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What’s Inside

Th is newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740. 
We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.
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By Annette VanDeCar, Communications Coordina-
tor

On December 1, 2014, former LTBB Tribal Chair-
person Fred Kiogima and former LTBB Vice Chairper-
son Deb DeLeon fi led a complaint and election challenge 
(Case No. C-205-1214) against the LTBB Election Board 
in LTBB Tribal Court following the November 17, 2014 
recall election, which removed them from offi  ce and 
placed them on paid leave of absence pending the certifi -
cation of the recall election results. 

In the complaint and election challenge, Kiogima 
and DeLeon asked the Court to “1. Hold that the recall 
election concluded on November 17, 2014 was unlawful 
and invalid, and in violation of the LTBB Constitution, 
statutes and/or election regulations; 2. Order that Plain-
tiff s be reinstated into their respective elected offi  ces; 
3. Sanction Defendant Election Board and/or any of its 
members found to have violated Tribal law, including, but 

L T B B  A P P E L L A T E  C O U R T  T O  R E S O L V E 
R E C A L L  E L E C T I O N  C H A L L E N G E

Editor’s note: Th e following is a Human Society of 
the United States (HSUS) press release dated December 
19, 2014. 

Sport hunting and trapping of wolves in the Great 
Lakes region must end immediately, a federal District 
Court has ruled. Th e court overturned a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) decision which removed En-
dangered Species Act protections for gray wolves living 
in the western Great Lakes region, which includes Michi-
gan, Minnesota and Wisconsin.  

Th e Humane Society of the United States and a coa-
lition of wildlife protection groups, including Born Free 
USA, Help Our Wolves Live and Friends of Animals and 
Th eir Environment, fi led suit against the USFWS’s pre-
mature December 2011 delisting decision. Th e decision 
threatened the fragile remnants of the gray wolf popula-

F E D E R A L  C O U R T :  G R E A T  L A K E S  W O L F 
H U N T I N G  E N D S  N O W ,  S P O R T  H U N T I N G 
A N D  T R A P P I N G  O F  W O L V E S  I S  O V E R

By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator 

On December 11, 2014, the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) released 
the Cole Memorandum, which out-
lined new policies allowing Amer-
ican Indian tribes to grow and sell 
marijuana on tribal lands if they have 
laws legalizing it.

Th e three-page memorandum, 
dated October 28, 2014, has the sub-
ject line, “Policy Statement Regarding 
Marijuana Issues in Indian Country.” 

According to the memorandum, 
some tribes requested guidance on 
the enforcement of the Controlled 
Substance Act (CSA) on tribal lands 
by the United States Attorneys’ offi  c-
es with a number of states legalizing 
marijuana for use and production. 

Th e memorandum provides 
guidance to the United States Attor-

neys on the proper prioritization of 
marijuana enforcement in their dis-
tricts given the number of states that 
have moved to legalize marijuana 
for medicinal, agricultural or recre-
ational use. It lists eight federal law 
enforcement priorities where the de-
partment will focus its limited inves-
tigative and prosecutorial resources 

in all states. 
Th ese eight priorities are as fol-

lows: Preventing the distribution of 
marijuana to minors; preventing rev-
enue from the sale of marijuana from 
going to criminal enterprises, gangs 
and cartels; preventing the diversion 
of marijuana from states where it is 
legal under state law in some form to 
other states; preventing state-autho-
rized marijuana activity from being 
used as a cover or pretext for the traf-
fi cking of other illegal drugs or illegal 
activity; preventing violence and the 
use of fi rearms in the cultivation and 
distribution of marijuana; preventing 
drugged driving and the exacerba-
tion of other adverse public health 
consequences associated with mar-
ijuana use; preventing the growing 
of marijuana on public lands and the 
attendant public safety and environ-

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  J U S T I C E ’ S  C O L E  M E M O R A N D U M  S T A T E S  D O J  W I L L  N O T  S T O P 
T H E  G R O W I N G  A N D  S E L L I N G  O F  M A R I J U A N A  O N  T R I B A L  L A N D S  I F  T R I B E S  P A S S 
L A W S  L E G A L I Z I N G  I T

By Wendy Congdon, Pre-Press Graphic Specialist 

According to www.michiganstategrange.org, the 
Grange is the nation’s oldest national agricultural orga-
nization with grassroots units established in 3,600 local 
communities in 37 states. Its 300,000 members provide 
service to agriculture and rural areas on a wide variety of 
issues, including economic development, education, fam-
ily endeavors and legislation designed to assure a strong 
and viable Rural America. It was formed in the years fol-
lowing the American Civil War to unite private citizens in 
improving the economic and social position of the nation’s 
farm population. During the past 137 years, it has evolved 
to include non-farm rural families and communities.

Th e Harbor Springs Grange has become a community 
service provider, currently having 25 adult members and 
12-14 junior members. New members are always welcome.  

In late November 2014, Kaye Rowland, an LTBB Trib-
al Citizen, was contacted by the Harbor Springs Grange 
Quilters group to see if she knew of anyone who could 
use a few warm quilts. Th is was the start of a beautiful 
friendship! She made arrangements for the 12 quilts to go 

to tribal citizens in need of warmth and comfort. In early 
January 2015, she received six more quilts. While visiting 
in Lansing, MI, Kaye noticed a group of people living un-
der the Pennsylvania Bridge. Kaye and her daughter, Car-
rie Wisniewski, took quilts and wrapped them around the 
people living there. Th ey were overwhelmed by the kind-
ness, even causing one man to weep tears. Two more quilts 
were shared with two homeless men. Kaye said it was fan-
tastic to be able to help someone in such need. She had 
the quilts in the car, and her heart knew this is where they 
needed to be.

I was asked by Kaye to join her in retrieving a bundle 
of quilts and had the opportunity to take a few pictures of 
the group quilting. We were warmly met by Wilbur Kur-
burski, showing us the way to enter the building. Inside, 
his wife, Caroline, was working at a sewing machine on a 
quilt top. Jean Schlappi, an LTBB Tribal Citizen, and Helen 

K E E P I N G  W A R M  T H A N K S  T O  T H E  H A R B O R  S P R I N G S  G R A N G E  Q U I L T E R S

Pictured from left  to right with some of the donated quilts 
are Kaye Rowland and Jean Schlappi. Courtesy photo.

“Challenge” continued on page 22.

“Wolf hunt ends” continued on page 22.

“Quilters” continued on page 19.

“DOJ” continued on page 19.
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Being Odawa is all about Freedom

Th e freedom to be a part of a people, who with integrity and pride, still have and speak our language. Th e freedom in 
common with all other Odawak the customs, culture and spirituality of our ancestors. Th e freedom we have today we will 
bring to the future through unity, education, justice, communication and planning. We will reach out to the next seven 
generations by holding to cultural values of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth. We will utilize 
our tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to become successful, hard-working community members who proudly 
represent our culture. With these values we will move the tribe forward.

Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of the LTBB Mission Statement
Dbendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aaw’iing. Geyaabi gdaa’aana miinawa gda’nwemi. Anishnaabemowin, maanda 

egishkaago’iing dbendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwa wiimnaaadendiziyin. Gdabendaanaa dbendiziwin 
kina gwaya Odawak nasaap eyaamjik, maanda naakniewinan, maadiziwin miinwa mnidoowaadziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik 
debendamowaad. Maanda dbendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, gaanamaajiidona niigaan ezhi bezhigoyiing, kinomaadwin, 
dbakinigewin, giigidowin miinwa naakinigewin. Gaazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadziwin waabii’aa-
migak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendmowin, aakde’ew-
in, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwa debwewin. Ganakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing na-
kaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishiabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa. Ninda 
eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

Th e Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, 
but we cannot run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we have 
a newsletter and not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space 
and content.

Th e deadline for the March 2015 issue of Odawa Trails is February 2, 2015.
 You can e-mail or call your submissions in to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or call them in at 231-242-1427 or 231-242-

1429. Please only call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

Tribal Telephone Directory 
and Website Information

 LTBB Governmental Website          www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
Odawa Trails Website           www.odawatrails.com

 Joan Jacobs, Receptionist          231-242-1400
             1-866-652-5822

Tribal Administration
Beverly Wemigwase, Interim 

Assistant
242-1420

Tribal Council/Legislative Offi  ce
1-866-972-0077

Tamara Kiogima,
Administrative Assistant 

242-1403

Tribal Chairman’s Offi  ce
Lisa Flynn,

Administrative Assistant
242-1401

Accounting Department
Krystal Kiogima, Assistant

242-1440

Mandy Szocinski, Contracts
242-1439

Archives, Records and 
Repatriation Department

Eric Hemenway,
Director
242-1527

Commerce Department
Th eresa Keshick,

Assistant
242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar,

Coordinator
242-1427

Wendy Congdon,
Pre-Press Graphic Specialist

242-1429

Elders Department
Assistant
242-1423

Enrollment Department
Linda Gokee, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1521

Facilities & Safety Department
Susan Gasco, 

Director
242-1558

Education Department
Tammy Gasco, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1480

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin 
Language Department

Carla Osawamick, Director
242-1454

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, 

Director
242-1597

Grant Writers
Julie Kauppila

242-1560

Amber Holt
242-1447

Please do not contact the grant 
writers regarding personal 

grants from LTBB. For infor-
mation regarding personal 
grants from LTBB, please 

contact Tribal Administrator 
Assistant at 231-242-1420.

Health Department
242-1611

Health Clinic
242-1700

Health
242-1600

Community Health  
(Transportation)

242-1601

Dental Clinic
242-1740

Tina Shawano, Maternal 
Child Health Outreach

242-1614

Diane Bott, 
Healthy Heart Specialist

242-1615

Housing Department
Mike Lyons, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1540

Human Resources 
Department

Dorla Field, Administrative 
Assistant
242-1555

Human Services Department 
Brenda Schoolcraft , 

Administrative Assistant 
242-1621

Law Enforcement 
Department
Tribal Police

242-1500

Legal Department
Su Lantz, 
Assistant
242-1407

MIS Department
Mark Tracy, 

Director
242-1531

Natural Resource 
Department

Debra Smithkey-Browne,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1670

Planning, Zoning and
 Building Department

Shari Temple,
Administrative Assistant

242-1581

Amanda Swiss,
Mobility Coordinator

242-1508

Substance Abuse/
Mental Health Department

Pat Boda,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1640

Jennifer Wilson, 
Offi  ce/Intake Coordinator

242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking
Program
242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Offi  ce
Celestine Petoskey, 

Offi  ce Manager
242-1475

Youth Services Department
Bernadece Boda, Coordinator 

242-1593
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Every month, we will honor LTBB 
Tribal Citizen Veterans, past and present, 
who have served our country in the vari-
ous branches of the military. 

If you would like yourself, a family 
member or someone you know to appear 
in this series, please send us an e-mail at 
newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov with the 
name of the veteran(s), and please provide 
your contact information. 

Anthony Louis Davis, Sr.

Anthony Louis Davis, Sr. was born 
January 26, 1959 to Louis and Mary 
(Chingwa) Davis. He was born and raised 
in Toledo, Ohio and has fi ve siblings, two 
older sisters, one older brother and two 
younger brothers. 

He and his wife, Cathy, have six chil-
dren together. He has three children, two 
sons and a daughter, and is a proud grand-
father to 12 grandchildren. 

He is a veteran of the U.S. Navy, 1977, 
serving as a Boiler Technician aft er volun-
teering for military duty. 

Aft er receiving his GED in 1978, he 
became a Certifi ed Addiction Disorder 
Counselor Level 1 in 2002 through the 
Upper Midwest Indian Council on Addic-

tive Disorders. He worked as a Cultural 
Advisor in the LTBB Mental Health/Sub-
stance Abuse Department from April 2002 
to December 2009 and as a Cultural Advi-
sor/Substance Abuse Counselor for Amer-
ican Indian Health & Family Services from 
January 2010 to December 2011. 

Currently, he is the Cultural Re-
sources Advisor for the LTBB Waabsh-
ki-Miigwan Drug Court Program in the 
LTBB Tribal Court. He is a 2014 Circle of 
Excellence award recipient; the Circle of 
Excellence program provides the LTBB 
Governmental Team a chance to recognize 
seven team members for their hard work, 
dedication, teamwork, dependability and 
commitment to customer service.

