Hart, was_bronght. -to_this—eity
fhl'lﬂﬂ“;l hu ,q*‘!t‘e  Dranasty s

Fish ‘Wﬂﬂlﬂn Stanford of Boyne City

and arraigned  before Juntmﬁ Krieger.
~eharged with shooting a

bl ;stm.ummntmh maimnt*.’;i

an Indian Tiving near

e
AFUCFIIY Y T TALLE H.-Illl l

deer_ in th#!
le Justice Hl!]ﬁﬁﬁi a fine Rﬂdl

9 .-j

Petoskey

WPA Reports

cord, December 1909.

S

ARREST FOUR FOR
+ [LLEGAL PRACTICES

R

Wiiderneis State Park Area Mecca
for Out-of-Season Deer Hunters

! District Game Warden Deuell and
Conservation Officer Carl Weber,
lodged a charge against Loui: Fran-
cis for killing a deer out of season.
He pled ruilty before Justice Paul
Hothe at Pellston and was senlenced
to serve 30 days in the Emmet coun-
ty jail.

Louis Gasco pled guilty to the
charge of Floyd Bronson, keeper of
the Wildernes: state park. of car-
rying a shotgun loaded with buck
shot and slugs. He was sentenced to
60 days in jail

Joe Meangwia waz charged by
Weber of carrying a gun in deer
territory after the season clused and
was fined $25 and costs, which he
paid.

Joe Bonishing was charged with
the same offense and given 60 days
to raise the money.

Considerable trouble has been
brewing in the park area and it i
rumored that more eulprits will be
brought to justice.

Charlevoix Courier, December 1930

groups in Emmet County,
grass aad birch bark duriag this month.
took us to the location on State land where we might peel birch bark,
This brougi wide grins and much pleasure from our Indians as in the past
they had to buy, beg, or steal their materials where they comld.

In July, 1938 the gathering of matsrials was started by two
The material being seasonable, we gathered sweet
The local conservation officer

2
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Traditional subsistence practi€es integrated with other aspects of
Odawa culture well-documented through 1950, in folklore,
Kinship roles and responsibilities, ethnobotanical knowledge and

use.
While enjoying the delicious maple sugar loaf and gazing about
P L Ty AT him, the visitor discerns at once that this is no every day sugar
A e o camp. He might readily imag.in_e tha_t the scenes surroun_ding
5 copl R him have been taken from a living picture of an early period of
5ol G niae Michigan history, so much is the present suggestive of the red
e man'’s traditions, and so little imitative of the white man’s
as , (LA ta (T GLS
/ modern methods
- , R - e “Cross Village Indian [Moses Samuel] Uses Primitive Equipment in His
5 C" B U Maple Sugar Camp,” 28 April 1932, Emmet County Graphic
!... I‘f} ; artd : . 1 r
LidtA ;;_,'J".‘ PR s s L _,_l__.(fib.,.:\ | | E . .
9.‘.’_'1{.}.{'_1:.;”,: :'...:.u__ !’{* s G S e ._L_L_ oL | C-ﬂ:ﬂsﬂ Flllﬂ-gﬂ 'nd"-ﬂns [F'IIHE
o / y : . ‘ o e | H - i .'I
__C-ﬁ._..u;;;ﬂ.w-f Cotirnzy Lasl it | -Ancient Name for Settlement|
o’é“—“"f-/-‘- Lhe 26 67 * Bl ! i & Ey iFly Aurty D. Strehpaml} i."a-:-'-:f:d fir free 1hal mas on & KA
S A——— F ‘il e | OERE ot
e ey ca.mq_ ey e l'e::_: o S ?9?' u'}.:'!'ﬂm r-&||1r¢|-i er-n.'iu ;mﬂ:.- Thee 1ree, wsed by rrecelens ;.l-.nz:
_/ 7 ¢ Lish this sfiilemesl on a 100 the !n:r- I|I|a-.'\-|.'_!\.l| | ]1.|::|..'|1||| i l-ﬂ-ll-:- i
[i&i--z-.r_‘: Lod . -_‘-_ . i £ 7 I| ool ISl ex Il;l-ul-c!ull; Lake Riich- :“'“ oy h mu -':"'"-"_\_"':' ‘_—- LIl aEr I
SO e e e _"‘;‘._T igan [Im mariBern Emnsed soundy, | i was reiafed 0 dhe somilines ol
A g i ’ iy & (7 el e red men whg liee in fai- J:-h Tanmes, 8 traseler in ihls re i
ol gand” Aroq2ii 4 f7 bqand. gadBiia bora fuere peldin this nae desplte EI:T ;;F‘LH-II} {ime The= bnw | -\.'|"'\-|
(‘i“_ f ol ry =i :.wh“n 'lhnglhmp:lr;';“;;hcﬂ:#ﬂif falled |T;T:FI.I FI'!'III by g L Wiie
ol . L g msn—the white man—who rhoso troders. With hi eatpb&islemeng af
|to eall [E4E peeiw rn:-.:qt-r comenumidy | B malsslom al Harter rrings al the
Ly aim Villngs soulhernnsst eAnk nlf 1The grries of
1 e ceny [ L e | W - 9E4 TN

