Tribal Council Security Aaron Otto
FDPIR Tribal Consultation Travel Report February 21-24

| arrived at the airport about ohe hour before my flight left. Joe VanAlstine was already there. |
was not surprised in the least. | was running a bit late and assumed he would already be there.

I went through security as i have many time before with no big differences. | removed my hat,
shoes, and belt, then emptied my pockets as required. | stepped through the security point and
| made it through with with ease. My experience over the last few years has sped up this
process for me. Once on the other side of security | quickly put my self back together. | gathered
my thing and promptly got on to the plane.

We arrived in Detroit and i grabbed a soda at one of the stores in the airport and sat and played
an my phone until it was time to board our planc to BC.

The flight was uneventful and joe and | ended up sitting next to each other on the plane, When
we arrived in DC 1 followed Joe to the Metro and he helped me purchase a Metro Card. We got
on to the Metro and headed for the Chrystal City Marriott. We got off the metro and stared
walking, through what seemed like an underground town, to the hotel. it was not too far away
and we shortly arrived. Little did we know that the Marriot had two Hotels in the same area and
went to the wrong one. So we headed out once again to the underground city and walk just a
little bit away and found the rith Marriott checked in and headed to our rooms.

| got to my room and unpacked my things and sat down to relax. It had been about an hour, Joe
and | agreed to meet to eat, so i headed down to the restaurant located in the hotel. t ordered a
Ciub Sandwich and Joe and i talked abit about what to expect the next day. We agreed to meet

at around 9:30am to eat and head out to cur meeting.

twoke up early feeling refreshed. | got ready gathered the things i nceded and headed down
stairs to meet Joe. | had some bacon, sausage, eggs, pineapple and a waffle.

After breakfast we headed back down to the Metro and headed to the Navajo Embassy The
Navajo Embassy was nice and they were very hospitable.

The Tribal Leaders Pre-Meeting regarding the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
(FOPIR) was supposed to start at 1:00pm but it did not start rolling until around 1:30pm. the
meeting started out with a small presentation regarding the nutrition in the food package. for
More information on the food package see attached document “Science of the Food Puckage:
Key Fact.”

We shortly moved on to setting our agenda of items to discuss with the USDA representatives.
We decided that it would be wise to be as “to the peint” as possible. We came up with five

requests that we wanted to touch on.

1. Request: To establish a permanent Tribal Leader Consultation Working Group




2. Request: To increased funding for FDPIR

3. Request: To make incorporating Traditional Foods into the package a priority.
4. Request: To preserve the FDPIR and do not merge with SNAP

5. Request: To improve the quality of the food package.

For a detaild outline of the requests and discussion topics please see attached “Key Points of
Consideration” document,

After the meeting Joe and i went to a restaurant to eat i got the Spicy BBQ Korean Burrito it was
pretty good.

After dinner we took the Metro back to the hotel and went to sleep.

Our agreed time to meet in the morning was /:00am. We had breakfast i had the same as i did
the day before. We eat quickly and started our walk to the Metro. After a short ride we got off
the Metro and continue our trek to the Whitten Building that houses the USDA offices.

After a short wait we started the meeting. The main representatives of the USDA were Deputy
Secretary Krysta Harden and Undersecretary Kevin Concannon and their staff.

There is a rough transcript of the meeting attached. {see “FDPIR Tribo! Consultation Meeting
2/23/2016")

A summatry of the meeting is provided as well. (see “FDPIR Tribal Leaders Consultation Meeting:
Summary February 23, 2016)”

We had lunch at the Witten Building. | had some fruit and salad.

After the lunch we had a debriefing meeting and discussed what had been said during the
meeting. A second meeting dat was discussed and we tanded on a date sometime in April.

Joe and | left the debriefing meeting and headed back to the hotel. Later that evening we went
to dinnet at a nearby restaurant. | had the Chicken Cheese Steak Sandwich and a diet Soda. We
cat a talked for a bit and then went back to the hotel to so we had time ro pack up and get
ready for our flight home.

| woke up in the maming gathered the remainder of my things and headed back down to the
lobby and checked out. | had plenty of time to eat so | went and grabbed something to eat and |
had the same thing as the previous two days. loe Met up with me shortly after i started eating
and joined me,

We got back on the Metro and started our journey home. We made it to the air port and got
through security with ease.

Our flight was Delayed for a bit so we sat and talked for a hit.



The airline was asking for volunteers to check their carryons so i gladly did so. We finally
boarded the plane with some concern of missing our next flight. The plane ride was nice i took a
little nap and talked with Joe and the person sitting next to me for a bit. Next thing i knew we
were landing. | checked my phone to see how our second flight was doing because the time had
passed to board the plane home. Luckily the flight was delayed a little as well, we had about ten
minutes to get there so joe and i took off as quick as we could to get to our connecting flight. A
little out of breath and sore i made it to the gate to find that it was delayed even more and no
rushing was necessary. We waited and shortly got on to the flight and headed home.

We arrived at the Peliston Airport in no time and 1 said my good byes to Joe and met up with my
family to grab something to eat.



FDPIR Tribal Leaders Consultation Meeting: Summary
February 23, 2016

Lieutenant Governor Keel first addressed the issue of establishing a
permanent Tribal leaders consultation group, consistent with Executive
Order 13175 and other relevant legal authorities.
Governor Mountain first addressed the issue of more adequate funding for
infrastructure: for facilities, for vehicles, for nutrition education, and food,
as well as the carryover policy.
o Multiple Tribal leaders echoed Governor Mountain’s request for more
funding.
President Begave first addressed the issue of purchasing more traditional
foods, possibly as a regional model, directly from Tribally owned food
husinesses and farms so that the package could stimulate Tribal economies
at the same time as it provided healthy traditional food.
o Multiple Tribal leaders echoed President Begaye’s request for
traditional foods in the package.
* All the above requests were generally well-received by Deputy Secretary
Harden and by her successor, Michael Scuse.

& DS Harden directed Leslie Wheelaock in the USDA Office of Tribal
Relations to work on establishing the consultation group ASAP.

o DS Harden also directed the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) to
follow-up on purchasing requirements for traditional food vendors.

* Undersecretary Concannon explained that there are some increases in the
budget requests, which he is defending today on the Hill.

o These requests include $5 million additicnal for administrative costs,
$5 million for traditional foods, and $2 million for a traditional foods
regional pilot program. (A copy of the President’s budget requests,
along with relevant USDA documents explaining some of those
requests for FDPIR, can be found in the appendices to the Briefing
Book.)

o Chairman Miller and Governor Mountain both pointed out the need
for the consultation group so that Tribal leaders can be advocates for
FDPIR funding on the Hill.

° At the request of the Tribal leaders, Janie Simms Hipp briefly reviewed some
of the scientific data that Drs. Holly Hunts and Ed Dratz brought.



o Undersecretary Concannon expressed interest in reviewing this
further and forwarding it to federal government scientists.

o However, he saw no need to seat a separate independent science
panel.

* Charles Red Gates gave a brief history of the program and expressed
concern that FDPIR would one day be subsumed into SNAP.

o Undersecretary Concannon was very distressed by this and flatly
denied that it would happen during this administration.

* Undersecretary Concannon was concerned that the consultation group
would foment discord between Tribal leaders and the NAFDPIR members
who sit on the Food Package Review Group.

o Multiple Tribal leaders addressed this concern and noted that thisis a
partnership, that Tribal leaders came to this meeting because
NAFDPIR Board members had asked them to advocate for the
program, and that this cooperative partnership would continue in the
future.

° Undersecretary Concannon expressed a wish to move quickly, but said that
the meeting would simply not be able to happen by March 15", He was not
sure when it could happen exactly.

o However, at the debriefing meeting afterwards, dates and locations
throughout Indian Country were proposed for a meeting with
incoming Acting Deputy Secretary Michael Scuse, who will be second
in command at USDA beginning in March.

o Janie spoke with Michael and he was very excited to get started on
finding solutions.



Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)
Science of the Food Package: Key Facts

< The USDA Healthy Eating Index Score for FDPIR is 20 points lower than
USDA reports. USDA includes too many empty calories in their measure.

% Traditional diets were very healthy: they were high in healthy fats. (Omega 3s.)

% The FDPIR package is currently full of bad fats: Omega 6 fats, which come in
vegetable oil and light buttery spread. Real butter is MUCH healthier but the
package limits access to it.

< High Omega 6 diets, like the FDPIR package, are associated with:
> Type 2 diabetes, heart disease, liver disease, cancer, kidney disease, arthritis,
depression, anxiety, poor school performance, substance abuse, and suicide.

<% USDA data underestimates the nutrients of traditional foods and
overestimates the nutritional value of commodity foods.

% FDPIR provides just 28% of the USDA recommended cups of vegetables for

the month.