He serves in the color guard at pow 
wows and tribal events and is a traditional 
dancer and pipe carrier.

Davis said he keeps the Anishinaabe 
culture his fi rst priority. 

“I changed my lifestyle in October 
1988 and in that process, began the intense 
learning of the Anishinaabe Way of Life,” 
he said. “Creator’s path and design for me 
has led me to the Anishinaabe Way of Life. 
I do not question the Creator. My life is as 
it should be because I believe in it, and it, 
in turn, believes in me. Life for me today is 
spirituality. All goodness comes from spir-
ituality. I was ready for the teacher in the 
fall of 1990 and have been learning since.”  

He and Bill A. Denemy, an LTBB 
Tribal Citizen, started the Migizi Riders 
motorcycle club in 2012.  

Photo by Pre-Press Graphic Specialist 
Wendy Congdon, courtesy photo and cour-
tesy graphic. 

H O N O R I N G  O U R  L T B B  T R I B A L  C I T I Z E N  V E T E R A N S  –  A N T H O N Y  L O U I S  D A V I S ,  S R . 

D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  T O  F I L E  F O R  A N  E X E M P T I O N  W I T H  Y O U R  2 0 1 4  T A X E S 
I F  Y O U  D I D  N O T  H A V E  H E A L T H  C O V E R A G E  I N  2 0 1 4

Submitted by Valorie Gla-
zier, Patient Benefi ts Specialist 

Hello all. 
It is getting to be tax time, 

and I want to make sure every-
one knows if you Did Not have 
health coverage (Medicaid, 
Medicare, VA, Tricare or private 
insurance) in 2014 and you’re 
a Native American, you NEED 
to fi le an exemption in order to 
avoid paying a tax penalty out of 
your income tax refund per the 
Aff ordable Care Act.

If you have no health insur-
ance and have not seen me at the 
Health Department to fi ll out 
the federal  exemption, there is 
a form called 8965 I can NOW 
download and print off  for you 
to fi ll out and SEND along with 
your completed  2014 taxes to 

the IRS. I strongly encourage 
you to take charge and con-
tact me for assistance fi lling out 
Form 8965 to fi le for the Indian 
exemption or to visit the IRS 
website at www.irs.gov to print 
the form. Follow the instructions 
and fi le the exemption with your 
2014 taxes, so when you send 
your taxes in, there will be no 
surprises (like the feds charging 
you a penalty for not obtaining 
health insurance!) 

Th e penalty for not carrying 
health insurance is Huge! Here is 
an example:

Married couple with two 
children, $70,000 income:

Eduardo and Julia are mar-
ried and have two children un-
der 18. Th ey did not have min-
imum essential coverage for any 
family member for any month 
during 2014, and no one in the 
family qualifi es for a coverage 

exemption.
For 2014, their household 

income was $70,000 and their 
fi ling threshold is $20,300.

To determine their payment 
using the income formula, sub-
tract $20,300 (fi ling threshold) 
from $70,000 (2014 household 
income). Th e result is $49,700. 
One percent of $49,700 equals 
$497.

Eduardo and Julia’s fl at dol-
lar amount is $285 or $95 per 
adult and $47.50 per child.

Because $497 is greater than 
$285 (and is less than the nation-
al average premium for bronze 
level coverage for 2014), Eduar-
do and Julia’s shared responsi-
bility payment is $497 for 2014 
or $41.41 per month for each 
month the family was uninsured 
(1/12 of $497 equals $41.41).

I am happy to say, we as Na-
tive Americans, are exempt from 
this penalty, but we MUST fi ll 
out an exemption with the IRS 
in order to take advantage of this 
provision.  

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Valorie 
Glazier, the Patient Benefi ts Spe-
cialist at the Health Park, any-
time at 231-242-1748, by e-mail 
vglazier@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or 
by stopping by her offi  ce.

Photo by Communications 
Coordinator Annette VanDeCar, 
and courtesy graphic.

If you would like to be on the tribal governmental 
vendor list for providing goods or services to the LTBB 
government, please contact Mandy Szocinski at 231-
242-1439 or mszocinski@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. Please be 
prepared to provide the following information: Name, 
contact information, good/services you are providing and 
any additional information as required.  Supporting our 
tribal businesses is our preference. Chi Miigwech!

A T T E N T I O N  T R I B A L  B U S I N E S S E S /E N T R E P R E N E U R S !
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Aanii Tribal Elder,

Th is article is to provide you with 
information about the Food and Utili-
ty Reimbursement program. An Elder 
is defi ned as 55 years of age or older 
by December 31, 2015. If all requested 
documents are turned in to the Elders 
Department by the deadline, you may 
be able to receive a check up to $400. 
Th e deadline to submit your application 
and receipts is December 12, 2015. Please 
read this letter all the way through be-
fore sending receipts.

Step One. Application materi-
als: 

Fill out 2015 application included 
with this letter.

Send in 2015 grocery receipts add-
ing up to $200.

Items allowed: Food grocery, toilet-
ries, toilet paper, Kleenex, paper towel 
and household cleaners only.

Items not allowed:  Pet supplies, to-
bacco products or alcohol.

Send in 2015 utility bills adding up 
to $200.

Utility bills allowed: Heating, elec-
tric, water and trash removal paid in 
2015.

Utility bills not allowed: Cell phone, 
cable, satellite, Internet.

Hand written receipts, cancelled 
checks or money order receipts will 
NOT be accepted.

Step two:  How to complete the ap-
plication:

Complete and sign the application.
Double check your 2015 grocery 

receipts add up to $200.
Double check your 2015 utility bills 

add up to $200. 
Mail to the above address or drop 

off  at the offi  ce.

Step three: How your application is 
processed:  

    * Please note this process takes 
about two weeks.

When we receive your application, 
it is stamped with the date it arrives.

We review the application to make 
sure it’s complete with signature and 
add up the grocery receipts and utility 
receipts. 

If application and receipts are com-
plete, a check request will be submitted 
to the LTBB Accounting Department.

Th e LTBB Accounting Department 
will mail your check. 

Miigwech,
Elder Department Staff 
231-242-1423



Odawa TrailsFebruary 2015 5

February Elders Birthdays
February 1

Doris Beaudin
Kathryn Loonsfoot

Eileen O’Shea
Lori Gee

February 2
 William Hulka
Karen Lambert

Patricia McCarty
Carolyn Mejia
Michael Peters
Yvonne Salter

February 3
 Paul Shananaquet

Clayton Walker
Denise Zimmer

February 4
Charlotte Duvernay
Theodore Engstrom

February 5
Benjamin Bernard

Timothy Keller
Barbara Memon

Darlene Mulholland

February 6
Sherry Archibald

Kathy Austin
Francie Loper

February 7
Daugherty Johnson, Jr.

Donald Masse
Patrick Shomin

Richard Wanshon

February 8
 Lewis Fisher
Connie Fitch

Marcia Stratton
Frank Thompson

February 9
Joey Deckrow

Wynonah Shawa Waldfried
Grace Zerbe

February 10
Arlene Boggs

Geraldine Hutton
Michele Mabry
Sally Spangler

Ralph Swanson

February 11
Katherine Beech
Donna Hielkema
Joyce Thompson

February 12
Floyd Genia, Jr.
Wayne Montez

Josephine Pawneshing
William Tuffelmire

February 13
Henry Dubiel
Joyce Smith

February 14
Mikel Bagby

Patricia Dyer-Deckrow
David Gross

Rhonda Lowe
Brenda Spikes

February 15
Virginia Adams
Kevin Casey

February 16
Betty Moses

Sharon Shepard

February 17
Jacqueline Campos

Lee Graham
Marjorie Williams

February 18
Ralph LaVigne, Jr.

February 19
Nancy Bailey

Leela Harrison
Carol Jeffers
Chris Peariso

February 20
Krystine Rojas

Justin Shananaquet
Deleta Smith

February 21
Steven Otto
Wade Smith

Kathryn Terlizzi
William Vandegriff

Kimberly White

February 22
Ida Sminesvik

February 23
Arvilla Bateman
Mashilaa Beam

William Meshekey, Jr.
Ronald Washegesic, Sr.

February 24
Jerri Lynn Barker

Johanna Cameron
Shirley Startup

February 25
Marie Michels

Carla Osawamick
Dolores Thomas

February 26
Jeanette Bailey
David Duvernay
Wayne Gasco

Eric Lieby
Allan Moore

February 27
Colleen Falwell
Patricia Maple
Joann Nelson

February 28
Kirk Warren
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Submitted by the Human Services Department

Th is year has been the biggest year of donations since 
Lead Tribal Social Worker Lisa Kurtz-Tollenaar took over 
the hat and mitten trees in 2009. Th e hat and mitten tree 
has existed for many years prior to her involvement, but 
donation numbers were not kept, so numbers are limited. 

Th e community pulled together this year with hun-
dreds of hats, mittens, gloves, scarves and face masks 
placed on the trees at the LTBB Governmental Center in 
Harbor Springs, MI, and in Petoskey, MI, at the Health 
Park, the 911 Building and at Odawa Casino. Th ough a 
coat drive was not done this year, someone was kind 
enough to decorate the tree at the LTBB Governmental 
Center in Harbor Springs, MI, with jackets, snow pants 
and winter boots. Th e donations this year were plentiful. 
So many donations; some individual, some sets, all diff er-
ent colors, all shapes and sizes, and enough to keep the 
entire community warm. 

Th ere was such an abundance of donations this year, 
some were handed out at the Children’s Winter Solstice 
Party on December 13, 2014, reaching community mem-
bers who had not received items before. Additional dona-
tions were made aft er as well. Every tree was emptied at 
least once, and the community restocked them a second 
time. If you or someone you know is in need of warmth, 
please direct them to the department. 

Miigwech to the entire community from the Depart-
ment of Human Services and the community. Th e dona-
tions this year were amazing, and we were able to keep the 
trees up until the fi rst of the New Year to stock up for an 
entire winter. Your donations are appreciated, and it dis-
plays what a supportive community the Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians has. 

Photos by Lead Tribal Social Worker Lisa Kurtz-Tolle-
naar and Communications Coordinator Annette VanDe-
Car. 

I T  T A K E S  A  C O M M U N I T Y ,  M I T T E N  T R E E S

3 in 10 teen girls in the U.S. will get pregnant at least once 
before the age of 20?  

During 2011, there were almost 11,000 teen births in Michigan 
between the ages of 15-19, and 112 births to girls under the 
age of 12! That means our kids are having kids too soon! 
Most teens must raise their child alone and with little income. 
These statistics are present despite the ½ credit requirement 
for sex education in the schools. 

The most recent high school surveys have reported at least 
47% of students have had sex.

Unfortunately, 1 in 3 adolescents in the U.S. will be the victim 
of physical, sexual, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating 
partner. This is higher than any other type of youth violence. 

What can we do in our community to change these statistics?

Our tribal Health Department offers education and mentoring 
on healthy relationships, proud choices, self-esteem and 
the prevention of teen pregnancy, HIV and STD’s. There is 
also a lesson on the importance of continuing education and 
applying for college.  

PARENTS:  We encourage you to discuss this opportunity 
with your kids and to consider an appointment. We have 
many ways in which they can learn this material either on an 
individual basis, with a few close friends or in small groups. 
The setting in which the learning takes place can be creative 
and combined with traditional teachings.

Enrollment has incentives!! Please inquire by calling tribal 
health: Trista Paone at 231-838-5761 or Cathy Gibson at 
231-242-1601.  Ask about the Tribal Personal Responsibility 
Education Program or TPREP!

Did you know...
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L T B B  T R I B A L  C O U R T  H O N O R S  R E T I R I N G  D H S  D I R E C T O R  M A U R A  C O R R I G A N
By An-

nette VanDe-
Car, Com-
mu n i c at i on s 
Coordinator

With the 
recent retire-
ment of Mau-
ra Corrigan as 
the Director of 
the Michigan 
Department of 
Human Ser-
vices, the LTBB 
Tribal Court presented Corrigan with a shawl made 
by LTBB Tribal Citizen Regina Brubacker-Carver.  

