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Tribal Court

Mission Statement

To implement the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians judicial system by building on
the community values of respect, culture and spirituality, that allows for unity, fairness and due
process in resolving issues, conflicts and disputes within the Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians jurisdiction.

Vision Statement

Secure the full enjoyment of community and personal rights guaranteed by Tribal Law, Federal
Law and the Tribal Constitution through a fair and just judiciary system.

Program Summary

The Tribal Judiciary is a separate branch of tribal government established by the tribal
constitution. It decides questions concerning the scope and existence of tribal power and gives
definition to the substantive law governing the tribe. It is responsible to protect the procedural
and individual rights of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indian people and entities
subject to tribal jurisdiction.

The judicial power of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians is vested in a tribal court
system composed of a court of general jurisdiction, called Tribal Court, and an appellate court,
called Tribal Appellate Court.

The chief judge and associate judge preside over all civil and criminal cases in Tribal Court
arising under the tribal constitution, statutes, regulations, or judicial decisions of the Little
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. Tribal Court’s jurisdiction is based upon the Tribe’s
inherent sovereignty, traditional custom, and federal law.

The Tribal Appellate Court consists of a chief justice and two associate justices that hear
appeals from Tribal Court. All Tribal Appellate Court decisions are final and cannot be
appealed.

Contact Information:
Bernadece Kiogima

Tribal Court Administrator
bkiogima@]Itbbodawa-nsn.gov
(231) 242-1462



Tribal Court

Desired Outcome:
nd just judiciary system.

Tribal Court Revenues by Source
Total = $ 887,730

Inter-Tribal
Council of MI
$ 25,736
3%
Tribal Support
$ 7;?;/345 US Dept. of
Justice
$ 85,249
10%

Tribal Court Expenses by Category
Total = $ 887,730
Equipment

$ 21,555 Indirect Costs
2% $ 196,602
22%
Consultants
$ 54,532
6%
Supplies &
Expenses
$ 100,458
1% Salaries &
Travel & Fringe
Training $ 450,787
$ 54,795

53%
6%

Tactical Goals:

1.) Timely hearing and appeals process for criminal justice.

2.) A judicial system that respects and incorporates spirituality, culture and traditions.

3.) Maintain community justice (probation) program.

Tribal Court Cost Per Case

$3,300
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Probation Cost Per Case

$4,849
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Tribal Court - Additional Statistics

2006 Case-Load by Judge

2006 Case-Load by Type

Not
Judge Criminal
Petoskey 20
73 /
Appeal
Judge Apellate - L
Justi Civil
/ “51'095 186 _ Children
17
Judge Juvenile
Gasco 7

1 46

2006 Case-Type by Judge

80
70
60
50 @ Judge Petoskey
40 ® Judge Kronk
0O Judge Gasco
30+
20+
*8 Civil Cases were not
10 b assigned
*Judge Martin presided over 1
0 Criminal Case

Children Division Juvenile Division

Civil Division

*The Appelate Justices

Criminal Division presided over 1Appeal

“I.!l

Court Clerk Linda Harper, Peacemaking Coordinator David

Keller, Probation Officer Tiffany Willis, Court
Administrator Bernadece Kiogima
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