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What’s Inside

Th is newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740. 
We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.
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By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye
Texas district court ruling is a departure from federal 

law, history

Editor’s note: Th e following article appeared on In-
dian Country Today on December 3, 2018 and is reprint-
ed here with permission. 

Th e United States will join four tribes defending the 
Indian Child Welfare Act against a district court ruling 
in Texas.

Th e Department of Justice, with the Department 
of Interior and Health and Human Services, and their 
offi  cials, fi led a notice of appeal on November 30 to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fift h Circuit, according to 
a  joint statement from the National Indian Child Wel-
fare Association, the National Congress of American 
Indians, the Native American Rights Fund and the As-
sociation on American Indian Aff airs.

Th ese four organizations “applaud the United States’ 
decision” in defending the 1978 law with the tribes in-
volved -- Cherokee Nation, Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians, Oneida Nation and Quinault Indian Nation. 
Th e four tribes fi led their notice of appeal on November 
19.

“We applaud the Department of Justice for stand-
ing up for Native children and families by continuing to 
vigorously defend ICWA,” said Sarah Kastelic, Executive 
Director of the National Indian Child Welfare Associa-
tion. “Th e Department’s action sends a strong and clear 
message that tribal nations, as governments, have a role 
in protecting Native children from abuse and neglect; 
helping families receive the support services they need; 
and ensuring children stay connected to their families, 
culture, and communities.”

Th e next step is waiting for the arguments from 
the U.S. and four tribes which will say why they are ap-
pealing, according to Dan Lewerenz, an attorney with 
the Native American Rights Fund. Lewerenz has been 
working on cases pertaining to the Indian Child Welfare 
Act since 2015. Th e law organization is working with 
Dentons, a global law fi rm, to defend this case.

“Th e Native American Rights Fund is glad to see 
that the United States has joined the Tribal Defendants 
(Cherokee Nation, Morongo Band of Mission Indians, 
Oneida Nation, and Quinault Indian Nation) in this 
appeal,” Lewerenz said in the statement. “It is shocking 
that the lower court would so casually set aside an Act of 
Congress that has been in eff ect for 40 years, and would 
rely on such novel reinterpretations of Supreme Court 
precedent to do so. Congress spent years investigating 
and draft ing the Indian Child Welfare Act, and in doing 
so conscientiously weighed the constitutional issues at 
stake. We are glad that the United States will continue to 

U.S. TO DEFEND INDIAN CHILD WELFARE ACT

Submitted by the Mnozhiyaa/
Community Health Department

Th e Decolonizing Diet Project 
(DDP) was born at Northern Mich-
igan University (NMU) in 2010, the 
brainchild of Dr. Martin Reinhardt 
who proposed a research project to 
see what would happen to 25 healthy 
volunteers who for one year ate the 
way the Anishinabek would have pri-
or to the European colonization of 
the Great Lakes area. 

From March 2012 to March 
2013, participants committed to eat-
ing at least 25% of their diet from 
the master list of foods put together. 
Th ey also took part in food gathers 
and harvests, cook-off s and recipe 
demonstrations, blogging and jour-
naling as well as frequent health 
checks. It was observed that almost 
everyone lost weight, and their 
health improved (lower blood sugar 
and pressure, lower cholesterol, etc.), 
but most important was the sense of 
community that developed as they 
worked together. 

In 2016, the Decolonizing Diet 

Project Cookbook was published, 
and aft er reviewing a copy of the 
book, the Mnozhiyaa/Community 
Health Department began holding 
events centered around the DDP. 
Th ere were several food harvests 
(wild leeks in the spring), and at least 
one potluck, but we felt we could 
do more. At the 2017 Sovereignty 
Day Celebration, we held the fi rst 
DDP Indigi-Chopped Competition, 
a mash-up of the DDP and the TV 
show Chopped! Th ree teams were 
given a box of foods which could be 
used to produce a salad or side dish, 
an entrée and a dessert. Th e winner 
of the inaugural competition was 
Amanda Weinert (who had partici-
pated in the original project while at 
NMU) and Jeff  Gokee. 

We are pleased to announce 
that we will be holding another In-
digi-Chopped this upcoming month, 
January 25, from 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
LTBB Commons Area. Th e rules will 
be slightly diff erent; we are asking for 
teams of two, parent and child, to ap-
ply. Boxes with indigenous foods will 
be provided for each team, and like 

before, there will be some must-use 
items. Th e public is invited to attend, 
for the full aft ernoon or just for the 
judging, and will be able to taste all 
the goodness although judging will 
be done by a panel of notable com-
munity foodies. 

For full rules and more infor-
mation, contact Regina Bruback-
er-Carver at 231-242-1664 or 
rbrubacker@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov OR 
Billi Jo Head at 231-242-1648 or bj-
head@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 

Photo of the DDP Indigi-Chopped 
Competition held at the 2017 Sover-
eignty Day Celebration is by Pre-Press 
Graphic Specialist Wendy Congdon.

D E C O L O N I Z I N G  D I E T  P R O J E C T  I N D I G I - C H O P P E D  F A M I L Y  E D I T I O N  T O  B E  H E L D 
J A N U A R Y  2 5 

Th e Decolonizing Diet Project 
Cookbook is available at the 
LTBB Cultural Library. Courtesy 
photo. 