“Director Corrigan supported the passage of 
the Michigan Indian Family Preservation Act,” 
LTBB Chief Judge Allie Greenleaf Maldonado said. 
“She empowered the Offi  ce of Native American Af-
fairs within DHS. 

“She was critical in convincing the State of 
Michigan to sign the brief in the support of the 
tribes’ position in Adoptive Couple 
v. Baby Girl, 570 U.S. ___ (2013), 
a decision of the Supreme Court 
interpreting several sections of the 
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).”

Corrigan served on the Mich-
igan Supreme Court from 1999 
until the end of 2010, including 
four years as Chief Justice. Prior to 
that, she served on the Michigan 
Court of Appeals. 

Brubacker-Carver said she 
suggested giving Corrigan a shawl 
because it represents the protective 
mother fi gure.

“Judge Maldonado was tell-
ing me she needed to come up 
with gift  ideas for retirees who 
had been helpful to LTBB’s Court,” 
Brubacker-Carver said. “While we 

were talking, I came up with the idea for the moth-
er and child design in the center of the shawl. She 
was talking to me about it because I’ve done other 
items for the Court. I’ve made beaded eagle feathers 
a couple times and some ribbon shirts for the White 
Feather (the LTBB Waabshki-Miigwan Drug Court 
Program) graduates.”

Courtesy photos. 

F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E 

Greetings from the Execu-
tive Offi  ces.

We have begun our transi-
tion into the new year, and many 
of you are ready for spring. 

I am able to give you a brief 
update on our progress. We 

completed some of our agenda 
items in regards to regulations, 
the 2015 Hunting, Fishing and 
Gathering regulations were ap-
proved by Tribal Council at the 
December 18, 2014 meeting and 
are posted on our website. 

We continue to stay focused 
on the betterment of you, our 
Tribal Members, and the Tribe 
as a whole. With that being said, 
I am happy to share with you 
some very exciting news regard-
ing the Michele Chingwa schol-
arship. Th e scholarship will be 
paid in one installment for the 
semester. Our college students 
will not have to wait for the sec-
ond installment; this should as-
sist students in purchasing items 
needed for their studies. 

Th is past month I, along 

with Tribal Council members 
and employees, attended a sem-
inar, “Understanding and Re-
sponding to Domestic Violence 
in the Tribal Community,” which 
was very informative and en-
lightening. 

In closing, by the time 
you read this article, we will be 
gearing up for the annual Goo-
nignebig Damnawin (snowsnake 
games). Th e games will be held 
February 20, 2015 at 4 p.m. at the 
LTBB Governmental Center in 
Harbor Springs, MI. I hope you 
and your family can enjoy re-
newing relationships and friend-
ships at this fun, family cultural 
event. We hope to see you there. 

As always, may you be bless-
ed with continued good health, 
safety and success.
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By Th eresa Keshick, De-
partment of Commerce Assis-
tant

Th e Department of Com-
merce (DOC) would like to 
remind the tribal membership 
about a few items pertaining to 
the Tax Agreement.  

First of all, I cannot express 
enough how important it is to 
keep your address updated. 

Th e fi rst step in becoming a 
Resident Tribal Member (RTM) 
is to offi  cially change your ad-
dress with the Enrollment De-
partment. Th is must be done in 
writing and as soon as possible. 

Th e DOC cannot and will 
not change the estimated begin-
ning date (EBD) (which is always 
the fi rst in any given month) of a 
member’s tax exempt status (see 
example below).  

It is YOUR responsibility 
to update your address on fi le 
with the Enrollment Depart-
ment. Th is date will aff ect how 
many months you will be able to 

fi le the Annual Resident Tribal 
Member Sales Tax Credit (Tribal 
Form 4013).  It is to your bene-
fi t to be able to fi le for the max-
imum number of months for this 
credit. 

In addition, being an RTM 
will allow you to purchase large 
items such as vehicles, boats, 
motorcycles and off  the road ve-
hicles tax exempt.  

Th ere is a form that needs 
to be fi lled out called a “Request 
for TCE” (Tribal Certifi cate of 
Exemption), which is available 
in my offi  ce.  Once this form is 
completely fi lled out, I will then 
issue the RTM the actual Tribal 
Certifi cate of Exemption (Tribal 
Form 3998). 

If you plan on purchasing 
any of these items, please contact 
me FIRST, and I will be happy 
to get you the form via e-mail 
or fax. I am also able to fax the 
TCEs to the dealership you are 
doing business with. 

Being an RTM will also al-
low you to be tax exempt on util-

ity bills such as phone, cable, gas, 
propane, electricity, satellite and 
cellular service.  If you have not 
fi lled out a Utility Provider Sur-
vey, please contact the DOC, and 
I will be happy to get one to you.  

Also, another important 
thing to remember is if you do 
move into the Tax Agreement 
Area (TAA), your RTM status 
does NOT take eff ect until the 
fi rst day of the following month. 

Example:  I move to Peto-
skey, MI, (inside the TAA) on 
September 5, 2010. My RTM 
(EBD) status begins October 1, 
2010. All updates are sent to the 
State of Michigan as close to the 
end of the month as possible. 

Th e LTBB Tax Agreement is 
viewable on the State of Michi-
gan’s website at:

h t t p : / / t i n y u r l . c o m /
ltbbtaxagr

If you have any other ques-
tions pertaining to the Tax Agree-
ment, I can reached at my offi  ce 
at 231-242-1584 or via e-mail at 
tkeshick@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

T A X  A G R E E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N

Department of Commerce

Resident Tribal Member Tax Information

Cross Village (all)  Readmond (all) 
Friendship (all)  West Traverse (all) 
Little Traverse (all)  City of Harbor Springs (all)
Resort (partial)  Bay (partial)
Hayes (partial)  Bear Creek (all)
City of Petoskey (all)
City of Charlevoix (only NORTH of the bridge)

Resident Tribal Members are exempted from the following Michigan tax-
es:

1. Sales Tax (currently 6% of retail price) via Form 4013 
2. Use Tax (currently 6% of purchase price)
3. Income Tax (4.35% of Adjusted Gross Income)
4. Michigan Business Tax (currently 4.95%)
5. *Motor Fuel Tax (currently, 36.5 cents per gallon unleaded and 32.6 

cents per gallon on diesel)
6. *Tobacco Product Tax (currently $2 per pack of cigarettes)

* All LTBB Tribal Members are entitled to the exemption on fuel and 
tobacco.

*Th e Motor Fuel and Tobacco Product Tax exemption is available at Biin-
digen (tribal convenience store) located at 2169 U.S. 31 North in Petoskey, MI. 

*Th e Motor Fuel Tax exemption is also available at the BP station on the 
south side of Petoskey, MI, near the Big Boy restaurant.

Please note:  Exemption for tobacco and fuel is for LTBB Tribal Members’ 
sole consumption ONLY!

IMPORTANT REMINDER:  TRIBAL MEMBERS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO 
USE THEIR TRIBAL ID SWIPE CARDS FOR PURCHASES OF NON-MEMBERS 
NOR ARE THEY ALLOWED TO LEND THEIR CARDS OUT TO ANYONE.  

Th e current limit on tobacco purchases is four cartons per week per tribal 
citizen age 18 and over. Th e same applies to all other tobacco products (OTP) 
packaged in similar fashion. 

A D D R E S S  V E R I F I C A T I O N  F O R M S  D U E  O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 5
All minors need to have a no-

tarized MINOR ADDRESS VER-
IFICATION FORM completed 
annually before OCTOBER 31, 
2015. Faxed copies are not accept-
able and will not be processed. 
Th e Address Verifi cation form 
must contain the original signa-
ture. Forms must be mailed to the 
Enrollment Department at 7500 
Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, 
MI 49740 or dropped off  at the 
aforementioned address. Th e 
Enrollment Department is locat-
ed on the fi rst fl oor of the LTBB 

Governmental Center in Harbor 
Springs, MI. If you have any ques-
tions concerning guardianship or 
custodial issues, please contact 
the Enrollment Department at 
231-242-1520 or 231-242-1521.

Minors who turn 18 by OC-
TOBER 31, 2015 must complete 
an ADULT ADDRESS VERIFI-
CATION FORM. Th is form must 
be returned by OCTOBER 31, 
2015. 

Address verifi cation forms 
can be downloaded at www.ltb-
bodawa-nsn.gov/Departments/

Enrollment/enrollment.htm or 
you may call the Enrollment Of-
fi ce at 231-242-1520 or 231-242-
1521 to have a form mailed to 
you. 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  U P D A T E
By Th eresa Keshick, Department of Commerce 

Assistant 

Aanii miinwaa MnoNimkwadaading (Hello 
and Happy New Year)! 

Th e Department of Commerce (DOC) mailed 
out the “2014 MICHIGAN Resident Tribal Member 
Annual Sales Tax Credit” forms to Resident Tribal 
Members (only), aged 18 and older (as of 1/1/2014) 
who resided within the tribe’s Tax Agreement Area 
(TAA) from January 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014. 
However, if you MOVED out of the TAA during 
that time and are fi ling 2014 Michigan income tax-
es, please contact me to receive this form. Please 
note this form IS NOT AVAILABLE on the tribal 
website or on the State of Michigan’s website. Th is 
is because not everyone is eligible for this tax cred-
it and to assist in deterring ineligible claims for the 
credit. Th erefore, citizens MUST request this form 
from the DOC. Also, if you are a minor with wages 
from income, your parent/legal guardian must re-

quest the form for you. If you have any questions 
regarding this form, also known as the 4013, please 
feel free to contact me during offi  ce hours at 231-
242-1584.  

I also wanted to inform the membership the 
quota for tax-exempt diesel fuel was increased due 
to successful negotiations with the State of Michi-
gan. Th anks to General Counsel, James Bransky, and 
staff  as well as the Accounting Department and the 
DOC. Th e quota for diesel fuel has been increased 
from 15,000 gallons to 17,000 gallons of tax-exempt 
diesel for citizens and the tribe (tribal government/
tribal entities/casino operations).   

One more thing, the DOC will be posting a date 
for the next “Odaawe Giizhigat” (Barter Day) event 
soon. 

 Please check the tribal website oft en for updates 
… they don’t always make it into the newsletter due 
to time constraints and advance deadlines for the 
newsletter.  
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Editor’s note: Th e following is an Oneida Indi-
an Nation press release dated December 22, 2014. 

Th e Oneida Indian Nation, owner of the re-
nowned Turning Stone Resort Casino in Verona, 
NY, today (December 22, 2014) announced plans to 
expand its upstate New York operations with a new 
$20 million, 67,000 square foot casino in the Village 
of Chittenango, NY. Paying homage to the commu-
nity’s identity as the birthplace of L. Frank Baum, 
author of “Wonderful Wizard of Oz,” Yellow Brick 
Road Casino will feature more than 430 Vegas-style 
cash slot machines, a 500-seat bingo hall, two casual 
dining options, a country western bar and a gener-
al store. Th e new facility will complement existing 
Oneida Nation businesses and bring diversifi cation 
to guests, appealing to locals interested in the ex-
citement of slot machines and bingo while grabbing 
a quick, casual meal. Yellow Brick Road Casino is 
projected to open in spring 2015.

“Our expansion with this new casino is yet an-
other opportunity for the Oneida Nation to create 
more jobs for Central New Yorkers, to invest in our 
region’s economic growth, and to improve and di-
versify our guest experience,” said Oneida Nation 
Representative and Nation Enterprises CEO Ray 
Halbritter. “Th e Yellow Brick Road Casino will cre-
ate numerous construction jobs for our local trade 
workers and more than 250 permanent positions 
once it opens.”

Halbritter continued: “We’re also excited to 
help bring a fresh vitality to the area by investing 
$20 million in local businesses and converting an 
under-used shopping center into a new modern ca-
sino, featuring a one-of-a-kind tourist experience 
that is unique to Chittenango.” 

