
NAGPRA Work Log 4th Quarter 2015 

 

1 October 2015: Compiled and sent 3rd quarter NAGPRA report to LTBB Tribal Council, and Michelle 
LaCount, LTBB Legislative Office Manager.  

2 October 2015: Marie Eshkibok sent a message that her and Willie Trudeau would need a room here for 
two nights, October 26th and 27th for their NAGPRA consultation teaching meeting. I replied that I 
would arrange for it. She also requested an advance payment to assist with their travel costs. 

3 October 2015: Spoke with Joe Mitchell about the NAGPRA consultation regarding the drum at the New 
York State Museum. I asked if he would bring the two Little Boy Drums that he keeps. I said I would ask 
Marie and Willie if it was appropriate for us to have people bring the drums in their care to discuss 
them. 

5 October 2015: The Society for American Archaeology sent their newsletter on government affairs. It 
contains information about a proposed bill for repatriation of the 'Kennewick Man' via waiving the 
provisions of NAGPRA.  The bill is 'Bring the Ancient One Home Act' and I am taking some  time to think 
about the potential ramifications. There is also an update about the intended closing of the Illinois State 
Museum by the State of Illinois, the SAA continues to lobby for keeping it open. 

5 October 2015: Sent Marie Eshkibok and Willie Trudeau an advance payment of $300 for their travel 
here to do the NAGPRA consultation on Little Boy Drums and Grandfather Drums. 

5 October 2015: Stacey Espenlaub, NAGPRA Coordinator for the University of Pennsylvania Museum.  
She attaches a letter from Julian Siggers, Director of the museum, asking if we wish to consult with them 
on the single human remain in their collection or to work through MACPRA. I replied that I will consult 
directly with the museum.  She also sends a summary of the information about the Native American 
human remains in their collections per NAGPRA. 

 6 October 2015: Brian Redmond of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History sent a letter providing an 
update on the original NAGPRA claim I submitted in [2012 ?]. He informs that while they will continue to 
consult with us they are also contacting other tribes with historical ties to the region of northern Ohio 
where the Native American human remains were discovered. I thanked him for the update in my reply. 

6 October 2015: Marie Eshkibok sent a message indicating that they would welcome drums to be 
brought to the teaching on October 27th so that they could visit. I will be contacting people in the 
community that have drums to let them know to bring them at that time. 

7 October 2015: Brian Jaeschke of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources at Mackinac Historic 
Parks sent an invitation to a reburial on October 28th. I replied that I would attend. 



8 October 2015: Spoke with J.D. Gibson, Aaron Otto, and Joe Mitchell and gave them tobacco to invite 
them and the drums they keep to the teaching on October 27th. They said they would most likely be 
able to attend with the drums. 

10 October 2015: Noticed a news item that announced that Graham Beal is no longer the director at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts. Taking his place is Salvadore Salont-Ponts who was already on staff. I will need 
to contact Mr. Salont-Ponts to continue the NAGPRA claim of cultural items at the DIA that are 
associated with us.  

12 October 2015: Worked on a draft flyer that would announce the 'Drum Teaching' event. 

13 October 2015: Performed research about Anishinaabe drums, found some interviews done with 
people from Manitoulin Island as well as published printed sources. The research shows that there are a 
wide range of cultural concepts associated with the Little Boy and Grandfather drums that needs to be 
compiled for discussion at the meeting on the 27th of October. 

13 October 2015: Reviewed the Heath Collection Cards from the complete set at the Beloit College 
Logan Museum prior to the sale of portions of the collection.  More research on these needs to be done 
to understand potential relationships between the items in the collection. 

14 October 2015: Message from Marie Eshkibok that she will contact me when she gets into town on 
the 26th of October. 

15 October 2015: Gathered resources for research on the location where Native American human 
remains were discovered on the southeast side of Black Lake at Onaway State Park in Presque Isle 
County in the 1930's. They are now at the University of Michigan and are part of a NAGPRA claim. It is 
potentially possible that these remains can be affiliated with either the Ottawa or Chippewa and that is 
the focus of the research. 

