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What’s Inside

Th is newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740. 
We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.
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By Annette VanDeCar, Communications Coordi-
nator 

On October 15, 2015, the Mackinaw City Village 
Council voted 4-3 to decline a request from the Little 
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians to build a Class 
III casino within the city limits of Mackinaw City, MI.

Despite this, LTBB is moving forward with build-
ing a Class II casino at the site of the former Thun-
der Falls Water Park in Mackinaw City because LTBB 
does not need the approval of a local governing body 
to open a Class II casino. It does need the approval of 
a local governing body to open a Class III casino as 
mandated by its compact with the State of Michigan. 
The new casino will be approximately 5,600 square feet 
and feature 64 slot machines.  

Because LTBB will be operating a Class II casino as 
opposed to a Class III casino, LTBB will not have to pay 
the 2% semi-annual payments to local governments, 
but is required to pay the 6% semi-annual payments to 
the State of Michigan. 

In the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, Congress 
included the definition of Class II gaming as follows: 
Bingo; when played in the same location as bingo - pull 
tabs, lotto, punch boards, tip jars, instant bingo, other 
games similar to bingo; and non-house banked card 
games authorized or not explicitly prohibited by the 
state in which the tribal operation is located. 

The construction of the new casino is part of a 
five-year strategic development plan. The plan in-
cludes developing land LTBB acquired in 2012 into a 
small casino and an RV park. It also includes construc-
tion of a 130-room hotel, which would be adjacent to 
its existing casino in Petoskey, MI. 

The new casino is slated to open in May 2016. The 
following spring, development of a 25 space RV park 
would begin. Construction would start on the new ho-
tel for Odawa Casino in 2019.

By implementing the plan over a five-year period, 
the tribe will be able to finance the plan with its own 
funds. 

This is LTBB’s third attempt to operate a casino in 
Mackinaw City. 

In 2003, LTBB purchased land for economic de-
velopment on Nicolet Street in Mackinaw City. LTBB 
presented the Mackinaw City Village Council with a 
plan to build a second casino there, but the Mackinaw 
City Village Council rejected the plan by a 6-1 vote in 
September 2003.  

In January 2012, LTBB purchased three additional 
parcels of land in Mackinaw City, which were adjacent 
to two parcels already owned by the tribe and in trust. 
In September 2012, LTBB purchased the land in Mack-
inaw City on which the former Thunder Falls Water 
Park operated on. 

The proposed casino would have cost the tribe $26 

L T B B  T O  E S T A B L I S H  C L A S S  I I  C A S I N O  I N  M A C K I N A W  C I T Y ,  M I ,  A F T E R  T H E  M A C K I N A W  C I T Y  V I L L A G E  C O U N C I L  T U R N S 
D O W N  I T S  P L A N  F O R  A  C L A S S  I I I  C A S I N O

million to construct and would have featured 550 slot 
machines and a small deli. LTBB sought the approval of 
the Mackinaw City Village Council to build a Class III 

casino at that time, however, the Mackinaw City Village 
Council never voted on the request and the makeup of 

A  M A T T E R  O F  S O V E R E I G N T Y  -  F O R  T R I B E S ,  A  ‘ P O T E N T I A L L Y  D E V A S T A T I N G 
C A S E ’  I S  I N  T H E  M A K I N G

Editor’s note: Th e following ar-
ticle and accompanying photographs 
appeared in Th is Week from Indian 
Country Today on November 4, 2015 
and are reprinted here with permis-
sion.

By Suzette Brewer

Bottom Line: What began as a  
sexual assault lawsuit will go before 
the Supreme Court in December—and 
tribal jurisdiction could be dealt an 
unprecedented blow.

It was supposed to be a quintes-
sential rite of passage.

In the summer of 2003, 13-year-
old “John Doe” did what many teen-
agers do: He got a job. As a participant 
in the Youth Opportunity Program 
(YOP), he would be paid by his tribe, 
the Mississippi Band of Choctaw In-
dians, while he got work experience 
at the Dollar General store on the 
tribe’s reservation. In exchange, the 
retail giant would get free labor while 
training local tribal members and 
teaching them job skills. But what 
began as a win-win situation for ev-
eryone went horribly wrong.

During his brief internship, 
the boy (whose real name has been 
changed to protect his identity) al-
leged that the store’s manager, Dale 
Townsend, sexually assaulted him 
several times during work hours, ac-
cording to court documents.

Th e U.S. Attorney’s offi  ce, which 
has jurisdiction over crimes on Mis-
sissippi tribal lands, declined to press 

Th e Dollar General Store on the Choctaw Indian Reservation has become a 
fl ashpoint of tribal governance.

“Mackinaw Casino” continued on page 30.

“Matter of Sovereignty” continued on page 19.
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Being Odawa is all about Freedom

Th e freedom to be a part of a people, who with integrity and pride, still have and speak our language. Th e freedom in 
common with all other Odawak the customs, culture and spirituality of our ancestors. Th e freedom we have today we will 
bring to the future through unity, education, justice, communication and planning. We will reach out to the next seven 
generations by holding to cultural values of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth. We will utilize 
our tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to become successful, hard-working community members who proudly 
represent our culture. With these values we will move the tribe forward.

Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of the LTBB Mission Statement
Dbendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aaw’iing. Geyaabi gdaa’aana miinawa gda’nwemi. Anishnaabemowin, maanda 

egishkaago’iing dbendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwa wiimnaaadendiziyin. Gdabendaanaa dbendiziwin 
kina gwaya Odawak nasaap eyaamjik, maanda naakniewinan, maadiziwin miinwa mnidoowaadziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik 
debendamowaad. Maanda dbendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, gaanamaajiidona niigaan ezhi bezhigoyiing, kinomaadwin, 
dbakinigewin, giigidowin miinwa naakinigewin. Gaazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadziwin waabii’aa-
migak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendmowin, aakde’ew-
in, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwa debwewin. Ganakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing na-
kaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishiabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa. Ninda 
eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

Th e Communications 
Department welcomes sub-
missions for our “Lines 
From Our Membership” 
section of the newsletter, 
but we cannot run anything 
political in nature or ex-
pressing an opinion due to 
a long-standing department 
policy. Because we have a 
newsletter and not a news-
paper, we do not have an 
editorial page. We reserve 
the right to edit any mate-
rial submitted for space and 
content.

Th e deadline for the 
January 2016 issue of Odawa 
Trails is November 30, 2015.

You can e-mail or 
call your submissions in 
to newsletter@ltbboda-
wa-nsn.gov or call them 
in at 231-242-1427 or 231-
242-1429. Please only call 
in your submissions if they 
are short. We also welcome 
comments, suggestions and 
story ideas.

Annette VanDeCar
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Coordinator
231-242-1427

Wendy Congdon
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Jessie Boda
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Human Resources 
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Brenda Schoolcraft , 

Administrative Assistant 
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Law Enforcement 
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Tribal Police
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Legal Department
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Assistant
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MIS Department
Mark Tracy, 

Director
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Natural Resource 
Department
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 Administrative Assistant
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Amanda Swiss,
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By Th eresa Keshick, Department of Commerce 
Assistant

Th e Department of Commerce (DOC) would 
like to remind the tribal membership about a few 
items pertaining to the Tax Agreement.  

First of all, I cannot express enough how import-
ant it is to keep your address updated. 

Th e fi rst step in becoming a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) is to offi  cially change your address 
with the Enrollment Department. Th is must be done 
in writing and as soon as possible. 

Th e DOC cannot and will not change the esti-
mated beginning date (EBD) (which is always the 
fi rst in any given month) of a member’s tax exempt 
status (see example below).  

It is YOUR responsibility to update your address 
on fi le with the Enrollment Department. Th is date 
will aff ect how many months you will be able to fi le 
the Annual Resident Tribal Member Sales Tax Credit 
(Tribal Form 4013).  It is to your benefi t to be able 
to fi le for the maximum number of months for this 
credit. 

In addition, being an RTM will allow you to pur-
chase large items such as vehicles, boats, motorcycles 
and off  the road vehicles tax exempt.  

Th ere is a form that needs to be fi lled out called 
a “Request for TCE” (Tribal Certifi cate of Exemp-
tion), which is available in my offi  ce.  Once this form 

is completely fi lled out, I will then issue the RTM the 
actual Tribal Certifi cate of Exemption (Tribal Form 
3998). 

If you plan on purchasing any of these items, 
please contact me FIRST, and I will be happy to get 
you the form via e-mail or fax. I am also able to fax 
the TCEs to the dealership you are doing business 
with. 

Being an RTM will also allow you to be tax ex-
empt on utility bills such as phone, cable, gas, pro-
pane, electricity, satellite and cellular service.  If you 
have not fi lled out a Utility Provider Survey, please 
contact the DOC, and I will be happy to get one to 
you.  

Also, another important thing to remember is if 
you do move into the Tax Agreement Area (TAA), 
your RTM status does NOT take eff ect until the fi rst 
day of the following month. 

Example:  I move to Petoskey, MI, (inside the 
TAA) on September 5, 2010. My RTM (EBD) status 
begins October 1, 2010. All updates are sent to the 
State of Michigan as close to the end of the month as 
possible. 

Th e LTBB Tax Agreement is viewable on the 
State of Michigan’s website at:

http://tinyurl.com/ltbbtaxagr
If you have any other questions pertaining to the 

Tax Agreement, I can reached at my offi  ce at 231-242-
1584 or via e-mail at tkeshick@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

T A X  A G R E E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N

U P D A T E  R E G A R D I N G  T H E  E L D E R S  D E N T A L  P R O G R A M

To all the tribal citizen el-
ders who have been applying for 
dental care, dental care funds 
have been depleted for this year. 
Dental funds were very limited 
this year. We started out with 

only $11,000 in that line item. 
Shortly aft er the year start-

ed, it was learned that according 
to the LTBB tribal dental stat-
ute, some dental costs which 
had been absorbed by the LTBB 
Dental Clinic should have been 
coming out of the Elders Dental 
Program. Th is decision greatly 
increased our costs.

Th ere are 1,236 elders po-
tentially eligible for the Elders 
Dental Program. If the program 
dollars were divided equally 
among all eligible recipients, 
each person would have a benefi t 
of approximately $9. 

Requests for assistance were 
honored in the order received 
with all required documenta-
tion. Requests were approved 
only for services which could be 
completed in 2015.  

Th e unapproved requests 
are still sitting in a folder in the 
order they were received; they 
will be addressed when funds 
become available.

I’m sorry for the delay, but 
dental funds are limited, and the 
costs are high.

Arlene Naganashe, Elders 
Director 

Courtesy graphic. 

Behind the scenes of trib-
al leadership, there have been 
many things accomplished 
through the hard work of Trib-
al Council and our great tribal 
work force. I would like to thank 
Tribal Council for the support 
we’ve had to achieve these ac-
complishments. I am very proud 
of the tribal work force we cur-
rently have that is always looking 
out for the best health and wel-
fare of the LTBB tribe. Th ey are 
the ones who do all the leg work 
for direction and options, so the 
Tribal Council can make the best 
possible choices to move LTBB 
forward in a good way. 

We are always at a battle and 
challenge for tribal rights within 
the bigger world of local, state 
and federal governments. I want 
to encourage our tribal citizens 
to get to know your tribal offi  -
cials and staff  and report your vi-
sions, concerns, comments and 
accomplishments of our tribe. 
If we do not hear from you, we 
don’t know of all the issues and 
concerns that are among us. 

Most importantly, we need 
to encourage and support our 
leaders, so they have the strength 
and confi dence to do the best 
they can. We need to move for-
ward with the issues before us; 
reservation boundaries , hunt-
ing and fi shing treaty rights, 
language restoration, health and 
welfare for our tribal citizens, 
housing, better care for our el-
ders, higher education, Tribal 
Court, economic development, 
non-gaming funding, grants, 
tribal budget, tribal self-gover-
nance, land purchase and pres-
ervation. Our tribe can be strong 
with the support of its citizens. 

We have had many Ghost 
Suppers this past month where 

neighbors got together to feed 
our ancestors. 

We continue to work on 
the reservation boundaries; we 
held an open house for the local 
government offi  cials on ways to 
work together in our commu-
nity.  Th ese are examples of the 
community in action. 

Our youth held a very well 
attended feast and Veterans Pow 
Wow on Veterans Day. We, as a 
community, need to encourage 
their involvement as they are the 
ones who will lead.  

As the holiday approaches, 
it is the time of goodwill within 
the community. With the recent 
cold weather, just a reminder to 
look out for each other, espe-
cially our elderly residents, to 
help keep them safe and warm 
throughout the winter months. 
If you have any elderly neigh-
bors, please check up on them 
daily to ensure they are keeping 
warm and give them that extra 
bit of support. 

May you all have a joyful 
holiday season, and we can look 
to moving forward in a good way 
for 20 16. 

F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E
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Christmas Coloring Contest Rules
• Age categories are 3-7 and 8-12.
• Limit one submission per child.
• All entries must be the original size.
• Open to LTBB Community Citizens.
• Entries can only be submitted by snail mail
or dropped off  at the LTBB Governmental Center,
7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, MI 49740. No

exceptions!
• All mailed entries must be postmarked by
December 7, 2015. No exceptions!
Submissions judged by Communications/Odawa
Trails staff  with three winners being selected in each 

age category. 
Each winner will receive a prize!

Crayons ✳ Markers ✳ Paint ✳ Stickers ✳ Colored Pencils ✳ Glitter ✳ You choose!

• All letters must 
be handwritten by the 
child.

• All mailed entries 
must be postmarked 
by December 7, 2015. 
No exceptions!

• Entries can only 
be submitted by snail 
mail or dropped off  at 
the LTBB Governmen-
tal Center (address be-
low). No exceptions!

• Limit one sub-
mission per child.

• Open to LTBB 
Community Citizens 
ages 10 and younger.

• Submissions 
judged by Communi-
cations/Odawa Trails 
staff  with the top three 
letters to be published 
in the January issue of 
Odawa Trails.

• Please provide a 
phone number where 
you can be contacted if 
you are selected as one 
of the winners.

Each winner will 
receive a prize!