Th e Oneida Nation has enlisted Hayner Hoyt 
Corporation of Syracuse, NY, for general contract-
ing and construction management for the new ca-

sino project and Hnedak Bobo Group, visionaries 
for Hard Rock Café New Orleans and the upscale 
Westin Memphis Beale Street Hotel, for the design 
work of Yellow Brick Road Casino. 

In addition to slot machines and the bingo hall, 
Yellow Brick Road Casino will feature several casual 
dining options. Th is will include a counter-service 
restaurant off ering a variety of grill and deli-style op-
tions, including burgers, hotdogs and grilled chick-
en sandwiches, and dinner entrees such as meatloaf 
and steak; a sit-down and take-out pizza restaurant 
serving New York-style pizza and chicken wings; a 
country western style bar with live entertainment 
from local musicians; and the Oz General Store. 

While a world-class facility in its own right, 
Yellow Brick Road Casino will provide a diff erent 
experience than the Oneida Nation’s Turning Stone 
Resort Casino. Th e fi ft h-largest tourist attraction 
in New York State, Turning Stone has evolved into 
a full-scale, four-season destination resort off er-
ing gaming, hotels, entertainment, golf courses, 
spas, more than 20 dining options, including four 
fi ne-dining restaurants, nightlife, and in 2016, luxu-
ry outlet shopping. 

About the Oneida Indian Nation
Th e Oneida Indian Nation is a federally recog-

nized Indian nation in Central New York. A founding 
member of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy (also 
known as the Six Nations or Iroquois Confederacy), 
the Oneida Indian Nation sided with the Ameri-
cans in the Revolutionary War and was thanked by 
Congress and President George Washington for its 
loyalty and assistance. Today, the Oneida Nation 
consists of about 1,000 enrolled members, most of 
them living in Central New York. Th e nation’s enter-
prises, which employ 4,500 people, include Turning 
Stone Resort Casino, the SāvOn chain of gas sta-
tions and convenience stores, RV Park, three ma-
rinas, Indian Country Today Media Network – the 
premier national multi-media source for American 
Indian news and information, and Four Directions 
Productions - a 3D animation HD cinematography 
studio. Proceeds from these enterprises are used to 
rebuild the nation’s economic base and provide es-
sential services, including housing, health care and 
education incentives and programs, to its members.

Courtesy photo. 

T H E  O N E I D A  I N D I A N  N A T I O N  T O  O P E N  Y E L L O W  B R I C K  R O A D  C A S I N O ,  A 
N E W  $ 2 0  M I L L I O N ,  W I Z A R D  O F  O Z - T H E M E D  G A M I N G  V E N U E  I N  U P S T A T E 
N E W  Y O R K  W I T H  V E G A S - S T Y L E  S L O T  M A C H I N E S  A N D  A  B I N G O  H A L L
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Michigan

March 21-22
Celebrating Life: 26th Annual 
CMU Pow Wow
McGuirk Arena in the CMU 
Events Center
Central Michigan University
Mt. Pleasant, MI
Contact Information: CMU 
Native American Programs at 989-
774-2508, cmich.edu/powwow or 
nap@cmich.edu

April 4-5
43rd Annual Dance for Mother 
Earth Pow Wow
Skyline High School
Ann Arbor, MI
Contact Information: Dance 
for Mother Earth Powwow on 
Facebook

April 18
32nd Annual MSU Pow Wow of 
Love
Jenison Field House
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI
Contact Information: Ashley 
Ryerse at ryerseas@gmail.com 

May 24-25
Gissiwas Creek Pow Wow 2015
Marion, MI
Contact Information: Terri 
Kogler at 616-813-7639 or terri.
kogler@gmail.com 

Minnesota

February 13
American Indian Magnet 
School Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 612-396-
5365

March 13 
American Indian Magnet 
School Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 612-396-
5365

March 14-15
Ain Dah Yung Center’s 17th 
Annual Cherish the Children 
Traditional Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: Ain Dah 
Yung Center on Facebook

April 11
Augsburg Fairview Academy 
2nd Annual Pow Wow
Minneapolis, MN
Contact Information: Liz 
Saunby at 612-294-1016

May 29
American Indian Magnet 
School Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 612-396-
5365

Wisconsin

April 11-12
On Wisconsin Annual Spring 
Pow Wow 2015
Madison, WI
Contact Information: Nichole 
Boyd at 608-265-3420 or 618-
201-7953

April 25
2015 Madison College Pow 
Wow
Madison, WI
Contact Information: Nicole 
Soulier at 608-246-6268

On the Pow Wow TrailOn the Pow Wow Trail
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In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought by the in-
dividual. No attempt will be made by the Legislative Branch to summarize the comments. Written public comments will be accepted by the Legislative Offi  ce. Written comments shall be attached to the offi  cial approved minutes 
housed in the Legislative Branch. Written comments are not published, however shall be open to review within the Legislative Offi  ce in accordance with any laws regarding such documents.

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Council Chambers

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

November 20, 2014

Closed Session: Yes
Call to Order: 9:15 a.m.  
Opening Ceremony: Beatrice Law
Council Present: Secretary Julia 

Shananaquet, Councilor Bill A. Denemy, 
Councilor John Keshick III, Councilor 
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor Aaron Otto 

Absent:  Councilor Michael Naga-
nashe, Treasurer Marcella Reyes, Coun-
cilor Winnay Wemigwase 

Due to the Constitution responsi-
bilities, Legislative Leader shall serve as 
Chairperson until a special election can 
be conducted to fi ll the remaining terms. 
While acting as Chairperson, the Legisla-
tive Leader will not be considered a Trib-
al Council member.  Aft er a Chairperson 
is elected and sworn in, the Legislative 
Leader will resume his/her position as a 
Tribal Council member for the remain-
der of his/her term.

In the absence of the Legislative 
Leader the Tribal Council Secretary 
shall  preside over meetings of the Tribal 
Council.

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Don-
na Budnick, Enjinaaknegeng General 
Counsel James Bransky, Treasury Direc-
tor Michael Garrow, Legislative Offi  ce 
Manager Michele LaCount, Legislative 
Offi  ce Administrative Assistant Tamara 
Kiogima

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Pres-
ent: Tribal Chair Regina Gasco Bentley, 
Chief Financial Offi  cer Carrie Carlson, 
Executive Services Attorney Diane Vitols

Judicial Staff :  None
Public: Andrew Stich
9:25 a.m. Treasurer Reyes arrives.
9:30 a.m. Councilor Wemigwase 

arrives.
9:36 a.m.  Break.
9:50 a.m.  Resume.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Keshick to 
adopt the agenda of November 20, 2014, 
as amended and in honor of Elder Doro-
thy Sagataw.  

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Den-

emy and supported by Councilor Otto 
to approve the minutes of November 6, 
2014 as corrected.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
9:13 a.m.: Elder comments - None 

at this time.
Executive Updates 
Discussion Items: Issue with Na-

tive Way Gym, Petoskey News Review 
Statement, Chippewa Ottawa Resource 
Authority meetings and refreshments, 
addressing Personnel issues, Administra-
tive signature issues, and Update on Per 
Capita checks.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to acknowledge the verbal report of Trib-
al Chair Gasco Bentley as presented on 
November 20, 2014.    

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Legislative Leader Report: Noth-

ing to Report.
Discussion Items: 
Secretary Report
Discussion Items: Cancellation of 

Tribal Council Work Session, Succession 
Memo, Counter signatures on Tribal 
Documents Cancellation of Land & Res-
ervation Meeting, Recommendation of 
motion to remove and replace Councilor 
Naganashe from seated  Tribal Council 
Committees, Attendance at Chairper-
son swearing in ceremony, request that 
Legislative Attorney Budnick round up 
all Legislation and Regulations dealing 
with Election process, and concern for a 
quorum at the December 11, 2014 Tribal 
Council Meeting.

Th e following Tribal Council ap-
proved/adopted documents were deliv-
ered to the Executive for signature:  

Vetoes: 
Tribal Resolution  4-02-Supple-

mental Funding for Accounting to Rein-
stitute the Tribal Employee Weekly Pay-

roll in the amount of $64,000.00 to come 
from prior period funds. 

Tribal Resolution #100914-03-Trib-
al Government Priority Funding Per-
centage Allocation for FY 2016.

Phone Polls: None.
10:59 a.m.  Break.
11:16 a.m.  Resume.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Keshick to accept Secretary Shanan-
aquet’s verbal report as presented on No-
vember 20, 2014.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Councilor Law 
to remove Councilor Naganashe from 
the following Tribal Council Commit-
tees: Land and Reservation, Agricultur-
al Assessment Work Group and Ethics 
Committee and to elect new committee 
members.  

Vote: 6-Yes, 1-No (Councilor 
Otto), 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Council-
or Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Councilor Law to 
cancel the December 9th Tribal Council 
Work Session and the December 11th 
Tribal Council meeting and reschedule 
both for December 16th, 1:00 p.m. Work 
Session and December 18th 9:00 a.m. 
Tribal Council Meeting.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
11:45 a.m.  Public Comment opens
Citizen Andrew Stich inquired into 

the need for Agricultural Assessment 
Work Group to meet more than (2) times 
per month; Why is Tribal Council sit-
ting on the Farm Board?; Inquired into 
Investigation; Would like to know why 
Council is not building more Housing; 
Did Appropriations and Finance Com-
mittee (AFC) give Odawa Fishery Inc. 
(OFI) $150,000 line of credit; and when 
and how much will it cost to attach a ho-
tel to the casino. 

12:10 p.m. Public Comment 
closed.

12:10 p.m. Lunch break.
1:30 p.m.   Meeting resumes. 
1:33 p.m.  Motion made by Coun-

cilor Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Keshick to go into closed ses-
sion for confi dential business matters.

Vote: 6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 2–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe, Secretary 
Shananaquet)

Motion carried.
1:34 p.m.  Secretary Shananaquet 

arrives.
1:41 p.m.  Councilor Otto arrives.
2:30 p.m.  Break.
2:42 p.m.  Resume.
2:43 p.m.  Return to closed session.
3:48 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Law and supported by Councilor 
Denemy to return to open session.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
3:49 p.m.  Public Comment opens – 

No comments made.
3:50 p.m.  Break.
4:01 p.m.  Resume meeting.
Treasurer Report  
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Otto to 
accept Treasurer Reyes’ verbal report as 
presented on November 20, 2014.

Vote: 6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 2–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe, Council-
or Wemigwase)

Motion carried.
Gaming Authority Committee
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to accept the verbal report of the Gaming 
Authority Committee as presented by 
Councilor Otto, Committee Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Travel Reports 
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Keshick 
to acknowledge the verbal report from 
Councilor Wemigwase for her atten-
dance at the 71st Annual National Con-
gress of American Indians (NCAI) Con-
ference held in Atlanta, GA., October 
27-31, 2014.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.

Agriculture Assessment Work 
Group 

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Denemy to accept the verbal report of 
the Agriculture Assessment Work Group 
as presented by Councilor Keshick, 
Committee Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried. 
Land and Reservation Commit-

tee – No meeting held since last Tribal 
Council meeting.

Legal Legislative Committee – No 
meeting held since last Tribal Council 
meeting.

Ethics Committee 
Discussion Items:  (2) pending 

complaints.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Secretary Shananaquet 
to accept the verbal report of the Ethics 
Committee as presented by Councilor 
Otto, Committee Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  ce Reports: 
Treasury Director Report 
Motion made by Councilor Otto 

and supported by Councilor Denemy to 
accept Treasury Director Garrow’s writ-
ten and verbal report as presented on 

November 20, 2014.
Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–

Absent (Councilor Naganashe)
Motion carried.
Legislative Services Attorney Re-

port
Motion made by Councilor 

Denemy and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Legislative Ser-
vices Attorney Donna Budnick’s written 
and verbal report as presented on No-
vember 20, 2014.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Enjinaaknegeng Report
5:20 p.m.  Break.
5:28 p.m.  Resume.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Denemy to 
go closed for confi dential business.