16 October 2015: Giwegiizhigokwe Martin, NAGPRA representative from the Lac Vieux Desert Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa sent a copy of MACPRA's by laws. She asked if I had any memory of the 
italicized wording on the document. I reviewed it but could not remember anything. I responded to her 
that from the context of the italicized portions that it was probably intended to provide emphasis. 

18 October 2015: Conducted more research on the location where human remains were unearthed on 
Black Lake, Presque Isle County that are at the University of Michigan. 

19 October 2015: Colleen St. Onge sent a message stating that she would like to discuss the Marquette 
Mission historical site in St. Ignace, Michigan. I returned her call and left a message that I am willing to 
discuss it. 

19 October 2015: Ben Secunda, NAGPRA Coordinator for the University of Michigan telephoned to 
inform me that the Notice of Inventory Completion is published beginning today for the most recent 
repatriation claims. The transfer of control can begin on November 17th. He will be contacting everyone 
soon to discuss transfer arrangements. 



19 October 2015: Brian Jaeschke of the Mackinac Historic Parks sent a message that the reburial of 
human remains at Fort Michilimackinac will occur on the 28th about 10am. He mentioned to arrive 
before that time. It is unknown if the remains are Native American or not but they originated from the 
old cemetery within the fort.  

19 October 2015: Spoke with Yvonne Keshick about the women's hand drum group. I told her about the 
gathering to teach about drums next Tuesday. She will be able to attend as well as possibly do a 'Turtle 
Song' for the event. She mentioned the names of the women who are in the group which are about 12. 

20  October 2015: Kevin Willis, Chief Conservation Officer of the LTBB Natural Resources Department 
contacted me to request assistance with identifying a partial carcass that was brought to him by a tribal 
fisherman who had brought it up in his nets. I met Kevin and Doug Craven at the NRD building and 
examined the carcass. It was a deer, which is what they had both thought. I wrote a brief summary for 
their records.   

20 October 2015: Ben Secunda, NAGPRA Coordinator for the University of Michigan sent copies of the 
most recent Notices of Inventory Completion that was published in the Federal Register. 

21 October 2015: Spoke with Colleen Medicine, NAGPRA Coordinator, of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians. We discussed the issue of affiliation for the Native American human remains from the 
Marquette Mission site in St. Ignace that is stored at Michigan State University. She is considering not 
pursuing a tribal affiliation for them through NAGPRA. This would add a lot more time on to the 
repatriation process. We will be having discussions on this matter with the NAGPRA consultant that the 
City of St. Ignace hired.  

 23 October 2015: Participated with a telephone conference with the NAGPRA staff at the University of 
Michigan. We worked out the details of the transfer of control of Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects from Leelanau, Missaukee and Otsego counties. I will be taking the Leelanau 
County remains to the Grand Traverse Bay Band of Ottawa & Chippewa, and the Missaukee County 
remains to the Little River Band of Ottawa. The Otsego county remains I will bring here to rebury at 
Osborne Road. The  transfer of control from the U.M. is set for November 20th. 

24 October 2015: Compiled more historical and contemporary information about the use of drums by 
Anishinabek in general and the Waganakising Odawak in specific. There is much more to do on this 
research.  

24 October 2015: Sent a message to Shelia Chingwa and Cindy Winslow of the Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa. Requested a response regarding whether they would arrange to bury the 
ancestors to be taken from the University of Michigan that originated from Leelanau County. The date 
for legal transfer of these ancestors is November 20th. 

25 October 2015: Shelia Chingwa sent a message that they (GTB) would accept for reburial the ancestors 
that originated from Leelanau County that are at the University of Michigan. I responded that I would 
stay in contact with her regarding a date when I would deliver them. 



26 October 2015: Met with Willie Trudeau, Marie Eshkibok and her mother Josephine Eshkibok. We 
discussed the cultural event that will be held tomorrow. Willie is the keeper of a Little Boy drum and 
catfish clan, Josephine is keeper for another Little Boy drum that her daughter Marie is the helper. They 
live in Wikwemikong but belong to the Mide Lodge at Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation in Manitoba, 
Canada. A drumming and teaching event was held for the youth at the 915 Emmet St. building in 
Petoskey in the evening.  