Mailing Address:
Letters to Santa 

Contest
Attn: LTBB Com-

munications Depart-
ment

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, 

MI 49740

Letters 
to Santa 
Contest 
Rules
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A D D R E S S  V E R I F I C A T I O N  F O R M S  D U E  O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 6
All minors need to have a notarized MINOR 

ADDRESS VERIFICATION FORM completed 
annually before OCTOBER 31, 2016. Faxed cop-
ies are not acceptable and will not be processed. 
The Address Verification form must contain the 
original signature. Forms must be mailed to the 
Enrollment Department at 7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 or dropped off at the 
aforementioned address. The Enrollment De-
partment is located on the first floor of the LTBB 
Governmental Center in Harbor Springs, MI. If 
you have any questions concerning guardianship 

or custodial issues, please contact the Enroll-
ment Department at 231-242-1520 or 231-242-
1521.

Minors who turn 18 by OCTOBER 31, 2016 
must complete an ADULT ADDRESS VERIFI-
CATION FORM. This form must be returned by 
OCTOBER 31, 2016. 

Address verification forms can be down-
loaded at www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/Depart-
ments/Enrollment/enrollment.htm or you may 
call the Enrollment Office at 231-242-1520 or 
231-242-1521 to have a form mailed to you. 

December Elders Birthdays
December 1
Howard Scott
Danon Ervick

Doreen Wilson

December 2
Wayne Glazier

Pamela Feldstein

December 3
Kemo Smith

December 4
Vera Olsen

Virginia Sherwood
Carl Strate, Sr.

Roger Wemigwase
Dolphus Delmas, Sr.

Geri Wieseler
Roberta Hinmon

December 5
Connie Didomenico

Yvonne Salgat

December 6
Marcelino Bernard, Jr.
Donna VanderHyde

December 7
Florence Indelicato

James Minor
Mel Cripps

Yvonne Keshick
Karen Brosseau
Louise Amato

December 8
Archie Kiogima, Jr.

Linda Smith

December 9
Teresa Seume

Bonnie Ramirez
Kathleen Mobley

Jon Kilborn
Samuel Worthington

December 10
Nathaniel Chingwa

December 11
Leonard Emery

Ronald Noack, Jr.
Carol Hellmer

Wesley Andrews

December 12
Alice Yellowbank

December 13
Gary Gilbault

Stephen Minor
Deborah Root
Robin Sloan

Kenneth Gibson
Arthur LeClear

December 14
Erlene Futrel
Mary Forbes
Freida Carroll

Sherry Shananaquet
Barbara King

December 15
Valiere Yother

December 16
Patricia Chagoya
Nancy Bennett
Shirley Eaves
Sharon Curran

Lisa Bartels

December 17
Patricia Weber
Scott Keway
Anna Bixler
Gloria Miles

December 18
David Hinmon
Allan Voisard

December 19
Jesse Hansen
Alice Liebgott
Joseph Keller

December 20
Gaila Carpenter

Mary Brewer
Thomas Adams, Jr.

December 21
Richard Andrews

December 22
Donald Chippewa, Sr.

Anita Coss
James Kagabitang, Jr.

Jack Ross
Patricia Dehainey

December 23
Robert Devernay

December 24
Patrick Boda

Roger Smith, Sr.
Leon Trueblood

Glen Rawls

December 25
Christina O’Banion

Paula Hall
Raphael Gasco

Marilyn Muskovin

December 26
David Paul
Daniel Root

Janice Shackleford
Jean Ansorge

Laura Burroughs
Allen Gasco

Elizabeth Keller

December 27
Levi Walker, Jr.

Christine Sevener
Michael Chisholm

Robert Boda

December 28
Christine Russell

December 29
Deloise Mitchell

December 30
William King

Shirley Adkins

December 31
Marie Simmons
Ella Petoskey



Odawa Trails December 20156

On September 24, 2015, the Environmental 
Services Program hosted “Protection of Tribal Uses 
of Water: A Traditional Perspective on Manoomin” 
at Spirit (Wycamp) Lake. 

Th e goal of the event was to bring to light cer-
tain tribal uses of water such as growing manoomin 
(wild rice) are not protected under state or federal 
water quality regulations. Th e Water Quality Stan-
dards Workgroup aims to create and pass LTBB 
water quality legislation, which is imperative to the 
sustainment of these uses. Th e proposed legislation 
would protect for uses like manoomin areas, fi shing, 
hunting, cultural/ceremonial and swimming as well 
as general water quality. Along with its own website, 
the Water Quality Standards Workgroup will survey 
LTBB Citizens and give out promotional items. You 
can take the survey and check out the website at: 
www.nibiishnaagdowen.com.

In addition to the Water Quality Standards 
Workgroup, which has a broader focus, there is 
also a Wild Rice Workgroup open to anyone who is 
interested. Contact Dawn Sineway-Nephler at 231-
242-1487 or dnightlinger@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov for 
details.  

Th e September event was a huge success with 
80 attendees, including many of the youth brought 
by the Youth Services Department. Guest speakers 
at the event were Dan Hinmon, Lee Sprague and 
Roger Labine. Th e fi rst half of the listening session 
was devoted to a visit of the rice growing on Spirit 
Lake. A small stand of manoomin (approximately 
0.13 acres) on the east basin of the lake had unfor-
tunately been eaten aft er reaching a mature stage, 
most likely by ducks and geese. It became unsafe to 
visit the stand because of high winds, so Hinmon 
and Sprague used a canoe on land to demonstrate 

how to harvest wild rice using rice sticks and a push 
pole. Labine then began with a demonstration on 
parching rice, “dancing” on the rice, and winnow-
ing. People were encouraged to try various steps of 
the traditional rice processing. Following the talks 
on traditional harvesting and processing, Kris Dey, 
LTBB NRD Fish and Wildlife Senior Research Tech-
nician, demonstrated the use of a modern way to 
dance and winnow, using a mechanical rice thresh-
er. Along with Youth Conservation Corps Leader 
Lauren Dey, he spent roughly a week building a rice 

thresher, which is a machine which paddles the rice 
around a hopper and blows the chaff  off  and out of 
the machine. Also called the “Manoominator,” the 
rice thresher does the work of dancing and winnow-
ing, making the process less labor intensive. Th e rice 
thresher will be available for use in the future once 
LTBB rice is harvestable.

Before a dinner of manoomin dishes, Netawn 
Kiogima discussed the importance of water to the 
Odawa people and was joined by young women in 
the community for a water ceremony and prayer. 
Hinmon and Sprague gave a push pole demonstra-
tion on the lake later in the evening. Aft er dinner, 
Daugherty “Duff y” Johnson III gave a presentation 
on the Water Quality Standards Workgroup, relat-
ing manoomin to the need for tribal water quality 
protections. Th e Water Quality Standards Work-
group and the event are products of the LTBB Water 
Quality Enhancement grant received from the Ad-
ministration for Native Americans. 

Chi-miigwech to the following: Kira Davis and 
the Water Quality Standards Workgroup members 
for getting the ball rolling; our speakers, Dan Hin-
mon, Roger Labine and Lee Sprague; Renee “Was-
son” Dillard for saying the opening prayer; Youth 
Services Department staff  for bringing the youth; 
Doug Craven for transporting gear and keeping the 

fi re; Kris and Lauren Dey for building the “Manoom-
inator” and transporting watercraft ; Education De-
partment for providing paddles and lifejackets; Net-
awn Kiogima for leading the water ceremony; Tim 
Th omas for keeping the fi re; the Wild Rice Work-
group for planning; and all who attended, gave in-
put, brought food and helped clean up.

Courtesy photos. 

PROTECTION OF TRIBAL USES OF WATER: A TRADITIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON MANOOMIN

Roger Labine (center) demonstrates rice 
parching (heating it up over a heat source).

Lee Sprague (standing with push pole) mimics 
pushing Dan Hinmon (sitting in canoe) around 
a rice lake.

Wiigwaas Craven (center) learns how to parch 
rice with help from Fred Harrington, Jr .

Kris Dey shows the inside of the “Manoominator” 
which has paddles that push the rice around and 
loosen the chaff . Th e result is rice that is ready to 
be picked clean and eaten.
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On October 26, 2015, the LTBB Natural Re-
source Department (NRD) hosted a hands-on deer 
processing workshop at the NRD Building in Har-
bor Springs, MI. Th e workshop was open to LTBB 

Tribal Citizens and their immediate families. In-
struction included cutting and de-boning of the 
deer and packaging and wrapping the meat. 

Photos  courtesy of Billy McNamara. 

LTBB NA T U R A L  RE S O U R C E  DE P A R T M E N T  SP O N S O R S  DE E R  PR O C E S S I N G  WO R K S H O P
If you would like to be on the tribal governmental 
vendor list for providing goods or services to the LTBB 
government, please contact Mandy Szocinski at 231-
242-1439 or mszocinski@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. Please be 
prepared to provide the following information: Name, 
contact information, good/services you are providing 
and any additional information as required. Supporting 
our tribal businesses is our preference. Chi Miigwech!

A T T E N T I O N  T R I B A L  B U S I N E S S E S /E N T R E P R E N E U R S !
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C O U N C I L O R  L A W  T E S T I F I E S  A T  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  J U S T I C E  C O N S U L T A T I O N

In accordance with Executive Order 131375 
and Department of Justice (DOJ) Policy, our tribe 
was invited to a DOJ consultation to gather in-
put regarding setting aside funds to assist Indi-
an tribes in exercising special domestic violence 
criminal jurisdiction and adopting the federal Vi-
olence Against Women Act (VAWA). 

Councilor Beatrice A. Law presented the fol-
lowing testimony on behalf of the tribe at the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Offi  ce of Tribal Justice/ Of-
fi ce of Violence Against Women-Tribal consultation 
held at Squaxin Island, Washington on November 
4, 2015:

“Aanii, on behalf of my Odawa Nation and 
Tribal Council from Petoskey, Michigan. I am 
here to give testimony as one of the first Tribes to 
have implemented the Violence Against Women 
Act (VAWA). Some of the issues we are concerned 

with are accessing for training for Probation and 
Probationary best practices; accessing funding 
for Offender Programs that include monitoring 
to curtail recidivism that impacts the social is-
sues within our community; Tribal Police to be 
able to prosecute Domestic Violence offenders 
on specific offenses; advance training for law en-
forcement officers and court staff on domestic 
violence protocols; judicial training on handling 
domestic violence cases and Personal Protection 
Orders (PPOs) and violation of PPOs; expanding 
the pilot project of utilizing federal facilities and 
make available transportation of offender to fed-
eral facilities by federal marshals. Now is the time 
to open the Bureau of Prison Office for access. 
Now is the time!

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indi-
ans community is aware of our VAWA law and for 
this to continue; we, the tribes need the assistance 
in the form of fl exible policies and fl exible funding.

In closing, I want to remind you (DOJ) that 
we have a government to government relationship, 
and with that comes the trust responsibility that the 
United States has to Indian Tribes. We will be sub-
mitting our written testimony within 60 days. 

Miigwech for your attention and I also want 
to acknowledge Michael Wolf from our Tribal Court 
who is here attending the conference, as well.”

Courtesy photo. 

Th e winter season is the 
time for storytelling, so, we in the 
LTBB Cultural Library, thought 
it was appropriate to honor some 
of our great storytellers we have 
in our community. Th ese are just 
a few of them. If you know of a 
storyteller who you would like 
to be honored, please send his or 
her name to the Cultural Library. 

Simon Otto – Simon was 
born in Petoskey, MI. He is a 
great storyteller and historian. 
He also makes many diff erent 
types of art, including painting, 
beadwork, making porcupine 
roaches, carvings and mak-
ing pipes. Simon has published 
many books of his stories on the 
Anishinaabe culture and oral 
traditions. He is a wonderful 
public speaker and a respected 
elder in our community. Simon 
is a great friend and mentor.

Arlene Naganashe – Arlene 
was born in Harbor Springs, MI. 
Not only is she a storyteller, but 
she is also a traditional dancer, 
a mother, a grandmother and a 
respected elder in our communi-
ty. Arlene fi nger weaves, makes 
corn husk dolls and does bead-
work for herself and others. In 
her early years, she belonged to 
a dance troupe called the Wood-
land Dancers, which focused on 
the dancing and traditional cul-
ture of our people. Arlene is the 
storyteller in her family, and she 
loves to pass the stories to her 
children and grandchildren, so 
they will live on for many gener-
ations. 

Frank Ettawageshik – Frank 
was born in Philadelphia, PA. He 
is known for his clay pottery, 
which he creates using tradition-
al methods our ancestors used 

centuries ago. He shared this 
talent with his children and now 
shares this talent with tribal and 
community children through 
the LTBB Summer Camp. Frank 
is a wonderful public speaker 
and storyteller. He has helped 
write several books on the Oda-
wa culture.  

Th ese are just a few of the 
great storytellers we have in our 
community. We would like there 
to be a Part 3 of the Honoring 
Our Artists Series, so please send 
us information on any artist or 
storyteller in our tribal commu-
nity. We will be waiting to hear 
from you!

Chi Miigwech, the Cultural 
Library staff .

Courtesy photos. 

H O N O R I N G  O U R  S T O R Y T E L L E R S :  P A R T  2  O F  H O N O R I N G  O U R  A R T I S T S  S E R I E S
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Aanii from the Mno Ode 
(Healthy Heart) Program.

On October 10, 2015, the 
Healthy Heart Program hosted 
the 5th Annual Year End Cele-
bration. Healthy Heart partici-
pants and their family members 
enjoyed a fun-fi lled day to beau-
tiful Munising, MI. Our adven-
ture included several stops along 
the way. First up was the newly 
named Heath Robinson Memo-

rial Bridge in Cut River.  Partic-
ipants were given time to enjoy 
a picnic brunch and explore 
around the bridge. Next, we 
stopped at Miners Castle Rock 

where we enjoyed a delicious 
lunch provided to us by Julienne 
Tomatoes and were able to take 
in some beautiful fall colors and 
scenery while there. We then 
made our way to the Munising 

boat docks where we boarded 
the Miss Superior for a gorgeous 
boat tour of Pictured Rocks. Par-
ticipants enjoyed the breathtak-
ing scenery and the wonderful 
commentary by Captain Leo, 
who gave very descriptive de-
tails of the 16 tour highlights, in-
cluding the East Channel Light-
house, Lovers Leap and Spry 
Falls. Our last and fi nal stop was 
the Brownstone Inn in Au Train, 
MI, for a wonderful and healthy 
dining experience. Although the 
day was long and very busy, ev-
eryone who attended had a great 
time and said they are looking 
forward to the next Healthy 
Heart adventure.    

As we begin year #6, we will 
continue to assist the current 56 
participants, but we are look-
ing for more to enroll. So if any 
of the following apply to you or 
someone you may know, please 
call us at 231-242-1616 to enroll.  