December 4, 2018 marked the ONE YEAR ANNIVERSA-
RY of the opening of the LTBB Pharmacy, located at the LTBB 
Health Park in Petoskey, MI. 

In the fi rst year, 26,799 prescriptions were fi lled for clients.
Th e pharmacy was open for 253 days and fi lled an average of 

106 prescriptions per day.  
We have heard many positive comments from clients who 

are proud to get their prescriptions fi lled at their own tribal phar-
macy. 

Chi Miigwetch to our wonderful pharmacy staff  pictured 
from left  to right below: Tom Sandison, Chief Pharmacist; Ma-
ria Sargent, Pharmacy Technician and LTBB Tribal Citizen; and 
Mark Dawson, Pharmacist; and also to Maritza Fuerte, Pharma-
cy Technician and LTBB Tribal Citizen, who is missing from the 
picture. 

Th ey are doing a fantastic job of providing a great service to 
our people. Congratulations on a GREAT fi rst year!  Keep up the 
good work!

Courtesy photo.

L T B B  C E L E B R A T E S  O N E  Y E A R  A N N I V E R S A R Y  O F  T H E  L T B B  P H A R M A C Y

“ICWA” continued on page 25.
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Th e Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, 
but we cannot run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we have 
a newsletter and not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space 
and content.

Th e deadline for the February 2019 issue of Odawa Trails is December 28, 2018.
 You can e-mail or call your submissions in to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or at 231-242-1427 or 231-242-1429. Please only 

call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

Tribal Telephone Directory 
and Website Information

 LTBB Governmental Website          www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
Odawa Trails Website           www.odawatrails.com

 Beverly Wemigwase, Receptionist 231-242-1400
             1-866-652-5822

 Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of LTBB Mission Statement 
Debendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aawiyiing.  Geyaabi gdaa’aanaa miinwaa gdanwewmi Anishinaabemowin, maanda egishkaago’iing debendiz-

iwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwaa wiimnaadendiziyiing.  Gdabendaanaa debendiziwin kina gwaya Odawak naasaap eyaamjik, maanda naa-
kinigewinan, maadiziwin miinwaa mnidoowaadiziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik debendamowaad. Maanda debendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, kanamaajiidonaa 
niigaan ezhibezhigoyiing, kinoomaadwin, dbaakinigewin, giigidowin miinwaa naakinigewin.  Kazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadiziwin 
waabii’aamigak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendamowin, aakde’ewin, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaa-
dendiziwin miinwaa debwewin.  Kanakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing nakaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishi-
naabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa.  Ninda eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

LTBB Mission Statement
Being Odawa is all about freedom.  Th e Freedom to be a part of a people who, with integrity and pride, still have and speak our own language.  Th e 

freedom to share in common with all other Odawak the customs, culture, and spirituality of our ancestors.  Th e freedom we have today we will bring to 
the future through unity, education, justice, communication, and planning.  We will reach out to the next seven generations by holding to cultural values 
of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth.  We will utilize our Tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to become successful, 
hard-working community members who proudly represent our culture.  With these values we will move the Tribe forward.Tribal Administration

242-1400

Tribal Chairman’s Offi  ce
Julie Janiskee, Administrative 

Assistant
242-1401

Tribal Council/Legislative Offi  ce
Linda Gokee, Administrative 

Assistant
1-866-972-0077

Legal Department
Su Lantz, 
Assistant
242-1407

Offi  ce of Citizens Legal
Assistance

Cherie Dominic, Attorney
242-1433

Accounting Department
Jon Shawa, Assistant

242-1440

Mandy Szocinski, Contracts
242-1439

Archives, Records and 
Repatriation Department

Eric Hemenway,
Director
242-1527

Commerce Department
Th eresa Keshick,

Assistant
242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar,

Coordinator
242-1427

Wendy Congdon,
Pre-Press Graphic Specialist

242-1429

Elders Department
Eva Oldman, Administrative 

Assistant
242-1423

Enrollment Department
Marin Taylor,

Administrative Assistant/
Genealogist

242-1521

Facilities Department
Simon Kenwabikise, Director

242-1532

Education Department
Tammy Gasco, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1480

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin 
Language Department

Carla Osawamick, Director
242-1454

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, 

Director
242-1597

Grant Writer
Amber Holt

242-1400

Alison Simon
242-1400

Health Department
242-1611

Health Clinic
242-1700

Health
242-1600

Community Health  
(Transportation)

242-1601

Dental Clinic
242-1740

Maternal Child 
Health Outreach

242-1614

Pharmacy
242-1750

Housing Department
Yarrow Young,

Administrative Assistant
242-1540

Human Resources 
Department

Dorla McPeak,
Administrative Assistant

242-1555

Human Services Department 
Administrative Assistant 

242-1621

Law Enforcement 
Department
Tribal Police

242-1500

MIS Department
Mark Tracy, 

Director
242-1531

Natural Resource 
Department

Debra Smithkey-Browne,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1670

Planning, Zoning and
 Building Department

Shari Temple,
Administrative Assistant

242-1581

Amanda Swiss,
Tribal Planner

242-1508

Substance Abuse/
Mental Health Department

Pat Boda,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1640

Brenda Schoolcraft , 
Offi  ce/Intake Coordinator

242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking
Program
242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Offi  ce
Gwen Teuthorn, Offi  ce Manager 

242-1475

Youth Services Department
Tina Dominic, Coordinator 

242-1593
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Th ese fi sh will be hatched out and raised as 
a part of our Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
Grant to investigate rearing techniques for Lake 
Whitefi sh and Cisco. Additionally, the fi ngerlings 

will be stocked out in June to test possible resto-
ration options for a declining Lake Whitefi sh pop-
ulation.