27 October 2015: Held a cultural event at the LTBB community center that featured teaching by Willie 
Trudeau, Marie Eshkibok and her mother Josephine about traditional types of drums. The focus was 
upon Little Boy Drums and Grandfather Drums. The purpose was to inform the community that there is 
a Grandfather drum at the New York State Museum that originated from Waganakising and we have a 
strong probability to bring it home through the Native American Graves Protection Repatriation Act. 
Willie, Marie and Josephine  performed feasting ceremonies for the Little Boy drums that they brought 
as well as two Little Boy Drums that are held by Joe Mitchell. About 80 LTBB people attended this event 
that resulted in discussion about how the repatriation process and care for the Grandfather drum would 
be accomplished. The teachings that were gained from this event have provided the foundation for a 
strong legal claim  to repatriate the Grandfather drum. Much more yet needs doing. 

28 October 2015: University of Pennsylvania Museum (UPM) sent a letter with an inventory of the 
unidentified human remains in their collections, specifically those that originated from Michigan.  I had 
requested a copy of the inventory and summary of the past NAGPRA interactions with the LTBB. I had 
also requested that the UPM consult with us independent of MACPRA to which this correspondence is a 
part.  

29 October 2015: Ben Secunda, NAGPRA coordinator for the University of Michigan, sent a message that 
the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi would like to also conduct the transfer of legal control for their 
ancestors the same date that I will be doing it for those being released to me. I replied that it would be 
fine to do it at on the same day. 

29 October 2015: Compiled more information regarding Grandfather drums and Little Boy drums. 

29 October 2015: Attended LTBB Tribal Council meeting and presented an oral update on NAGPRA 
activities.   

30 October 2015: Received a packet of information from the Michigan Anishinabek Cultural Preservation 
Repatriation Alliance (MACPRA). It contained copies of NAGPRA correspondence over the past year with 
various entities. 

30 October 2015: The National NAGPRA Program sent their newsletter. It provides upcoming meeting 
and training dates, as well as news on tribal affairs throughout Indian country.  

30 October 2015: Jay Sam, NAGPRA representative, for the Little River Band of Ottawa sent a message 
that he would prefer that I be the legal transfer recipient for the ancestors stored at the University of 
Michigan that originated from Missaukee County. I responded that it is fine with me. 



1 November 2015: Spoke with LTBB citizens Tony Davis and Joann Carey about the reburial of the 
ancestors at Lawrence University that originated from Rock Island, Wisconsin. Both stated that they felt 
that St. Martin Island would be a more secure location for reburial. Joann also mentioned that she 
would be interested in going on one of the NAGPRA consultation trips to the New York State Museum to 
see the Grandfather drum. Tony mentioned that the community has to understand their responsibility 
about maintaining it. 

3 November 2015: Colleen Medicine, NAGPRA Representative for the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
sent a message asking if I could pick up the ancestors that they are repatriating when I go to the 
University of Michigan on the 20th of November. I told her I would not have room in my car to do that. 

4 November 2015: Spoke with Tom Teuthorn about the repatriation of the ancestors from the University 
of Michigan on November 20th and that I may ask him to perform the burial ceremonies. 

4 November 2015: Spoke with Wasson (Rene Dillard) about next steps for preparing the community for 
repatriating the Grandfather Drum at the New York State Museum. We discussed the need to know if 
Joe Mitchell is yet decided on how or if he will participate with the process. I will contact Joe and 
arrange a time for Wasson, Mark Wabinimkee and myself to discuss  this with him. She also informed 
me that Mark has a Grandfather drum. 

5 November 2015: Spoke with Joe Mitchell and he said that Friday November 6th would be a good day 
to visit and talk about things. We arranged to meet in the afternoon. 

5 November 2015: Spoke with Alice Yellowbank about the plans to repatriate the Grandfather drum at 
the New York State Museum. She asked many questions about the drum and the process to repatriate it 
and supported that goal. 

6 November 2015: Ben Secunda, NAGPRA Coordinator, for the University of Michigan sent a schedule of 
the transfer of control schedule of the ancestors being repatriated. 