“Cross Village Indlans Use Ancient Name for Settlement,”
Grand Rapids Press, 1940

Jennie Shawrdﬁto Teresa Shawan, 31
January 1}09. ((
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“The modern Ottawa still
retain a remarkable

knowledge of herbal medi

considering that Wester
medicinal remedies an
practices have been
universally embraced.

remedies an e
perhaps but
reason for

rtainly no
carding the

 latter.”
“Ottawa | n Medicine,” Fieldnotes
Ettawageshik, Box 1, Folder 4: Manusc
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“Herbs,” Fieldnotes of Jane Ettawageshik, ca. 1946




Odawa adaptations to non-lrjian Industries relied upon their
traditional knowledge and sKills in relation to the Reservation

*

resources:

Fishing > > Commercial fishing

Knowledge of the Woods > > Lumber industry, craft
production, and
commercial maple sugar

' production
Hunting > f > Guiding
Folklore > &= > Tourism and resorter
" culture

e
The most notable Indian settlement in Michigan is located near Harbor Springs.
It has a population of about 200. The Indian settlements have their own schools
and conduct their government similar to those made up of whites. The mode of
life varies among the Indians to a considerable extent. ... Some of the families
have a standard of living similar to the white residents, the members tilling their
farms or working for white persons in various lines of manual labor. Others
spurn the advances of civilization and prefer to live as simply as possible,
raising little patches of corn and spending most of their time hunting and
fishing. The Grand Rapids Press, 1922.

A\ 7 >0 %




Government-sponsored schemes for Little Traverse economic
development also revolved around their traditional knowledge and

skills:

e American
Legion land
purchase
scheme

* Works Progress

JHandicraft
A 4/ Project

“We have already given some thought to the needs of these people and
have secured options on 7000 acres of land in Emmet County under the
sub-marginal land program. . . This land was cut over some thirty years
ago. Much of it is hardwood with a good second growth. . . the expense of
acquiring a solid block of say, 10,000 acres, in that locality should not be
prohibitive. . . The location is near Pellston in Emmet County on U. S.
Highway No. 31, about 10 miles from Cross Village where many of these
Indians at present have their homes. We have the assurance of the
Michigan Department of Conservation that this when cleared would make
very good farm land and the region abounds in good fishing streams and
lakes and provides good hunting.”

Frank Christy to W. Carson Ryan, 6 December 1934

Reviving Dﬁelligan lndiall
Arts And Crafts

way of Ih-in: 1;. #hory | laks an islersst 16 OFd tﬂ.‘inl WO R Ry w—ﬂln—h!—m-h_lhd;iq_hm,
lown ﬂmw-mmm-mmmtndm Bamna ware Brerwrs eoes-b vl lable-for-uss-of wim.

ift originated from the rMackinad Tsland, & Mourlshing suns employsd In pounding wih Fogs “to| 17 iporT WnThulaste af-the buding= |-
ousehold artiches. He mer resort, sold all the handieran slain long, thin srips &' be ussd tos and Orayling Blais parks wire
ind RErowe 18 il rmluu. Indisms of the Siraits country (in making baskets. Others made | mads the Indians on ths Bugpsr

ned  bar u mnala wers | clined when Lhe cost of, lving wen! wers employed to detorsis tham. | earry food to flrs fighting, oriws
sor flags @n wigwsms . up bul the prices paid the Indisss 300 clher groups wers Sagaged in \'I‘-I.IT. mads by the Indisss at Cross
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Odawa religious life incorpora "d Christianity (was not replaced by it)
and churches formed focal point of social and political life:

!