» Specifically: FDPIR provides 19.5 cups of vegetables/month (including
soup) for everyone.

3 This is 65% of the vegetables a 2-3 year old needs a month according to
USDA.

% This is 21.6% of the vegetables a 31-50 year old man needs a month
according to USDA.

< USDA exaggerates the actual quantity of vegetables contained in the food
package. For example: a can that was supposed to contain 2 cups of vegetables
only contained ¥ of 1 cup. '

% The food package contains largely low-fat or fat-free dairy products. There is
substantial scientific evidence that full-fat, not low-fat, dairy, is healthier.
People who eat full-fat dairy are less likely to develop type 2 diabetes, heart
disease, obesity.



Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)
Key Points of Consideration

Request: establish a permanent Tribal Leaders Consultation ‘Working Group.

o Why: There are significant issues with the FDPIR, a program that serves 102,000
of our most vulnerable citizens every month. Yet after years of correspondence,
and decades of the program’s operation, today’s meeting is the first time
consultation has happened on the FDPIR as a whole. To truly maintain a
government-to-government relationship with the 276 sovereign Tribes using this
program and USDA, meaningful consultation must continue.

o How: This Consultation Group would be established under the legal and
regulatory authorities of Executive Order 13175, President Obama’s November
2009 Memorandum, OMB Guidance,

o This is not a request for a listening session or a federal advisory committee.

v Jmmediate request:

»  Seat group immediately but no later than March 15, 2016.
= Determine the composition and membership of the group.
» Determine meeting schedule.

Request: Increased funding for FDPIR:

o Why: Participation in FDPIR has increased by at least 90% in some places over
the past several years. Food costs have also risen across the country. Increased
funding for food purchasing in FDPIR is essential to the continued operation of
this program.

o What:

» Funding for infrastructure (facility maintenance, freezers/cooling systems,
building repairs, trucks/trailers, etc)

»  Funding for better computer interface system

= TInstitute a carryover policy for FDPIR funds. Sister programs do have this
policy but not FDPIR.

=  Nutrition Education

» Remove matching requirement of 25%.

= Contingency planning for food shortages in times of disaster

= Enter into a “budget negotiation” process between Consultation Group and
FNS, much like the IHS or BIA processes. This should also include
consultation on any proposed regulations.

= Remove the “lean warehouse™ policy in all regions.

= Include more funding for FDPIR Nutrition Education—right now less than
$1 million is supposed to serve 276 Tribes, and the competitive grant
process pits Tribe against Tribe.

» Make the improvement of computer system a “process improvement”
priority for USDA, which will allow it to be fixed more expeditiously.



e Request: Make incorporating Traditional Foods info the nackage a priority.

o  Why: Traditional foods are an absolute necessity for our Tribal diets. Scientific
data proves what we have always known: traditional diets are healthier for us.

o How:
[ ]

Use base funding to purchase traditional foods. This is legally possible.
Institute a preferred vendor policy for Tribally-owned food businesses
selling traditional foods in the commercial marketplace.

Consider moving away from a national food model and focus on a
regional model that meets regional needs.

Reconsider pilot projects and request funding for them.

Remove regulatory or legal barriers to make it possible for cach Tribe to
purchase their own traditional foods

e Request: Preserve the FDPIR and do not merge it with SNAP.

o Why: A SNAP model will not work for many of our most vulnerable people,
some of whom would have to drive over two hours to reach a convenience store,
let alone a full-service grocery store.

o How:

For now, preserve FDPIR as a commodity assistance model.
Ultimately, “638” this program to Tribes—Iet Tribes, as sovereign nations,
run FDPIR instead of State Agencies.

e Request: improve the quality of the food package.

o Why: Recent scientific data, including studies published in peer-reviewed
journals, call into question the overall health of the food package. Particularly,
many of these foods exacerbate Type 2 Diabetes, which has reached epidemic
stages among American Indian and Alaska Native people. These foods also cause
other chronic diseases like liver disease. Because of these, in some parts of the
country, American Indians’ lifespan is twenty years less than their white
counterparts. We cannot continue to feed our people food that will kill them.

o How:

Seat an independent science panel that includes a biochemist and
economist to advise the Food Package Review Group on the overall
nutritional value of the food package.

Recognize that the package needs to transition to a healthier package.
Immediately removing all of these problematic foods punishes our people
by taking away a primary—if not a sole—source of food.



al Consulitalion Meeting 2/23/2016.

Undersecretary Kevin Cancannan speoks first. He welcomes everyone, explains the history of the
room, and menticns thot the budget for oll feeding programs will be discussed before a House
cammitiee tamorrow. He then introduces Deputy Secretary Harder.

Deputy Secretary Krysta Harden: Thark you everyone for being here, Welcome to ail of you,
leaders of so many important Tribes across the nation. fam excited to hear and iearn from you |
visiter Oneiga’s i« was the date, and | saw Hrsthand how
that system was working, And iTwas a mocn systern, it seemed to me, Dut 3m< ~ad problem

and guestions there,

see is how commitied we are 10 wo <op_ ad fistening to you, and
“hat work, not only for the people you "«munmmmwr Ut Eor JSDA and the federal
government. ¥ou have the best people in the room for thgt, and | hoze 1 shows you our full
commizment to you...we are looking for reasonable, wort :

sle spivtons that work rot only on
+he grouad, bur through the federal government's processes. We nave a dig ornmm,,nSQ‘ and |
<N0W Y0 has lots of layers, lots of Issues, requiTenmreants, proces ,and

s poesses that can be very cumbersome. They're cumBerscme for us. I you ask these folks here
they would sireamiine and make things much mora workatole as well, .u,n wae' e working
axpayer doiiars and so we have issues we have o work with, 3u7, we aeed o make sure
thpse m e rminimd Nmn and ?m:\oc re getting the services you ¢ reed. everyone here wants the
ed iduats nere who want to serve, but things
orocess, and what sounds good on Daper doess’L aiways WOrR O e

L aiedge To you, we are xnown in this town as the “can do, will do, get ‘e~ done” agercy.. we
naas commnn sense salutions. How do we make things work that sound good, wov< good. It

nonms; mewe 3l Smﬁ 4o, and my early days I this town | was trained (¢ Jngerpromise and
can't make promises today that we can't not dabiver on.what | 1ope we do
?r;nf and listening and shar m._.: crvarsatlon wiih yoy, s That we understand

etter, the concerns better. 8Lt also that you recognize our tations and our
50t talk about- how do we break those cown? Are there Iings we (a5 Go
Horortly, E.n i the reatm of the law and the reguiations, that make sense?

We are mosily rural foiks here. We come fram small towns and ranches gurseives, or our
farniips co. We people who care and want to give back, that’s why we are in public service. it's
29t for the pay o the nours. We care about our countiy, our nation, adoul you, aboulthe

ative American com iry, the foundation of tris country. We want ro be a good partner and
2o the bast we can. What you'll hear today from us is 8 practical pramise 1o So what Em can do.
ive you rmy plegge that that's my prommise, to serve. that's why we're all here today. m veary,
ver < excited to be a part of this..we very much value the relationshiz we have with each one of
you and the folks you represent. .. Thank you.

pal leaders that are here and want (o
g and heiping to

1. Governor Jeffersan Keel: Thank you. We have the
% you for this opportunity. Before you leave, | want 1o tnank you for ¢

i

e this meeting. To my knowledge, this is the very first time that the Secretary of LSDA

has officially sat down with Tribal feaders In a true consuitation meeting. There have been lots
of teleghone conferences and meetings at conferences, but those don’t necessarily represent,
and are not, consultation meetings. One of the first things—and the Trinal leaders here today

have agreed—:hat we put bmm%m«moams}mﬁ of an mmm;&m Basically, ﬁ:m items we want t

s with faod distribution for over twenty-five years. | was the tiractor of tne
& di 48,,:5: program in 199G or 1591, shows you how long age that was.
as about 15 years old. Jlaughter]  really was—- after | retired from the

itary, F was about 20 years as ar airhorne ranger in the US Army and Fmovery proud of that |
fame nome to serve _uok ~ people, because that's who | arm. This program that we're smmrun
about, we serve over 202,000 people inthis country, There are tribes, 10 Alaska V mmmm‘ t
wani to come into this orogram but can't because of lack of funding. That's an issue we'!
about iater this moming.