● 18 years of age or older 
and are clinically diagnosed with 
diabetes

● Willing to participate 
in monthly visits with the case 
manager

● Are willing to 
stay in the program 
for up to three years

We off er several 
nutrition classes with 
our registered dieti-
cian, Charla Gordon. 
She is at the Health 
Department twice a 
month for appoint-
ments if you are in-
terested in changing 
your eating habits 
or just have questions for her.  
Charla also takes part in our 
Learn, Laugh, Live Well (LLLW) 
Series with Health Educator Re-
gina Brubaker-Carver. Th e next 
Learn, Laugh, Live Well series is 
scheduled for December 3 from 
5 pm to 8 pm. Th e class is held 
at the LTBB Community Center. 
If you have any questions about 
the LLLW series, please contact 
Regina at 231-242-1664.

October was our last month 
for Wiijimosemdaa Wiim-
nobinmaadziying (Let’s walk 

together for a good life). We 
would like to thank those who 
participated in our fi rst commu-
nity walk group. Our purpose for 
when we fi rst created the group 
was support for those diagnosed 
with diabetes in the commu-
nity. Diabetes is very common 
amongst American Indians and 
Alaskan Natives. During the 
fi ve months, the group covered 
local areas such as the Susan 
Offi  eld Nature Preserve located 
behind the LTBB Governmental 
Center in Harbor Springs, MI, 
North Central Michigan College 
(NCMC) Nature Trail in Petos-
key, MI, and Avalanche Trails in 
Boyne City, MI. Th ese areas were 
a great starting point and of-
fered the perfect outdoor work-
out. Plus, each area had its own 
beauty in nature. With the colder 
months approaching quickly, the 
group is encouraging the com-
munity to walk inside whether 
at Native Way Gym using the 
treadmills or the indoor track 
located at NCMC. Whether you 
do it alone or as a family, every 
step counts when we are trying 
to step out diabetes amongst 

our community, and it makes us 
stronger together.  

Our traditional healer, Jake 
Pine, is available for appoint-
ments December 9-11 . Please 
call Cathy Gibson at 231-242-
1601 to schedule an appoint-
ment.  

Remember to schedule your 
foot clinic appointment on either 
a Tuesday or Wednesday of every 
week by calling Cathy Gibson at 
231-242-1601.

Courtesy photos and courte-
sy graphic. 

L T B B  H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T  -  M N O  O D E  –  H E A L T H Y  H E A R T

L T B B  A D O L E S C E N T  P R O G R A M  I N  S U B S T A N C E  A B U S E / M E N T A L  H E A L T H

Th e participants will be 

identifi ed teens as well as their 
chosen adult mentors. Th ey will 
meet for 44 weeks on Th ursday 
from 5-8 p.m., and the focus will 
be placed on Native American 
teachings of the Seven Grand-
fathers while building the 40 

developmental assets as identi-
fi ed by the Search Institute. As 
reported by the Search Institute, 
the more assets an individual has 
in place, the more likely they are 
to be successful in life.  

Th e LTBB Contract Health 
Services Program in the Health 
Department is a federally fund-
ed program which pays for some 

medical services for eligible Native 
Americans.  

In January 2014, the Consol-
idated Appropriation Act of 2014 
renamed the Contract Health Ser-
vices Program to the Purchased/
Referred Care (PRC) Program. 
All of the policies and practices 
remain the same. Th e PRC funds 
are used to supplement and com-
plement other health care resourc-
es available to eligible American 
Indians.

LTBB Contract Health will 
now be referred to as LTBB Pur-
chase and Referred Care, LTBB 

PRC, for short. Forms and sig-
nage will be updated in the Health 
Department, and phones will be 
answered with the new program 
name.  

Th is is a name change only. 
All eligibility requirements re-
main the same. 

As a reminder, you must get a 
reference number for all appoint-
ments in order for the medical 
services to be paid for by LTBB 
PRC. Th e LTBB PRC team looks 
forward to continuing to serve eli-
gible tribal citizens.  

Courtesy graphic.  

C O N T R A C T  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  P R O G R A M  I N  T H E  L T B B  H E A L T H 
D E P A R T M E N T  H A S  A  N E W  N A M E

“New Program” continued on page 10.
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Editor’s note: Th e following is an Inter-Tribal 
Council of Michigan press release dated October 16, 
2015.

Sault Ste. Marie, MI - Th e Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBB) and the Bay Mills 
Indian Community (BMIC) opened two new farm-
er’s markets this summer in Petoskey and Brimley, 
Ml, marking a signifi cant advancement toward im-
proving the physical and economic health of Native 
Americans in these communities. Th e two markets 
have grown rapidly since their inception and success-
fully increased the number of local residents that can 
now purchase fresh fruits and vegetables along with 
other locally prepared items like maple syrup, herbs, 
and perennial plants. 

Native Americans suff er from high rates of 
chronic diseases, like heart disease and diabetes.1 Re-
search shows that over 65% of Native Americans in 
Michigan are overweight and obese.2 Limited access 
to healthy food and grocery stores in areas like Pe-
toskey or Brimley can leave a community vulnerable 
to a variety of poor health outcomes. By introducing 
these new farmer’s markets, LTBB and BMIC have 
taken a critical step in increasing access to healthy 
food options, which will ultimately help drive down 
obesity and chronic disease risk among Native Amer-
icans in these communities. 

“About half (54.5%) of the respondents who took 
our Farmer’s Market patron survey reported that they 
currently get their fresh produce from our market,” 
said Angela Johnston of BMIC. 

“And the majority of respondents (91.0%) felt 
that the price of products was good or excellent.” 

Th e opening of the LTBB and BMIC farmer’s 
markets is part of the Racial and Ethnic Approach-
es to Community Health (REACH) - Journey to 
Wellness initiative, a multi-year eff ort led by the In-
ter-Tribal Council of Michigan to improve the health 
and quality of life for Native Americans in Michigan. 
Th e goal of the initiative, funded by the CDC and the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, is to 
prevent long-term diseases like diabetes, high blood 
pressure and heart disease by encouraging exercise 
and healthy eating, as well as lowering commercial 
tobacco use. 

Other tribes in Michigan participating in 
REACH - Journey to Wellness have enhanced their 
existing farmer’s markets to meet growing demand 
for locally produced, healthy foods. With the help 
of a rural development grant from the United States 
Department of Agriculture, the Saginaw Chippewa 
Indian Tribe (SCIT) opened a new pavilion for their 
market in August 2015, creating new jobs and allow-
ing opportunities for additional vendors. 

“I am proud to say that the success of our farm-
er’s markets help to ensure healthy food options and 
the long-term health of our communities,” said Billi 
Jo Head of LTBB. 

1 Indian Health Services. Disparities. Retrieved 
from http://tinyurl.com/disparitiesfactsheet

2 Kaiser Family Foundation. Overweight and Obe-
sity Rates for Adults by Race/Ethnicity. Retrieved from 
http://tinyurl.com/obesityratebyethnicity

Editor’s note: Th e following is an In ter-Tribal 
Council of Michigan press release dated October 16, 
2015.

Michigan, U.S.- A new media campaign urging 
Native Americans to get healthy for the ones they 
love launched September 26 in seven cities across 
Michigan. What Moves You? features inspiring im-
ages of Native American parents exercising with 
their children, highlighting family responsibility 
and mentorship as motivation for being more physi-
cally active. Th e goal is to reduce the risk for chronic 
diseases while improving long-term health. 

“Diabetes aff ects Native Americans more than 
people from other racial backgrounds. Knowing 
that exercise can curb the onset of diabetes, or even 
prevent it, inspired me to get myself and my kids 
active so the chances of any of us developing this 
disease would be minimized. Plus, our bodies were 
designed to move and it’s something fun we can all 
do together, for free!” said Marilee Fleming, a par-
ent featured in the campaign and a member of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and the Lac Courte 
Oreilles Band of Ojibwe. 

Six federally recognized tribes and one health 
center in Michigan will distribute campaign mate-
rials and use What Moves You? to encourage their 

communities to become more physically active: Th e 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe, Th e Nottawasep-
pi Huron Band of the Potawatomi, Th e Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, Th e Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community, Th e Hannahville Indian 
Community, Th e Bay Mills Indian Community and 
American Indian Health and Family Services. 

What Moves You? ads have rolled out in the 
Michigan cities where the participating tribes and 
health center are located, including Detroit, Mount 
Pleasant, Fulton, Grand Rapids, Wilson, Brim-
ley, Sault Ste. Marie, Petoskey and Baraga. Th e ads 
appear online and locally on billboards, at conve-
nience stores and in various publications. 

Th e campaign website, MoveMoreNow.org, 
provides information about the benefi ts of exercise, 
outlines physical activity recommendations and 
highlights diff erent types of activities to do year-
round. It also includes local and online fi tness re-
sources. 

What Moves You? is part of the Racial and Eth-
nic Approaches to Community Health (REACH)-
Journey to Wellness initiative, a multi-year eff ort led 
by the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan to improve 
the health and quality of life for Native Americans 
in Michigan. Research shows that over 65% of Na-
tive Americans in Michigan are overweight and 
obese.1 “Forming healthy habits like regular exercise 
and nutritious eating, are vital in combatting chron-
ic diseases,” said Cathy Edgerly, REACH Program 
Manager at the Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan. 

Th e project is funded by the CDC and the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

1 Kaiser Family Foundation. Overweight and 
Obesity Rates for Adults by Race/Ethnicity. Retrieved 
from http://tinyurl.com/obesityratebyethnicity

M I C H I G A N  T R I B E S  T A C K L E  O B E S I T Y  W I T H  N E W  A D  C A M P A I G N

N E W  T R I B A L  F A R M E R ’ S  M A R K E T S  I N  M I C H I G A N  I M P R O V E  H E A L T H  A N D 
B O O S T  L O C A L  E C O N O M I E S

Th e meeting will begin with 
a traditional Native greeting of-
fered by a Little Traverse Bay 
Bands cultural advisor.  Aft er the 
greeting, the participants will di-
vide into three smaller groups. 
Group 1 will prepare a meal 
which consists of Native Amer-
ican recipes. Group 2 will paint 
a board which represents their 
interpretation of the teaching 
of the week.  Aft er the 44-week 
completion, each board will be 
made into a totem refl ecting 
their journey through the teach-
ings. Group 3 will meet with a 
chosen Little Traverse Bay Bands 
cultural advisor to do a culturally 
related activity which correlates 
with the teaching of the week. 
Th is can include Native songs, 

craft s, dance or story which will 
help these teens become more 
invested and committed to the 
heritage of the Odawa culture. 

Aft er the meal has been pre-
pared, the groups will reunite 
and off er blessing in Anishi-
naabe (Native language). Th e 
participants will eat together as a 
family which strengthens many 
of the assets which will be pre-
sented in the 44 weeks of teach-
ings. Upon completion of the 
meal, the whole group will work 
together to clean up and restore 
the area to its original condition. 

When this task is fi nished, 
the curriculum for the week’s 
lesson will be presented through 
examples, stories and activi-
ties to complete that evening or 
homework for the next week. 

Each week’s asset will have a cul-
tural relationship built into the 
teachings.

At the end of the evening, 
the group, as a whole, will refl ect 
and promote open communica-
tion on the learning and what 
each person will take away from 
the evening’s events. Th e group 
will then participate with the 
cultural advisor on a closing cer-
emony.

When the group nears the 
end of the journey, each partic-
ipant will be given the opportu-
nity to do a vision quest and/or a 
naming ceremony.

For more information, 
please contact Sabrina Spearman 
at 231-242-1643 to get registered 
on this adventure of a lifetime.

Courtesy graphic. 

“New Program” continued on page 9.
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Area Pantry Schedule
EMMET COUNTY

Nazarene Church - Wed 4-5 :45pm
7489 Mission Road, Alanson 

231-548-5462

Liberty Baptist Church - call for pantry 
services 7247 South US 31, Alanson 

231-548-5836

Church of Christ - 1st & 3rd Sun 12:30-
1:30pm 1727 Anderson Road, Petoskey 

231-437-0210

Bay Shore Pantry - 2nd & 4th Tue 12-3pm
06072 US 31 North, Bay Shore 

231-347-3618

The Manna Pantry - Tue 9am-12pm; call 
for emergencies - 8791 McBride Park 
Court, Harbor Springs 231-347-8852

Harbor Springs Community - Mon 
9:30am-12pm - 150 West Main (enter 
through double doors on 3rd Street), 

Harbor Springs 231-526-2414

Pellston Grace Community - Wed 5:30-
6:30pm - 161 Highway 31, Pellston 

231-539-8570

First Christian Church - Wed 9am-12pm
308 Monroe, Petoskey 231-347-6181

Salvation Army - Mon - Fri 9am-12pm 
712 Pleasant Street, Petoskey 

231-347-3531

St. Francis/Brother Dan’s - Tue 9am-
12pm; call for emergencies - 415 State 

Street, Petoskey 231-347-7423

Cross of Christ Church - 2nd Thu 5-7pm; 
4th Thu 9-llam - Paper pantry only

1450 East Mitchell Street, Petoskey 
231-347-5440

Northern Michigan Diaper Pantry - 1st & 
3rd Fri 9:30am-ll:30am - 8781 McBride 

Park Court, Harbor Springs 
(bldg. next to Manna)

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY

Boyne City Community - 1st Mon 10am-
12pm & 3rd Mon 5-7pm - 401 State 
Street, Boyne City 231-582-2551

Boyne Valley Pantry - Thu 2-5pm
3031 Main Street, Boyne Falls 

231-549-2230

Seventh Day Adventist - Mon 6-8pm, 
Wed 10am-12pm - 326 Park Street, 

Boyne City 231-582-0151

Bible Baptist Church - 1st & 3rd Thu 
6-7pm; call for emergencies - 05855 

M-66 North, Charlevoix 231-547-4300

Charlevoix Community - Mon and Thu 
10am-12pm; last Sat 10-llam - 101 State 

Street, Charlevoix 231-547-9122

Care & Share - Tue 3-6pm; Thu 9am-
12pm - 205 Water Street, East Jordan 

231-536-7423

Third Day Fellowship - Mon 2:30pm and 
6:30pm - 1204 Bridge Street, Charlevoix 

231-547-8040

Walloon Lake Community - 2nd & 4th Tue 
5:00-6:l5pm - 4320 M-75, Walloon Lake

231-535-2288

ANTRIM COUNTY

Bellaire Community Pantry - Mon 1-5pm 
& Thu 10am-5pm - 205 Broad Street, 

Bellaire 231-533-8973

Good Samaritan - Tue 10am-7pm, Wed, 
Thu, Fri 10am-4pm, Sat 10am-2pm

9746 Main Street, Ellsworth 
231-588-2208

Antrim County Baby Pantry - 2nd & 4th 
Thu 12:30-4pm - 209 Jefferson Street, 

Mancelona 231-584-8401

Community Lighthouse - Tue & Thu 9am-
5pm - 430 West State Street, Mancelona 

231-587-9967

Mancelona Pantry and Resale - Tue, 
Wed, Thu 9am-4pm - 200 Maple, 

Mancelona 231-587-9606

Area Soup Kitchen Schedule
EMMET COUNTY

First Presbyterian Church - Thu & Sun 
12-1pm - 501 East Mitchell Street, 

Petoskey 231-347-4793

St. Francis/Brother Dan’s - Tue 12-1pm
415 State Street, Petoskey 

231-347-7423

Nazarene Church - Wed 4-5 :45pm 
7489 Mission Road, Alanson 

231-548-5462

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY

Community Church of God - Mon & Thu 
llam-1pm - 202 West Hurlbut, Charlevoix 

231-547-2875

ANTRIM COUNTY

Good Samaritan - Thu at 12pm 
9746 Main Street, Ellsworth 

231-588-2208
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Aanii, the language classes at Petoskey High 
School in Petoskey, MI, and Harbor Springs High 
School (HSHS) in Harbor Springs, MI, are going 
great. 