Vote:  6-Yes, 1-No (Secretary 
Shananaquet), 0-Abstained, 1–Absent 
(Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Denemy to 
return to open session.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Keshick 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve the action items contained 
within Confi dential Memo 112014-02 
as presented by Enjinaaknegeng General 
Counsel James Bransky.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Law to accept Enjinaaknegeng General 
Counsel James Bransky’s verbal and writ-
ten report as presented on November 20, 
2014. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  ce Manager Re-

port
Motion made by Councilor Den-

emy and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to accept Legislative Offi  ce Manager 
Michele LaCount’s verbal and written re-
port as presented on November 20, 2014.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Action Items – Motions
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Keshick 
to assign Councilor Law and Councilor 
Otto to the Land and Reservation Com-
mittee.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Denemy 
to assign Treasurer Reyes to the Gaming 
Authority Committee. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Keshick to 
assign Councilor Wemigwase to the Le-
gal and Legislative Committee.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to assign Councilor Denemy to the Eth-
ics Committee.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to as-
sign Councilor Otto to the Agricultural 
Assessment Work Group 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Keshick 

and supported by Councilor Denemy to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #112014-01: 
Request for Funding from the Bureau of 
Indian aff airs FY 2015 Tribal Youth Ini-
tiative Youth Conservation Corps.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Keshick to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #112014-02: 
Request for Funding from Inter-Tribal 
Council of Michigan Sema Policy Devel-
opment.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve Certifi ed Motion #112014-03: 
Request for Funding from U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Under Sec-
tion 103 of the Clean Air Act, FY 2015 
Region 5 Tribal Air Grants, Clean Air 
Program.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Denemy 
to approve Certifi ed Motion #112014-
04: Request for Acceptance of Donation 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 
the amount of $5,000.00

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Secretary Shanan-
aquet to post to the Legislative Agenda 
in the Odawa Register, Ziibimijwang, 
Inc., Corporate Charter as sponsored by 
Councilor Keshick.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to approve Certifi ed Motion 
112014-05 Request for FY 2015 Litiga-

tion Support Funds by the Chippewa Ot-
tawa Resource Authority (CORA).

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ap-
prove 2015 Council Regular and Work 
Session/Meeting Schedule.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Keshick to Override Executive Veto: 
Tribal Resolution #100914-02-Supple-
mental Funding for Accounting to Rein-
stitute the Tribal Employee Weekly Pay-
roll in the amount of $64,000.00 to come 
from prior period funds. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Councilor Law to 
Override the Executive Veto:  Tribal Res-
olution #100914-03-Tribal Government 
Priority Funding Percentage Allocation 
for FY 2016.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Action Items – Roll Call Votes
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to pass Leasing of Trust Land Statute. 

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-yes, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-yes Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Keshick to 
pass Gaming Enterprise Statute as spon-
sored by Councilor Law. Motion was 
withdrawn.

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Denemy to approve Tribal Resolution: 
Supplemental Funding in the Amount of 
$72,000 for Burial Assistance Program. 

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-no, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-yes, Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to amend the agenda to include the fol-
lowing: Motion for Treasurer Duties, and 
posting of Amendment to the Succession 
Statute. 

Vote:  6-Yes, 1-No (Secretary 
Shananaquet), 0-Abstained, 1–Absent 
(Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase  and supported by Coun-
cilor Keshick  to  request, authorize and 
approve the Treasurer to perform the 
following duties, in accordance with 
Article VII, C(3):  signatory for certifi ed 
motions, Legislative Branch documents, 
staff  travel, PTO, and other similar day-
to-day functions for Legislative Branch 
and offi  ce operations.

Vote:  6-Yes, 1-No (Secretary 
Shananaquet), 0-Abstained, 1–Absent 
(Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Keshick 
to post to the Legislative Agenda of the 
Odawa register the Amendment to the 
Succession Statute. 

Vote:  6-Yes, 1-No (Secretary 
Shananaquet), 0-Abstained, 1–Absent 
(Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Adjournment 
7:02 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Denemy and supported by Council-
or Wemigwase to adjourn meeting. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Next Scheduled Meeting
December 18, 2014
Please contact the Legislative Of-

fi ce at 231-242-1403 or 231-242-1404 for 
additional updates and clarifi cations of 
these minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read and 
approved as written:

Julia A. Shananaquet, Tribal Coun-
cil Secretary                    Date

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

February 3 Work Session
February 5 Council Meeting
February 17 Work Session
February 19 Council Meeting

March 3 Work Session
March 5 Council Meeting
March 17 Work Session
March 19 Council Meeting

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Julie Shananaquet, Legislative 
Leader
Marci Reyes, Treasurer
Aaron Wayne Otto, Councilor
John Keshick III, Councilor
Bill A. Denemy, Councilor
Winnay Wemigwase, Councilor
Mike Naganashe, Councilor
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor

“Minutes” continued on page 16.
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Tribal Council Meeting

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle

Harbor Springs, MI 49740
December 18, 2014

Closed Session: yes
Call to Order: Meeting was called 

to order at: 9:11 a.m. 
Opening Ceremony: Beatrice A. 

Law 
Council Present: Treasurer Mar-

cella Reyes, Councilor Bill A. Denemy, 
Councilor John Keshick III, Councilor 
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor Aaron Otto

Absent:  Councilor Naganashe, 
Councilor Wemigwase, Secretary Sha-
nanaquet

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick, Legislative Offi  ce Manager 
Michele LaCount, Treasury Director 
Michael Garrow, General Counsel James 
Bransky 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Pres-
ent: Tribal Chair Regina Gasco Bentley, 
Executive Services Attorney Diane Vitols 

Judicial Offi  cials and Staff : Cynthia 
Brouckaert

Public: Doug Emery, Andrew Stich, 
Linda Gokee

Invited Guests: Odawa Economic 
Development Management, Inc. 

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by to Councilor Otto to 
adopt agenda as amended for December 
18, 2014 in honor of Michael Kiogima 
Sr., and Leona Honson.

Vote: 5 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
3 – Absent (Councilor Wemigwase, 
Councilor Naganashe, Secretary Shanan-
aquet) Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Otto 
and supported by Councilor Law to ap-
prove the minutes of November 20, 2014 
as presented.

Vote: 5 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
3 – Absent (Councilor Wemigwase, 
Councilor Naganashe, Secretary Shanan-
aquet) Motion carried.

Elder Comments: 
Doug Emery thanked Tribal Coun-

cil for their services; Th anked Tribal 
Council for changing the payroll to 
weekly for employees; and challenged 
Tribal Council to address the low Cost of 
Living Adjustment level, merit, and the 
wage grid.

9:59 a.m. Recess called.
10:08 a.m. Meeting Resumes
10:09 a.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Otto and supported by Councilor 
Denemy to go into closed session for 
confi dential business matters.

Vote: 4 - Yes, 1 – No (Council-
or Keshick), 0 - Abstained, 3 – Absent 
(Councilor Wemigwase, Councilor Na-
ganashe, Secretary Shananaquet)

Motion carried.
10:20 a.m. Councilor Wemigwase 

arrived.
11:50 am. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Otto to return to open session. 

Vote: 6 - Yes, 0 – No, 0 - Abstained, 
2 – Absent (Councilor Naganashe, Secre-
tary Shananaquet) Motion carried.

11:51 a.m. Public Comment 
opened: 

Citizen Andrew Stich asked for an 
update regarding the 2013 investigation; 
the money we pay to the Election Board; 
and will Tribal Council be addressing the 
Prosecutor position up for appointment.

Citizen Linda Gokee commented 
on the Election Board not utilizing cost 
effi  cient teams support; the Tribal Court 
not having an Associate Judge and the 
Court’s view on Domestic Violence vic-
tims; the Court’s lack of communication 
with Human Services; the Chief Judge’s 
ethics; Tribal Council review of all stat-
utes that concern domestic situations; 
job posting processes; and the possibility 
of offi  ce closures this for December 26, 
2014 & January 2, 2015.

Andrew Stich asked about the Oda-
wa Fishery, Inc., request for reimburse-
ment funds.

12:12 p.m. Secretary Shananaquet 
arrived.

12:24 p.m. Lunch break
1:43 p.m.   Meeting resumes
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to acknowledge receipt of the Odawa 
Economic Development Management, 
Inc., as presented by Alan Proctor and 
Bryan Gillett.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 2–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe, Treasurer 
Reyes) Motion carried.

Treasurer Reyes returns at 1:53 
p.m.

Motion made by Secretary Shanan-

aquet and supported by Councilor Dene-
my to accept the nomination of Timothy 
MacArthur for Tribal Prosecutor and to 
set up an interview. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ap-
point Rochelle Ettawageshik to the Child 
Welfare Commission to a 3-year term 
ending December 18, 2017.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Coun-
cilor Denemy to amend the agenda to 
include the amended Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Inter-Tribal 
Council Of Michigan, Inc. (ITC) regard-
ing the Anishnaabek Healing Circle, Ac-
cess to Recovery Program (ARP).

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) for Use of the Strategic 
National Stockpile in the Event of a Mass 
Medical Emergency as received by the 
Executive. Motion withdrawn.              

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve the Partnership Memoran-
dum of Understanding with Northwest 
Michigan Brownfi eld Assessment Proj-
ect.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Denemy to 
approve the amended Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Inter-Tribal 
Council Of Michigan, Inc. (ITC) regard-
ing the Anishnaabek Healing Circle, Ac-
cess to Recovery Program (ATRP).

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ac-
knowledge receipt of the November 2014 
Executive Oversight Report, the Execu-
tive Recommended 2016 Government 
Wide Budget and the verbal Executive 
Report as presented by Interim Chair-
person Gasco-Bentley.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Offi  cer Reports:
Secretary Report
Th e following Tribal Council ad-

opted/approved documents were deliv-
ered to the Executive for signature: 

Waganakising Odawak Statute 
#2014-017: Leasing of Trust Lands 
signed by Executive on 11/25/14.

Tribal Resolution #112014-01; 
Supplemental Funding in the Amount of 
$72,000 for Burial Program signed by the 
Executive on 11/25/14.

Vetoes: None to report.
Phone Polls: Th e following phone 

polls were conducted:
Approve Request for Funding from 

Association of American Indian Physi-
cians Medical Equipment Grant LTBB 
Dental Clinic Nitrous Oxide Sedation 
Equipment. Vote: 6-yes, 1-no, 0-ab-
stained, 1-absent

Approve the Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians Ziibimijwang 
Forestry Management Plan dated 
11/25/14. Vote: 6-yes, 1-no, 0- abstained, 
1-absent

Approve Certifi ed Motion 
#120114-01; Funding from Assoc. of 
American Indian Physicians. Vote: 6-yes, 
1-no, 0- abstained, 1-absent

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Denemy to 
accept Secretary Shananaquet’s verbal re-
port as presented on December 18, 2014.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Treasurer Report  
Motion made by Councilor Otto 

and supported by Secretary Shananaquet 
to accept Treasurer Reyes’ verbal report 
as presented on December 18, 2014.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Reports:
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
accept Councilor Wemigwase verbal Re-
port for her attendance to the December 
White House Tribal Conference, Wash-
ington, DC.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Secretary Shananaquet 
to accept Treasurer Reyes verbal report 
for her attendance to the Inter Tribal 
Council Agriculture Meeting held in Las 
Vegas, NV.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to acknowledge receipt of Coun-
cilor Otto’s verbal report regarding Little 
Traverse Bay Bands tentative future Ho-
tel attachment at the Odawa Casino.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
3:22 p.m.  Public Comment 
Citizen Cathy Bradley commented 

the good work Councilor Otto did re-
searching hotel attachment.

3:23 p.m.  Public Comment closes
3:23 p.m.  Break
3:38 p.m.  Meeting resumes
Tribal Council Committee Re-

ports:
Agriculture Assessment Work 

Group 
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to accept the verbal report of the Agri-
culture Assessment Work Group as pre-
sented by Councilor Keshick, Committee 
Chairman. 