But before we go any further, | was tasked to talk about the astablishment of a permanes
Leader Consultation Group in accerdance with aif the laws—the Executive Order, u‘mm”u.m.ﬂ
Obarsa’s 2009 Memarandurm, and ali the other documents. We're stiil not there yet But. woLid
askthat we seat a Leader Consultation Working Group, and there are a ner of iegal
oracedents for that oy law, and, as tsal 4, the President’s Executive Order. We need 1o ¢o '
you mentoned the budget. al leaders haven't had any formal input into USDA's hudger—
sver, We hove never aeen ronsulted on the budget through USDA. This working grous coud
arovide you with technica; assistance in developing a needs-nased budge: for NS r_m .u5<_gmm
tood for Native Americans. The National Assodiation of FDPIR has the technicai expert
gm< are made up of member Tribes across country. They could do that immeciatery,

We asktn roup oe seated immediately. We know the budgel reguest hearing s
Lomorowe- We ask that semetime Umws\mms now and the 159 of March, that this he forma
s the group colic o2 seated, with the composition decided on by Tribal leaders.
ide wino s*s on %, and the final decision is with the Secretary’s office. 't ?oug y shouic not
more thar §%eern to twenty peaple, because any more than that and we get into debates
about priorities. 3ut: beleve you could do that, have peapie from each region. Two seonie
_8:. mmmx 3tA region would make twenty-four peopie, a primary and an aliernate. D:Q_ ».,),m,\

wn\.ma Hm.‘ :Q amn de how often H:m,\ could meet m:a in _Ommp ons and <o:wjo_ d meetin ?umm:
vry—not always in B Come to Indfan Country and see what the grograms are really doing
n Country, and the services they are really providing. Come ic Oklahcmal There are
more indian secple in Qkizhoma than anywhere in the countryl We argue with Caiifornia ako
that. Jaughter] But yes, comea to California, Oklahoma, the Southwest, the Midwest, New
England, Alaska—go to Alaska and taik to the peaple there that have needs that are not being
met.

The botom line, Madam Secretary, is this is so important to our people #'s a need that doesn't
go away. We get a iot of lip service, and ! don’t know any other way than to put it out there lixe




jad

wat--and it comes from my heart. We meet with officials ail the time, and as you saic, we get
romizes for change and those u_o_ ises aren’t kept. And we gnderstand that, we've heen doing
i+ forever A long time ago | was in Vietname, and there was a saying, shey'd write it on those
wmﬂ g5, and it doesn't apply to Natve Americans but i've made it anpi < :<<m ve been doing so

so little for so long, we believe we can do pverythi ’

)

5o we've been supplementing our own programs. Many Tribes assist oUr own programs. We put
things o the services, because iU's the right thing 1o do. Many Tribes don't have the resources
ney struggie. If there wasn't a need, It woulc go away. Anc ihey ‘ve attempted to do
foryears, and Red will tatk about that, But since 35975 wa've had the authority To
ings through —9-3-638 program. We need t0 ook at that in the future, and fet tribes

zerate this 0n their own, they have the capacity. Madam Secret m v, Pthank you for coming and
vuomz ngfrom your heart—and | recognize the accent. Haughter

DS Harden: s not Oldahoma but it's good to know someone around hare understands m

and Alahama, 5o can gecizher i Governor
n he can introduce the next sJea<er

spaak now, and th

utenant Governsr Governor?

DS Harden: Taank you s much,

ng, Deguty Secretary den, and Undersecretary
do appreciate the 0oaorenty 1o be here with my
dian C g _”\m very Stabelabas: ndemtand, we're no

Governcr James R. Mountain: Good mor

rag.\,.w‘,b mu.o_ we bring tf ,w Bmmmmmm ,T_m setting m_J_n apareciate that.: apareciate the

‘o mation thet L. Gov, Keel has relayed on our @mam opening. i car't reiterate enotgh the
nood for implementing a working group To esteblish true governmeni- “o-gavernment interface
with LSDA. We're Jooking for a meaningfut discusslon that will DUfic Upon measurable
autcomes. As you mentioned, It’s a commitment, and we'ra tooking for that simple

commitmeant.

We have the ieadership, and for many years ocﬂ peopic—the
\ey have peen there for decades naw, working day and nig!

ViGUAS WO TLN QUF program
+p advocale Tor our program.

We've come to a ime and a place where we understand now, "Wrere is yous leadearshin?” We
are nere now. We have a better, mare sophisticated understan and are asxing you all to

imalemert this group, to have this group, SO we Can go the b you all and have that input
into tre dudget, and have lead fime to betier prepare so we can advoate, nOL 0N ly for your
ag, but for FOPIR. We don't want t¢ 7o the “tureaucracy” toc much today, but it

+iecpardize the welfare of cur pe

v s rare 10 have this sort of meeting, and this sethag hasr't taken place maybe some forty
years. But then, we were in jeopardy of naving this grogram <o ated. The fight
fas Deen iong, and it doesn't need to be a fight. We need that true, , government-io-
gavernment relationship. We hrought solutions to you today. we're 20t here omgmjm our fists
we're respectfully requesting—and we're respectfully banging our Hsts. laughter] That's how

we break dewn these barriers. We have short term solutions, because we have infrastructure
+hat is outdated. | personally Invite you out to San lldefonso Pueblo. Our facifity is located in

?mium ueblo, New Mexico, and | would iove to have you, or your staff, come visi, because |
¢ represents what the needs are now, and how funding Is a major concern for us.

xr@m are several components for funding...a need for upkeep and for maintenance of these
£ we keep the perspective of that thirty, or forty-year timeline: those are the facilities
g about right now... we have ummmm‘ computer interfading—In05e systems are a
1o assure that we're actuatly communicating with the delivery system, and we mast
Homm nnmmm. at’s a major pricrity and could e a “guick fix.” | don't ke to use that word b
it's needed ow. We talk about nutrifion education, a major component. Another soiution
we Dringtoyoua finding measurable outcomes 1o get information and ou'each out to our
aeopie, We must have a contingency plan as well, we must address that in the event of disaster
to meet ceeds of potential food shortages. We're starfing to understand those dire needs and
‘cias that Cowid come about in the future. We have a little dme today, and understanding that,
we don't wa=s you all to leave—and | understand coming In and out of meetings as well—but
we've done our homework, we have our experts here. We don't want {o bog down today in
those ¢isrussions on the science and the research we've done, but that wouid oe the banefit of
having That grout, s¢ we can better educate you all on what our perst actve s, arna at the same
fime, wth 9n ozen heart and an cpen mind, understand the process anyou! ad, S maybe we
nave someting o ofer to streamline the process and better serve bath enttas. As well as
carryave: poiicy for the funding of our programs, it is very important to insTtute that, There are
ssues with *hat. When we do not receive those fundings
<hose versus getring them recouped into the USDA syster and then sent somewnere eise. it
defaitely underserving our purposes if that continues to be the practice. 501 do appreciate the
ime. We warn* to have polnted discussions today. it's a follow-up to 2 fetter we sent to Secretary
Visack back T August 2015 so..we do ask you 2l to co ue to iook at thas leder anc we've
came hera, A5 you said, 1o bring so pass the d'scussion o to

utions and that commitment.
next tonic, Lo tragiional foods, and those needs.

President Russell Bagaye: Thank you Deputy Secretary, and your sta¥f peccizt-at serve us,
Lesiie— thask you for working with us, and being our voice to the Secretary, an 1 your staft hack
there that know us and the mermbers of our T g here inthc agency. What we

ribes that are ser
are really nassionate about is being abte to eat our own food rather than mm ~g food someone
else has made. And we need ta do it by regions. ¢ know my people, when they receive the
packages, they look through and say, “This looks tike something we don't eat,” s0they toss i
watd re'D us grow our economy, to help USDA to partner with Tribal nations, ke MNaval
where we car package and grow our own food. in our regton, Navaio beef s widely known.
cu ever come 1o Navaio—and we invite you 1o te there—you wiil say this is the sest beel
you've ever hag! flaughter]

But we have *hose across the nation, whether they are fisheres, farms...we have a huge farm, a
very extensive system where we can grow corn, beans, we have a nationai distribution syste
through comoa nies fike Walmart, and now Whole Foods is coming in and taking 0c produce.
These are Sigh quallty organic produce products, and we want to be able to pass iton to the
people in our region, to tribal group sin our region, and if we were to set up together these




processing of Mma cturing slants where you can help us—you then heip us to grow our
economy and put pur peasle to work, but also to use the produce we're familiar with
distributing..

able to eat food they're Tamitiar with and enjoy. We know it's nutritious too. Cur cattle are
grass-fed and ir our potatoes, corn, beans, alt of those are organic products. We can oroduce
those ang umnwmmm those and hthern out to our Tribe, but also other Tribes i regien. So
here m day, .Emo_ we're here tc remove any regulatory Batare a
barler or roachiock so we can meke this happen, to revisit paiides and n_dnaoc_‘mw hatw
help make this hago et Tribally grown produce out to peopie, and for USDA 1o actually
purchase these proGucts so we can put them oa our shelves at our mgm:b:con center. Tven to
start with a oilotr a7ofect and neip in the reglon. And for Navajo, as other 7 bes, we are ready 0
take onthat role and resaon v and funetion.