We have a total of 45 students from both 
schools, ranging from 9th to 12th graders. We are 
well into our year with family trees, word collage(s), 
daily questions and bebezhik word lists. Some of the 

intermediate students are “peer teaching” the mate-
rial they had learned last year. 

Here are comic strips made by Harbor Springs 
High School students, Anamekwan Wemigwase and 
Ezaak Kellar. Th ey are 9th grade freshme n students. 
Th ey learn the language by making their own mate-
rial through art and interpreting them through the 
project.  

H I G H  S C H O O L  L A N G U A G E  C L A S S E S
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Aanii kina wiya,
Aaniish na gegiinawaa? Begish naa mi-

nozhigiizhigatkeyek. 
George Trudeau ndanooziwin, miigonaa maan-

da gaamiinigowaambaa, wemtigozhii nooziwin.  
Jaach Biisine shawii go ndaanishinaabe nooziwin 
aawan.  Miigonaa maanda ndamishoomsiba gaa-
nooziwingaazat “Biisine.”   Kiiwedinoong nikeyaa, 
Wiikwemkoong shkoniganing, Minidoo Minising 
ndoonjibaa.  Odaawaa Minis ko gichizhaazhigo 
gichin’shinaabaniik giizhinigaadaanaawaa wi minis. 

Ngiimadaangazhe sa maanda ebibimisek 
wiikinoomaageyaanh anishinaabemowin, maampii 
Biidaasigeng.  Ndagichi nendam sa gwa wiimaa-
jtaayaanh wiikinoomoogeyaanh.  Mdaaswe shi 
bezhik biboonigoba gaakomaachtaa’aambaa 

kinoomaageyaanh maanda anishinaabemowin.  
Ngiikinoomoowok go binoojiinhyak, eshkini-
igaayik miinawaa egichipiitsejik.  Begish naa bi-
zhaayek wiimaachtaa’aanh wii kinoomaageyaanh 
anishinaabemowin.  Aapidji go dagichinendamok 
gichin’shinaabebaniik minoodaagoyik wiianishi-
naabemyek maampii Biidaasigeng.

Nahaaw, mii wi kowesh, Jaach. 
English Translation  
Greetings everyone, 
How is everyone? Hope everyone is having a 

good, nice, beautiful day.
George Trudeau is my name, this is what was 

given to me, a French name. But, (George) Biisine is 
my Anishinaabe name. Th is is the name of my (late) 
grandfather, “biisine.” Th e direction of the north 
wind, Wikwemikong Reservation of (Manitoulin) 
Spirit Island, is where I am from. Th e Anishinaabek 
of long ago called that island, Island of the Odaawaa.  

I started my job this week to teach Anishinaabe 
language, here at Petoskey; (Th e sun shines towards 
this direction).   I’m very happy to start teaching 
the Anishinaabe language. I started teaching An-
ishinaabemowin 11 years ago. I’ve taught children, 
teenagers and adults/elders. Hoping everyone comes 
when I start teaching Anishinaabemowin. Th e An-
ishinaabek of long ago who will be happy to hear 
from you speaking A nishinaabe here at Petoskey. 

Ok, that’s it for now, George.
Courtesy photo. 

I N T R O D U C I N G  P R O J E C T  C O O R D I N A T O R / F L U E N T  L A N G U A G E  T E A C H E R 
G E O R G E  T R U D E A U

Answers on page 29.
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Gunnar McNamara has 
helped the Petoskey High School 
varsity boys tennis team to the 
last two Division 3 Michigan 
High School Athletic Associa-
tion (MHSAA) state fi nals and 
its last two regional titles.

Petoskey tied for 13th place 
at this year’s state fi nals and tied 
for ninth place at last year’s state 
fi nals. McNamara is 1-2 at the 
last two state fi nals, playing at 
No. 3 singles in 2014 and playing 
at No. 4 singles in 2015.   

McNamara, a sophomore, 
was a 2015 regional champion 
at the Big Rapids Regional aft er 
receiving a fi rst round bye and 
winning his two matches, 6-0, 
6-0, and 6-2, 6-2. 

McNamara, an LTBB de-
scendent, is the son of Billy Mc-
Namara and the grandson of 
Dexter McNamara, both LTBB 
Tribal Citizens. 

Andrea Young, a senior, was 
a member of the Harbor Springs 
High School varsity girls cross 
country team, which was the 
2015 Division 4 MHSAA state 
runner-up. She competed for 
half of the season before requir-

ing physical therapy due to an 
injury. She has a 3.99 GPA and 
was recently accepted to her fi rst 
choice college, Michigan State 
University. She has received all 
A’s during her high school career 
except for one A- in a college 
class last year. 

Jacob Young, a sophomore, 
helped the Harbor Springs High 
School varsity boys cross coun-
try team to a third place fi nish in 
Division 4 at the 2015 MHSAA 

State Finals. He fi nished 163rd 
out of 245 runners in all four di-
visions there.

In 2014, he helped Harbor 
Springs fi nish eighth in Division 
4 at the MHSAA State Finals, 
fi nishing 140th out of 245 run-
ners in all four divisions there.

He has a 4.0 GPA. 
Andrea and Jacob Young, 

both LTBB Tribal Citizens, are 
the children of Debbie and Gary 
Young.  

Isaac Abram-Craig, an 
LTBB Tribal Citizen, and his fa-
ther, Matt Abram-Craig (First 
Nations, CA) have both won fi rst 
place at the Michigan Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu Open two years run-
ning. 

Matt is in the Master’s Di-
vision while Isaac was in the 
13-15-year-old division in 2015 
and the 10-12-year-old division 
in 2014. Th is year’s tournament 
was held October 11, 2015 in 
Southfi eld, MI. 

Isaac credits the Native Way 
#2 tribal gym where he learned 
the art form and Dr. Terry Sam-
uels and Jimmy Gasco as his 
teachers. 

Courtesy photos. 

L T B B  C O M M U N I T Y  C I T I Z E N S  E X C E L  I N  T H E I R  R E S P E C T I V E  S P O R T S
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criminal charges. So John Doe and his parents sued 
Townsend and Dollar General in tribal court for 
civil damages.

In turn, Townsend and Dollar General sued the 
tribe in federal court, disputing the tribal court’s ju-
risdiction.

Th e federal district court for the Southern Dis-
trict of Mississippi and the Fift h Circuit Court of 
Appeals in New Orleans both ruled that the tribe 
did have jurisdiction. “[T]he ability to regulate the 
working conditions (particularly as pertains to 
health and safety) of tribe members employed on 
reservation land is plainly central to the tribe’s pow-
er of self-government,” the Fift h Circuit declared.

But last June, the United States Supreme Court 
agreed to hear Dollar General v. Mississippi Band 
of Choctaw Indians. Legal experts are calling it the 
“most potentially devastating case for Indian tribes 
in half a century.”

The Lines Are Drawn

At issue is whether tribes have the jurisdiction 
to rule on civil tort claims against non-members. 
Dollar General argues that they do not. Th e Mis-
sissippi Choctaw, however, insist that the ability to 
protect their children falls squarely within the tribe’s 
sovereign regulatory authority on their land.

“Dollar General is seeking a ruling that tribal 
courts can never exercise civil jurisdiction over a 
non-Indian unless Congress has given its express 
consent,” said Stephen Pevar, senior counsel for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, which fi led its am-
icus brief in support of the Mississippi Choctaw on 
October 21.

“Th e Solicitor General urged the Court not to 
take the case,” Pevar noted, “essentially saying that 
this is a run-of-the-mill case that presents no new 
or diffi  cult or confl icting issues 
and that surely the tribe has ju-
risdiction. Th erefore, the fact 
that [the Supreme Court] took 
this case is troubling.”

Th e Doe family, the Missis-
sippi Choctaw, Dollar General 
and Townsend were all contact-
ed for this story. None have re-
sponded.

The Absence of Justice 

In Mississippi, the federal 
government retains criminal 
jurisdiction over crimes com-
mitted on Indian reservations. 
Th erefore, if the U.S. Attorney 
declines to prosecute a case, it cannot be tried in 
tribal or state court.

Th is jurisdictional “black hole” has led to thou-
sands of untried cases and legal dead-ends for vic-
tims. It has also led to grim crime statistics for Indi-
an people, who are more than twice as likely as other 
racial groups to experience violent crime and sexual 
assault, according to the Justice Department.

“Th e U.S. Attorney typically will not prose-
cute crimes of a sexual nature because they take 
the position that unless it’s a capital murder off ense 
or white-collar crime that they have a fairly good 
chance of winning, it’s not worth the time,” said one 
former U.S. Attorney who declined to be identifi ed 
because of the sensitivity of the case.

In January 2005, angered that their son’s case 
had slipped beneath the waves of justice, Doe’s par-
ents took Townsend and Dollar General to court for 
damages in Mississippi Choctaw tribal court, whose 
system and legal code are nearly identical to those of 
the state of Mississippi.

Th e parents alleged that Dollar General was li-
able for Townsend’s criminal conduct and that the 
company was negligent in his hiring, training and 
supervision. Th ey asked for $2.5 million in actual 
and punitive damages.

Townsend and Dollar General both immediate-
ly moved to dismiss, contending that the tribal court 
“lacked jurisdiction.” In 2008, the District Court for 
the Southern District of Mississippi held that the 
tribal courts had no jurisdiction over the alleged 
perpetrator Townsend.

At the same time, the judges wrote that Dollar 
General had knowingly consented to the jurisdic-
tion of the tribe when it became a lessee on Choctaw 
land. Th erefore, the judges said, the company itself 
should be subject to tribal court jurisdiction.

“No Stranger to Indian Country” 

In 2000, Dollar General entered into an agree-
ment with the Mississippi Choctaw to open a store 
on the tribe’s reservation land, about 90 miles north-
east of the Mississippi state capital in Jackson. Th e 
language in the leasing agreement was unambigu-
ous in regard to tribal jurisdiction and governing 
law.

“Th is agreement and any related documents,” 
the document stated, “shall be construed according 
to the laws of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indi-
ans and the state of Mississippi . . . Exclusive venue 
and jurisdiction shall be in the Tribal Court of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. [Emphasis 
added.] Th is agreement and any related documents 
is subject to the Choctaw Tort Claims Act.”

But when the case against Townsend and the 
retail giant began going through the Mississippi 
Choctaw legal system and into federal court, Dollar 
General began bristling at the notion of tribal juris-
diction.

Among its various claims, the company has 
stated in court documents that it is a “stranger” 
to tribal court jurisdiction; that permitting tribal 
courts to exercise tort (or non-criminal) jurisdic-
tion could “impose ruinous punitive damages … 
[with] the same purpose and eff ect” as criminal 
punishment; and that Dollar General should not be 
bound to rules in an “unfamiliar court.”

Indian law experts across the country, howev-
er, have decried that Dollar General’s position as a 
disingenuous double standard. Many companies do 
business with Indian tribes every day, they argue, 
with no qualms about suing tribal members in trib-
al courts for a variety of tort claims—as long as they 
are the plaintiff .

Being a defendant, however, is a diff erent story, 
even though the companies knowingly consent to 

such a relationship with the 
full knowledge of their legal 
departments.

“Dollar General is no 
stranger to Indian country, 
they’re in nearly every Na-
tive community,” said Rich-
ard Guest, director of the 
Tribal Supreme Court Proj-
ect for the Native American 
Rights Fund. “When these 
non-Indian companies 
come on to the reservation 
to do business with the tribe 
or a tribal member, they 
have fair notice that they 
will be subject to the civil 
jurisdiction of tribal courts 

for any harm they cause to the tribe or its members 
on tribal lands. Th at should not be a ‘surprise’.”

As a matter of course, tribes and their courts 
do not have authority over non-Indians. However, 
two exceptions were laid out in Montana v. United 
States (1981). Th ese are “consensual relationships” 
and “activities that threaten the political integrity, 
economic security or the health and welfare of the 
tribe.”

In June 2014, the Fift h Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that the “consensual relationship” exception 
applied in the Doe case: “[Townsend’s conduct] has 
an obvious nexus” in relationship to Dollar General 
and the tribe’s Youth Opportunity Program.

“A tribe that has agreed to place a minor tribe 
member as an unpaid intern in a business located on 
tribal land on a reservation is attempting to regulate 
the safety of the child’s workplace,” the court ruled. 
“Simply put, the tribe is protecting its own children 
on its own land.”

Th e U.S.
Solicitor General

urged the high
court not to

take the case.
Th at it did so is

troubling.

On December 7, the Supreme Court is expected 
to hear the “most potentially devastating case 
for Indian tribes in half a century.”

“Matter of Sovereignty” continued from page 1.

“Matter of Sovereignty” continued on page 20.
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What is Dollar General?

Dollar General calls itself “one of the fast-
est-growing retailers in America,” with 12,198 
stores in 43 states and over 105,000 employees. Th e 
Tennessee-based, publicly traded discount retailer 
reported nearly $19 billion in sales last year, with 
a market capitalization of just over $20 billion, ac-
cording to the New York Stock Exchange.