Courtesy photos.  

L A K E  W H I T E F I S H  E G G  C O L L E C T I O N  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8
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January Elders Birthdays
January 1

John Deckrow, Sr.
Leslie Flint

Janice Beckhorn

January 2
Steven Hegenbarth

Margaret Ortner
John Walker

January 3
Meredith Shlechter

Norman Rittenhouse, Jr.

January 4
Nancy Honeysette
David Kughman
Leon Bailey, Jr.
Verna Jeanotte

January 5
Betty Hoffman
Monica Baker
David Adams

Lawrence Petoskey
Michael Dayson
Jay Harrington
Donna Bartley

January 6
Dennis Shananaquet

Katherine Shomin
Sharon Keller
Marie Bowers

January 7
Jane Martell

Mary Crossett
Gary Harper

Raymond Shawa, Jr.

January 8
Lauree Kirchoff
Corrine Smith
Brian Dominic

Christine Thomas
Rosemary Knapp

January 9
Glenn Holdorph
Roger Martell

Deborah Harrison
Brian Fluette
Virginia Irland
Colleen Field

January 10
Steven Melancon, Jr.

January 11
Sharalee Boda

J Cottrell

January 12
Nivia Paul

January 13
Terri Denemy

January 14
Anna Disbrow

Bernard Roussain
Dollie Keway
Sophie Conlin

Penelope Griffi n

January 15
Monica Wines
Laurie Sloan
Curtis Willis

Kaylene Hendrickson
Kaye Zitka

January 16
Judy Field

Carter McFall
Linda Hagg

Carmen Corby
Patricia Alsip
Andrea Cagle

January 17
Elaine Minichino

William Boda
Dale Himes
Lou Allen

Marie Carter
Carole Prior

Rosemary Lucchese

January 18
Mary Rittase

January 19
Paul Martell

Ronald Elzinga

January 20
Cheryl McLane

Regina Brubacker-Carver
Gale Walker

Michael Bugaj
Clifford Cutler

January 21
Regina Bentley
Christine Merrill

Constance Woods
Gary Compo

January 22
Andrew Lasley

Charles Heinberg
Steven Crossett

Deborah Cracraft-Nord
Walter Ortner

Joseph Pierzynowski
Jeanette Mathews

Robert Kiogima
Anthony Genia, Jr.

January 23
John Chisholm, Sr.

Denise Frye
Rhonda Shalifoe

Marilyn McDonald
Carolyn Taglauer

January 24
Norman Shananaquet

January 25
Glenna Kimball
Patrick Anthony
Scott Sochay

Sherry Andrews
Lawrence Stead

Deborah De Leon
Gordon Laitinen

January 26
Anthony Davis, Sr.

Dan Darling
Brenda Cash

Donald Denemy
Betty Keller

Steven Sochay

January 27
Diane Curtiss
John Liebgott

Celeste Chingwa
Edward Burch

Matthew Delmas
Dee Dee Gasco

January 28
Melinda Engstrom
Richard Petoskey
Ronald Roussain
Richard Wilburn
Garland Baker
Kathryn Siler
Mary Crowl

January 29
Joseph Smith
Timothy Smith

Laurie Davidson
Catherine Schwiderson

Rita Shananaquet
Janelle Delorme

January 30
Donna Shlechter

Mary Steffes
Timothy Lacroix

Daniel Clark

January 31
Donald Keshick
Juanita Rogers
William Massey

Joan Jacobs
Ruth Eagleman
Shirley Dunkley
Jennie Heeres
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If you would like to be 
on the tribal govern-
mental vendor list for 
providing goods or ser-
vices to the LTBB gov-
ernment, please con-
tact Mandy Szocinski at 
231-242-1439 or mszo-
cinski@ltbbodawa-nsn.
gov. Please be prepared 
to provide the follow-
ing information: Name, 
contact information, 
good/services you are 
providing and any ad-
ditional information as 
required.  Supporting 
our tribal businesses is 
our preference. Chi Mi-
igwech!

A T T E N T I O N  T R I B A L 
B U S I N E S S E S /E N T R E P R E N E U R S !

Aanii!
Th is information is to help remind you 

of what the Food & Utility Appropriation Al-
lowance entails.

Who qualifi es for the Food and Utility 
Appropriation Allowance program?

Since there is NO income restriction 
with this particular program, it is open to any 
Little Traverse Bay Bands member who is an 
elder.

Who is considered an elder?
An elder is an individual who is 55 years 

of age or older.
How much does the Food & Utility Ap-

propriation Allowance reimburse?
With this program, you can receive a 

maximum of $400 reimbursement!
What do I need to receive Allowance?
In order to receive full allowance, you 

need to make sure that all information on the 
application is fi lled out completely and that 
your address is current with enrollment.

How long does it take to receive my Al-
lowance?

It takes up to 3-5 weeks for reimburse-
ment to be received. Now, keep in mind that 
if you are missing documentation that your 
reimbursement will be delayed.

Is there a deadline?
Yes. Th e deadline for the Food and Utili-

ty Allowance is November 30th of the current 
year. If the Elders Department receives appli-
cations past the deadline, it is up to the dis-
cretion of the department whether or not the 
application may be processed. All mail must 
be postmarked by November 30th.