6 November 2015: Met with Wasson (Rene Dillard) and Joe Mitchell to discuss what Joe thinks about the 
Little Boy drums that he has, as well as the Grandfather drum at the New York State Museum.  He wants 
to continue his acquisition of teachings about how to care for the Little Boy drums and to help with the 
return of the Grandfather drum. Wasson told of a Grandfather drum that Mark Wabinimkee keeps but 
did not know much about it other than it was acquired by him in Manitoba probably from the same 
Mide lodge (Roseau River) in Manitoba to which Willie Trudeau and Marie & Josephine Eshkibok belong. 
Joe also mentioned that the Little Boy drums that he was given should use water that is taken from 
Kitchi iti kipi, a spring at what is now Palms Brook State Park in Schoolcraft County.  

10 November 2015: Cindy Winslow of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa sent a message 
that Sheila Chingwa no longer works for GTB but they would like me to deliver the ancestors that 
originated from Leelanau County and that I will be picking up for them at the University of Michigan 
Museum of Anthropology on November 20th.  



11 November 2015: Ben Secunda, NAGPRA Coordinator for the University of Michigan, sent maps, forms 
and other documents for the  upcoming transfer of possession of ancestors to occur on Friday 
November 20th. 

11 November 2015: Located on the web a copy of the new regulations pertaining to NAGPRA on 
unclaimed Native American human remains. 

12 November 2015: The National NAGPRA Program sent their newsletter. They announce the new 
regulations, meetings, nominations for the review committee, and also the training workshops/seminars 
that are upcoming. 

12 November 2015: Sent Cindy Winslow a message asking about arrangements to get the ancestors that 
I am picking up from U.M. next week that originated from Leelanau County. She replied that she will get 
back with me on this. 

13 November 2015: Jan Bernstein, NAGPRA consultant for the City of St. Ignace, sent a notice that they 
intend to apply for a NAGPRA  grant and invite tribes to partner with them. This pertains to Native 
American human remains, associated funerary objects and other NAGPRA related items owned by the 
City of St. Ignace and housed at Michigan State University. I will need to review the documentation more 
fully before making a determination on the course of action we should follow. 

14 November 2015: Completed the historical research on the Onaway State Park burial site of which the 
Native American human remains and funerary objects are at the University of Michigan and are being 
repatriated through NAGPRA. I sent the research information to Colleen Medicine, NAGPRA coordinator 
for the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa. The research findings indicate that those remains are most 
likely associated with them. 

17 November 2015: The Saginaw Chippewa Tribe sent a flyer announcing the repatriation and reburial 
of some of their ancestors from the University of Michigan on the 23-24 of November on their land near 
Mount Pleasant. I will be unable to attend. 

17 November 2015: Spoke with Tamara Kiogima about  the ancestors that we will repatriate from the 
State of Wisconsin and Lawrence University. She said she would prefer that they be brought here and 
buried at Osborne Road. I discussed the three possible locations with her. 

18 November 2015: Spoke with Joann Carey and Delita Smith about the ancestors that we will be 
repatriating from Lawrence University and the State of Wisconsin. I described the three possibilities of a 
reburial locations to them, we discussed them but  they did not provide a preference at the time. 

18 November 2015: Ben Secunda, NAGPRA Coordinator for the University of Michigan, sent a message 
asking if there were any other details to plan for the repatriation visit on Friday the 20th of November. I 
replied that I could not think of anything. 



20 November 2015: Stacy Espenlaub of the University of Pennsylvania sent a message with attachments 
inquiring if we have any further comments on the single human remain that originated from the Detroit 
area that is in their collections. I will review the documents and reply at a later date. 

22 November 2015: Spoke with Tom Peters about arranging a time to transfer ancestors to him from the 
University of Michigan  that originated from Leelanau County. 

23 November 2015: Communicated with Jay Sam, NAGPRA Coordinator, of the Little River Band of 
Ottawa about the ancestors that I picked up from the University of Michigan on the 20th that originated 
from Missaukee County. He said it was ok if we rebury them on our land here. I replied that we would 
do that this coming weekend on either the 28th or 29th and would let him know so that someone from 
there could attend if they wish. 