Over the years, too, the company has been em-
broiled in numerous legal disputes and altercations 
with federal agencies. Th ese include making false 
statements or failing to disclose adverse facts in 
its fi nancial statements with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, resulting in a $162 million set-
tlement in 2001; numerous violations with the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Administration, which 
have yielded nearly 40 citations since 2009; a class 
action suit for unpaid overtime, resulting in an $8.3 
million settlement in 2014; and numerous lawsuits 
for racial and disability and gender discrimination.

In 2006, Dollar General was also the subject of a 
class action lawsuit by over 2,100 female employees 
who said the company’s pay system discriminates 
against female store managers. Th e company settled 
out of court for $18.75 million in 2012.

Last year, the company was forced to pay nearly 
$4 million to settle another class action suit for vio-
lations of the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA), in 
which the company “willfully failed to comply with 
the disclosure and authorization requirements in 

[the FCRA],” including failing to inform applicants 
that a background check would be done, as well as 
failure to obtain their consent.

No Justice for John Doe

In June, over the objections of the Solicitor 
General, and despite the fact that there was no cir-
cuit split on this matter, the Supreme Court granted 
Dollar General’s petition for certiorari. Th e case has 
rattled Indian tribes and their legal teams across the 
country, who view the high court’s intervention as 
an ominous indicator.

With a showdown looming, Indian country 
is preparing for what legal experts are calling “the 
most important Indian law case in decades.”

“[Dollar General] wants to wipe out all civil ad-
judicatory jurisdiction of tribes over non-Indians,” 
said Stephen Pevar of the ACLU. “Until now, the 
question had only been whether the non-Indian had 
suffi  cient causal connections with the tribe or had 
done something (or threatened to do something) 
particularly serious to the tribe to allow the tribe to 
subject that person to the tribe’s judicial authority.

“But Dollar General wants to have a blanket 
prohibition of such authority unless Congress has 
consented or the person being sued has consented. 
Th e implications are enormous because it would 
strip tribes of the rights that landowners typically 
have.”

Oral arguments for Dollar General v. Th e Mis-
sissippi Band of Choctaw Indians have been set for 
December 7, 2015. http://bit.ly/1KClLtj

Editor’s note: Th e following 
is a National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians (NCAI) press release 
dated November 5, 2015. 

President Barack Obama, 
tribal leaders from across the 
country and key federal offi  cials 
gathered today (November 5, 
2015) for the 7th Annual White 
House Tribal Nations Con-
ference (WHTNC) to discuss 
how they can continue to work 
together to strengthen the na-
tion-to-nation relationship be-
tween tribal nations and the U.S. 
government and cement a legacy 
which empowers Indian coun-
try’s future. 

Held at the Ronald Reagan 
Building and International Trade 
Center, the WHTNC kicked off  
with big news from athletic shoe 
and apparel maker, Adidas, who 
announced an initiative to help 
high schools nationwide drop 
their Native American-themed 
mascots, nicknames, imagery 
or symbolism by providing logo 
and uniform redesign services 
and fi nancial support to ensure 
the cost of changing mascots is 
not prohibitive. 

Also unveiled was MTV’s 
powerful new video on Genera-
tion Indigenous, which featured 
First Lady Michelle Obama de-
claring to Native youth, “As you 
move forward, remember you 
are never alone.” 

Th e annual convening con-
tinued with rousing addresses 
by an impressive slate of tribal 
leaders and federal offi  cials, in-

cluding: 
● Chairwoman Rosemary 

Morillo, Soboba Band of Luiseño 
Indians

● Valerie Jarrett, Senior Ad-
visor to President Barack Obama

● Secretary Sally Jewell, De-
partment of the Interior

● Chairman Aaron Pay-
ment, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians

● Rory Taylor, Center for 
Native American Youth 2015 
Champion for Change and cit-
izen of the Pawnee Nation of 
Oklahoma

● Ambassador Keith Harp-
er, U.S. Representative to the Hu-
man Rights Council and citizen 
of the Cherokee Nation 

● Heather Higginbottom, 
Deputy Secretary, Department 
of State

Conference participants 
attended breakout sessions to 
engage in meaningful dialogues 
with federal offi  cials on criti-
cal topics ranging from health 
care to housing to climate 
change. From these sessions and 
throughout the day came an-
nouncements of several new key 
federal developments and initia-
tives for Indian country such as: 

● Th e Department of the 
Interior fi nalized and released 
new Right of Way Regulations, 
which will give Native landown-
ers greater control over the use 
and development of tribal lands.

● Th e Department of Justice 
announced the fi rst 10 tribes to 
participate in the initial phase 
of the Tribal Access Program 
for National Crime Information 
(TAP).

● Th e Department of the 
Interior’s launch of Native One 
Stop, a website where tribal citi-
zens can locate important federal 
resources they may be eligible to 
receive.

● Th e Department of Edu-
cation released its agency con-
sultation policy and also high-
lighted the release of the School 
Environment Listening Sessions 
Final Report. 

● Th e Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
(HUD) announced changes to 

the Choice Neighborhoods Ini-
tiative designed to make tribes 
more competitive for this fund-
ing stream for neighborhood 
transformation, which will be in-
tegrated into a NOFA which will 
be released in the next 30 days.

● Th e appointment of Kar-
en Diver (Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa) to 
serve as Special Assistant to the 
President for Native American 
Aff airs, White House Domestic 
Policy Council.

President Obama wrapped 
up the landmark event with brief 
opening remarks. “When I ran 
for offi  ce, I pledged to build a true 
nation-to-nation relationship 
with you,” he said to the tribal 
leaders in attendance. “What has 
started out as a campaign prom-
ise has now become a tradition.” 
He went on to share “the success 
of our Native American commu-
nities is tied up with the success 
of America as a whole.”

Obama then joined a 
roundtable discussion moderat-
ed by Jude Schimmel (Umatil-
la), a standout basketball player 
at the University of Louisville. 
Th e roundtable covered a num-
ber of topics important to Native 
youth, including the need for 
quality, culturally appropriate 
education; suicide prevention; 
food sovereignty; and the move-
ment to eliminate racist sports 
mascots in schools. Querying 
President Obama were four Na-
tive youth: Blossom Johnson 
(Navajo Nation), age 23; Tatia-
na Ticknor (Yup’ik/Tlingit/De-
na’ina), age 16; Brayden White 
(St. Regis Mohawk Tribe), age 
21; and Philip Douglas (Semi-
nole Nation of Oklahoma), age 
16. In closing the conference, 
Obama said of Native youth, “I 
want to be a partner with you 
to make sure that every possible 
door is opened to them.” 

For more information, 
please see the Fact Sheet for the 
7th Annual White House Trib-
al Nations Conference at www.
whitehouse.gov and also NCAI’s 
Tribal Leader Briefi ng Book on 
www.ncai.org.  

Courtesy photo. 

PRES IDENT OBAMA HOSTS 7TH ANNUAL WHITE HOUSE TRIBAL NATIONS CONFERENCE

“Matter of Sovereignty” continued from page 19.
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Michigan

December 31
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
& Chippewa Indians Sobriety 
New Year’s Eve Pow Wow
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa
Acme, MI
Contact Information: Lisa 
Shawandase at 231-534-7090 or 
Lisa.Shawandase@gtbindians.
com

March 19-20, 2016
27th Annual Central Michigan 
University Pow Wow 
CMU Events Center
Central Michigan University
Mt. Pleasant, MI

April 9-10, 2016
33rd Annual Pow Wow of Life

Jenison Fieldhouse
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI
Contact Information: Ashley 
Ryerse at ryerseas@gmail.com 

Minnesota

November 28
DEBWE’s 4th Annual Traditional 
Gathering
Detroit Lakes, MN
Contact Information: Roxanne 
Fairbanks at 218-841-4701

January 15, 2016
American Indian Magnet School 
Monthly Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN

February 12, 2016
American Indian Magnet School 

Monthly Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN

March 11, 2016
American Indian Magnet School 
Monthly Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN

Wisconsin

December 31
LCO New Year’s Pow Wow
Hayward, WI
Contact Information: 715-634-
8924

December 31
Menominee New Year’s Pow 
Wow
Keshena, WI
Contact Information: 715-756-
2354 

On the Pow Wow TrailOn the Pow Wow Trail
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In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought by the in-
dividual. No attempt will be made by the Legislative Branch to summarize the comments. Written public comments will be accepted by the Legislative Offi  ce. Written comments shall be attached to the offi  cial approved minutes 
housed in the Legislative Branch. Written comments are not published, however shall be open to review within the Legislative Offi  ce in accordance with any laws regarding such documents.

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Council Chambers

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

October 8, 2015

GENERAL SESSION I
Closed Session: None
Call to Order:  9:11 a.m.  
Opening Ceremony: Bill A. Den-

emy
Roll Call: Council Present: Secre-

tary Julia Shananaquet, Treasurer Mar-
cella Reyes, Councilor Bill A. Denemy, 
Councilor John Keshick, Councilor 
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor Naganashe, 
Councilor Aaron Otto

Council Elect:  Dexter Mc-
Namara, Frank Bernard, David Har-
rington

Absent (at time of Roll Call): 
Councilor Winnay Wemigwase 

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Budnick, 
Legislative Offi  ce Manager Michele 
LaCount, Financial Analyst Stella Kay, 
Tribal Historic Preservation Offi  cer 
Wesley Andrews, Citizens Assistance 
Attorney Cherie Dominic

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  
Present: Chairperperson Regina Gas-
co-Bentley, Tribal Administrator Al-
bert Colby, Jr., Chief Financial Offi  cer 
Carrie Carlson

Tribl Court: Associate Judge John 
Lemire, Court Clerk Cynthia Brouch-
aert, Administative Assistant Joetta 
Gasco

Public: Carol Quinones, Angel 
Bernard, Ezra Bernard, Carol Mc-
Fall, Andrew Stich, John Bott, Doug-
las Sprague, Marty VanDeCar, David 
Dominic, Bart Gasco, Alice Hughes, 
Christine Shomin, Jessica Searles, Deb 
McNamara, Mary Lou Bowers, Merle 
Carson, Linda Gokee, Marcia Sutton

Invited Guests:  none
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Naga-
nashe

to adopt the October 8, 2015, 
General Session I agenda as presented.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Denemy to approve the minutes of the 
Regular Meeting held on September 
17, 2015, as corrected. 

Vote: 6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Councilor Law, Councilor 
Wemigwase)

Motion carried.
Executive Updates 
Discussion Items: Youth Grant 

Extension, Tribal Summit attendance, 
Water Quality Summit to be held in 
Traverse City, MI. Meeting regarding 
possible Tribal Pharmacy (reviewed 
Watersmeet and Hannaville Tribal 
Models), Native American Halloween 
Costume Citizen complaint. Councilor 
Keshick gave an update on Chippewa 
Ottawa Resource Authority meeting 
issues.

Questions raised regarding:  Li-
quor Control Board, Meaningful Use

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Secretary Shanan-
aquet to acknowledge the verbal report 
as presented by Chairperson Regina 
Gasco Bentley on October 8, 2015.     

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Tribal Council Offi  cer Reports:
Legislative Leader - Position is 

currently vacant.
Secretary:
Th e following Tribal Council ad-

opted/approved documents were deliv-
ered/signed by the Executive: 

Waganakising Odawak Statute 
2015-015 Amendment to 2015-009 
Gaming Enterprise Statute 

Delivered to the Executive De-
partment on 09-09-15 

Signed on 09-23-15.
Tribal Resolution #091715-01; 

Michigan Elder’s Association Delegate 
Appointment 

Delivered to the Executive De-

partment on 09-23-15 
Signed on 09-23-15.
Vetoes: None 
Phone Polls:  None
Additional Items:
With the budgetary cuts we are 

currently experiencing, I would like 
to extend my sincerest thank you the 
Grant Department staff , Amber Holt 
and Julie Kaupilla for working so dil-
igently in securing the much needed 
grant funds for our Tribal programs. 
Both ladies are working very hard to 
assist in off setting our program short-
ages and the work they do is greatly ap-
preciated.  Th ere are two other special 
ladies I would like to say Miigwetch 
to, Carol Kiogima and Ellie Winkel-
horst.  During harvest season, these 
two ladies continuously volunteer their 
precious time to pick and deliver veg-
etables to community Tribal Elders.  
Th ank you and blessings to you both 
for being who and how you are.  Th ank 
you Councilor Denemy, Councilor 
Keshick and Councilor Wemigwase 
for all the lessons you have taught me 
during your term on Tribal Council, it 
has been a pleasure and honor to serve 
with you.  Last but not least, Congrat-
ulations to our very own, Joe Van Als-
tine who is the newly elected President 
of the National Association of Food 
Distribution Programs on Indian Res-
ervations (NAFDPIR). 

 Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
accept Secretary Shananaque’st verbal 
report as presented on October 8, 2015.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Treasurer: 
Motion made by Councilor Naga-

nashe and supported by Councilor Law 
to accept Treasurer Reyes’ verbal report 
as presented on October 8, 2015.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Tribal Council Travel Reports:  
Table Councilor Wemigwase’s 

report tabled until later in morning 
session

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Denemy to acknowledge the written 
and verbal travel report of Treasurer 
Reyes’ attendance at meeting with De-
partment of Justice and Department of 
Interior, held in Washington, DC, on 
October 1, 2015.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Secretary Shanan-
aquet to acknowledge the written and 
verbal travel report of Councilor Law’s 
attendance at meeting with Depart-
ment of Justice and Department of 
Interior, held in Washington, DC, on 
October 1, 2015.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Tribal Council Reports: - No 
reports

Tribal Council Committee Re-
ports:

Agriculture Assessment Work 
Group (Final Report)

Discussion: Th is will be the fi -
nal report for AAWG. Today’s agenda 
will include,  Transfer of funds and the 
dissolution of AAWG. Councilor Kes-
hick’s extends thank you to everyone 
who assisted in bringing the farm to 
fruition.  

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Law to accept the verbal report of the 
Agriculture Ad-hoc Work Group as 
presented by Councilor Keshick, Com-
mittee Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Land and Reservation Commit-
tee 

Discussion: Treaty boundries 
and report on trip to Washington, DC. 
Councilor Keshick hopes for contin-
ued support in Tribes eff ort to establish 
jurisdictional boundries. 