A-+

{iust want to go Dack 10 Tre apening statement, President Obama W the anly President i know
of that has trieq g aving a Trinal voice to the table for ali agendies. | serve on DUf and ather
sanels, where we nave tne fight Lo Input into budgetary discussions. [twould pe a _mmmé fro
the standp Hans, that the Prasident would _mm_<m hehing, If you would
institutionaiize the ! tofTiha mmnmm_ io ?m _moma ndmmwmmm.ém ve \,m< i So rat,
thaose doors were aiways C.osed
brought us to the table across the .u%d an ‘Em wanti to mmm *hat happen with cmu? Ang Th
quicker the belfier k s aiready started.. thank you.

Deputy Secretary Harden: 7
President Begaye, and | appreciate you noticing that com
not just talk—he .‘mmonmu_wom tha past refationships, and he has made it cleart
way we ¢o Susiness in aeministration. ... | just want <oc +o know that Lesl
Hive voica ir everytting we 4o..on the Farm i, we did not move m>.\ém_. without ner review
and her blessing. .sometimes that meant things u_n_ + move as guickly as o ted. by
we valued very much the ingut from the Tribes on every provision, and tn makizg sure we made
wise decisions and had *he vo.ce of Tribes through Leslie. .. We needed and we wanted you?

voice in that orocess . thank Lesiie and her smalt staff—they're m:jm__ but they're ;

notthe

represents tne

et

heard, we have 1o rave consultation, because itis theright tf
I want to }m.;.,A hevfqr <hat, The Farm Billis the one I've heen more hands-on with, anc i
appreciate Lesiie’s commitment to making that a rich and successiul process.

You've rais
AMS are
grous, and that Emwmm serseto
to avoid the red tape. So we need to make sure that there's a working discussion wit
avoiding the bureaucracy in a formal process. 5o we have toTaik to our attorneys ina way that s
~stead of just having an advisary group. I've been a part of those nefore

understand the Native foods ..our procurement foiks fi
s to follow up. ! appredate the nead forthe
e. ... We do want to avoid a FACA kind of situation, so we get

out, But

and they're not nimble, and they're not flexible. 5o, is there a mechanism for us to provide an
ad hoc or formal relationshis that legally avoids those restrictions so that we can

get Input and the partnesship with Tribal nations witho he hindrances that bog us down 01
vrocess. | ask Leslie to work 5 0GC to do this and get this relationship going. There’s always
budget issues, there's always process, but we must find a way 1o work through the process.
Leslie, you're a master at these things, so i think you can help us find the sclution.

1 also want to introduce Acting Denuty Secretary Michael 5
They will both be here after "m gone and thay are here toda

, and my Chief of Staff, A

Ishort break for housekeeping announcements]
Lt. Gow. Keel: Thank you far your comments. Regarding the seating, t've workec with Leslie

L o my former iife, I'm a recovering President of NCAL and in that position | worked with
Lastie—and | know that the seating of this may be somethi ¥ ox al

g of 3 challenge. But have a
0 and HHS, because both of therm have those in place already.

t's good 1o know there’s no ne

Deputy Secretary Harden:
reinvent the wh

hose are great examples.

Lt. Gov. Keel: Governor Mounta »mn asout the history and the struggles we've had over the
sast forty years-—and longer thanthat. | grew U3 6n €O cHies. You know, I'm very fa
with the food packages then, and that's been a long ime ago. We've asked Red 1o talk about
preserving the FLPIR and crging it with SNAR

Charles “Red” Gates: Thank you, Ceutenant Governor, and greetings o you, Umnr_ﬂ. Secretary
Harden, and to the Undersecreray, and Lesile, and a! oTr_:o staff troduced myself as Trartes

Gates—I'm much mors hettar xnown as Red. | don’t guiie krow why, s a name | p
wm<m:+<\?<o <mma om). ans _:.mzu Tn:\rr‘m_ﬁ grandchiidren. That's a fongtime, and ! grew up

o +iiy commedities in a team and a wagen onthe
m&mso rig Rock Sicux wmmmémuf in North Dmxoﬁ and South Dakota.

One thing about ti mﬁ member oeing b..:mmn. 9y my great grandparents. My mothey died

t was four and we were ‘ostered out, but great grandma ook us in, and we ate good,
heafthy, homegrown food. m.,h as Bme changed, the commodities were brought out, ina
wooden box truck, and we'd go in a team and a wagon and aick up mostly surpius meat or ,ooa
They used a cup to get cups of beans, they'd bring a container Can’t remember the meat,
know If there was some or i There wasn't...but my great-grandmother prepared delicious
tecause she always had huge gardens, S¢ | grew up eating real heatthy, berause we were able
to preduce cur own food. ! say that, because as time went on, the food package changed, and!
fact it was added. And our oecoie got to liking it, and we didn't realize what it was deing to cur
bodies and our hesit!

I'm going to jump ahead to 1982 never realized how vaiuable these commodity foods were
| my wife and [ tried to feed rine chiidren. And it becarme essential to make sure we pickea
4D our commodities. | never paid attantion to how my wife | epared those foods, so when ! was




delegated to go to this program, there were threats 1o take away the program and put it under
the states...it took us two years to stralghten it out. But | had never seen the food, so | opened
one of those cans, and whern | seen what was in there, | asked my wi fe, “How do you fix that,”

she said, “Weli, | have to clean it up first”

1 don't know how many of you remember February 26, 1950, don't see zryone shaking their
head. To me, i's 8 special day, simply because a Congressional hearing was held on Standing
mom_xlﬂjm colert cornmitiee on hunger. it was a pig issue back then..this committee was
brovaht forward 1 give you this history, becaise nasically that's why U'm still there. They were
ableto mmﬂ uo 2 Nearing at Standing Rock, and | wnow a ot of rsm area Tribes atse attended.
During that fima, a jot of people were teliing me, “3ed, my kid wan’t eat this meat,” but
didn't want me to ogen the cans. The reason why, was hecause they might take it
away from us. Thay didn’t want to take that i sk Qut twent to the Chairman and he asked meto
do . So that day Is the day that | opened the can of beef and put it on a pager plate, and
Congressman Tony Hail from Ohio said, ™ woLidn's Teed that to my dog” And then changes
started to take place.

herame the second President of NAFDPIR, Wren toecam ent of that assodiation, |
umn_..# reaiize where we were heaged.. the /0ad wea chese was the apie we serve told
us to take. ! m% here ‘mnﬁmmnsgnm,{:_ﬁ anciam ~erereprasentt n,andiam
here. But did some studying on monmm basically because!
when we picked up these o icked them Jg as rations.
"Here’s what you get,” and the head of nousenold had to pick it up..

'U
-4
m
%)
£

So, the first Faod Stamp Act in 1976 ano fd *hose rations and wanted ail Tribes to go
+he Cond Starmp Act. Tribal leaders came to Wasningion and said you can't, you promised
treaties 10 feed us, provide heaith care, and educaton. So it was rewritien with this program in
there. They put in the guidelings, the take rates, they sal 4 we would only receive certaln foods,
the surplus foods. Yes, we appreciate ali that’s meen done since that Sme. But as the nead for
food grows, and we want 1o make 16 packags En& r, we have o he sure—and F'm sure
eadars want the samea thing-—that this orogram s not aboiished a and sut under

Undersecretary Kevin Concannon: There's no pan to doso.

mrmlmm Red Gates: We've heard discuss! hat's my biggest fear. t think the staff
fram ENS has neard me say, | have a gut feeling tnat someone wants Us a nder SNAP.

n anout that,

Undersecretary Concannon; ' m responsiile for the progr

ws me knows that | champion FOPIR. Compared to SNAR
healthiest...and the budget | will ke deferding tormarrow mxmmnfm gm average enr
94,000, .we are asking for millions of doliars strative COsts

aﬁmﬂ? and m:<o, e here whe

i haven't wmm_g that bo? :m“m_m no point!
meeting i .
aware of anywhere. It's the zmm_ﬁ:_mwﬁ aof %m food umn_&mmm :Jm mo<m_x.:3m3 provides. Em ve

come a long way from surplus foods...they are typically healthier than the fonds
supermarket. It has less sodium, less sugar. Let’s talk about the things that are rea
reality to that.