What if my address has changed?
If your address has changed, make sure 

that the Enrollment Department is aware of 
the changes. You will need to complete an 
address change verifi cation form. Enrollment 
can be reached at 231-242-1521.
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We are still in the process of scanning enroll-
ment records and linking relationships in our Cit-
izenship Database (Progeny ES). We will be con-
tacting you via mail if your enrollment record is 
missing a photo copy of your social security card. 

If we do not have a copy of your social se-
curity verification on file prior to October 31, 

2019, (the 2019 per capita payment distribution 
deadline), your per capita payment may be held 
or delayed in 2019. 

Acceptable Verification of your Social Secu-
rity number includes the following:

� Copy of your Social Security Card
� Social Security Card number printed by 

Social Security Administration Office

� Social Security Administration Benefit 
Statementa

� W-2 or 1099 form
� Pay stub containing your name and social 

security number
� Valid U.S. military ID card with photo 

(DD-2 or CAC card)
� Other official document/card containing 

your name and social security number.
Our goal is to not only keep our records up 

to date, but to make sure by working together that 
everyone gets their 2019  per capita check. If you 
have any questions, call the Enrollment Depart-
ment at 231-242-1520.

A T T E N T I O N :  2 0 1 9  P E R  C A P I T A  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

By Th eresa Keshick, Department of Commerce 
Assistant

Th e Department of Commerce (DOC) would 
like to remind the tribal membership about a few 
items pertaining to the Tax Agreement.

First of all, I cannot express enough how import- 
ant it is to keep your address updated.

Th e fi rst step in becoming a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) is to offi  cially change your address 
with the Enrollment Department. Th is must be done 
in writing and as soon as possible.

Th e DOC cannot and will not change the esti- 
mated beginning date (EBD) (which is always the 
fi rst in any given month) of a member’s tax exempt 
status (see example below).

It is YOUR responsibility to update your address 
on fi le with the Enrollment Department. Th is date 
will aff ect how many months you will be able to fi le 
the Annual Resident Tribal Member Sales Tax Cred-
it (Tribal Form 4013). It is to your benefi t to be able 
to fi le for the maximum number of months for this 
credit.

In addition, being an RTM will allow you to pur- 
chase large items such as vehicles, boats, motorcycles 
and off  the road vehicles tax exempt.

Th ere is a form that needs to be fi lled out called 
a “Request for TCE” (Tribal Certifi cate of Exemp- 
tion), which is available in my offi  ce. Once this form 

is completely fi lled out, I will then issue the RTM the 
actual Tribal Certifi cate of Exemption (Tribal Form 
3998).

If you plan on purchasing any of these items, 
please contact me FIRST, and I will be happy to get 
you the form via e-mail or fax. I am also able to fax 
the TCEs to the dealership you are doing business 
with.

Being an RTM will also allow you to be tax ex- 
empt on utility bills such as phone, cable, gas, pro- 
pane, electricity, satellite and cellular service. If you 
have not fi lled out a Utility Provider Survey, please 
contact the DOC, and I will be happy to get one to 
you.

Also, another important thing to remember is if 
you do move into the Tax Agreement Area (TAA), 
your RTM status does NOT take eff ect until the fi rst 
day of the following month.

Example: I move to Petoskey, MI, (inside the 
TAA) on September 5, 2010. My RTM (EBD) status 
begins October 1, 2010. All updates are sent to the 
State of Michigan as close to the end of the month as 
possible.

Th e LTBB Tax Agreement is viewable on the 
State of Michigan’s website at:

https://tinyurl.com/ltbbmitax
If you have any other questions pertaining to the 

Tax Agreement, I can reached at my offi  ce at 231-242- 
1584 or via e-mail at tkeshick@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

T A X  A G R E E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
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Do you make New Year’s 
resolutions? Th e new year makes 
us hopeful for a fresh start. It is 
refl ected in the types of resolu-
tions we make.

Resolutions are a form of 
goal-setting, which in turn, en-
tails shift ing our focus from one 
priority to another. We all start 
with the same 24 hours each 
day.  We all make time for the 
most important things in our 
lives. Th erefore, reaching our 
goals, resolutions or priorities is 
simply about: 1) deciding what 
is important, 2) focusing on the 
things that will move you to-
ward goal completion and 3) re-
ducing competing activities. 

We recently held a strategic 
planning session at the govern-
ment center for economic devel-
opment. It is a great way to start 
out the year and work on build-

ing sustainable economic devel-
opment for our Tribe. 

I personally have some goals 
for our government, incorporat-
ing more traditional teachings 
throughout our government 
center with staff . 

We are fi nalizing a plan to 
be approved by Tribal Council to 
build more aff ordable housing in 
our area. 

We continue to work with 
our state, local and federal offi  -
cials on issues that concern our 
tribe. 

Looking forward to mov-
ing in to 2019 in a good way and 
wishing all happiness and health 
in the new year. 

F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E

Submitted by the Human 
Services Department

In 2018, the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands Department of Hu-
man Services received a grant for 
Elder Mistreatment Prevention 
through the National Indigenous 
Elder Justice Initiative (NEIJI) 
Innovation Grant, administered 

by the Center for Rural Health at 
the University of North Dakota 
School of Medicine and Health 
Sciences. Funding was provided 
through the Administration for 
Community Living. 