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Law to ac-
cept the verbal report of the Land and 
Reservation Committee as presented 
by Councilor Keshick, Committee 
Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Legal Legislative Committee  
Discussion: Today’s agenda will 

include Amendment for Legal Legis-
lative Committee. Councilor Law ex-
pressed her appreciation to the outgo-
ing Council members. 

Motion made by Councilor Den-
emy and supported by Councilor Na-
ganashe to accept the verbal report of 
the Legal and Legislative Committee as 
presented by Councilor Law, Commit-
tee Chairperson. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Ethics Committee – No report
LTBB Charter and/or Enter-

prise Committee/Board Reports
Gaming Enterprise Board 
Discussion: Welcome Billi Jo 

Head and Denise Petoskey. Incidence 
reports happening at Casino. New 
training programs, moving forward 
with Mackinaw City offi  cials and meet-
ing tonite in Mackinaw city. New bud-

gets submitted. 
Motion made by Councilor Na-

ganashe and supported by Councilor 
Denemy to accept the verbal report of 
the Gaming Enterprise Board (GEB) as 
presented by Councilor Law, Commit-
tee Chairperson. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Action Items – Motions
Motion made by Councilor Law  

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-01; 
Request for Funding from the Bureau 
of Indian Aff airs Fire Management/
Fuel Reduction Funds Project.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Otto to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-02; 
Request for funding from the Offi  ce 
of Vocational and Adult Education, 
Native American Career and Techni-
cal Education Program Waganakising 
Odawa Career and Technical Educa-
tion Project (WOCTEP) Supplemental 
Funding FY 2016.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Law to 

approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-03; 
Request for Funding from America 
Walks Every Body Walk! Collaborative 
Micro Grant Walking Safety and Pro-
motion.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Law to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-04; 
Approval of FY 2016—FY 2019 Tribal 
Transportation Improvement Plan.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-05; 
Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan Trib-
al Colon Cancer Collaborative Grant.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by  Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Keshick to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-06; 
Request for Funding from the Petos-
key-Harbor Springs Area Community 
Foundation Discretionary Funding 
Educational Fracking Forum.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick  and supported by Councilor Otto 
to approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-
07 to Dissolve Ad-Hoc Agricultural 
Work Group (AAWG).

Vote: 6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Councilor Law, Councilor 
Wemigwase) Motion carried. 

10:24 a.m.  Break
10:37 a.m.  Resume
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes  to 
approve a Tribal Nomination Letter 
for Sarah Schilling Washington In-
ternships for Native Students (WINS) 
Program and authorize Secretary Sha-
nanaquet to sign.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick  and supported by Councilor Den-
emy to assign Tanya Gibbs to a 5-year 
term beginning October 08, 2015 end-
ing October 8, 2020 for the Odawa 
Economic Development Management, 
Inc. and to refl ect the assignment with-
in the OEDMI Corporate Charter doc-
uments.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Keshick to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#100815-08; Designation of Ziibimi-
jwang Assets 5055 Gill Road, Carp 
Lake Township, Michigan.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Den-
emy and supported by Councilor Law 
to approve the Legislative Offi  ce to 
secure back ground report on Mary 
Kilmer based on interviews conducted 
for Gaming Enterprise Board.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Keshick and supported by Councilor 
Naganashe to approve the Legislative 
Offi  ce to secure back ground report 
on Marvin Mulholland based on in-
terviews conducted for Gaming Enter-
prise Board.

Vote: 3-Yes, 4-No (Treasurer 
Reyes, Councilor Denemy Councilor 
Law, Councilor Otto), 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) Mo-
tion fails.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Law to 
approve the Legislative Offi  ce to secure 
back ground report on Th omas New-
berry based on interviews conducted 
for Gaming Enterprise Board.

Vote: 3-Yes, 4-No (Secretary Sha-
nanaquet, Councilor Keshick, Coun-
cilor Naganashe, Councilor Otto) 

0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor 
Wemigwase) Motion fails.

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Law  to post  Waganakising Odawak 
Statute Repeal of Waganakising 
Odawak Statute 2010-007 Legal and 
Legislative Committee.  Sponsored by 
Secretary Shananaquet.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Kes-
hick and supported by Councilor Otto 
to approve Certifi ed Motion #100815-
09 National Congress of American 
Indians Representative Beatrice A. 
Law  as the alternate representative for 
LTBB. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) 
Motion carried.

Action Items – Resolutions
Motion made by Councilor Law  

and supported by Councilor Keshick 
to adopt Tribal Resolution: Transfer of 
Funds from the Legislative Branch-Ad 
Hoc Agricultural Work Group fund to 
Ziibimijwang, Inc., a Tribally Char-
tered Corporation, in the Amount of 
$31,136.46.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor 
Law-yes, Councilor Naganashe-yes, 
Councilor Otto-yes, Councilor 
Wemigwase-absent, Treasurer Reyes-
yes, Secretary Shananaquet-yes Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Den-
emy and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to pass Waganakising Odawak Statute 
Elder and Adult Conservatorship and 
Guardian Statute. Sponsored by Coun-
cilor Denemy.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor 
Law-yes, Councilor Naganashe-yes, 
Councilor Otto-yes, Councilor 
Wemigwase-absent, Treasurer Reyes-
yes, Secretary Shananaquet-yes Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
pass Waganakising Odawak Statute 
Domestic Violence.  Sponsored by 
Councilor Wemingwase.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor 
Law-yes, Councilor Naganashe-yes, 
Councilor Otto-yes, Councilor 
Wemigwase-Absent, Treasurer Reyes-
yes, Secretary Shananaquet-yes Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Kes-
hick and supported by Councilor Law  
to pass Waganakising Odawak Statute 
Administrative Procedures Statute. 
Sponsored by Councilor Law.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor 
Law-yes, Councilor Naganashe-yes, 
Councilor Otto-yes, Councilor 
Wemigwase-absent, Treasurer Reyes-
yes, Secretary Shananaquet-yes Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Kes-
hick and supported by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet  to appoint John Bott as Ap-
pellate Justice for a term ending  April 
17, 2017. 

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-no, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor 
Law-no, Councilor Naganashe-yes, 
Councilor Otto-yes, Councilor 
Wemigwase-absent, Treasurer Reyes-
no, Secretary Shananaquet-no Motion 
fails.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Keshick 
to pass Waganakising Odawak Statute 
Repeal of Waganakising Odawak Stat-
ute 2011-012, Odawa Fishery Incorpo-
rated Statute. Sponsored by Councilor 
Law and co-sponsored by Councilor 
Keshick  

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor 
Law-yes, Councilor Naganashe-yes, 
Councilor Otto-no, Councilor 
Wemigwase-absent, Treasurer Reyes-
no, Secretary Shananaquet-no Motion 
carried.

11:07 a.m.  Public Comment 
opens

“Minutes” continued on page 25.

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

December 8 Work Session
December 10 Council Meeting

January 5 Work Session
January 8 Council Meeting
January 19 Work Session
January 21 Council Meeting

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Aaron Wayne Otto, Legislative 
Leader
Marci Reyes, Treasurer
Dexter McNamara, Councilor
Julie Shananaquet, Councilor
Frank Bernard, Councilor
David Harrington, Councilor
Mike Naganashe, Councilor
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor



Odawa TrailsDecember 2015 25
Citizen Andrew Stich thanked 

out going Council member for their 
service.  Travel Reports

11:08 a.m.  Public Comment 
closes

Councilor Wemigwase unable to 
attend to give her travel report.  Re-
moved from Agenda. 

Adjournment 
11:10 p.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Denemy and supported by 
Councilor Law to adjourn General Ses-
sion I of October 8, 2015. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1-Absent (Councilor Wemigwase) Mo-
tion carried.

Please contact the Legislative Of-
fi ce at 231-242-1403 or 231-242-1404 
for additional updates and clarifi ca-
tions of these minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read 
and approved as written corrected: 

Julia A. Shananaquet, Tribal 
Council Secretary                 Date

 
Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 

of Odawa Indians
Tribal Council Meeting

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle

Harbor Springs, MI 49740
October 8, 2015

GENERAL SESSION II
Closed Session: none
Call to Order:  1:30 p.m.  
Opening Ceremony: Beatrice A. 

Law
Roll Call:  Council Present: Sec-

retary Julia Shananaquet, Treasurer 
Marcella Reyes, Councilor Regina Gas-
co-Bentley, Councilor Frank Bernard, 
Councilor David Harrington, Council-
or Beatrice A. Law, Councilor Dexter 
McNamara, Councilor Michael Naga-
nashe, Councilor Aaron Otto 

Absent (at time of Roll Call): 
None

Legislative Branch Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Budnick, 
Legislative Offi  ce Manager Michele 
LaCount, Administrative Assistant 
Tamara Kiogima, Financial Analyst 
Stella Kay, Tribal Historic Preservation 
Offi  cer Wesley Andrews, Enjiinakneng 
Executive Legal Assistant Su Lantz  

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Pres-
ent: Chairperson Gasco Bentley, Chief 
Financial Offi  cer Carrie Carlson, Com-
munications Director Annette VanDe-
Car, Planning Director Bryan Gillett, 
Executive Offi  ce Administrative As-
sistant Julie Janiskee, Archives and 
Records  Assistant Lisa Flynn, Tribal 
Administrator Albert Colby, Jr.

Public: Eleanor Andrews, Angel 
Bernard, Ezra Bernard, Cheryl Kishigo 
Lesky, Marcia Sutton, Terry Samuels 
MD, Chris Shomin, Carol Quinones, 
Linda Gokee 

Invited Guests:  none
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to adopt the October 8, 2015, 
General Session II agenda as presented.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Naga-
nashe to approve Citizenship List A 
– Eligible, total of 12 dated September 
29, 2015.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Gas-
co-Bentley to approve Citizenship List 
B – Ineligible, total of 9 dated Septem-
ber 29, 2015.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Election of Tribal Council Offi  -
cers

Legislative Leader - Nomination 
are as follows:

Councilor Gasco-Bentley ex-
pressed interest.

Councilor Otto – Voiced support 
of consistency in keeping Councilor 
Gasco-Bentley as Chairperson.

Councilor McNamara nominates 
Councilor Gasco-Bentley, Supported 
by Secretary Shananaquet. Ballot vote 
results: 9

Tribal Secretary – Nominations 
are as follows:

Councilor McNamara nominates 
Councilor Otto and supported by Sec-
retary Shananaquet  

Ballot vote results: 5

Councilor Law nominates self 
and supported by Councilor Gas-
co-Bentley

Ballot Vote results:  4 
Tribal Treasurer – Nominations 

are as follows:
Secretary Shananaquet nomi-

nates Treasurer Reyes and supported 
by Councilor Law   

Ballot vote results: 6
Councilor Law nominates Coun-

cilor McNamara and supported Secre-
tary Shananaquet 

Ballot vote results: 3
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Harrington to acknowledge the follow-
ing Tribal Council Offi  cers: Councilor 
Regina Gasco Bentley - Legislative 
Leader, Councilor Aaron Otto- Trib-
al Secretary, and Councilor Marcella 
Reyes- Tribal Treasurer.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Legislative Leader Gasco Bent-
ley transitions back to Interim Tribal 
Chair.

2:01 p.m.  Public Comment 
opened: 

Terry Samuels MD thanks Trib-
al Council for their leadership and 
thanked them for their continuity. Re-
minded all about getting their fl u shots, 
and go outside on a daily basis for good 
health.

2:03 p.m.  Public Comment 
closed.

Executive Update  
Discussion:  Councilor Mc-

Namara requested update on the 
Transportation Improvement Plan.  

Legislative Offi  ce Reports:
Financial Analyst 
Discussion item(s):  Pro Forma 

on the October 27, 2015 Work Session.
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Law to ac-
cept Financial Analyst Stella Kay’s ver-
bal and written report as presented on 
October 8, 2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Legislative Services Attorney  
Discussion item(s):  James Mc-

Clurken Presentation set for the Oc-
tober 27, 2015 Work Session, Special 
Meeting October 26, 2015 and Land 
Tour.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to accept Legislative Services 
Attorney Budnick’s verbal and written 
report as presented on October 8, 2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Enjinaaknegeng 
General Counsel Bransky (No 

Report)
Tribal Historic Preservation Of-

fi cer
Discussion item(s):  
Wesley Andrews off ered a brief 

discussion regarding his position on 
the Tribal Burial Board and an over-
view on the Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion Offi  ce with regard to $18,000.00 in 
revenue being brought in.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Shanan-
aquet to accept Wesley Andrew’s ver-
bal and written Tribal Historic Preser-
vation Offi  cer report as presented on 
October 8, 2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Recess called.
Meeting resumed.
Legislative Offi  ce Manager
Discussion Item(s):  Payroll 

forms, and other such documents.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported Councilor Harrington 
by to accept Legislative Offi  ce Manager 
LaCount’s verbal and written report as 
presented on October 8, 2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Har-
rington to amend the agenda to add 
motions of Secretarial and Treasurer 
additional duties.  

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara  to   request, authorize and 
approve Secretary Otto to perform the 
following duties, in accordance with 
LTBB Constitution, Article VII, C(2)
(f):   signatory for Legislative Branch 
documents, staff  travel, PTO, and other 

similar day-to-day functions for Legis-
lative Branch and offi  ce operations.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Har-
rington and supported by Councilor 
Law to  request, authorize and approve 
Treasury Reyes to perform the fol-
lowing duty in accordance with LTBB 
Constitution, Article VII, C(3)(f):  sig-
natory for Certifi ed Motions.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Action Items - Motions:
Motion made by Councilor Na-

ganashe and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to post a Tribal Council Special 
Meeting and Land Tour for October 
26, 2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law  
supported by Councilor Naganashe to 
approve contract extension, with no 
additional cost, of Pro Forma Advisors 
contract, dated January 2015, for Oda-
wa Casino Hotel Analysis to December 
31, 2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to acknowledge receipt of the 
Work Log and 3rd Quarter Report for 
2015 from Tribal Historic Preservation 
Offi  cer Wesley Andrews for October 
2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve the Programmatic Agreement 
with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency regarding FEMA’s abili-
ty to utilize the agreement to fulfi ll its 
Section 106 responsibilities, and autho-
rizes the Tribal Chair to sign it on be-
half of the Tribe as an Invited Signatory 
or as a Concurring party. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve Tribal Council to attend the 
Building Strong Sovereign Nations: 
Anishinabek Leadership for Seven 
Generations in Mt. Pleasant, MI, Octo-
ber 13, 2015.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Action Items - Roll Call:      
Other Items of Business:
Discussion Item – Councilor 

Shananaquet suggests that new Coun-
cilor’s review meeting schedule for the 
remainder of 2015 and be prepared 
to bring forward needed or suggest-
ed changes at the next Tribal Council 
meeting.