' 3
i, there's no

Red: i appreciate that, and | appreciate the response. But there is a study out there asking Tribal
governments i they'd fike to administer these programs. | helteve one of the leaders brought it
up, that maybe there’s a way to “638” it, because as it was disrussed a few years aga, there was
1aik of block-granting this to the states. bna states don't reaily realize the needs our people
nave, We're talking about seme of the poarest ceunties in the naticn when yeu talk about the
Mountain 2lains reglon. Standing Reck, Shannen mor:g Ogiaia country, those ara the :ooﬂmm.ﬁ

» the country. That's pasically why it bathers me. I'm not sure where it COm mm from...

a't keow if it's a ghost, as you cafled iy, but it stili bothers me. i've been with “hi wom::;
since 1982, and every so often something comes up..we know our Je0pie betier tnan anyoneg
else..rosident Begaye said, let us be part of that, iet us join nar wds and be true partners, and
astanlish some mechanism that will ailow us to feed our people the heatthy food they used to
gat. Thank you,

Lt. Gov. Keel: o;nm_r_:mn wanted to clarify—and i wani o thank Red fo
spoke apout was 1 milllon American indi mwm are cn SMNAR. T .,o< m\n ftey
crore Hecause they ive in urban areas
seazie, 50 they have no choice hut to mm+ onthe mzb_u pragram. if
srograms..we could overcome that, and we cou ¢ then administer ﬂ;,m ,u.dm&.ﬁ and am_:\mﬂ.vm
foads to our peoale, regardiess of Erm her they were in these areas, 77 at's one thing we couid
make an instant improvement. Thank you for that, Tor your comm) ,am_:u to ihe program. We're
going 1o taik a iitie about the quality of the food package i cwans to ask if the
“mmgm,\m ~ave anything to add—Mister President?

thing you
zheice. They are
or 30,000

President Begaye: Thank you, Undersecrotary. We do have a great need? for upgrading our
D; Navajc naton--it's haif the size of Georgia, and ol um.o.:,.,,\ Secretary Harden were

+ understand how large that is. Reads are i 58 ialiver lots of items out
o the eiders who five in rural/remote areas. Aot of those vanidies ar ing down, they are
old. And peoste taik about loading food up in the beds of trucks and ng it oul there, to the
Jpooie. So upgrading our facilitdes, replacing les that make those defiveries,
walk in coolers/freezers—and i you would rea sh ,c_lrmw necause a lot of our people, they
don't have elect i orograE i __imasm with dirt
foors. And they need to pick up the produce from a cooler o7 3 ,n\mmmm. ‘o take it home and then
Use it within a few days, to be abie to consume it. So when you go 1o Capit }, go 1o bat for
aur peoale. Especially the remaote areas of our reservations.

Undersecretary Concannon: ; should mention that we're mind ve seen fadilities,
arg as more cpportunities for proteins come along, It puls pressure on Warehouses where they
coutd or should have cooling capacities...the budget being considered tomorrow has an
additional 5 million included on the administrative side...that's the estimated administrative
cost, and this is the first increase in the administrative budget in | dor’t know how many years—
maybe ter or fifteen? So we're asking for an addiianal $3 Tan, and it won’t solve everything,
but it's a start. Congress looks at all these things, and they lock especially at the administrative




tell

costs for FDPIR, because
yau.

s the highest administrative costs of any of our programs, i w

1t. Gov. Keel: Thank you, and on that point, 1 wo or a short break, because | think we're

at that point.

[short break]

Undersecretary Concannon: | think the prestdent’s comments, that we neead to Institutienalize
o of thase practices, is very wel taken. We're in the fast tan months or s¢ of this
creation. Who knows—| worry with what | see on television fately—but I'm hopeful ©
we have a continuation of those commitments. | appreciate ant hear what you're say'ng
would very good for us, We have interaction with our acvisory group, but it may be more
imoortant to have interacton with Tribal leaders tike you.

Teditor’s Mote: ne s

" do want to bring your atenton to a chart we included in tre packet today
referrng to the chart of funding and partidpation over “ime]. So, that's got aiitie edge in
my woice trers with Red.i nave no rime for that whatsoever because iI'm deepty oppased

‘movery onposen Lo Biotc m_ﬂja:m. nu:oo Ang when Mr. Byan, of o"ju.«m in mﬁm‘mﬁ: talk
.S¢ there’s no noa, ,.%mno_:_ of

,_/m hoaom. hit also “o another 82 n over and above that, to exgiore mn.o;.?.,m, Ways on
o~ “he Native foods side. What else can we do... 8 few years ago, we had funding authorized for
latve fonds, and we granted a contrack for bison, but the company was unadle tod
we got burned inth

Byt the carryover. The recuest we have is to increase from one yearto two yea’s, and—we
d wouid allow you to carry forwarg for two yeass, beca
contract, this would hetp. mu here are some fxes to some of the
r. The larger question was finding ways we ¢
roingintc a FACA. +:m s really tarture, if we can m<nmn fnding curseivas
CACA requirernent—I don't want to have to deai v that, or ~ave fut Em
admin m”.\mmo,‘ deal with t, aut if we do something inf v that del
tpaders versus FDPIR. We dar't want the NAFDPIR leaders 1o
legders wauld have to trumy the NAFDPIR program.

whenyou'reinthaw

Lt. Gov. Keal: i think i the "ribal leaders want 1, and that's what's expresset, tnen the programs
are thaep responsive. just ke inthe Tederal govesny . you o wnat you're mandated 10 Co- H

heliove 3 Trial Leader Consuitaticn Werking Group 15 3050 ialin my esumatic
can srovige mr the needad materials or support you need in lerms of FACA reguiremants. We
understand that, we've seen working with that-—esped s DY and HHS and other agen

Sait’s not really a challenge for Tribal leaders.

Undersecretary Concannon: | can't commiit for the rest of USTA. U'd be talking about FNS, and
indirectly, AMS, but 1 can't co it for them either...| would want to be dear, if there are
concerns ar issues with 80, or the Farm Agency that does moretra Honafag—

Lt. Gov. Keel: Tribal izaders can work with all of those.

Undersecretary Concannon: We'lf have to figure out 2 way to do it.

1t. Gov. Kee wr Secretary..even the leadership of this agency is gaing to hange,
but the career staff aren't—they will siilt be here. .. Thank you. And in the essence o,hm%_m we
did want 10 talk about Tha guatity of the food package, and we've asked Janie to go gver ¢

Janie Simms Hipp: Than .2(? itautenant Governon And as my Lieutenant Gavernor, [ do what
1 rhink | got the hardest assignment today, because the science
very technical. And It's very difficult-—But it's very im . Before
L aczo; nto Em, ! Ew% tash  you ali that what we are seeing here today is also
evidence of a groundsweil wi ndian Country writ [arge around health, around traditiora.
foods, around food and ag wi't large. The whole purpase of our initiative is to assist
governments and foad Businesses and communities around food issues..but predo
_mfmmd for assist m vce are around traditional foods, Why 's that? itis oc<5r_w_< very bound U
who we arg as d ant peopies, but it is also a very cultura: and spiritual issue 1o us as wer.
gyt o by the way, what the stience is now sNOwing us is that cur traditicnal foods are haaltver
for us. ! have bean on §< DWW um;oﬂm_ Br:.:m< and lost fifty pounds after | leftthe
Jepartment..i i aditional foads.
down to.tcan wm_, adFerence when i slide off oﬁ Smw So it mmmxmmm itself is mow

+'c orher foods, | am very familiar with the efforts made, partic hy bn b
to get more truits and vegetables and really make this a healthier package. 3u

nce advisors now are teling us that there’s a ot more yet to be done in that snace.
re's 3 constant need to imorove whatis inthe cmnwmmm 1 brought this [Editor’s Note: she
«m?a o 3 car of commodity 2eef] but I'm not going to oper it. But | think everyone Pere needs
angd try o coo< wits it from fime to time, and © n arstand thatt B

ocd that | '+ even know what to say about that,

What our scie g us now-—and we are biessed tc be connactad with two cf the
rany who w a better way—is that they have
deconstructed the food package tems to compare what's in the package with what dietary and
tradidoral needs are for 3 popuiatiand
ievels of d @n es, _J_mm t disease, mr_n_am\r: g5 | nm::, evern ,m“w mw_of because they're too
ing of ging the science glasses onta this packegein a oreventon way—that's
not what we're “alking adout, We're talking about epidemic leveis of disease. And ¥ you don's
calibrate your omn,ﬁmm in a way trat brings those levels down, then you may inadvert i
good intenticns, put exactiy wnat doesn’t nead tc be in that package, or be favaring im.:m Mymﬁ
make things worse. S0 what we're asking..ls that this consultation group of T L
actually have within its sundew--andio us +this could ralt out in any number o«ém,\_m‘ thisis iy
one idea.. but the Qmmg of a science panel that, like a laser heam, tooks at this particu
package with this particuiar population, Because what is happening in the scientific iiterature is
shere is so much of an increase of atention paid to traditional diets general, but also the
crronic and epidemic feveis of disease within Indian Country's popllation at every age group
would share with you one example of that heightened attention. American Heart Associa




Qabert Woods Jahnson Foundation, Mazo7, Voites for Healthy Kids, these foiks and a team of
&fty to one hundred foundations are coming together at a nutrifion science conference this
year, just to focus on indian health issues, and the makeup of our diets. 5o, just bear with me
briefly as | hit some high points. You w

ize very quickly that I'm not a scientist, We didn’t
want to turn this into a sdence meeting, But scientists are here.