24 November 2015: Drove to Traverse City and met with Tom Peters, elder and spiritual leader of the 
Grand Traverse Band. I transferred control of the ancestors that I picked up for them at the University of 
Michigan last Friday. These ancestors had originated from Leelanau County. Tom express his thanks. 

 24 November 2015: Reviewed the documentation regarding the single Native American human remain 
that originated from the Detroit area and is in the collections of the University of Pennsylvania. I also 
performed additional research and did not find any further information that would be useful. Sent a 
message to them indicating that fact. 

25 November 2015: Compiled research information about drums mentioned in association with the 
Waganakising Odawak from published sources. The information shows similarities between Odawa 
beliefs and practices with neighboring tribes. This is in preparation for the NAGPRA claim for the 
Grandfather Drum at the New York State Museum.  

27 November 2015: Spoke with Tom Teuthorn and arranged to rebury the ancestors from the University 
of Michigan Museum of Anthropology on Sunday November 29th. I notified a number of people that this 
event would  take place and invited everyone interested. 

27 November 2015: Compiled research about the relationship between the thunderers and Grandfather 
Drums from published sources. Especially fruitful are legends and myths, some of which are published 
but others still in oral history among families. I was also reminded of a story by Tom Peters that was told 
me some years ago about a Mide Drum at Middle Village and Charlevoix. The one at Charlevoix would 
have small stones placed on top of it. The one at Middle Village would be played and the sound of it 
would be heard at Charlevoix making the stones on the head of it dance around. Grandfather drums 
have certain design elements that represent the thunderers. All this research is in preparation for the 
NAGPRA claim for the Grandfather Drum at the New York State Museum. 

28 November 2015: Went to St. Ignatius cemetery at Middle Village and collected the crosses that have 
fallen over. I removed the name plaques that were attached to some of them and recorded the names, 
dates and location. They were then taken to Osborne Road in preparation for the ceremonies on the 
following day. 



29 November 2015: Tom Teuthorn and Joe Mitchell conducted pipe ceremonies for the ancestors at 
Osborne Road. The burial items were placed with the appropriate bundled ancestor(s) from which they 
originated. A burial procession of the women present carrying the bundled ancestors to the burial 
location was led by Arlene Naganashe, the eldest woman present. A pipe was also buried with them that 
had been cared for by Joe Mitchell, it was being retired. After the burial, we burned all the packing 
material that came from the museum as well as the old crosses from the cemetery with some of the 
crowns from last year. Those present were Joe Mitchell, Arlene Naganashe, Jim Naganashe, Frank 
Bernard, his wife and son, Joann Carey, Wesley Andrews, Tom Teuthorn, Marcia Reyes, Vicki Lynn.   

30 November 2015: Ben Secunda, NAGPRA Coordinator for the University of Michigan, sent an update 
for the repatriation by the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa for certain Native American human 
remains in the museum's collections. This is a FYI and requires no action on our part. 

1 December 2015: Performed research on the Keway and Daybird families for historical context of the 
NAGPRA claim for the Grandfather Drum at the New York State Museum. Both families are associated, 
in part, with the history of that drum. 

2 December 2015: Reviewed the documentation associated with the repatriation for 3 Native American 
persons housed at Michigan State University by the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa. These ancestors 
originated from St. Ignace and the tribal affiliation is unknown. However, because we had a presence at 
the straits from ca. 1680 - 1740 which is the time period of the remains, I am maintaining a strong 
interest with how this repatriation unfolds and will monitor and comment on all aspects of it. 

2 December 2015: Spoke with Delita Smith about the two Little Boy Drums that Joe Mitchell has. He said 
that he was told when given the drums that the water to be used for them must come from the Big 
Spring adjacent to Indian Lake in Schoolcraft County. I asked her if she would assist with gathering water 
from there as it is the responsibility of women. She said yes.  

3 December 2015: Rebecca Fisher of the LTBB Chairpersons Office forwarded information about the U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior proposing to the French government that some policy should be created to 
repatriate sacred items of Native North American people that are in France back to the tribes. This is an 
interesting development in need of monitoring. 