Th rough this 12-month 
grant period, DHS disseminated 
information to the LTBB com-
munity to help increase the un-
derstanding of elder abuse and 
mistreatment. DHS hosted a 
regular news article in the Oda-
wa Trails as well as a word search 
and this month’s word puzzle. 
DHS Social Workers attended 
Elder Luncheons where they 
provided information to help 
raise the community’s knowl-

edge regarding all aspects of 
elder abuse. Postcards remind-
ing individuals of World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day and how 
to prevent elder abuse were sent 
out, brochures were provided at 
community events and a public 
service announcement aired on 
local television stations.     

Please remember, if you see 
signs and suspect possible elder 
abuse, please call Central Intake 
at 1-855-444-3911 to make a re-
port. If you have general ques-
tions or concerns, feel free to 
contact LTBB DHS and speak 
with a social worker at 231-242-
1620.

Courtesy graphic. 

B R I N G I N G  E L D E R  A B U S E  A W A R E N E S S  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
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Submitted by the Human Services Department 

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians Department of Human Services, Survivor 
Outreach Services (SOS) Program, has been estab-
lished since January 2013. Th is program has helped 
approximately 200 survivors of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, dating violence and stalking. With 
the continued success of this program, DHS set out 
to secure new funding to enhance and expand our 
services. Th is year, DHS was graciously awarded 
four grants that will allow SOS to continue provid-
ing services to end violence in our community.

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
Th is year, SOS received a new grant from the 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Division of Victim Services, Victims of Crime 
Act (VOCA). Th is grant funding will allow SOS to 
serve victims of all crimes with priorities areas, in-
cluding victims of adult sexual assault, adults sex-
ually abused/assaulted as children, domestic and/
or family violence, stalking/harassment and elder 
abuse or neglect. Th is grant also includes a full-time 
advocate, Keely Frye. Ms. Frye was an advocate pre-
viously with SOS, and we are thrilled to welcome 
her back for this new endeavor. 

Rural Program 
LTBB SOS is also excited to announce we have 

received another new grant from the Offi  ce on Vi-
olence Against Women (OVW) the Rural Sexual 
Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence and 
Stalking Program (Rural Program). Th is grant will 
have a focus on increasing education and awareness 
regarding sex traffi  cking in the LTBB community 
and surrounding areas. Th ese funds will allow SOS 
to provide training and awareness activities to in-
crease community knowledge of sex traffi  cking in 
our area. 

Transitional Supportive Housing
LTBB was awarded the OVW Transition-

al Housing Assistance Program grant. Th is grant 
supports holistic, victim centered approaches for 
moving victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence or stalking to permanent housing 
through the provision of transitional housing assis-
tance and supportive services. 

Family Violence Prevention and Services Act
LTBB SOS also received the Family Violence 

Prevention & Services Act grant from the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. Th is funding 
supports SOS in providing direct client services to 
victims of domestic or dating violence and human 
traffi  cking. 

For more information, please contact the De-
partment of Human Services and speak with an ad-
vocate at 231-242-1620.

H U M A N  S E R V I C E S  D E P A R T M E N T  A W A R D E D  F O U R  G R A N T S  T O  C O N T I N U E 
A N D  E X P A N D  S E R V I C E S  I N  I T S  S U R V I V O R  O U T R E A C H  S E R V I C E S  P R O G R A M
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Coloring Contest 

Winners!

Letter to Santa Winner!
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Giizisak, Moons are what is used in the Anishi-
naabe way to talk about months. Th ere are 13 moons 
in a year, referring to the full moons and the moon 
cycle. Th e moons are named by Anishinaabek, and 
most other tribal peoples. Th e names vary by areas 
and communities, but most oft en are named for 
what is happening in their natural surroundings at 
that time of year. Th ey are not offi  cial or standard-
ized names. As seasons shift , and we begin to feel 
the eff ects of global warming, the names seem not 
to fi t as well as they once did. As an example, we 
use Ziisabaakdake Giizis for April, meaning sugar 
bush moon. However, sap gathering is happening 
in March, and even starting as early as February in 
the past few years. In the meantime, we use the fol-
lowing names of the 13 moons, in our teaching and 
lessons:

Mnido Giizis - Spirit Moon (January)
Mkwa Giizis - Bear Moon (February)
Naabdin Giizis - Snow Crust Moon (March)
Bopogimenh Giizis - Broken Snowshoe Moon 

(13th moon)
Ziisabaakdake Giizis - Sugar Bush Moon /Ma-

ple Sap Gathering (April)
Nmebine Giizis - Sucker Moon, sucker fi sh 

spawning (May)
Waabgonii Giizis - Blossom Moon (June)
Miin Giizis - Berry Moon (July)
Mnoomin Giizis - Rice Moon (August)
Waabagaa Giizis - Autumn Moon (September)
Bnaakwii Giizis - Falling Leaves Moon (Octo-

ber)
Baashkaakodin Giizis - Freezing Moon (No-

vember)
Mnido Giizisonhs - Little Spirit Moon (Decem-

ber)
Anishinaabek have a great reverence for 

Mshiikenh, the turtle. As part of our creation sto-
ry, Mshiikenh helped to save the earth by providing 

a place to grow the land. Th e turtle shell is also a 
signifi cant symbol used by Anishinaabek to speak 
about the moons and the moon cycle. It’s somewhat 
like a calendar. Amazingly, nearly all species of tur-
tles in the Great Lakes region have the patterns on 
their shells that represent the 13 moons, and the 28-
day moon cycle.