Traditional diets are very heaithy. .Tm< are very focused around Omega 3s, versus the Omega bs
the package is heavy on—so muich so that + iF you lack on a bar chart, it is Tour o five times
heaviar on Omega bs than Omega 3s. T's parder 1o deal with, and it exacerbates
conditions. it affects issues fike diabetes, heart disease, liver disease, kidney disease, cancer
And i you go into the mental heaith a ra—and Kevin, | share your experience and | hate block
grants, because | watched it tear agart this natio mentat health system, and 'm so thankful
you're so passionately commitied to not mojm +hare—but the data we see from ali public
sources und ates the i foods, and when you get into the numbers
and the scentific, microbiclogical, techn cai overestimates the vaiue of commodity
foods.

These issues are oo complicated to unpack today at this table. They need the attention of land
granis, who are gariners in ngirition 10 SDA. 2ut we are asking they come out througha panel,
we are asking that you all wouic open tp your minds as to how the package s cetermined,
Gecause what jeve Is that there goes need—it's imeto recal cwm#m. Things change aver
time. We kaow more. We are i w! and the s I partners
f you all to figure out where the sciance pieces are. We don't belleve <oc have afl the
information you need to make 2est Gecisions adout E:mm to buy. Tripal ieadership and Tribal
food companies and the peopie who serve oo the fron ﬂmw of feading our Loou g, they see the
di¥arence -aditanal foods can make. They don't see it in the package. 1+'s healthier than in the
past, but it needs to absord wha® she science is saying about us as Native people. Jeutenant
Governor, Governar, President—cid ! miss amything?

it m.o<. Keel: it did, | don't xnow—'s way over my head] [laughter} With microhiclogy and
those things, | tend to get jost. 3ut the dea, Mister Secrefary, 1s we want tz incluge this In thesa
ing g ing about, @ separate umjm_ or a subcommittee, o

howeves we want to call it, We could work with technical experts hiere at JSDA and FNS to see
apaut < \We ungortand shese changes won't be made overright, Tha system, the
procurement system takes tme. We undersia \d a3l of that, But If we can start to make changes
we can take a step forward. It's going 1o taxe tme. We understand these things Take time. But
we helieve that the emergency exists in indian Country, and for the future of our children, and

r families, we need to get this started, and i think the working groun would be g posifive step
in ”:m_r direction

Gov. Mountain: in regards to the sdlentific information, it is very irnportant to poirt out that
past giscussions, where it hasn't been formai, or in this setting, we 3m<ma umm: anle to hit
nome how that impacts Indian Country. As we discussed yesterday, | think what t would like to

5 that we are prepafec to have meaningfu discussion with your staff. | apgreciate the
passion, because it's reflective of our passio .it's very importantio try to betier understand
what we're asking for. On that gremise, we have done our Romework...some things that very
frightening with the scientific data has come up is—these are peer-reviewed journals where this

information comes from. The important thing about that, obviously, is we want to make sure
that we have a better understanding of what your information i .whether it's traditional food
or non-traditional, the fact remains that the type of food we're consuming is really adding to the
issties we're having In Indian Country.

For instance, we taik about Type Il Diabetes, and as many know, combatting diabetes with these
sarts of packages, and the values that realiy aren’t o To par, we believe really accelerates the
epidemic in Indian Country. |t adds to liver disease is5u2s in indian Country. Some of the
information that has come across, that heart disease, (ancers, kidnay disease, arthritis
depression, anxisty, poor perfermance in school, these plagie our communities. And now do
we start to turs that around? It starts with these discussions. buq with strassing the i

of this working group. Just to continue to reassure <oc i
themselves, whether with an actual weapon or with Tood of nEmm and m_moﬁo_\
am tired of that happening in my cormmunity, and: red of sesing it in an Country. These
are the sorts of things the scientific evidence s rea ping for me to have a latmoreof a
platform to stand on, and have an educated, thoroug™ discussion. | hope we are able to get the
right people in place.

ém talk mvo I Tm a! responsibillty, m_mo. we wa™t to tai apout responsiblity to good health,

| appreciate your position,
Undersecretary, regacding the SNAP issue, but +na+'s g perfect examele that lends to this
discussian. There’s a lot of misinformation out there, misgerceptions that are ot true. To be
able to betrer understand these things is even more of a (eason for us to imoiement this
working grouo. We could go on and on with ~egards 0 the sdence, but | think this encompasses
the issues we're faced with in Indi Urhe evidence we have goes o my statement:
can't affordto Smm any more of my peopie Lo tnese atrocities. it's Hene to turp that around. | ask
of you all to estabitsh the working group

roganer

Undersecretary Concannen: | mauﬂuq
those references H those journal artcies.
the Amarican fond susoly, and the foed wor <<m m.ﬁ ~are processed food than any country In
the world. To the extent these articles focus o0 ‘mnacts of FDPIR, we'd be very interested.
We just completed the Dietary Guideiines ﬁoq Al > wericans. Those are not intended to address
specific diseases, it's very preventative... we ! Rad aushback from cattie, meat, people who
don't even want to near the word sustainadie, .Eﬂ ability. $0 you apyrediate the deep politics
lrmmm things. We recognize we have preventable health problems in the
total population, but disproportionately so 'n ‘ngian Country, and we don’t want {o e enabling
that, we wani 1o be on the plus side of that eguation f we can. I'mvery open o an

et way to have that mxmrm:mm Letus "m;‘u sut seme recomsmendations on how
ight incorporate that. As you've noted U sse things take time, It takes many menths, frem
vy point of view:

aur stateront of challenges...'d be intareste
peyond FDPiR in terms of

H=H

Gov. Mountain: Undersecretary, we--based on a lewter in August, we fgrmulated this, and we'li
continue to work off that document I you ail will continue to recognize that. What {'ve seen is
what you've mentioned in increased funding and advocacy for that on the Hili--it's taken into
consideration some of the issues we've raised, and | do appreciate that, We plan on leaving a




jeave behind packet to highlight the discussion and the research that our team has done, and |
have a tremendous amount of confidence in the work they've cut forth.

Janie: if you'd ke, Governor, and Lieutenant Governor, and President—we cou
work wilh the scientific advisors we have, and put forth more detailed documents so you can
see what we're looking at. i dan’t think anybody has to seat a FACATO ook at documents that
are in journais. 50 | think conttnuing to bulid out that nortfolio, if you will, of scierce-based data
shat will tear apart the issues we're uncovering would be heloful

Undersecretary: We nave lot of interaction w ne Arnericen Heart Institute, the best
federal scientists available to us, as well as ali the un <mww_:mw we waork with, 50 we're Amﬂmﬂmm

N seen byt we want to run it through the nation aters of expertise and ask wn
thay t % this research, to see if it would mitigate..for exampie, we're fooking right now mﬂ
~se faliure of city and state governments [n Fiint, Mid where a whole comimunity has been

surposely polsoned..there are certain fopds that can mitigate lead poisonl
‘oods, more bkely to have a benefit of 1

2. Fyou eat certa
Sgating or binging that lead. 3ut it's not the

strongest science. But at this point, given the damage thgt's seen done, that’s the kind of thing

f

we're lonidng at. We're saying, what's the scfentific basis of trat, v our WIC srogra
instead of 2 cowder ford Jorometing a mixed Lo
tagse programs In Flint as a way of mitigating and re e L that's been done by the
srate, the county, the city. So we're very interested in usingstience inthe best way poss

get it We understand. We have major problems.

Goev. Mountain: nay, Undersoecretary, we've tagen DTESS OUT Concerns
hope you all nave found thet 'n our concerns, we ofer soiutions, We look to be a partner, onthe
oremise of governmeni-to-government discussions. We do have other avenues ©o be abie to
assist us in this process, where we've learned on the BiA and 155 side. That halng said, help us
snderstand—who can we talk with? Because as Lieutenant Governor Keet and our ieadership
nave sald, émd wm tc be agle 10 have these jwncwm CnS VY,V and we "ave asked for
a March 15 date to be realized, because the w aw Deputy
Secretary }
diatoglie wi

ow of ap

iarden said she would ba teaving. <<1: Co we work wit
i to get that meedng in place in next few weeks?