Adjournment
4:20 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Shananaquet and supported by 
Treasurer Reyes to adjourn General 
Session II of October 8, 2015. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
0–Absent Motion carried.

Please contact the Legislative Of-
fi ce at 231-242-1403 or 231-242-1404 
for additional updates and clarifi ca-
tions of these minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read 
and approved as written corrected: 

Aaron Otto, Tribal Council Sec-
retary                    Date

Next Scheduled Meeting
October 29, 2015
 

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Special Meeting
Tribal Council Chambers

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

October 26, 2015

Closed Session: yes
Call to Order:  9:00 a.m.  
Opening Ceremony: Beatrice A. 

Law
Roll Call:  Council Present: Sec-

retary Aaron Otto, Treasurer Marcel-
la Reyes, Councilor Frank Bernard, 
Councilor Beatrice A. Law, Councilor 
Dexter McNamara, Councilor Michael 
Naganashe

 Absent Councilor David Har-
rington, Councilor Julie Shananaquet

Legislative Offi  ce: Legislative 
Services Attorney Budnick, Financial 
Analyst Stella Kay, Legislative Services 
Attorney Donna Budnick, Legislative 
Offi  ce Manager Michele LaCount 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Pres-
ent: GIS Director Alan Proctor, Plan-
ning Director Bryan Gillett, Natural 
Resource Department Director Doug 
Craven, Grant writer Amber Holt

Public: Ezra Bernard
Invited Guests:  Hogan, Adams: 

Jessica Intermill, Andrew Adams, III. 
William Szotkowski

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
adopt the agenda as presented for Oc-
tober 27, 2015.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Secretary Shananaquet, 
Councilor Harrington) Motion car-
ried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Naga-
nashe to approve Secretary Otto to 
attend the White House Conference in 
Washington D.C.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Secretary Shananaquet, 
Councilor Harrington) Motion car-
ried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to acknowledge receipt of the 
Natural Resource Commission resig-
nation letter from Jannan Cornstalk as 
forwarded from the Executive.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Secretary Shananaquet, 
Councilor Harrington) Motion car-
ried.

Hogan, Adams: Reservation Res-
toration update.

9:36 a.m. Motion made by Coun-
cilor Naganashe and supported by 
Treasurer Reyes to go into closed ses-
sion for Legal matters.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Councilor Harrington, 
Councilor Shananaquet) Motion car-
ried.

9:43 a.m. Councilor Shananaquet 
arrives.

10:46 a.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Law and supported by Trea-
surer Reyes to return to open session.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
1–Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
10:53 a.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Law and supported by 
Councilor Shananaquet to adjourn.

Please contact the Legislative Of-
fi ce at 231-242-1403 or 231-242-1404 
for additional updates and clarifi ca-
tions of these minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read 
and approved as written corrected: 

Aaron Otto, Tribal Council Sec-
retary                    Date

Next Scheduled Meeting
October 29, 2015

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Council Chambers

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

October 29, 2015

Closed Session: yes
Opening Ceremony:  Councilor 

Bernard
Call to Order: Meeting was called 

to order at: 9:13 a.m. 
Council Present: Secretary Aar-

on Otto, Treasurer Marcella Reyes, 
Councilor Frank Bernard, Councilor 
David Harrington, Councilor Beatrice 
A. Law, Councilor Dexter McNamara, 
Councilor, Michael Naganashe, Coun-
cilor Julia Shananaquet

Absent:  none
Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 

Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick, Legislative Offi  ce Manager 
Michele LaCount, Sr. Financial Analyst 
Stella Kay, General Counsel Bransky 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Pres-
ent: Tribal Chair Regina Gasco Bentley, 
Tribal Administrator Albert Colby, Jr., 
Chief Financial Offi  cer Carrie Carlson 

Judicial Offi  cials and Staff : none
Public: Traditional Tribal Burial 

Board: Wesley Andrews, Kevin Willis
Invited Guests: none
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Council-
or Naganashe to adopt the amended 
agenda for October 29, 2015.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve General Session I minutes of 
October 8, 2015 with corrections.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Har-
rington to approve the General Session 
II minutes of October 8, 2015 with cor-
rections.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to approve the Special Meet-
ing minutes of October 26, 0215 with 
corrections.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to acknowledge receipt of the 
Executive oversight verbal and written 
report for October 29, 2015.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet to accept the receipt of the 
Traditional Tribal Burial Board’s 3rd 
Quarter for verbal and written report 
as presented by Chairperson Wesley 
and board member Kevin Willis, and 
the Tribal Historic Preservation Offi  cer 
verbal and written report as present-
ed by Wesley Andrews for verbal and 
written report for October 29, 2015.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Kevin Willis spoke regarding the 
Odawa Fishery, fi sh supply and the 
Tribal Fisherman’s livelihood. Kevin 
asked Tribal Council to approach Nat-
ural Resource Department Director 
Craven if they have any questions re-
garding this issue.

11:02 a.m. Break
11:15 a.m. Return
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Har-
rington to accept Secretary Otto’s ver-
bal report as provided on the agenda 
for October 29, 20915.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

11:54 a.m. Public comment 
opened: no comments

11:54 a.m. Public comment 
closed

Motion made by Council-
or McNamara and supported by 
Treasurer Reyes to accept Council-
or Shananaquet’s verbal and writ-
ten travel reports for October 29, 
2015 regarding United Tribes of 
Michigan, Michigan Indian Legal 
Services and National Congress of 
American Indians.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

12:09 p.m. Lunch recess
1:30 p.m. Resumed. Councilor 

Naganashe absent
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
McNamara to accept Councilor Law’s 
verbal and written travel reports for 
October 29, 2015 regarding United 
Tribes of Michigan Indian Legal Ser-
vices and National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians and overview of travel 
to Squaxin Island, WA for Violence 
Against Women Act.

Vote:  7- Yes, 0- No, 0- Abstained, 
1– Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
2:05 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor McNamara and supported by 
Councilor Law to go into closed ses-
sion for confi dential business matters.

Vote:  7- Yes, 0- No, 0- Abstained, 
1– Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
2:10 p.m. Councilor Harrington 

left  the meeting.
2:24 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Law and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to return to open session.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Abstained, 
2– Absent (Councilor Naganashe, 
Councilor Harrington) Motion car-
ried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
accept Sr. Financial Analyst Stella Kay’s 
verbal and written report for October 
29, 2015.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Abstained, 
2– Absent (Councilor Naganashe, 
Councilor Harrington) Motion car-
ried.

2:51 p.m. Break
3:00 p.m. Return
3:01 p.m. Public Comment 

“Minutes” continued from page 24.

“Minutes” continued on page 26.
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opened: Merle Carson spoke regarding 
the Burt Lake Band and their seeking 
federal recognition with regard to the 
Mackinaw project. 

3:15 p.m. Public comment 
closed.

3:18 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Law and supported by 
Councilor Shananaquet to go into 
closed session for legal purposes.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

3:35 p.m. Motion made by Trea-
surer Reyes and supported by Coun-
cilor Shananaquet to return to open 
session.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
accept Legislative Services Attorney 
Budnick’s verbal and written report 
for October 29, 2015.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

4:24 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Shananaquet and support-
ed by Councilor Law to go into closed 
session for confi dential business mat-
ters.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

4:49 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Law and supported by 
Treasurer Reyes to return to open ses-
sion.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to accept General Counsel 
Bransky’s verbal and written report 
for October 29, 2015.

Vote:  5- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 3– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington, Coun-
cilor McNamara) Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Shanan-
aquet to amend the agenda to include 
General Counsel Bransky’s Confi den-
tial Memo 102915-01 and the Exten-
sion and Continuation of Payment In 
Lieu of Taxes Agreement.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Shanan-
aquet to accept the Legislative Offi  ce 
Manager Portman-LaCount’s verbal 
and written report for Oct 29, 2015.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion to made by Treasurer 
Reyes and supported by Councilor 
Law to acknowledge receipt of the Zii-
bimijwang Inc., and Odawa Economic 
Development Management, Inc. 2015 
3rd Quarter Reports.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Law to approve the Letter to Assistant 
Secretary of Indian Aff airs regarding 
the Allocation of Fiscal Year 2016 au-
thorized under the Federal Continued 
Resolution and authorize Treasurer 
Reyes to sign it. 

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve Certifi ed Motion 102915-01 
Boundary - Application for Federal 
Litigation Support Funding.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Vote for Appropriations and 
Finance Committee which includes 

Treasurer Reyes
Councilor Shananaquet 

self-nominated 
Councilor Law-self nominated
Councilor Bernard self-nomi-

nated
1st vote: (5) votes –Councilor 

Shananaquet, (3) Councilor Law, (3) 
Councilor Bernard 

2nd vote: (4) Councilor Law, (2) 
Councilor Bernard 

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Secretary Otto to 
assign Treasurer Reyes, Council-
or Shananaquet and Councilor Law 
to the Appropriations and Finance 
Committee.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Vote for Land and Reservation 
Committee interests (need 3 Com-
mittee Members)

Councilor Harrington interested 
per Councilor Shananaquet 

Councilor Bernard self-nomi-
nated

Treasurer Reyes self-nominated
Councilor Law self-nominated
(5) votes-Councilor Harrington, 

(5) votes-Treasurer Reyes, (4) 
votes-Councilor Bernard, (2)-Coun-
cilor Law  

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Shanan-
aquet to assign Councilor Harrington, 
Treasurer Reyes and Councilor Ber-
nard to the Land and Reservation 
Committee.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Vote for Ethics Committee
Councilor Law self-nominated
Councilor McNamara Councilor 

nominated by Councilor Bernard 
Councilor Shananaquet 

self-nominated
Motion made by Treasurer 

Reyes and supported by Councilor 
McNamara to assign Councilor Law, 
Councilor McNamara and Councilor 
Shananaquet to the Ethics Commit-
tee.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Shanan-
aquet to approve Tribal Council to 
attend the meeting with the U.S. At-
torney General November 6, 2015 at 
911 Spring St. Petoskey MI.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Council-
or Shananaquet to approve the 2016 
Tribal Council Regular and Work Ses-
sion/Meeting Schedule.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Shananaquet to accept the Executive 
nomination of Albert Colby Jr., for 
the Liquor and Tobacco Licensing 
Board, and to set up an interview. 

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Made by Councilor Shananaquet 
and supported Treasurer Reyes to ac-
cept the Executive nomination of Wil-
liam A. Denemy for the Liquor and 
Tobacco Licensing Board, and to set 
up an interview. 

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported my Councilor 
Law to accept the Executive nomina-
tion of Julie Janiskee for the Liquor 
and Tobacco Licensing Board, and to 
set up an interview.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Secretary Otto 
and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to accept the Executive nom-

ination of Allie Maldonado for Chief 
Judge, and set up an interview.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Shanan-
aquet to accept the Executive nom-
ination of Sean Cahill for Appellate 
Justice, and set up an interview.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Law to accept the Executive nomina-
tion of Melissa Laughlin for the Elec-
tion Board, and set up an interview.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara to accept the Executive nom-
ination of Merle Carson for the Elec-
tion Board, and set up an interview.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve the Senior Financial Analyst 
Stella Kay as a Tribal Council desig-
nee to attend Closed Sessions of the 
Gaming Enterprise Board in accor-
dance with WOS 2015-009.                        

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to approve the Agreement Be-
tween the National Park Service, U.S. 
Department of the Interior and the 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians for the Assumption by the 
Tribe of Certain Responsibilities pur-
suant to the National Historic Preser-
vation Act (16 U.S.C. 470) and autho-
rize the Chair to sign it. 

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Council-
or Law to approve General Counsel 
Bransky Confi dential Memo dated 
102915-01.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
authorize Chairperson Bentley to sign 
the Extension and Continuation of 
Payment In Lieu of Taxes Agreement 
between Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians and West Traverse 
Township.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Vote for Water Quality Work 
Group

Secretary Otto self-nominated
Councilor Law self-nominated
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to assign Secretary Otto and 
Councilor Law to the Water Quality 
Work Group.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

5:46 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Shananaquet and support-
ed by Treasurer Reyes to adjourn.

Vote:  6- Yes, 0- No, 0- Ab-
stained, 2– Absent (Councilor Naga-
nashe, Councilor Harrington) Motion 
carried.

Please contact the Legislative 
Offi  ce at 231-242-1403, 231-242-1404 
or 231-242-1406 for additional up-
dates and clarifi cations of these min-
utes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read 
and approved as written (or) correct-
ed: (delete either the word “written” 
or “corrected” as pertains to how the 
minutes were approved.)

Aaron Otto, Tribal Council Sec-
retary                                          Date

“Minutes” continued from page 25.



SPRING staff  would like to thank everyone who was a part of the Fall Encampment on October 23, 2015. We had more than 100 people show up for this event, and we couldn’t have 
done it without the help of all of you. We would like to thank all of our LTBB departments, tribal elders, Cathy Bradley and her husband, Bob, all the tribal citizens and the youth. I have 
been hearing great things about the event. Good job and well done. Th ank you all for helping us spread the message about keeping our children and youth safe.

M I I G W E T C H F R O M T H E  S P R I N G  P R O G R A M
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Did you have a chance to 
see the Can Creations Team 
Members created at Odawa Ca-
sino in November? Th e promo-
tion, Bet Against Hunger, was for 
both guests and Team Members 
to participate. Team Members 
worked with their departments 
to come up with a “can creation” 
to display on the Gaming Floor 
and guests had the opportu-
nity to vote on their favorite 
“can creation” by donating can 
goods. All can goods benefi ted 
the Manna Food Project that 
helps feed the hungry through-
out northern Michigan. In addi-
tion to creating a display, Team 
Members volunteered their time 
at the project by bagging cereal, 
moving can goods, etc.

During the last month, we 
concluded the third quarter of 
2015 at Odawa Casino and I am 
honored to announce nine Team 
Members were recognized for 
their outstanding work and were 
presented a SuperStar award. 
Additionally, three Team Mem-
bers were recognized for their 
fi ve years of service, four Team 
Members were recognized for 
their 10 years of service and 10 
Team Members were recognized 
for their 15 years of service at 
Odawa Casino. Again, thank you 
to all Team Members for their 
hard work!