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 2–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried. 
Gaming Authority Committee:
Motion made by Secretary Shanan-

aquet and supported by Councilor Den-
emy to accept the verbal and attached 
2015 GAC Annual Budget report of the 
Gaming Authority Committee as pre-
sented by Councilor Otto, Committee 
Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Land and Reservation Commit-

tee:
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Law to accept the verbal report of the 
Land and Reservation Committee as pre-
sented by Councilor Keshick, Committee 
Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried. 
Legal Legislative Committee: 
Motion made by Secretary Shanan-

aquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to accept the verbal report of the Legal 
Legislative Committee as presented by 
Councilor Law, Committee member. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried. 
Ethics Committee: 
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to accept the verbal report of the Ethics 
Committee as presented by Councilor 
Otto, Committee Chairman. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  ce Reports: 
Treasury Director Report 
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Denemy to 
accept Treasury Director Garrow’s writ-
ten and verbal report as presented on 
December 18, 2014 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Legislative Services Attorney Re-

port
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to accept Legislative Services 
Attorney Donna Budnick’s written and 
verbal report as presented on December 
18, 2014. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Enjinaaknegeng 
4:53 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Law to go closed session for 
Land issue.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
5:05 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Law and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to return to open session.  

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to 

accept Enjinaaknegeng General 
Counsel James Bransky’s verbal and writ-
ten report as presented on December 18, 
2014. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
5:06 p.m.  Break
5:18 p.m.  Meeting resumes
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to Authorize Odawa Casino Resort to 
enter into a contract with TripAdvisor 
including TripAdvisor Business Listing 
Terms and Conditions.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to authorize the Tribal Court to 
enter into the Contract with the Michi-
gan Department of State to access driv-
er’s license records. Th e Tribal Council 
authorizes individual Court employees 
to execute affi  davits waiving their immu-
nity, but does not otherwise authorize a 
waiver of the sovereign immunity of the 
Tribe, its sub-entities, offi  cials and em-
ployees.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Law to approve BDO 2014 Letter of En-
gagement for audit of 401(k) plan, with 
limited waiver of sovereign immunity as 
stated therein to the extent of the con-
tract amount.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to au-
thorize the Chair to execute a document 
increasing the annual diesel quota in the 
Tax Agreement to 17,000 gallons.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to au-
thorize the action set out in Confi dential 
Memo 121814-01 by General Counsel 
James Bransky.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  ce Manager 
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
accept Legislative Offi  ce Manager La-
Count’s verbal and written report as pre-
sented on December 18, 2014.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Action Items: Motion made by 

Councilor Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Otto   to post the Migizi (Ea-
gle) Protection Draft  Statute to the Legis-
lative calendar in the Odawa Register as 
received from the Executive/Natural Re-
source Department, sponsored by Coun-
cilor Wemigwase and co-sponsored by 
Councilor Law.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Secretary 
Shananaquet to re-post to the Legislative 
Agenda in the Odawa Register the Vic-
tim’s Rights Statute, the Elder’s Commis-
sion Statute and the Donated Land Ac-
ceptance Statute.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Otto to approve travel for Tribal Coun-
cil to attend the 16th Annual Northern 
Michigan Small Farm Conference in 
Traverse City Michigan January 23 - 24, 
2015.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve Travel for Tribal Council to 
attend the Domestic Violence Prevention 
Training workshop, hosted by the Tribal 
Court and the National Council of Juve-
nile and Family Court Judges held at the 
Odawa Casino Resort in Petoskey, MI on 
January 12th-13th, 2015.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Councilor Law to 
approve travel for a Tribal Council Mem-
ber to attend the annual Midwest Tribal 
Budget Meeting on January 15, 2015 in 

Minneapolis MN.
Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–

Absent (Councilor Naganashe)
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Keshick to approve the issuance of a 
liquor license for sale of alcoholic bever-
ages solely for consumption on the prem-
ises at the Odawa Hotel, which is located 
on land held in trust for the Tribe by the 
United States at 1444 US 131 S. Petoskey, 
MI 49770, until the date of approval of 
Waganakising Odawak Statute 2009-019 
Liquor and Tobacco Licensing Board 
Statute by the Bureau of Indian Aff airs 
and authorizes the Tribal Chair to sign 
the license.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Otto to ap-
prove the issuance of a liquor license for 
sale of alcoholic beverages for consump-
tion on the premises at Odawa Casino 
Resort, which is located on land held in 
trust for the Tribe by the United States 
at 1760 Lears Road, and an “off -prem-
ises” license for wine sales at the “Just 
North” and the Sage Restaurant at the 
same address until the date of approval 
of Waganakising Odawak Statute 2009-
019 Liquor and Tobacco Licensing Board 
Statute by the Bureau of Indian Aff airs 
and authorizes the Tribal Chair to sign 
the license.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 2–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe, Treasurer 
Reyes) Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to approve a liquor license for Bi-
indigen for “off -premises” license to sell 
alcohol at 2169 U.S. 31 North, Petoskey, 
MI 49770 until the date of approval of 
Waganakising Odawak Statute 2009-019 
Liquor and Tobacco Licensing Board 
Statute by the Bureau of Indian Aff airs 
and authorizes the Tribal Chair to sign 
the license.   

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Keshick 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to authorize and approve the Tribal Trea-
surer sign the Independent Contracting 
Agreement with Wes Andrews for FY 
2015, regarding Tribal Historic Preser-
vation Offi  cer, Native American Graves 
Protection Repatriation Act, and Mich-
igan Anishinaabe Cultural Preservation 
and Repatriation Alliance services. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Keshick to 
table all Enrollment Approvals and Dec-
linations until such time that a full Coun-
cil is present per Tribal Constitution.  

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to approve Enrollment List C 
- Voluntary Relinquishment dated De-
cember 5, 2014 for a total of 1.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
    Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve Michelle Chingwa Educa-
tion Assistance Scholarship Regulations 
REG-WOS 2014-010-121014-001.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to approve Shirley Naganashe Old-
man Secondary Education Completion 
Award Regulations REG-WOS 2011-
016-121614-005.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Councilor Law 
to approve Tribal Council attendance at 
2015 Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians Corporate Charter meetings.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
    Motion made by Councilor 

Keshick and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#121814-01 Request for Funding from 
Futures without Violence Project Con-
nect 2.0: A Coordinated Public Health 
Initiative to Prevent and Respond to Vi-
olence Against Women Year 03’ Funding 
Increase.

“Minutes” continued from page 15.

“Minutes” continued on page 20.
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February
Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council Meeting
9 am Tribal Council Chambers

LTBB Annual Community 
Meeting - Planning Meeting
1 - 2 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312 

Appropriations and Finance 
Committee
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Election Board  Open 2 - 5 pm
To Accept Voter Registrations for the 
Primary Election 

Appropriations and Finance 
Committee
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Election Board Work Session
5 pm

Election Board  Open 12 - 5 pm
To Accept Candidate Nomination 
Petitions

Natural Resource 
Commission Meeting 
6 pm  Natural Resource Bldg.

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Election Board Work Session
4:30 pm

Election Board Meeting
12 pm

Child Welfare 
Commission Meeting
4:30 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312

Valentine’s Day
Youth/Elder Dance

6 pm
Waasnodegamik

Community Center

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Land and Reservation Committee 
Meeting
9 am Tribal Council Chambers 

Tribal Council Work Session
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Agriculture Assessment 
Work Group Meeting
4 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council Meeting
9 am Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Gaming Authority Committee 
Meeting
10 am Tribal Council Chambers 

Natural Resource 
Commission Meeting 
6 pm  Natural Resource Bldg.

Elders Luncheon at Noon Election Board Work Session
4:30 pm

Election Board Meeting
12 pm

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel Pool, Petoskey, MI 
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm
Call 231-242-1423 for details

Sunday
(Name-Giizhigat)

Monday
(Ntam-Nokii-Giizhigat)

Tuesday
(Niizho-Giizhigat)

Wednesday
(Nso-Giizhigat)

Thursday
(Niiwo-Giizhigat)

Friday
(Naano-Giizhigat)

Saturday
(Nwebi-Giizhigat)

Agriculture Assessment 
Work Group Meeting
4 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Legal and Legislative Cmte. Mtg.
9 am Tribal Council Chambers

Tribal Council Work Session
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Housing Commission Meeting
4 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312

LTBB Annual Community 
Meeting - Planning Meeting
1 - 2 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312 

Citizenship Commission Meeting
5:30 pm Govt. Center Room 118

2015 GooniGnebig 
Damnawin

4 pm
Governmental 

Center
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mental dangers posed by marijuana production on 
public lands; and preventing marijuana possession 
or use on federal property. 

Tribes would need to avoid these eight enforce-
ment triggers, which apply to state marijuana sales, 
if they choose to grow and sell marijuana on tribal 
lands under applicable tribal laws.  

Possession of marijuana is a federal crime in 
the United States. In a statement, the DOJ said U.S. 
Attorneys will review tribal marijuana policies on a 
case-by-case basis, and prosecutors retain the right 
to enforce federal law. 

Despite President Barack Obama hosting the 
White House Tribal Nations Conference in early 
December 2014, no mention was made of this mem-
orandum there. 

Th e memorandum acknowledges tribes are 
sovereign nations, therefore, they have the right to 
pass their own laws regarding the growing and sell-
ing of marijuana on their tribal lands.  

It is illegal to possess, use, sell, manufacture and/
or distribute marijuana in the State of Michigan and 
on LTBB tribal lands except for medicinal purposes. 
In the Waganakising Odawa Tribal Code of Law, it 
states, “It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, 
sell, manufacture, and/or distribute any controlled 
substance defi ned and/or described in the Uniform 
Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. Section 812, as 
updated, without prior authorization.” 

Th e Michigan Medical Marihuana Act was ap-
proved by Michigan voters on November 4, 2008. 

On January 9, 2011, the LTBB Tribal Council 
passed WOS 2011-002 Medical Marijuana Patient 

Protection with then Tribal Chairman Ken Har-
rington signing it into law on February 8, 2011. Th e 
purpose of the statute is to provide protection for 
LTBB Tribal Citizens or others that would otherwise 
be approved under State of Michigan law for patient 
utilization of medical marijuana. Th e statute states, 
“It shall be legal for Tribal Citizens and others on 
Tribal lands to obtain, possess, transport, manufac-
ture or use medical marijuana, provided the follow-
ing: 1. Th e individual is a qualifying patient and has 
been issued and possesses a registry identifi cation 
card under applicable laws of the State of Michigan; 
2. Th e individual is a caregiver as authorized under 
State of Michigan law, to obtain, possess, transport 
within the State of Michigan, or manufacture medi-
cal marijuana from obtaining, possessing, transport-
ing within Tribal Lands, or manufacturing medical 
marijuana on a qualifying patient’s behalf; or 3. Is 
a pharmacy or other entity authorized under State 
of Michigan law, to distribute medical marijuana to 
qualifying patients from obtaining, possessing or 
distributing medical marijuana to such qualifying 
patients on Tribal Lands.” 

On January 16, 2015, the Billings Gazette report-
ed the Fort Peck Tribal Executive Board approved a 
resolution 7-4 on January 12, 2015 to legalize medi-
cal marijuana on the reservation. Th e Billings Gazette 
further reported the board set a deadline of June 1, 
2015 to work out details like laws, amendments to 
existing laws, fi nding suitable grow sites, the most 
eff ective ways to grow and establishing tribal pre-
scription cards.  

Courtesy graphic. 

Clark were laying out fabric swatches for a new quilt 
while Marcella Fisher was working with her daugh-
ter, Linda Fisher McGeorge, tying a quilt on a frame. 
Wilbur and Caroline Kurburski shared some of the 
history of the Grange and its quilters. Wilbur is the 
Grange #730 Master or now known today as Presi-
dent. 

Th e group was originally housed in downtown 
Harbor Springs, MI, but aft er the building was 
sold, it was relocated to the workspace at the First 
Presbyterian Church on Cemetery Road in Har-
bor Springs. Th ey now meet every Th ursday in the 
Gathering Place at the church. Th e group has been 
making quilts for more than 40 years. Th ey receive 
donations of fabric, batting, blankets sewing notions 
and such in order to make all of the quilts. Th e hard-
est item to have enough of is the batting. Batting is 
the layer in between the top and back of the quilt 
which gives it the soft ness and warmth. Many times, 

the quilters make due by placing bed blankets in 
place of batting. Th ey use fabric of all sorts, cotton, 
polyester double knit, dress fabrics, curtain fabrics, 
salesman samples, etc. 