Undersecretary Concannon: | think it's di itto have a meeting between now and March 15H,
the high season of budget hearings..that 57t going o nappen, realisuca:y. BuT |

g to take the message to the Secretary—he's unable to be here today. ’m

g to put a practical way here—but we can’t have the FOPIR T Food Advisary Sroup [Editor’s
Note: he refers here to the Food Package Review Work )m Groun, w composad in part of
NAZDPIR Board Members and FNS employees]..wea can’t fgve Tnem making recommendations,
aders making different recommendations. if we'ra geingloge farward with this

nal leaders will trump thelr voice... B fthe Food Package Review Werking Group]
won't be the dorinant voice anymore. ' sure you sult wits them, so 's ot one or the
ather. iet us Take what we've heard...l also have writlen comm bar Chairman
Saroid Erazier and Pl pass this along. L will try {0 come up witn a response 5 YOu 3s So0n as
nossibie, Within a number of weeks, not months. | recognize, just as you said, we have at least
in our case ten months or so, as has already been expressed. i we don’t convene and actually

have meetings, It’ sjust words. So do we have the meetings in Indian Country? That's probably
preferable. We don't reatly have a travel budget, so we have o figure out how to accommodete
such meetings and how to Incorporate sd v

ntific issues here, I'm not :\._Q_:mn_ tocreate s
separate organization on that front, but it needs to be under the aegis of this advisory group.
You've given us a [ot of substantive input here. Let us think about it, recognizing we need (0 gve
you a prompt response, in weeks not months. i don't want to be heid to the 1 15t of March,
very committed, but we't probably have to talk to other folks, too.

Gov. Mountain: That's excelient. | de appreciate you giving us a very clear idea of where
stand and what we can expect. We will follow up, we will have that feave behind and
folicw un with @ letter recognizing the meeting today, and what we's iike to see moving
. .
forward.

Chairwoman Roxanne Sazue: t want to say thank you for alfowing the ieaders to come Sanz
Same teachings have heen passed down to me; ! need to pass them ontog, otnerwise it gets
‘ast: singe the beginning of fime, the whoie prablem has always een that there was never, aver,
ever adequate funding. Ever. All the federal programs are trying 10 aiay catch-un, i you wi
Jw the way there’s increases in everything. The economy, I's I'xe anything we eal, aryining
1, there's toxing thare that are not geed for us.

ings *hat | want o say thank you for is: | gave you the letter from Cheyenne River
Y ¥
s my mother's trive. They were c:mEm to attend today but i wanted +o maxe

sure that fwould be coming today to this historic meeting, and there are nice nations: tthe
ceate of South Dakata alone: the Dakota, Lakota, Nekota peoples. | want (o acknowiedge the
Navaio Naton, and teli them that to me, you're setting precedents. 7o let Us <now you have the
ahiiity to grow your own food, and to me? That's sovereign. To me, ~gt means a0t 50 keep
Sout Dakota 'n mind therel Tlaughter]

raare s numiers. Had wa known you were g tomorrow, that affects

eally feel

":ym that we do;

~ indlan mc::ﬁ< We could have brought you our statf
that s vita) to ali of us. Bacause we all have that respensib
s serve. And i we don't have what it takes—the numbers—
+hat's not what we want to do to represent the people. So it mn“x e 9,J.m.1 eatders for
and for sharing your knowledge. | want to thank USDA for ali that you 0o for
MQ. buo. m.ﬁmo. i s\oc_au@ be Qo_nm _.:f.oc as a mother--my son is dlessed to work
am, é_.qu <oc g0 }mﬂm\ ”m; n:m.:

inthe

Jut when we tatk about our bodies, this s all we have, this is it. We need to always be g
ahout what we put into our bodies, what we eatand ¢ ink. The toxins that are sut h ar
our castie, we have to take care of it. Some of us have diabetes and ali the other
affect us. 1t's imoortant. The medications we take? To live? We take if for our heart hutthenit
attacks the other o".mmsm in our hody. A lot of the time we're not consciously aware. But! thank
you. [t's really important that we educate and reeducate ourselves on the nutritional facts, on
“he water, how sacred ﬁ:m water is: without water we cannot live. we take a lot of things for




-

granted. We always think it's going Lo te there, i we don’t take care of it—the land, the soii, we
have 10 be mindfui of these things because that's what we need to survive.

Crow Creek Tribe says [speaking Dakota] for allowing us to come, because we
are u_m<_Jm catch up, There's never enough funding for these programs, Sut we needto eat. i am
very thanidu! for these programs, because | 100 ate commodities. | am not ashamed to say that
That was how we survived,.so [ ate ‘emn, and | survived.

Aliza Brown: T want tp echo what gthers are mms:mk and the message we're ©
abecut my neapie. Our tribe s _Omm»mn on the outline of the Pacific. We have rive

forest lancs. We salmon, ek, Geer, bear, halibut, berries, roots, and we hunted ot s%m_m

Tnour DNA, 3.1 mo is high blood oﬂmmmr_:w cancer, and alconofism... | want to feed my ch

 the foods that are in their DNA.. SO it is because of meetings tike
Tribal nations that ! say thank you.

Chairman Vernon Miller: i#'s certainly important, in terms of the label ng ang the science in the
food packege that's provided, decause for the majority of our commy i
source of fang. Gur slgars are on limited fixed incomes, and there's hign mam.ju:\,\_ﬂmﬂ rgves in
ocur commonities. wnes o,% *ar ty reliant on FDPIR, that's the oniy form af

sustenansce, and s not as healthy as it could se.. it's still at a level that st ;

improved or

sepeds Lo e

my commenity, as small as we are, we have 3 n.a:aa renter, because so many of our

wy members are on dial ity also has a nursing home to care for
the elderies, necause of their diet. ted to uo:n that out, because that evidence of now
importans that food that's being provided is. 1t really has to be at a level tnat suunoris a d
that is heaithy ‘or our communiti m nappy to hear the other Tribal lracders, and nowt
lise thair “-ina' economies and food sources. We do have a Tribal farm, and we are expanding.
We are ~ow farming on our iowa side, and are expanding to 1500 acres. We dosell those to the
.‘mm_o_s.mm area, but we don't have the infrastructure o resell to our communitas, hecause one
year s con, ona year i's not sure those here frem USDA understand thase <,m_:n
want to echo <hose, and | too am thankful, but aiso eager to know that this s
Future conswtations and opportunities 1o have this type of dialogue.

My congressman is on Appropriations ust had a meeting with nim. | coGid have taiked
about the Dudgetary items, i could have assisted in that process. | could nave spent five minules
o taik about Dudgetary Ewmam and the ways tne communities need to improve. We need to uge
ar as a resource. | would have loved to have advocated on USDA's oehaif for ail these
tssuas _ana now that i kiow, at future mestings, | can do that.. This groug should workin

ythe staff hereto mm.,_mc:w 4:1 frizal needs an m _mmcmm are addressed, and that

diaicgua.

Representative Kenny Baker, Jr.: Good morning, and thank you for meeting with us. We have
come long ways. As { was pondering on this process that we've been through—our frst
in lune, and ~ow today: we have a chance to make history with this meeting. For once. [T is up

formation that we bring. Last meeting, | know it was a thor ™ happy

to hear you mmxmo for an increase of §5 miilion. I'm giad it didn’t fall on deaf ears, because as Lt.
Gov. Kee! said, we get lip service a fot. For a fong time, our relationship with USDA hasn't been

goad. In our .\mm_cm we had some struggles, Matonally—the lawsuit, with the farmers, for Nativ

Arnericans. Also at the national level.

So 1 thank you far your commitment to Indian Country, because when we come nefe, 1or a loz of
+'s hard. We're not that fortunate 10 afford to come every few months. Smailer tribes aren’t
here; they depend on us as we come out here 1o speak. And as we go through the different
changes in cur programs. Our grogram—we just actually meved to a new facllity. Our
particication has increasad 93% over the last <umﬁ Wwe had to move, because we had pecple
standing outsice <o get food. So as we worked with USOA ona grant or a ioan, which fel
through...that was probably nine homes the Tribe could have build for our peopie.

Bu* because of the importance of food, we fiad to get this building renovated. We have 3 uniaue
program, t the country: aur SNAP program and our food distribution program are
in one building. We are trying to buiid on this. We understand that Tribes don't get 3 word in
the educational funding that the states receive through SNAP. Our local office didn't even know
funds were available, Qur state, Nortn Dakota, nad a carryover of 43%-- ch is about
$100,000 carried over, And on expand ices—because of cur. E:m+ we thought was
good on the food products compared o .Pu\.r s to continue our partnership with SN
irmprove services for both places, betadse we xoow now much problems the SNAP ceosle have

—they are suying a lot of warm-ug stuff

N

Diabetes and dialysis—we send our peogie o three faciiides within the surroun
communities. The farthest one is ninety mies away, and our people mmﬁ up at 6a
two hours to get to thelr diaysis. : come m‘o_ﬂ\ém wave four districts In our tribe—my distr

has the most diahetos 'n it And a lot of them ave FDRIR clients, and rrm,\ rely hieavily on ﬂsmmm

e,

fonds. We talk about ger is a U_m fssue. When we think about it, it
makes me sag. Because we nave Kids at heme that don't get to eat every day. This is hard. it
gets me amoticnak. What we take for granted, cur kids—our staff at our schools know what kids
they are, because they don't ke It when they et Treaks, because they can't eat untl they
come back o school. v rORCEEn. AS B Country, we nave this issue

s ap counct level—

b know we want to talk about thi itee. A lot of the stuff we bring ta you
<oday, and have pefore this, has come from our -ﬁu.m directors and managers. So when ¢ rmm,

you talk about us rumping them—we work with our orograms, an 1d the information we brought
today and will continue to bring are suggestions our managers. Without them, we
wouldn’ U nere togay biinging thase issues - farth. 1 don't think we have issues with that—they

1
pressed their concerns onto us, and we push the issues m:mma.