Th is image shows Mshiikenh has 13 segments 
on his shell (representing 13 Moons) and 28 small 
platelets forming the edging on his shell (represent-
ing 28 days in a cycle). We fi lled the segments with 
our artwork symbolizing the 13 moons. Th e artwork 
was done by artist Janelle DeLorme. Renee Dillard 
created a unit using the concepts here.  Much of the 
language learning materials and 13 Moons activities 
can be found, and downloaded, on GALD webpage 
on the LTBB website.

Interestingly, 9 out of the 10 species of turtles 
found in Michigan, bear the pattern shown here. 
Th ey all have the 13 segments, and 28 platelets. (Th e 
one turtle that does not is the Spiny Soft -Shell Tur-
tle). All of these species wear the pattern on their 
shells:

Snapping Turtle
Painted Turtle
Box Turtle
Blanding’s Turtle
Musk Turtle
Map Turtle
Spotted Turtle
Red-Eared Slider Turtle
Wood Turtle
Please feel free to cut the image out and dis-

cuss it with your children. Research it with a friend. 
Learn more about the 13 Moons and Turtle’s Back. If 
you have related teachings or Anishinaabe language, 
please contact GALD (Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin 
Language Department). Miigwech!

Courtesy graphic. 

1 3  G I I Z I S A K
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Answer Key on page 24.
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K I D S ,  T E E N S  A N D  A D U L T S !  J O I N  T H E  C U L T U R A L  L I B R A R Y ’ S 
J A N U A R Y  B O O K  B I N G O  A N D  E A R N  G R E A T  P R I Z E S !

Rules:
� Sign up for a LTBB library card number (local 

and non-local, tribal and non-tribal).
� One book can be used to fi ll multiple spaces.
� Books read to early readers count as well.
� Each BINGO (vertical, horizontal, or diagonal) 

receives one entry into January’s prize drawing, but 
you are only eligible to win ONE prize.
� Turn in BINGO card to Cultural Library by 

Monday, February 4th, by 3 p.m. to enter the prize 
drawing.
� Two separate drawings for teens and adults.

Kids Prizes:
• One pair of movie tickets

• (Two) $15 gift  card to McLean & Eakin Book-
sellers

• $10 gift  card to Little Caesars Pizza

Teen and Adult Prizes:
• One pair of movie tickets
• $15 gift  card to McLean & Eakin Booksellers
• $10 gift  card to Little Caesars Pizza
• $10 gift  card to Starbucks

Book BINGO runs through March 2019. BINGO 
cards are available at https://tinyurl.com/ltbbcultur-
allibrary and at the Cultural Library. Call 231-242-
1487 with questions.
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Th e Native Financial Educa-
tion Coalition (NFEC) has offi  -
cially launched its new website, 
which is designed to serve as a 
living online resource center for 
tribal leaders, fi nancial educa-
tion practitioners, researchers, 
policymakers and other stake-
holders interested in learning 
more about the state of Indian 
country fi nancial education and 
how to strengthen it. 

 Th e new NFEC site features 
a comprehensive array of re-
source components designed to 
keep site visitors up to speed on 
the latest information, research, 
data, best practices and tools 
focused on this critical topic, in-
cluding:

News & Updates ticker: 
Featuring the latest news about 
Indian country fi nancial educa-
tion, upcoming events and new 
grant opportunities. 

Latest Research & Data: 
Th e 10 most recent research- 
and data-based resources added 
to the NFEC site. 

Tools & Resources: Tool-
kits, handbooks, tip sheets, mo-
bile apps, online fi nancial educa-
tion programs and other useful 
online tools and resources. 

Research Catalogue: A 
comprehensive catalogue of re-
search-based resources, grouped 
into nine main topic areas deal-
ing with particular aspects of fi -
nancial education, ranging from 
“Access to Capital & Credit” to 

“Taxation” 
Help Us Grow Our Site: 

Enabling site visitors to recom-
mend NFEC add specifi c new 
resources to the site. 

To access the new NFEC 
website, please visit http://www.
nfec.us/

About NFEC: Th e Nation-
al Congress of American Indi-
ans (NCAI) serves as the lead 
steward of the Native Financial 
Education Coalition, which was 
founded in 2000 as a result of 
a U.S. Department of Treasury 
initiative on fi nancial literacy. 
NFEC’s mission is to (1) increase 
awareness of the need for ade-
quate personal fi nance skills in 
Native communities, (2) build 
the capacity of tribal govern-
ments and Native organizations 
to provide fi nancial education; 
and (3) support the eff orts of Co-
alition partners and stakeholders 
to promote fi nancial manage-
ment skills through information 
sharing and collaboration.  

Courtesy graphic. 

N A T I V E  F I N A N C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  C O A L I T I O N  L A U N C H E S  N E W  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R

Editor’s note: Th e following is an Inter-Tribal 
Council of Michigan, Inc. press release. 

Whether insured or not, the Breast and Cervi-
cal Cancer Control Navigation Program (BCCCNP) 
within the Michigan Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, will help women receive the care they 
need. Th is program supports women who live with-
in or outside the purchased referred care service 
area of their tribal clinic.  