Before the coming of the “palefaces,” they
were held during the late spring, and peach
offerings. Groups of grown people would go
from place to place saluting each other,
saying, “We are going around as spirits.” At
each place they would feast, dance and sing,
and throw food into the fire. The would go for
miles to reach some outlying home, trailing
through the forests with birchbark torches,
and making merry as they went along. Today,
a family piles into the old “jalopy” and goes
long distances to one of these suppers, using
this occasion also as an opportunity to visit.
The change in the time for these feasts from
the early part of the year to the first week in
November was brought about through the
influence of the early missionaries, who saw
the feasibility of aligning this custom with the
feast days of their church, All Souls Day and
All Saints Day. However, as of old, this
custom remains non-sectarian because all of
the Indians regardless of creed, still take

cognizance of these “Ghost Suppers.”
Fred Ettawageshik, “Ghost Suppers,” American

o

N \

2 P

Anthropologist, vol. 45, no. 3, pt. 1,1943. e

P

Ottawa Indians of northern Michigan will hold a picnic
in Charlevoix Aug. 4 and 5. .. The picnic is arevival of
the old annual Cross Village Indian picnic carried on
under the leadership of the old Chief Shomin,
grandfather of a young chief of the same name, now a
resident of Petoskey and also of William Shomin of
Charlevoix, one of the billed speakers. For many
years the Cross village event was of great importance
to whites and Indians of the northern part of the state;
and this revival by sons and grandsons of the old
sponsors is the beginning of an annual continuance. .
. The roster of speakers includes names of prominent
Indians from all the northern towns and settlements
where there are Ottawa colonies of any appreciable
number. These men are respected citizens and
discharge their responsibilities as such with credit.
One prominent member of the tribe, Dan Maksawba is
well known throughout the middle west and southern
states as a great favorite of the thousands of
Charlevoix’a summer visitors whom he serves as a
city mail carrier. He has record of 15 years’ service.
Grand Rapids Press, 26 July 1926,




Indian land acquisition (and loss) in the twentieth century:

o APPEAL TO PINGRER."

. , & oy Title Are After Thelr Lands "

Burt Lake Band’ s land, 1900 — 194 ‘El:,.h 18, —Basuuel Giflgon, obief of the
i s who still remain In the vicinity

Cheboy County, bas written to
'sq cOBCUDIDG Iands of which he {ax-

ic doma | e S e
N w
e Public dpmaln aI_Io_tmeqts acquil “?’u‘m‘?ﬂ 57‘:'; ;ﬁmpt m";:,_
. N iang neorr X+
under Indian provisions in the :. 0. | ""mm.?.h:&fmhw v oo,
Homestead Acts of 1903 and 1921 on Mw.mm.hﬂha x ‘i",,"‘"",;‘,"“““ . t&h:?
. ¥ [ ] u ' ; ®
High Island foor dioe Mr. Mo Gluo, who bought up the
faln their cburch and the adjoining residence for the
cie ; ] priost, h.l'llllil' seige ;Tﬁ?ﬁlnd&: o!. the :ﬂt:]-
F 1] { -] . [
* Initiation of sale of 133 public domain m""’”"'m'-ﬂu oy mmm g E!"ﬁ"""“" ta
allotments (1,749 acres of'trust land) on taxes, but have recelved na reply t propositfon.
i “Indi A | to Pi ,” March 1901, Anishinab
Beaver Island Archipelago by Rex e (e S s
Supplement).

Burns, 1

T

“From the data at hand it appears that the
public domain allotments on Beaver, Hog
and Fox Islands in lake Michigan are not
being used by the Indians. In view of this
fact it was felt that possibly these lands
should be sold. .. If you happen to know
what the reaction of the Indians would be
¥ to aproposal of this kind, please include

‘!_ that information in your reply.”
E ~ I Rex Barnes to J:C. Cavill, Great Lakes Indian Agency, 1945
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“The reaction of the Indians w?_’bld be to a proposal of this kind”:

On this occasion, an Indian agent from Ashland actually came here to
Charlevoix. I don’t know what they were doing over here. If they were in
the business of terminating people’s land rights or whatever, but they made
atrip over here. The person from the Bureau went to see my grandmother
[Isabelle Oliver] ... It seemed to me that was more related to the parcel on
Beaver Island. They were trying — this was in the 50s also —to get her to
relinquish that parcel because she was probably one of the few people still
living that had some direct connection there. ... [S]he listened for about
twenty minutes and then she threw the man out. .. .She was a tiny little
woman, but she went on atirade | guess and said, “Don’t ever come here
again.”