We are still on track to build 
a Casino in Mackinaw City even 
though the Village of Mackinaw 
City’s board voted against a Class 
III facility. Th e facility will now 
consist of Class II games which 

run on a Bingo card platform 
and players in other jurisdic-
tions have enjoyed them just like 
Class III slot machines. Th e team 
looks forward to continuing to 
work with the Village of Macki-
naw City to ensure success of the 
new facility!

Going into December, we 
would like to remind guests that 

Odawa Casino will be closing on 
Christmas Eve at 8 pm and will 
reopen on Christmas Day at 12 
pm for Team Members to enjoy 
the holiday with their family.

I hope you have a wonderful 
Th anksgiving holiday!

Eric McLester, General 
Manager

Courtesy graphic and photos.

O D A W A  C A S I N O  R E S O R T  D E C E M B E R  U P D A T E
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Editor’s note: Th e following 
is a Menominee Indian Tribe of 
Wisconsin press release dated 
October 28, 2015. 

Earlier this week, the United 
States Attorney’s Offi  ce for the 
Eastern District of Wisconsin re-
leased a copy of the search and 
seizure warrant which provid-
ed the legal basis for the feder-
al government’s destruction of 
the tribe’s industrial hemp crop 
on  October 23, 2015. Nowhere 
in the warrant or in the affi  da-
vit supporting the warrant, is 
there any allegation the crop was 
anything other than industrial 
hemp. Pursuant to Section 7606 
of the 2014 Farm Bill and trib-
al law, strains of cannabis with 
a THC content below 0.3% are 
defi ned as industrial hemp, not 
marijuana.

In response to the release of 
the warrant, Chairman Gary Be-
saw said, “It is important for our 
Tribal members to know that 
there is a big diff erence between 
Industrial Hemp and marijuana. 
Th e Industrial Hemp crop the 
Tribe was researching has no 
psychoactive eff ect. It can’t get 
you high. If someone tried to 
smoke those plants the only re-
sult would be a cough.” 

In addition, Chairman Be-
saw stated, “We had discussions 
with the United States Attorney 
for the Eastern District of Wis-
consin about providing addi-
tional information to our Tribal 
members about our industrial 
hemp crop. Th e United States At-
torney’s offi  ce asked us not to 
make a public announcement 
until the Department of Justice 
had fi nalized their position on 
this issue. Out of respect for the 
Department of Justice and based 
on a working relationship with 
the United States Attorney’s of-

fi ce that to date had been posi-
tive during the Obama adminis-
tration, the Tribe refrained from 
making public statements about 
the industrial hemp crop. We 
now feel an obligation to pro-
vide additional facts and context 
to our Tribal members because 
certain implications drawn from 
the government’s search warrant 
affi  davit are simply incorrect. 
More specifi cally, the implica-
tion that the Tribe ever intend-
ed to grow anything other than 
industrial hemp, and that Tribal 
leadership had ever been any-
thing less than fully cooperative 
with the Department of Justice, 
is simply wrong.” 

Th e warrant referenc-
es a concern the THC level in 
some of the industrial hemp 
plants may have increased due 
to weather conditions, howev-
er, even an increase above 0.3% 
would not result in producing 
plants viable for any recreational 
use. According to the Congres-
sional Research Service, a level 
of 1% THC is considered the 
threshold for cannabis to have 
any psychotropic eff ect or in-
toxicating potential. Strains of 
cannabis sold in Colorado for 
recreational purposes have up to 
a 30% level of THC. 

Besaw noted, “We would be 
disappointed if any of our plants 
test above a 0.3% THC level, 
and as we told the United States 
Attorney’s Offi  ce, pursuant to 
Tribal law, those plants would 
have been destroyed. But let’s be 
clear, when we talk about plants 
possibly testing for a THC lev-
el higher than expected, we are 
still talking about THC levels 
around 1% or less. Th at is not a 
type of marijuana that is smoked 
because it would not induce any 
type of psychoactive eff ects.”

Th e warrant makes refer-
ence to information gathered 
by DEA agents on October 19, 
2015. Th e presence of these 
agents on the reservation was at 
the invitation of the tribe for the 
purpose of taking samples of the 
plants to prove they met the defi -
nition of industrial hemp. Th e 
samples were taken under the 
understanding the results would 
be shared with the tribe and fed-
eral offi  cials in order to continue 

discussions related to this issue. 
Th e tribe did not believe those 
agents were present to conduct a 
search or gather evidence for the 
purpose of obtaining an order to 
destroy the crops. 

Th e invitation to the feder-
al agents to test the plants was 
another step in discussions with 
federal offi  cials in regard to is-
sues related to industrial hemp 
which had been ongoing for 
months. Almost all of the infor-
mation contained in the search 
warrant, including the GPS co-
ordinates of the industrial hemp 
fi eld and the names of all per-
sons involved in the cultivation 
(Indian and non-Indian) was 
voluntarily provided by the tribe 
to federal offi  cials approximately 
three months prior to the execu-
tion of the warrant.

Th e tribe had made clear to 
federal offi  cials on many occa-
sions, including on the day be-
fore the federal raid, that if any of 
the industrial hemp plants tested 
above 0.3%, the tribe would de-
stroy those plants itself. In ad-
dition to meeting a number of 
times with the United States At-
torney’s Offi  ce, the tribe provid-
ed a detailed letter to that offi  ce 
in July regarding its industrial 
hemp project.

Th e tribe is currently re-
viewing all its legal options relat-
ed to this issue. At a minimum, it 
will ask a federal court to declare 
that the Farm Bill provisions 
allowing cultivation of indus-
trial hemp are applicable to the 
Menominee Tribe.

Attached as background 
material are the tribe’s July 27, 
2015 letter to the United States 
Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Wisconsin and the tribe’s 
letter to the Bureau of Indian 
Aff airs regarding testing of the 
industrial hemp plants by federal 
offi  cials on October 16, 2015.

Th e Congressional Research 
Services February 2, 2015 paper 
titled, “Hemp as an Agricultur-
al Commodity” can be found 
at https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/
misc/RL32725.pdf. 

Please visit the tribe’s web-
site to view the above referenced 
attachments at http://www.
menominee-nsn.gov

Courtesy graphic.

T R I B E  R E A C T S  T O  R E L E A S E  O F  S E A R C H  W A R R A N T  R E L A T E D  T O 
D E S T R U C T I O N  O F  I N D U S T R I A L  H E M P  C R O P  B Y  F E D E R A L  O F F I C I A L S

Th e Smithsonian Institution 
unveiled its new Smithsonian 
Online Virtual Archives search-
ing tool recently. 

Users now  can  discov-
er these unique resources via 
Smithsonian Online Virtu-
al Archives (SOVA) (http://
sova.si.edu ), an online inter-
face which  provides access to 
archival collection descriptions 
in EAD (Encoded Archival 
Description) format and asso-
ciated digital  online content, 
including letters, manuscripts, 
diaries and journals, ledgers 
and stock books, photographs, 
scrapbooks,  sketchbooks and 

drawings, technical drawings 
and blueprints, fi eld notebooks, 
log books, rare printed mate-
rials, sound  recordings, videos 
and much more. Collection de-
scriptions can be downloaded as 
either EAD or PDF documents.

Th e Smithsonian Institu-
tion has vast archival collections 
which measure circa 137,000 
cubic feet, making its collec-
tive  holdings one of the largest 
repositories of primary sourc-
es in the United States.  Held in 
14 individual repositories,  the 
collections tell the story of our 
nation’s shared artistic, cultural, 
folk, natural, technological and 
scientifi c heritage  as well as the 
history of the institution itself.

SOVA also allows users to 
browse easily to related muse-
um objects and library resources 
with simple links to the  Smith-
sonian’s Collections Search Cen-
ter as well as to archival collec-

tion descriptions from other 
institutions across the  world in 
OCLC’s ArchiveGrid.  Th e tech-
nical platform is based on open 
source technology. Most of the 
EAD documents are created us-
ing Archivist’s  Toolkit and in-
dexed using Apache Solr. Th e 
application  development used 
responsive design to ensure 
desktop and all mobile tablets 
and devices are well supported.
Th is is just a beginning for the 
Smithsonian in providing access 
to its archival collections. Th ey 
will continue to add new  func-
tionality, new collections and 
more digitized objects in the 
near future. 

Courtesy graphics. 

T H E  S M I T H S O N I A N  I N S T I T U T I O N  L A U N C H E S  S O V A :  S M I T H S O N I A N 
O N L I N E  V I R T U A L  A R C H I V E S

Puzzle on
page 15.
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Tribal Council changed with 2013 being an elec-
tion year. With a newly seated Tribal Council in 
August 2013, there was not enough support to 
move forward with the final approval of the pro-
posed casino, which would have required outside 
financing.  

LTBB and the State of Michigan entered into 
a compact providing for tribal Class III gaming 

on December 3, 1998. On July 24, 2003, then 
Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm signed an 
agreement with LTBB to amend the 1998 compact 
to allow LTBB to operate an additional gaming fa-
cility in Emmet or Charlevoix counties. The 1998 
compact had limited LTBB to a single gaming fa-
cility. 

The artist rendering of the Mackinaw City ca-
sino appears courtesy of Odawa Casino Resort.  

“Mackinaw Casino” continued from page 1.
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Gloria Mae Chisholm, 86

Gloria Mae Chisholm, 86, 
of Grand Rapids, MI, passed 
away peacefully at her home on 
November 11, 2015 surround-
ed by her family. Gloria was 
born in Cross Village, MI, on 
May 27, 1929, the daughter of 
Samson Jonas and Cecilia (Na-
negos) Leo. On September 3, 
1951, she was united in mar-
riage to Johney Chisholm who 
survives her. Also surviving are 

two sons, John (Kim) Chisholm, 
Michael (Mary) Chisholm, and 
her daughter, Dawn (John) 
Th orpe; four grandchildren, 
Danielle (Matt) Cenci, John 
Chisholm, Ian Chisholm, Del-
bert Chisholm; fi ve step-grand-
children and many great-grand-
children, nieces and nephews. 
Also surviving are her brothers, 
Samuel Leo and Joseph Leo, of 
Grand Rapids, MI, and sisters, 
Ruth Eagleman of Kansas and 
Rose Starchief, of Manistee, MI. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, brother, Robert Leo, and 
sister, Margaret Pontiac, daugh-
ter, Jeanette (Chisholm) DeRive-
ra, and grandson, Richard Red-
bow. A resident of Grand Rapids, 
MI, since 1941, aft er raising four 
children, Gloria graduated from 
Aquinas College in 1986 with 
her BA in Social Sciences. She 
worked with Senior Neighbors 
and the Elder’s Program for 

Native Americans. She loved to 
travel, was an amazing cook and 
above all, enjoyed time with her 
family. 

Ireta A. (Masteau) Persing, 
76

Ireta A. (Masteau) Persing, 
76, residing in Sandusky, Ohio, 
passed away October 31, 2015 at 
North Coast Transitional Care 
aft er a lengthy illness. Ireta was 
born on July 30, 1939 in Good 
Hart, MI, to the late Edward 
and Anna Veronica (Shenos-
key) Masteau. Ireta worked as 
a cosmetologist and Mary Kay 
consultant for many years. She 
became a receptionist for Har-
bor View Apartments before 
working as a customer service 
representative at Cedar Point 
and retiring in 2002. Ireta was a 
proud veteran of the U.S. Navy. 
Ireta was a member of St. Peter & 
Paul Catholic Church and a for-
mer President of the Quilt Club. 
In her spare time, she enjoyed 
baking, gardening, quilting and 
crocheting, going to the movie 
theater, live shows and the bal-
let. Ireta was the most amazing 
and loving person who enjoyed 
taking care of and spending time 
with her family and especially, 
her fi ve grandchildren. Ireta is 
survived by her husband, Rich-
ard L. Persing, of 55 years. She 
is also survived by her daugh-
ter, Laura B. Persing; son, Bri-
an H. Persing; grandchildren, 
LeAnn, Katy, Brian and Jacob; 
great-grandchild, Triton; sister, 
Diane (Ron) Trafas and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and other 
relatives. In addition to her par-
ents, Ireta is preceded in death 
by sisters, Norma Otto and Vel-
ma (Ralph) Bartlett; and broth-
ers, Howard Masteau and James 
Scott.

Birthdays Birthdays Wedding Announcement Walking On...

 Happy belated 3rd birthday 
little Marilyn Joy Cloud-Brewer! 
From Mommy & Daddy (Pam 
Cloud & Randolph Brewer)!

Happy birthday to my No-
komis and Choka (Alice and 
Bob Yellowbank)! I Love you 
to the Moon and Back! ♥ Love, 
Gisewe Yellowbank.

Wishing my NOKOMIS 
and CHOKA (Alice and Bob 
Yellowbank) a HAPPY BDAY on 
December 12 and November 21! 
You two are so special to me. ☺ 
Love, GISEWE and my Auntie 
Lynn!

Happy birthday to Chilly 
Willy Dunlop on December 5. 
We love you, and wish you many 
more. From your sister, Francie, 
the upper clan and the U.P. tribe. 

 
Wishing our baby sister, 

Shirley Eaves, a very happy 
birthday on December 16. From 
the whole family. 

Happy birthday to my beau-
tiful Mom on December 19th. 
We love you! Cynthia & family. 

Happy birthday to the 
sweetest little munchkin on the 
planet!! You never cease to amaze 
me with your sweet & thoughtful 
demeanor, not to mention your 
silly sense of humor!! Hard to 
believe that on December 27th, 
you will be “a whole hand” 
aka 5 years old!! Lots of hugs 
& smooches baby girl!! Meme 
loves you to the moon and back 
a gajillion times!! 

Happy Sweet 16 on Decem-
ber 7th to Gunnar. Love, Dad, 
Dawn and Gage. 

Happy 74th birthday to 
our brother and uncle, William 
Dennis King, a die-hard Detroit 
Lions fan. He watches them all 
the way to the bitter end with 
the hope of a comeback. He is 
also a big fan of the Detroit Ti-
gers, Michigan State Spartans 
and Michigan Wolverines. Hope 
you enjoy your special day! From 
your family. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Sleeman of Davison, MI, would like to 
announce the marriage of their son, Mitchell Th omas Sleeman, to 
Alexandria Nicole McIntosh, daughter of Ben and Heather McIntosh 
of Ortonville, MI. Th e couple was married on October 23, 2015 in the 
Clarkston, MI, area. 

Walking On...