Th e BCCCNP program can arrange for eligible 
women to receive breast and cervical cancer screen-
ings, follow-up care for an abnormal test result, and 
treatment if a breast or cervical cancer is diagnosed.

 Eligible women must be between the ages of 
21-64 with an income between 139 and 250% of the 

federal poverty level. For a woman who is single/di-
vorced or a widow with no dependents, this means an 
annual income between $16,753 and $30,350. For a 
family of four, this means an annual income between 
$34,638 and $62,750.   

Uninsured women can enroll in the program 
and receive cancer screening services (mammo-
grams and Pap tests) at no cost. 

Underinsured women (women with high de-
ductibles) may receive screening and/or diagnostic 
services not paid by their insurance. 

Insured women can receive assistance by pro-
gram navigators to receive screening diagnostic 
and/or treatment services.

Women diagnosed with breast or cervical can-
cer may also be eligible to receive treatment through 
the BCCCNP Medicaid Treatment Act. 

Call 1-844-I-GOT-SCR (446-8727) to fi nd 
out if you are eligible to receive program services.  
Please leave your name, phone number and county 
of residence when you call.  

Courtesy graphic. 

L O W  O R  N O - C O S T  B R E A S T  A N D  C E R V I C A L  C A N C E R  S C R E E N I N G  S E R V I C E S 
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  A M E R I C A N  I N D I A N  W O M E N

NAJA recently launched the Red Press Ini-
tiative to study and report on the extent of press 
freedom in Indian country. Th is groundbreaking 
initiative has been generously funded by the Ford 
Foundation, and has been joined by other press 
freedom advocates, including the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, Reporters Without Borders, the 
Democracy Fund, the Indigenous Media Freedom 
Alliance, the Reporters Committee for Freedom of 
the Press and Echo Hawk Consulting.

NAJA believes the accurate and contextual 
reporting on Native communities is necessary to 
overcoming the biases and stereotypes commonly 
portrayed in popular media. Robust and vigorous 
tribal media operations must be at the heart of the 
eff ort to curb these practices. Th e Red Press Initia-
tive will research and gather feedback on the extent 
and vitality of press freedom in Indian country. Th e 
reported fi ndings will provide the basis for the de-
velopment of trainings, materials and an education-
al outreach campaign to enhance and expand press 

freedom across Indian country.
Th e project will be conducted in four phases:
Phase I: Recruit advisory committee members. 

Develop data gathering tools and other research 
methodologies to achieve designated outcomes. 
Develop an outreach campaign to reach target re-
spondents to include tribal media employees, tribal 
offi  cials and citizen audience. Develop source list 
for documentary fi lm.

Phase II: Implement research and outreach 
strategy. Begin principle shooting for documentary 
fi lm.

Phase III: Analyze data and develop conclu-
sions. Develop a report with narrative, data and 
graphics to reveal fi ndings, state conclusions and 
propose recommendations. Report will include 
narrative and photographic storytelling coupled 
with online multimedia content and documentary 
fi lm.

Phase IV: Develop print and digital educational 
materials based on the report. Develop an outreach 
and marketing campaign to disseminate report, on-
line content and educational materials. Assemble a 
standing Free Press Task Force that will deployed 
into both tribal settings for free press and techni-
cal trainings, and into mainstream news settings for 
coverage equity and bias awareness trainings.

Courtesy graphic. 

N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  J O U R N A L I S T S  A S S O C I A T I O N  ( N A J A )  L A U N C H E S  R E D 
P R E S S  I N I T I A T I V E
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Th ank you to everyone who attended our 8th An-
nual Holiday Gift  & Craft  Show. Odawa Casino was 
able to collect 478 pounds of food along with $293.13 
in cash donations for the Manna Food Project.
Pictured from left  to right with Amanda Foster, Of-
fi ce Manager for the Manna Food Project, are our 
Odawa Casino Representatives - Marty Van De Car, 
Hotel Sales Specialist, Hank Rowland, Director of 
Hospitality, Barry Laughlin, Director of Property 
Operations,  and Sandy Williams, Group Sales Su-
pervisor.

Courtesy photo. 

T H E  M A N N A  F O O D  P R O J E C T  R E C E I V E S  D O N A T I O N S  T H A N K S  T O  O D A W A 
C A S I N O ’ S  8 T H  A N N U A L  H O L I D A Y  G I F T  &  C R A F T  S H O W

RGG Services has been 
contracted by the U.S. Small 

Business Administration (SBA) 
to provide Native American 
small businesses specialized 
training to address economic 
and business development is-
sues and to help implement ac-
tions to improve their commu-
nity. Th e cost is FREE and space 
is limited.

Th e workshops will discuss 
the following topics:

● Is owning a business a 
good fi t for you?

● Planning for a healthy 
business

● Financial Management
● Record Keeping
● Tax Planning and Re-

porting
● and more!
To register for the work-

shop in Mt. Pleasant, MI, to be 
held on May 14-15, 2019, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/RGGwork-
shop

Courtesy graphic.  

S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  D E V E L O P M E N T  W O R K S H O P  F O R  N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N S

Editor’s note: Th e following is an American In-
dian Health and Family Services press release.