She threw him out of her house and said, “Don’t ever come back. We've all
suffered enough injury and if you think I'm going to relinquish anything,
you're crazy.” Basically, that’s what the tone of the conversation was. She
threw him out. | often wonder [if] maybe that's why [the Oliver Allotment on
Beaver Island] that’s still a U.S. Government lot, because they didn’t get
anywhere. She never signed anything. She wouldn’t take money. She
wouldn’t take anything; she just threw them out. (Interview with Eva
Petoskey by Frank Ettawageshik, 3 July 2001)
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2. Non-Indian presence Witfn the boundaries of the Little
Traverse Reservation evolved in direct relation to the fact
that it was a place occupied by a large Indian population :

Legacy of 19th century

 Missionaries, traders, guests of the Little Traverse Odawa

* Rush for land “easily” dispossessed from Indian population

 Attraction of thﬁ. ndian population in relation to tourism
and the resorte pexperience

 Non-Indian employers who exploited the resources of the
Little Traverse Reservation also drew upon its large, cheap,
yet skilleddabor pool of Indian residents.
' a
The non-‘lféian presencefhas not constituted significant
“attenda drama(ti?,ch nges in the character of the

properiles” - 2/3
\?rks, etc.) \
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“The war
Petoske

dance...,”

Daily Resorter,

&

Petoskey. . . the playground of the nation, had overlooked one of its
greatest resort and tourist assets-the American Indian, the race
about whom every school child has read in their home environment,
but few have seen. .. .Persons in the resort sections, who have
grown accustomed to seeing Indians daily, are believed to have had
their appreciation of the redmen as a tourist attraction dulled by
this frequent contact. They can see nothing unusual in their
presence. Yet there are millions of persons in the United States
today, adults as well as children, who never have seen an Indian. . ..
Petoskey gradually is becoming aroused to the possibilities of the
Indian. .. Members of the tour unaccustomed to seeing Indians
daily were quick to sense the possibilities of using them in this way
at resort time. . . perhaps the whole state-should capitalize more

upon the Indian as a tourist and resort attraction.
The Grand Rapids Press, 1931

Ottawas at Charlevom to
Gwe New:Birth to Cross
\hllage chmc. '

'rowus 'SEEK 1'27 EVENT4
,I - :‘" l *
." Grand Raplds Press, 26 July 1926
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3. The Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians have

continuously sought equi
spanning several generations:

Treaty-based claims con
uninterrupted from 19t
Early 20t century clai
included:

* Recovery of C
and Bonds Promised
_in the Treaty, of 1855

Land struggles
(Burt Lake Band and
publiecddomain allotm

+ Hunting, fishi
resource used g@t

ued
entury.

awa Funds

-~

ble relief against the state,
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Little Traverse Odawas were leaders not just on their reservation,
but of political organizing in.Michigan more broadly.

The political succession of'leadership from one generation to
another can be traced without interruption from the early
nineteenth century through to the present.

Court of Claims actions, pre-1900-1907

Political Organizing and Coalitions, 1910s-1920s
*The Ottawa ar d Chippewa Association (or Council) of
Michigan :
 The Michigan Indian Organization
* The Chicago Claim

,_ Th American Indlic Assomaﬂon
| * The Michigan JRdiapfDefense Association
\ y The Indi > ation Act



The Indian Reorganization Act

1934-1935:
e Federal encouragem
himself
» Petitions filed by several leaders to ensure “we are not
overlooked,” to get* our lands back,” to secure “Indian only
fishing grounds..

t to organize, particularly from Collier

1935-1936: .
e Debates am@ng the Odawa over meaning of the IRA
Involvement of Father Aubert in MIDA
e Collier remained encouraging

1936-19429/
e Federal focus on financial “burden” of allowing IRA In

: Mig}f’igan
A\« Commission,
\J,Odawa to or

" to stall, and eventually deny the
3r [RA
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We are pleased to advise you that the Dill has been passed
by Congress and was approved by the President oa June 18. A
copy is endlosed for your information. Unfortunately, none of
the appropriations therein anthorized wero made. TYou ask whether
thers was & time limis for the Indiane to subscribe to this
legislation. Under Section 18 the Indians have ome year within
which to either accept or reject this bill.Instructions with
reference to thim phase of the matter will be discussed in a
oircular to be issued at an early date.