Th e Harbor Springs Grange Quilters provide 
quilts for the Mary Margaret House and Nehemiah 
House, homeless shelters located in Petoskey, MI, 
and the Manna Food Project, a food pantry in Peto-
skey, MI. Th ey also work with the local 4-H commu-
nity, help with local roadside trash pick-up and even 
helped to paint the Andrew J. Blackbird Museum in 
Harbor Springs, MI.

I was glad to have an opportunity to meet this 
great group of people who want to continue giving 
back to the local community. Th e Harbor Springs 
Grange Quilters are always looking for new mem-
bers. If you would like to enjoy a wonderful expe-
rience working with these great people, please join 
them in their quilting endeavor! You do not have 
to be a Grange member to help. Take a day out to 
try it, you may fi nd out you love it. You don’t sew? 
Th at is OK!  You don’t have to have experience to 
be needed. Th ere are many steps to be taken, from 
arranging fabrics to setting up the quilt frame and 
tying the quilt together. I promise you that you will 
be warmly welcomed and soon feel comfortable in 
the project. Still don’t want to quilt? Th at is OK, too! 
You can still help make a diff erence in someone’s life 
by donating needed supplies like fabric or batting 
and blankets. It only takes a few kindnesses to make 
a big diff erence.

If you would like more information about the 
Grange or would like to be involved with the Harbor 
Springs Grange Quilters, please call 231-526-5227.

  Photos by Pre-Press Graphic Specialist Wendy 
Congdon.

Standing from left  to right is Wilbur Kurburski, Caroline Kurburski, Jean Schlappi, Marcella Fisher and Linda Fisher McGeorge.  
Sitting at the table is Helen Clark.

“Quilters” continued from page 1.

“DOJ” continued from page 1.
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Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–

Absent (Councilor Naganashe)
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Keshick 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve Certifi ed Motion # 121814-
02 Request for Funding from the United 
States Department of the Interior, Bureau 
of Indian Aff airs, FY2015 Fish Hatchery 
Maintenance Project.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Keshick 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve Certifi ed Motion # 121814-
03 Request for Funding from the United 
States Department of the Interior, Bureau 
of Indian Aff airs, FY2015 Circle of Flight 
Project.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Councilor Otto 
to approve Certifi ed Motion # 121814-
04 Request for Funding from the United 
States Department of the Interior, Bu-
reau of Indian Aff airs, FY2015 BIA GLRI 
Fisheries Habitat Monitoring Project.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to approve Certifi ed Motion # 

121814-05 Request for Funding from 
Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality FY 2016 Coastal Zone Manage-
ment Program Beaver Island Invasive 
Species Control Project.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to approve the Odawa Economic Devel-
opment Management, Inc. conceptual 
site plan version November 21, 2014.  

Vote:  2-Yes, 4-No (Councilor Kes-
hick, Treasurer Reyes, Councilor Dene-
my, Secretary Shananaquet), 1-Abstained 
(Councilor Otto), 1–Absent (Councilor 
Naganashe) Motion fails.

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Law to request the Executive to fi le a 
police complaint and to allow staff  to in-
vestigate the illegal Tree cutting in Cross 
Village Michigan trust land parcel 05-04-
33-401-060.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
pursue parcel 84.

Vote:  6-Yes, 1-No (Secretary 
Shananaquet), 0-Abstained, 1–Absent 
(Councilor Naganashe) Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Dene-
my and supported by Councilor Law to 
approve 2015 Reservations Natural Re-

source Rules and Regulations REG WOS 
2001-004 121814-005-A, and 2015 1836 
Ceded Territory Rules and Regulations 
REG-WOS 2001-004 121814-005-B

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kes-

hick and supported by Councilor Otto 
to adopt Tribal Resolution: Supplemental 
Funding in the Amount of $9,000 for the 
Election Board. 

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-yes, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-yes Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Otto to 
adopt Tribal Resolution: Supplemental 
Funding not to exceed $733,000 payable 
to loan servicer, Community Reinvest-
ment Fund, in repayment of the principle 
balance remaining for the loan with In-
dian Land Capital Company which was 
initially utilized to purchase 312.5 acres 
of land known as the Ziibimijwang Farm, 
to come from prior period funds.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-yes, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-yes  Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Keshick 
and supported by Councilor Denemy to 

adopt Tribal Resolution: Reimbursement 
of Funds in the Amount of $37,529 for 
Building Maintenance Upkeep Costs as 
Incurred by the Odawa Fishery, Inc.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-no, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-no Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Kes-
hick and supported by Councilor Law to 
pass the Amendment to Land Use Build-
ing Statute.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-no, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-no  Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Kes-
hick and supported by Secretary Shanan-
aquet to pass the Constitutionally Man-
dated Compensation for Tribal Council.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-no, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
no, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-no, Councilor Wemigwase-
no, Treasurer Reyes-no, Secretary 
Shananaquet-yes Motion fails.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Otto to 
adopt Tribal Resolution: Gaming Au-
thority FY 2015 Budget in the amount 
of $110,000 to be reimbursed by Odawa 
Casino Resort.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 

Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-yes, Councilor Wemigwase-
no, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-no  Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Denemy and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to amend the agenda to in-
clude Tribal Resolution, Funding for FY 
2015 $135,000.00 Shortfall for Min-A-
Mskiki Gumik.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Denemy and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to adopt Tribal Resolution: 
Funding for FY 2015, $135,000.00 Short-
fall for Min-A-Mskiki Gumik to come 
from Indian Health Service carryover 
funds.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-yes, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-yes,  Motion carried

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
amend the agenda to include Tribal Res-
olution: Tribal Historic Preservation Of-
fi cer Transfer of Funds, and the posting 
of the Personal Protection Statute.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to post 
to the Legislative Calendar in the Odawa 
Register the Personal Protection Statute 
as sponsored by Councilor Wemigwase. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to adopt Resolution:  Transfer of Funds 
in the amount of $40,000 from the Ex-
ecutive Budget to the Legislative Branch 
Budget to support the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Offi  ce of Protection and 
Management.

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, 
Councilor Keshick-yes, Councilor Law-
yes, Councilor Naganashe-absent, Coun-
cilor Otto-yes, Councilor Wemigwase-
yes, Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary 
Shananaquet-yes Motion carried.

Adjournment 
7:02 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Denemy and supported by Council-
or Law to adjourn meeting. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 2–
Absent (Councilor Naganashe, Council-
or Law) Motion carried.

Next Scheduled Meeting
January 8, 2015
Please contact the Legislative Offi  ce 

at 231-242-1403, 231-242-1404 for addi-
tional updates and clarifi cations of these 
minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read and 
approved as corrected:

Julia A. Shananaquet, Tribal Coun-
cil Secretary                    Date

“Minutes” continued from page 16.
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Editor’s note: Th e following is a National Con-
gress of American Indians press release dated De-
cember 19, 2014. 

Today (December 19, 2014), the National Con-
gress of American Indians (NCAI) is announcing 
the results of joint eff orts with Google to ensure 
better visibility for Indian reservations in the United 
States on Google Maps. During the past year, Goo-
gle launched several improvements for the way res-
ervations appear on Google Maps, including label-
ing reservations, highlighting reservation borders in 
search results and ensuring their reservation dataset 
is as comprehensive as possible. Th e most recent up-
date was rolled out in November 2014 to coincide 
with Native American Heritage Month.

In 2012, NCAI and the Google American Indi-
an Network co-hosted a summit at the Googleplex 
in Mountain View, CA. At the summit, tribal leaders 
underscored the role of tribal nations as fi rst Ameri-
can governments, explained the signifi cance of land 
to Native peoples and urged Google to consider 
closer partnerships with Native peoples as the fi rst 
American innovators. 

As a result of those discussions, Google Maps 
now makes it easier than ever to search for federally 
recognized tribal reservations. Th e project was led 
by the Google American Indian Network (GAIN) 

and the Google Earth Outreach (GEO) team in close 
collaboration with NCAI and the Tribal Technology 
Taskforce. Including reservations on Google Maps 
is an important part of creating a comprehensive 
map of the United States and the world. Google and 
NCAI worked together to accurately represent res-
ervation labels, borders and additional details in a 
way that was respectful of indigenous communities. 

Welcoming the development, NCAI President 
Brian Cladoosby released the following statement: 

“NCAI congratulates Google on this import-
ant innovation to acknowledge the place of tribal 
nations in the American family of governments. 
America’s 566 federally recognized tribes are ac-
knowledged alongside foreign nations and state 
governments in the U.S. Constitution, and they 
have jurisdiction over a land base of over 100 mil-
lion acres. Th is land base is larger than all but three 

American states. Th anks to the partnership between 
NCAI and the GAIN and GEO teams, the lands of 
America’s fi rst governments are now clearly high-
lighted on Google Maps. We look forward to our 
ongoing partnership to improve the representation 
of tribal lands on Google Maps.

Th is is a great step forward to acknowledge the 
place of tribes in the past, present and future of the 
United States, but it is not the last. NCAI will con-
tinue to build partnerships with tech companies like 
Google to ensure the fi rst American innovators re-
main on the front lines of 21st century innovation.“

Courtesy graphics. 

N C A I  C O N G R A T U L A T E S  G O O G L E  O N  C H A N G E S  T O  B E T T E R  A C K N O W L E D G E 
T R I B A L  N A T I O N S  O N  G O O G L E  M A P S

About the Program
Th e STEP-UP (Short-Term Research Experi-

ence Program for Underrepresented Persons) Pro-
gram provides hands-on summer research experi-
ence for 11th and 12th grade high school students 
interested in exploring research careers. 

Th e overall goal of STEP-UP is to build and 
sustain a biomedical, behavioral, clinical and social 
science research pipeline focused on NIDDK’s (Na-
tional Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kid-
ney) core mission areas of  diabetes, endocrinology 
and metabolic diseases; digestive diseases and nutri-
tion; kidney, and urologic and hematologic diseases.

Program Highlights
• 8 to 10 weeks of full-time research experi-

ence with fl exible starting dates.
• Students receive a summer research stipend.
• Students are assigned to one of four high 

school STEP-UP Coordinator Centers to help coor-
dinate and monitor their summer research experi-
ence.

• Students are not required to relocate in order 
to conduct their summer research.

• Students are encouraged to choose a research 
institution and/or mentor near their hometown or 
within commuting distance of their residence. 

• Students receive training in the responsible 
conduct of research.

• All-paid travel expenses to the Annual STEP-
UP Research Symposium held on NIH’s (National 
Institutes of Health’s) main campus in Bethesda, 

MD. 
• Students are given the opportunity to conduct 

a formal oral and poster presentation at the sympo-
sium.

Eligibility Requirements 
Applicants must
• Be a U.S. Citizen, non-citizen national or legal 

permanent resident. 
• Be in their junior or senior year of high school 

(at the time of the application). 
• Have a minimum overall 2.75 GPA (on a 4.0 

scale). 
• Have personal medical/health insurance cov-

erage throughout the duration of the program. 
Applicants must also meet one or more of the 

following: 
• Come from racial or ethnic groups that have 

been shown by the National Science Foundation to 
be underrepresented in bio-medical sciences on a 
national basis. 

• Come from a disadvantaged background as 
defi ned by annual family income and/or be fi rst 
generation college bound. 

• Diagnosed with a disability that substantially 
limits one of more major life activities. 

• If applicable, select the American Indian/Alas-
ka Native when fi lling out the online application. 

Students applying to the program must
Complete and successfully submit the online 

application along with the following: 
• A personal statement with no more than 600 

words 
• Contact two academic references for letters of 

recommendation 
• Order an offi  cial academic transcript refl ect-

ing all earned credits through December. 
Applications accepted until February 15, 2015. 
Please visit http://tinyurl.com/stepupprogram2 

for instructions on completing the application pro-
cess. 

Th e STEP-UP Program is a federally funded 
program managed and supported by the Offi  ce of 
Minority Health Research Coordination in the Na-
tional Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kid-
ney at the National Institutes of Health.      

Courtesy graphic. 

S T E P - U P  H I G H  S C H O O L  P R O G R A M  A C C E P T I N G  A P P L I C A T I O N S  U N T I L 
F E B R U A R Y  1 5
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not limited to, ordering them to pay Plaintiff s for 
their reasonable costs and attorney fees necessitated 
by Defendants’ actions in connection with the prior 
recall election, and such other sanctions as are nec-
essary to deter similar violations in the future; and 
4. Award such other relief as the Court deems just, 
necessary and proper under the law.”

