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Support of the Supreme Court Project Amicus Brief in the case of
Adoptive Couple v. Baby Girl

the Waganakising Odawak Nation, known as the Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians, and its citizens are vested with inherent sovereignty and right

to self-governance;

the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians is a federally recognized
Indian Tribe under Public Law 103-324, and is a party to numerous Treaties
with the United States the most recent of which being the Treaty of
Washington of March 28, 1836 (7 Stat. 491) and the Treaty of Detroit of 1855
(11 Stat. 621);

the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, according to the Tribal
Constitution, Directive Principles, is directed to * Promote with special care
the healih, educational and economic interests of all the people, especially
our children and elders, and shall protect them from social injustice and all
Jorms of exploitation”;

‘The U.S. Supreme Court will soon hear a case—Adoptive Couple v. Baby
Girl—that deals with two questions pertaining to the implementation of the
Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)(1) who is a “parent” or father under ICWA
and (2) whether application of the “Existing Indian Family Doctrine” is the

correct interpretation of this law.

the case potentially implicates the scope of the Supreme Court's critical
holding in Morfon v. Mancari, which protects federal Indian laws and
programs from equal protection challenges on the grounds that they are based

on the political status of Indians as members of federally recognized tribes,

Certified Motion 020813-02 Support of the Supreme Court Project Amicus Brief in the case of
Adoptive Couple v. Baby Girl Secretary Gasco Bentley 2 g

Page 1 of 2



o ._rather than 011 race. If :the Supreme Court deeldes to take up’ thJS issue, 1t could
n’ outs1de ICWA context SR :

s have major reper ussmns

s REA _777_.:-:The Tnbal S-: remme Court OJect is workmg du'ectly Wl‘th the aﬁomeys'7

" '_.ma %asco Bentley, Sec:retary

: ., - Vi'cemﬁed Motlon 020813-02 Support of the Supreme Couxt Prolect Amlcus Briefin the case of R
Lo Adoptive Coup ley. B aby G’ﬂ SRR Secretary Gasco BentleY ﬁ!ﬁ '
a _:'_,Pagezofz S LR SRS _