John Collier to Paul Kijigobinese, 26 June 1934.

a consideration
nAct...Dueto the To help us Indians here on the
nization, I am island. To get our lands back,

i /o Wiggot be which we lost out on taxes titles
ear on the petition are ’

We [Cross Village] request to be gi
in regard to the Indian Reorganiz
fact that we have no chartered or
sending a petition with the ide
overlooked. The names that

Indians of one-half or more Indian . . . | would have and also we liked to have him. To
found alarger number of petitioners, but some Indians help us. To furnish us some

were not able to write. In another case some older farming outfits, and about to

Indians would not sign their names because they have furnish us a school here.

bee’n cheated in formeryears through their signature. William Thomas Mikatebinesi [to Collier], 3 July 1934
Acgo_rding to myffig hs I;a\(/jelf%und eﬁhty elgl;t Yycuhn ¥ _,M /MM,
petitioners out of ome-hundred Indians that are of one- |
half or more Indian, and have attained the age of twenty- A, DUl - W ?/};{ﬁm
one years. . .. | would like to have an explagation of the faph o ~
term "water rights". | am confused as to ifS meaning, . A L\Lf”"”“” -
and | would like to know if it would refer o the following, k : ”‘“"”“i“"’-
whether it would be possible to & portion of Lake F a3 Lwwgeh & ask -jﬂﬁ s ““4»,_

PUIPOSES Aad £ha JVWMJ 7 Sernc @7.&Mt 2

Michigan adjoining Cross Vill
Btany JWMMJM%

for Indians only.
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You say that Father Aubert is organizing the Indians into a Michigan Indian Defense Association. If this is
for the purpose of providing the Indians with some organization until they have an opportunity to organize
in accordance with Section 16 of the Act, such action will no doubt be helpful. However, it cannot be
recognized as being the official organization of the Indians under this legislation. Superintendent Burns is
to make a study of the situation among the Indians in Michigan and to report so that we may be in a
position to know what action should be taken under this legislation for the Michigan Indians.

John Collier to Mrs. James Walker, 1 March 1935.

[These Indians] have not lived on a reservation for nearly a century (in fact | was unable to find any record
in Wisconsin or Michigan which would indicate that the Michigan Indians, exclusive of the Swan Creek,
Black River, and Saginaw Band of Chippewas, ever had a reservation... no reservation was ever defined... |
cannot see how they can be considered eligible. .. The only time the federal government had jurisdiction
over their welfare was during the time the Mount Pleasant Boarding School was in operation. . . Either
arrangements must be made to purchase lands for these people or they should be definitely informed that
they cannot be considered under the Act. . . Finances with which to carry on the work are of great concern
at this time and might mean considerable delay even though it is found that these people are eligible to
come under the Act. .. Burns to the Collier, 6 April 1936.

‘}:.

“Studies” which followed (Christy, Mekeel, Holst, Phinney)
“marshaled facts” to confirm this agenda, until 1940, when
Collier determined that there would be “no further extension of
organization under the Indian Reorganization Act in Lower
Michigan [...and no new programs that would] in any way tend

to recognize Indians as a separate group of citizens.”
John Collier to J. C. Cavill et al., 29 May 1940.
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1940s: Founding of the Northern Michigan Ottawa

Association; Indian Claims mmission

W
m.‘q{':._. ".':1-

BEFORE THE INDIANS COMMISSION

No. 40.

b oonsultinrr our business committee (ndvlisors, Roserr Domwic, Wavserra Dosaxic, Levi McCrer-
interpretara, ete.), we have decided to form en orean- LAK, and Grace MuLHOLLAND, as the Representa-
1zation under the title ™MJorthemn Michigan 0ttawa tives and on behalf of all members by blood of the
Assocliation", for ottawas only, and our work will bhe Ottawa tribe of Indians, Plaintifs,
entirely on ottawa claims., As for the Cnlpnewas, we -
have declded to give them the petition which you sent )
us and have them f111 out the same at an Chippewa meet- Uwrrep Brates or Americs, Defendant.
ing which T will help to arrange. As for my stetus, I
am an Qttawa and henceforth willl work entirely for the
ottawas, Since the ottawas are not organized under the AMENDED PETITION.