In their motion to dismiss fi led on December 2, 
2014, the LTBB Election Board requested “dismiss-
al of Plaintiff s’ Complaint for lack of subject matter 
jurisdiction due to the Complaint being fi led outside 
of the constitutionally-prescribed period.” 

According to the LTBB Constitution, any reg-
istered voter of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians may challenge for cause the results 
of any election by fi ling a written challenge with the 
Tribal Court within 10 days aft er the election. Th e 
complaint fi led by Kiogima and DeLeon was fi led on 
December 1, 2014, 14 days aft er the recall election 
was held on November 17, 2014. 

In their response, Kiogima and DeLeon re-
quested “that the Court deny Defendants’ Motion, 
arguing that their Complaint was timely fi led as the 
Tribal Court was closed 10 consecutive days aft er the 
recall election concluded on November 17, 2014 for 
the Th anksgiving holiday and Plaintiff s fi led on the 
‘fi rst available day they could aft er the Tribal Court 
reopened for business.’” 

In his ruling dated December 14, 2014, LTBB Pro 
Tempore Judge Patrick Shannon wrote, “Aft er con-
sidering Defendants’ Motion to Dismiss and Plan-
tiff s’ Response, and reviewing any applicable case 
law, the Court notes that the LTBB Appellate Court 
has issued an opinion interpreting the language at 
issue that is controlling in this matter. Specifi cally, 
in Harrington v. LTBB Election Bd., No. A-019-1011 
(LTBB Ct. App. 2012), the Appellate Court held that 
the Constitution’s ‘ten’ days limitation for challeng-
ing election results refers to ‘ten consecutive days, 
without regard for weekends, holidays, or days when 
tribal administrative offi  ces are open or closed.’ In 
reaching this decision, the Appellate Court neces-
sarily, by noting that weekends, holidays, and days 
when tribal administrative offi  ces are open or closed, 
considered and concluded that citizens challenging 
election results would not have ten ‘business days’ 
in which to fi le a valid petition, a point which inval-
idates Plantiff s’ eff orts to distinguish prior opinions 

from the case at hand. Th erefore, in light of the LTBB 
Appellate Court’s controlling opinion in Harrington 
v. LTBB Election Bd., No. A-019-1011 (LTBB Ct. 
App. 2012), IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Defen-
dants’ Motion to Dismiss is GRANTED. Plantiff s’ 
Complaint is DISMISSED. IT IS SO ORDERED.”

Despite the dismissal of the complaint, the 
LTBB Election Board cannot certify the recall elec-
tion results because Kiogima and DeLeon fi led an 
appeal with the LTBB Appellate Court on December 
18, 2014. 

According to the LTBB Constitution, the elec-
tion shall be certifi ed and the results posted by the 
Election Board 10 business days aft er the election if 
there are no unresolved challenges pending. 

As of January 19, 2015 when this newsletter 
was sent to the printer, the appeal did not appear on 
the Weekly Tribal Court Docket, so it is unknown 
when the appeal will be heard by the LTBB Appellate 
Court. 

Until the challenge is resolved, Regina Gas-
co-Bentley will continue to serve as LTBB Tribal 
Chairperson with Kiogima and DeLeon on paid 
leave of absence per WOS 2013-001. WOS 2013-001 
states, “If the preliminary non-certifi ed results show 
that the elected offi  cial subject to the recall was suc-
cessful in the recalling of the offi  cial, then the offi  -
cial shall be placed on paid leave of absence until the 
Election Board certifi es the election results.” WOS 
2013-001 further states, “Th e offi  cial on paid leave of 
absence shall receive his or her compensations as set 
forth by Tribal Statute. Th e offi  cial on paid leave of 
absence shall have all the duties, authority and priv-
ileges associated with the offi  cial’s position suspend-
ed. Such suspension shall include barring access to 
confi dential information, tribal records, properties 
and equipment associated with the position.”

According to the unoffi  cial recall election re-
sults released immediately following the election 
on November 17, 2014, Kiogima was removed by a 
379-325 vote (53.84% to 46.16%) and DeLeon was 
removed by a 384-315 vote (54.94% to 45.06%). Ac-
cording to the LTBB Constitution, elected offi  cials 
shall be recalled upon a majority vote if at least 30% 
of the registered voters vote in the recall election. Of 
the 1,703 registered voters, 706 ballots were cast for 
41.46%.  

To read the ruling in Case No. C-205-1214, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/electionchallenge.

tion by confi ning wolves to a small area in the Great 
Lakes region—where state politicians and agency 
offi  cials have rushed forward with reckless killing 
programs which threaten wolves with the very same 
practices which pushed them to the brink of extinc-
tion in the fi rst place.

Jonathan Lovvorn, Senior Vice President and 
Chief Counsel for Animal Protection Litigation 
at the HSUS, said, “In the short time since federal 
protections have been removed, trophy hunters and 
trappers have killed more than 1,500 Great Lakes 
wolves under hostile state management programs 
that encourage dramatic reductions in wolf popula-
tions. We are pleased that the court has recognized 
that the basis for the delisting decision was fl awed, 
and would stop wolf recovery in its tracks.”

In its 111-page ruling, the court chided the US-
FWS for failing to explain why it ignored the poten-
tial for further recovery of wolves into areas of its 
historic range which remain viable habitat for the 
species. Th e court also noted the USFWS has failed 
to explain how the “virtually unregulated” killing of 
wolves by states in the Great Lakes region does not 
constitute a continued threat to the species. 

Following federal delisting, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota rushed to enact emergency regulations 
to allow the fi rst public hunting and trapping sea-
sons in the Great Lakes region in more than 40 
years. Th e states authorized some of the most abu-
sive and unsporting practices, including hound 
hunting, snares, baiting, electronic calls and the use 
of leg hold traps. Wisconsin’s wolf hunt ended this 

year aft er killing 154 wolves – 80% of them in leg 
hold traps. And in Minnesota, 272 gray wolves were 
killed – 84% of the wolves in this year’s late season 
were trapped.

Th e Michigan legislature also passed three 
separate laws to designate wolves as a game species 
in its zeal to allow the state to authorize a trophy 
hunting and trapping season for wolves and to un-
dermine a fair election by Michigan voters on wolf 
hunting. However, in response to a referendum 
campaign launched by the HSUS and other animal 
welfare and conservation groups and Native Ameri-
can tribes, the 2014 wolf hunt was canceled and vot-
ers in Michigan soundly rejected sport hunting of 
wolves in the recent November election.

Despite rhetoric from state politicians about 
wolf depredation of livestock, a new study of 25 
years of wolf data has shown hunting wolves may 
increase livestock losses.  Michigan lawmakers re-
lied on false stories about wolves to push through a 
hunting season and had to apologize for misleading 
statements. 

Today’s ruling by the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia follows another ruling by the 
same court in September which rejected the USF-
WS’s decision to delist wolves in the State of Wyo-
ming. Th e HSUS was also a plaintiff  in the Wyoming 
litigation.

Th e plaintiff s in the Great Lakes lawsuit were 
represented in the case by Schiff  Hardin, LLP and 
attorneys within Th e HSUS’ Animal Protection Lit-
igation section. 

Courtesy photo. 

“Challenge” continued from page 1.

“Wolf hunt ends” continued from page 1.
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Birthdays Birthdays

Happy birthday to Aunt 
Tina, whose special day is Feb-
ruary 19th. We hope your day is 
as wonderful as you are. We love 
and miss you, Collin, Braden 
and Kaitlynn Sutton.

Happy birthday to our 
nephew, Matthew Gasco, on 
February 18. Hope you have a 
wonderful day.  Uncle Tom and 
Aunt Marcia.

Happy 2nd birthday to Miss 
Mya Leigh Butts from her lov-
ing family!!! You’re such a big 
girl now. Love, Mommy, Daddy, 
Priscylla and Gabrielle.

Happy birthday to our niece 
and cousin, Tina Peterson, on 
February 19. Hope you have the 
best day ever. Aunt “D,” Uncle 
John, Wayner, Angie and Chris.

Happy birthday to our 
nephew and cousin, Matthew 
Gasco, on February 18. You are 
an awesome young man. Aunt 
“D,” Uncle John, Wayne, Angie 
and Chris.

To my eldest child, Adam, 
Mnodibishkin! It has been 30 
years now that you have been 
part of my life. May you fi nd the 
light! Peace, blessings and much 
love always! 

Walking On...

Michael L. Kiogima, Sr., 52
Loving husband, father and 

grandfather, Michael L. Kiogima 
Sr., 52, walked on from this life 
in the early aft ernoon hours of 
December 14, 2014 at McLaren 
Northern Michigan in Petos-
key, MI. Mike was born on July 
3, 1962, the son of Archie and 
Dorothy (Adams) Kiogima in 
Petoskey, MI, where he grew up 
and attended school. On May 30, 
1986, Mike married his love and 
soul mate, Vickky Cool, in Peto-
skey, MI. Together, they raised 
two daughters and a son, each of 
whom were the center of his uni-
verse. To those who knew him 
best, Mike was silly, quirky and 
fun and fi ercely loyal to family 
and close friends. He was a gift -
ed guitar player who loved ani-
mals, cars, motorcycles and fi sh-
ing. Mike is survived by his wife, 
Vickky, and by their two daugh-
ters, Tiahia (James) Lappan and 
Dorothy Kiogima (Justin Pagel), 
and son, Michael L. Kiogima, 
Jr. Mike’s grandchildren include 
Sophia, Emma, Owen, Kierra 
and Noah. His surviving broth-
ers and sisters include Patricia 
DeHainey, Darlene Mulholland, 
Jane Martell, Archie Kiogima, 
Jr., Th omas Kiogima, Carol Ki-
ogima and Keith Kiogima, Sr. 
He is also survived by his father-
in-law, Roy Cool, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Mike was 
preceded in death by his parents, 
Archie and Dorothy, and by his 
mother-in-law, Patricia Cool. 

Miigwetch
Th e family of Michael Ki-

ogima, Sr. would like to thank 
everyone who helped him on his 
journey.  S e n d i n g 

Happy 3rd Birth-
day wishes to 
our Leap Year 
Baby! Grayson 
Tyler, we hope  
your birthday is 
a great one, fi lled 
with lots of cake. 
Love you much, 
Meema, Momma 
& brother, Car-
ter. Love you, Pa. 
Love you, Gma & 
Gpa. 

S e n d i n g 
Happy 8th Birth-
day wishes to our 
Valentine’s Day 
Girl: Aya Khalaf. 
Love, Grandma 
& Grandpa Naga-
nashe, Aunt Th e-
resa and cousins, 
Ashley, Carter & 
Grayson.

Happy birthday to our 
daughter, Tina Peterson, 
whose special day is February 
19th. Hope this year brings you 
many wonderful things. Love 
and Miss you, Mom and Dad.

Mno Dibishkaan Ndaanis 
Carla Ozawamick on February 
25th.  I am so proud of you and 
the work you are doing for An-
ishinaabemowin. It is a diffi  cult 
road to follow, and it takes some-
one like you to carry it forward. 
Dedication, perseverance, suc-
cess describe Ndaanis ...  Pane 
Gazaagin, Gashi.

Mno Dibishkaan Noshenh 
Netawn Kiogima-Smith, whose 
special day is February 19th! I am 
so thankful you and your family 
are back living in our home-
land. I am proud to say Noshenh 
is a language teacher at Petoskey 
High School and Harbor Springs 
High School where students earn 
their language requirements in 
Anishinaabemowin for gradu-
ation.  It makes me happy to see 
your dreams come true! Many 
more to come!  Pane Gazaagin, 
Nokomis.

Happy 43rd birthday to Kathy 
VanDeCar on February 24. 
May your Michigan State Spar-
tans be forever victorious! We 
hope you enjoy your special 
day. Th ank you for everything 
you do for us. From the Brassy 
Lady, the Old Man, General 
Junior and Sonny Boy. 
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