Funding. Blg issues. A it of aur places ave very fortunate to have facilities, but some aren’t so
fortunate. One thing | see the government does aii the time is put monay out there and say,
“L et the Triges fignt for 11" And you lose the sense of what they're going for.  think with the
work ethic that we nave, pu g this forward, we need 1o stop that. We need Lo Ty to secure
the right amount of funding. Because as Chairwoman—




Chairwoman Sazue: [pronouncing her name] Sazue.

Rep. Baker, Jr.: Sazue. | have to say it rig! ht, she is my elder As Chairwoman Sazue said, the
programs are starting to catch baci up, as we see across indian Country: tHS, BiA, law
enforcement—they are funded at 49%. IH3 is underfunded. As we see increases finally starting
+a come, for some of our peonle, It's too late. For uo\:m of us, we hope we can still make that
change. I'd like to thank USDA, the Undersecretary, 1ne Secretary, for giving me this tme to
come and voice my concerns. | woulgn't my people due ¢ i didn’s speak. Se I'd ike to
thank you.

anco

Undersecretary Concannon: Thank you very much. Let me just say, | tend to view, and my work
coiieagues view, o%mﬂ dﬂmma ng progr that arer’t exgressiy targeted ot Native Americans, as
dren for example: we know that summer time is the
e a childis ,:oﬂ kely ﬁo Um :Sm V. <<m ve 3eer pushing very hard for more summer places,
but ke tpiaces that don't provide that. Soit's the Kind of
choice that perhaps Tribal leaders, we can use this cialogue o0 an ngaing basis as a way of
asking if you're taking advantage of that. There's no cap on it.it"s not a budget issue. 1t's justa
matter of finding organizations across “he couniny and i~ inglan Jounty that can offer these
Surmmer programs. Again, as a way of impacting those Cireumstances you | menticned. | icok
forward to that as a way forward, agart from FORIR. Some of cur strongest operalors c:a Ca
hes...so | dor™ [Imit it, the mair focus is on FDOPIR, Dul we Can make you aware of these

‘ngs and you can feed back to us toncerns, issues, *0 make 1 more accessible, we'te more
than open to that. Thank you.

Deputy Undersecretary xmum Wilsen: Do you operate any summer feeding programs or the AT

Risk after school program?

Rep. Baker, Jr: The summer one we ¢o have, butihe other 0ne you saig? What was it/

Deputy Undersecretary Wilson: At Risk? We can give you more Informaton.

ow how important they are
going now isn't

Tribal Secretary Aaron Otto: Than< you. i grew ug on commods
10 our communities tofeed us and 10 get us through -
directly related to that, buti'ma oi mam:n_ thecar
37 goé but at this UQ .s my tife, th hetes nas really taken 145 1ol on my body. | have

g, And mo the “oon._ ..“:Am % into my body, have become

racently took a tour of our cistribution Tadility and same things f saw, | thought were amazing.
The fruits and <mmm+mr‘mm and the gs that are wém: tieto glve 1o pecple. That's great, But!
like cur ground beed, it appears To be grain fagd mnz arefer it be grass fed beef
herause | know there's more Omega mm in that Umm_. mwn 's heter ..J< nmouwm ! im_wma
d and saw the cartons of mit
not mooaﬁo;o and if you want Ho, 573 f
on. | switched to fuli fat about 4-5 years ago and noticed a d .mm_;m:ﬁ :mE away. Full fat
yogurt, alt that. Stopped doing low fat. You do low fat they add something else..

[+

Some of the things | asked when | walked in there, | had concerns. Why don't we have—{"m stili
ng about the program—why don’t we purchase from our farm. We have a farm. Why
in't we want to move toward purchasing from our own farm? Why wouldn's USBA want us
o do that? | dor't think you don't want us to, | think there’s not a good avenue to do that at this
Se. Cur people eat fish, we have a fishery. That fishery nroduces white fish, But we can’t
ourchase that to hand it out. it's a traditional food for us, it's what my peaple lived on. The
same with wild rice, the mepomen. it's very important to us with nrotein and nutrition. It's
serrer than rice, guinea, or any other grain we could be eating. Wild riee—iust—the nutritic
that is batter than anything else. Why don't we have that? | Understand, there's red tape to be
ahie ‘o do that. But | think that's the most important t5 is for us o have accass. Its echolng

what nthers have said: have those traditional foods avaiiable that our peopie ate. Because it's
t's i our genes. And we need access to that. | say jokingly moer ves after seeing the

s,
scierce, and ali of that—and growing up on commadities out it yesterday a bit,
Sut—it's genodide via food. The things that ng us g us. It's prolonging iy,
Y view. And i know 1t sounds more regative w:m; some of the orher things that peopie have
said, but some foods are contributing to the mental heaith ang the u>< cal health of our
seonle and we need to corredt that. meeting is geting us I~ That direction. So | want to say
ank you.

Gov. Mountain: | know that Lieutenant Governor Keal had to ieave, Jut are there any closing
scatements, or thoughts? i've hesrd you, and [ believe, and we are “Ranihul, obviously, for you
anc for your staff to be here and to fisten to our congerns. AnG sooefully you've heard these
concerns. As you've mentioned, they nave substance. This 15 07y “nevery beginningtoa

garinership that needs to be'! insttutonalized, as Prosident Segaye has said. It's very imporant.
vo i yierd to you, Mister Concannon.

c:mm«mmﬂﬂmi Concannon: Thank you all again for coming...ihese ave, as nas been so well
sxoressed..these are issuas of life and death, Sves of ooopie, as we've just heard.
s we're <m_< noé?lmo +¢ Both 4o as much as we can in the fead! on programs 1o be
ie catories, but te mconal ( fsmr are healthy.
foiks mentioned seeing u_,co_._nm_ that's a change we've made during this aéministration. Wwe've
nected to DOD, and we piggyback on thelr cortracts 1o get aracuce oul to parts of couniny,
e as an example, that didn't have access to those foods Umnm;..vm of trave, {ogistics, roads or
iack thereof. We know there are many, many challenges i“es you speak for and
~enresent. We want to be a noﬂ%m force in terms of our food arograms, in terms of impacting
inue after the poiitical appointees are
gone, Tre sepior career pe cu,m are <£< commitied, We've made agiusiments in FDPIR, getting
rio of, for example..the asse + that kest people cut of tne program, These rare Changes
we've made to respond to challenges that households who have some assets have. Some of th
scremse that has ocourred nas been mere advantagecus for Individuals in indian Country than
SNA is, and we're pleased that those choices are out +here 1T is the rare example, where you
car onty be on one of the other. WIC, as | mentioned earlier, is ane of 0ur strongest public
nealth programs, and a number of Triba! organizations across the country run it directly. They
are very supportive and we're very pleased with that. They get nutrtton education funds as we
assacated with that. So we think, we believe, that to be very, very important as well.




S we'll take these concerns, weigh them, speak with other policymakers int
examples. We'li get back to you in a period of weeks about going forward. | accept and beiieve
what has been stated by President Begaye, that whatever we do, we do n a way that is
institutionalized, so it's not subject to whatever occurs next November and beyond interms of
the new administration, so that when they come in they get a briefing that says, we're
carmmitted 1o the foliowing venues..,

anre siece, i'm very interested, but | need a series of stientists coking at that, }know
at <_n<< s aview In some guarters, _o:+ itis not mv_mamg across :._m .nOm. o, 4rm

here, thank you 078 for neiping, to Janie Hipp, our mEE:um rom .pl&:mmm_ fo i
We look forward o next stes and wish you all safe travels. We hope to see you oul inere. Sope
0 see you as we ravel as welt,

President Begaye: ' want 10 express our appreciation also, and your teniak
look at the consuitation grous—we appraciate it. To work with what time
imooranticusasa!l me(<+:o current President has put in place. We supp

noieneartedly, nartcuiarly for us 1o be able to process, prodiice, and m
products in our own amm_a_.,m