Colller Act, I feel that T should, with the assistance

of my advisors, proceed at once to orrFanize the ottawas g Y

for ¢laims purposes, Come now the plaintiffs, Robert Dominic, Waunetta
HE Dominie, Levi MeClellan, and Grace Mulholland, in

person, and with their attorneys, Arthur B. Honnold
s ebilary~1948 and Chas. B. Rogers, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, whose con-
tract, duly approved, will be submitted to the Clommis-
gion, and, with leave of the Commission, file this
amended Petition, and state:

1. Each of said plaintiffs is a member by blood of
the Ottawa tribe of Indians, and a descendant of mem-
bers of the original Ottawa Nation or Tribe of Indians
with whom all treaties herein mentioned were actually
or ostengibly made and from whom all land cessions
hikewise mentioned were actually or ostensibly ob-
tained.

2. Plaintiffs appear herein and present the claims
against the United States which are hereinafter set

Robert IDominic to Charles Ro

Wocoiyo
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Ing Sherril

¥ The geographic area of the Little Traverse Reservation retained its longstanding Indian
Character.

The Odawas continued to live in discrete communities within the reservation boundaries,
settlements that maintained theif Odawa identity, leadership, and economy.

The Odawas remained a disti

t people who were known throughout the state for the continuity
of their culture and historic

Ifeways.

E  Although lands within reservation boundaries are/have been occupied, governed and “owned”
by non-Indian entities, thes@do not constitute significant “attendant dramatic changes in the
character of the propertie

The landscape of Emmet County and the reserved Islands were not well suited to
agriculture. They femained forest and prairie lands, primarily valuable for the harvest of
natural resources and as resorts.

The Odawas participated in the harvest of natural resources that their ancestors had
relied upon for centuries. They did so throughout the entire first half of the twentieth
century.

Whenever the United States attempted to better the lives of Odawa people of Little

Traverse, writers invariably referred to the “Indian Character” on the Little Traverse
Resenvation '

E  There not been a “long delayin seeking equitable relief against [the State] or its local

#

Evidence shows
¢ Odawas have att
~ community in th

e first half of the twentieth century, Little Traverse
ss the loss of reservation land and damage to their
federal commissions, and by operation of other federal

&

N
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The Procesg of Reasserting
Jurisdiction

Sec. 5. Reaffirmation of right

In General._ All rights and privileges of the Bands, and their members thereof, which may
have beecri1 abrogated or diminished before the date of the enactment of this Act are hereby
reaffirme

Existing Rights of the Tribe.  Nothing in his Act shall be construed to diminish any right or
privilege of the Bands, or of their members, that existed prior to the date of enactment of this
Act. Except as otherg)’_ e specifically prowded in any other provision of this Act, noting in

this Act shall be construed as altering or affecting any legal or equitable claim the Banes
might have to enforee any right or privilege reserved by or granted to the Bands which were
wrongfully denied to or taken from the bands prior to the enactment of this Act Sec. 6.
Transfer of Land for the Benefit of the Bands

Little Traverse Béy Bands. -- The Secretary shall acquire real property in Emmet and
Charlevoix Counties for the benefit of the Little Traverse Bay Bands. The Secretary shall
also accept any real property in those Counties for the benefit of the Little Traverse Bay
Bands if c%gVeyed or otherwise transferred to the Secretary, if at the time of such
acceptance, there are no adverse Iegal claims on such property including outstanding liens,
mortgages or taxes owed. .




	Slide Number 1
	Reservation Boundaries
	The Reservation Defined by the 1836 Treaty of Washington
	Finding the 1836 Reservation Boundaries
	The Reservation Defined by the 1855 Treaty of Detroit
	The 1855 Little Traverse Reservation
	Ambiguous Language and the Need for Detailed Ethnohistorical Analysis
	State Claims to Reserved Land
	Dispossession by Allotment
	Dispossession by Legislation
	Research & Analysis of Land Issues
	Document Sources
	Allotted Land
	1864 Allotment Certificates
	Federal Patents
	Federal Patents
	Federal Tract Books
	Federal Tract Books
	State Tract Books
	Homesteads and the Little Traverse Land Rush, 1875
	Newspapers
	Newspapers
	Newspapers
	Preserving Odawa Homesteads and Allotments
	Corruption & Reform
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	RG49 Land Files
	Mackinac Agency
	Mackinac Agency
	Document Library
	Land Database
	Table of Annual Transactions
	Homesteads Cancelled
	Homestead Frauds
	At the End of the Nineteenth Century
	Who Obtained Ownership of Land Title Within the Little Traverse Reservation Boundaries
	Maps
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Overcoming Sherril
	The Process of Reasserting Jurisdiction