3 December 2015: Spoke with Wasson Dillard, she said she spoke with Joe Mitchell and he is still unsure 
of what to do about the Little Boy drums he has. She and Mark Wabanimkee spoke about this and it was 
decided to consult the spirits and there will be a ceremony on December 11th to do that with Wasson, 
myself, Mark, Joe and Jannan Cotto. Wasson also stated that her and Jannan planned on gathering 
water from Five Mile Creek as a result of my having told them about Dorothy Sagataw mentioning to me 
some years ago that her father used water from Five Mile Creek for ceremonies when she was a child. 

4 December 2015: The National NAGPRA Program sent their Newsletter. The next National NAGPRA 
Review Committee Meeting will be on December 14th which I will plan on participating. They announce 
that new guidance is available online for the protection of Sacred Sites. They also have a training for 
writing NAGPRA grant proposals that I will try to attend or acquire the information. 



 6 - 8 December 2015: Compiled research from oral historical sources relating to drums and the 
Midewin. This is in preparation for the NAGPRA claim for the grandfather drum at the New York State 
Museum. 

9 December 2015: Spoke with Delita Smith and requested to discuss with her the teachings she has 
about the thunders, and related traditions. She said that she would do that, to which I responded that I 
would give her tobacco soon to begin those discussions. 

9 December 2015: Tribal Councilor Frank Bernard sent an article that he had written that described the 
burial of the repatriated ancestors that he attended at Osborne Road on 29 November 2015. He asked 
for my comments. I reviewed it and sent him a message that I thought it looked very good. 

10 December 2015: William Johnson, Chairman of MACPRA, sent a message indicating that they website 
is being updated and requests any new information. I sent him the message that my contact information 
is still the same. 

10 - 11 December 2015: Compiled research about thunderbirds and thunder clan among Great Lakes 
tribes in preparation of a NAGPRA claim for the grandfather drum at the New York State Museum. The 
quality and volume of research material that I have compiled is very promising for constructing a strong 
repatriation claim.  

15 December 2015: Spoke with LTBB citizen Renee 'Wasson' Dillard about the one dish ceremony of last 
Friday and her take on how Joe Mitchell responded. Her belief is that he is ready to pursue more 
learning with it. The next ceremony will be at the new moon in January, on or before the 10th of the 
month. I plan on participating. She also mentioned that Alan Corbiere of Chi Geeng,  Manitoulin Island 
Ontario, contacted her about a trip to Vienna, Austria to see the collection of items that originated from 
Waganakising collected by the missionary Francis Pierz in the mid nineteenth century. She asked me to 
contact Alan about possibly going there January 18th through the 24th. I told her I would contact him. 

15 December 2015: Marshall University, Huntington West Virginia, sent an inventory of their 
ethnological and archaeological collections per NAGPRA for review. There is nothing in the inventories 
that originates from areas of known LTBB use/occupancy or have similarities to known cultural types. 

17 December 015: Sent email to Alan Corbiere of Chi Geeng, Manitoulin Island asking about the items in 
the Museum of Man, Vienna Austria. He replied that some of the folks from Wikwemikong were 
thinking of going there to visit the museum and see the collection. He was very brief and did not 
elaborate about it. 

22 December 2015: Colleen Medicine, NAGPRA contact, of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa sent a 
draft copy of the Notice of Inventory Completion for Native American human remains and funerary 
objects that originated from St. Ignace and are in the control of Michigan State University. I called and 
spoke with her about it and she is undecided on whether to take the same position as we did with the 
NIC for the American Museum of Natural History. I expressed my opinion that we should be consistent 



with whatever action is taken. We will possible have this item placed on the agenda for the next 
MACPRA meeting in January.  

24 December 2015: Compiled research information about Odawa names that relate to thunder and 
Thunder Birds. Also reviewed summaries of previous research to ca. 1980 by others on the subject of 
Anishinabe religious beliefs and practices, all of which pertain to secondary sources.  

31 December 2015: Micky Alavarado, Managing Editor for the Tecumseh Herald, telephoned and left a 
message that he is writing a story for the newspaper about Native American human remains unearthed 
from the Tecumseh area ca. 1921 which are now at the University of Michigan. He wants to ask me 
questions regarding it. I telephoned and emailed him that he could contact me at any time. 

 

 