In 2001, the Behavioral Health Services at 
Henry Ford made an audacious choice – to purse 
“perfect depression care” in their health care sys-
tem, and in eff ect, to reduce suicide amongst their 
patient population to “Zero.” Th ese early pioneers of 
the Zero Suicide approach no doubt faced challeng-
es, perhaps the most formidable being an attitude 
of what is possible and what is not possible in the 
area of suicide prevention. Perhaps “crazy,” “ambi-
tious,” “unrealistic,” “impossible” or simply, “this is 
never gonna happen” appeared in the reactions and 
e-mails of peers and observers. Nearly 20 years later, 
Henry Ford is held up as a shining example of dras-
tic reduction in suicide completions in a health care 
system and the Zero Suicide model has become an 
international movement. 

Faced with rising suicide rates and a chronical-
ly underfunded mental health care system, many 
organizations and communities continue to battle 
suicide, depression, anxiety and other mental health 
issues. Suicide is especially prevalent amongst Na-
tive American youth, which is only one chapter in 
a longer story of health disparities amongst tribal 
people; a similar fate for people of color and low so-
cioeconomic status in the United States. 

American Indian Health and Family Services 
of Detroit (AIHFS), an Urban Tribal Health Orga-
nization (UIHO) serving Native and non-Native 
members of Southeast Michigan, is among the latest 
to face the epidemic of suicide with the aspirational 

Zero Suicide approach. At month two of a fi ve-year 
program funded by the Garret Lee Smith Act, the 
goal of Zero Suicide at AIHFS is to reduce the rate of 
suicide amongst their patient population to “Zero” 
by examining the agency’s suicide intervention, 
mental health fi rst aid and collaborative systems of 
care abilities that ensure that patients suff ering from 
mental health issues receive consistent and accurate 
treatment. 

“Th e basic design of the program is to uncov-
er gaps in identifi cation and treatment of suicid-
al risk and ideation. At the same time, we pursue 
collaborative follow-up for individuals who are at 
heightened risk for suicide,” says Seth Allard, re-
cently hired program manager. “Th e next move in 
our strategy is to bolster the abilities and resourc-
es available at ours and other organizations in the 
Seven County area. Zero Suicide requires an almost 
evangelical mindset – spreading the word that Zero 
Suicide is not a pie in the sky goal. Bringing suicide 
rates to Zero requires thinking outside the box, col-
laborating in novel ways, and accepting that Zero 
Suicide, as a goal, is only as realistic as our willing-
ness to achieve it.” 

In the immediate future, AIHFS will complete 
the Zero Suicide survey and self-study, and will sys-
tematically address gaps in suicide prevention. 

“Like all Zero Suicide programs, we have stud-
ied so far in preparation for rolling out our pro-
gram,” says Allard. “Our program is taking on a dif-
ferent fl avor. Our goal is to aggressively lead Zero 
Suicide in the Southeast Michigan area amongst 
Native and non-Native community members and 
organizations.” 

Th is, he says, will require networking, commu-
nication and teamwork amongst the 12 federally 
recognized tribes in the State of Michigan, and buy-
in from tribal centers and community, health care 
and industrial leaders in Southeast Michigan. 

“Zero Suicide is aspirational and achievable. 
Zero Suicide is here.” 

If you live or work in the Southeast Michigan 
area, are concerned about suicide risk or are in-
terested in pursuing Zero Suicide at your tribal or 
non-tribal organization, contact Seth Allard at sal-
lard@aihfs.org. If you are seeking non-emergency 
mental health or traditional (ceremonial) health 
services for friends, family or associates living in 
Southeast Michigan, feel free to contact the Behav-
ioral Health Department at American Indian Health 
and Family Services at 313- 846-6030. 

Courtesy graphic. 

Z E R O  S U I C I D E  R O L L E D  O U T  A T  A M E R I C A N  I N D I A N  H E A L T H  A N D  F A M I L Y 
S E R V I C E S ,  D E T R O I T ,  M I
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ICE TREES  

Strong black armatures
support the glistening weight
of translucent ice.
Cold wind caressing transitory beauty.
Ice trees march down the road,
a sparkling battalion
protecting the frozen earth below
from an onslaught of attacking sun.
Ice tree branches clatter
in tinkling laughter
as their companion ice wind
plays their ice harps.
Guarding their sister ice roads,
tinkling chimes congratulate success
when cars slide down into ditches.
Clouds rush eastward, revealing the sun,
a curtain pulled back, golden fi ngers
slide earthward, brushing ice trees
and their transitory lacy landscape.
Ice trees drip tears, weep into warming 
earth,
while we delight in sparkling ice trees
for the few moments they still exist,
and the sun laughs.

OPEN AND CLOSED – WITH ICE

Th ey said on the news Everything’s Closed Because of Snow and Ice.
So everyone’s in watching terror and chaos on TV,
     stuffi  ng themselves with terror and chaos and chips and dip.
Th ey forgot to say that Nature is Open Because of Snow and Ice.
Ice keeps cars off  the road, disappointing eagles who wait
     for road kill that never comes because Everyone’s In,
Nature is Wide Open, black trees against a white sky,
Turkeys march across a fi eld of unharvested corn. Th e turkeys will eat.
Deer and rabbits and squirrels are Out.
Hawks and eagles move inland. Th e hawks will eat. Th e eagles will eat.
Nature is Wide Open, sun on snow sparkling like zircons.
Large dogs chase a young frightened deer into our yard.
Th e deer bravely paws the snow, runs down to the lake.
But the dogs are hungry and quick, work together. Th e dogs will eat.
Nature is Open, silent glistening snow fi lls the road.
A snowy owl swoops, circles the bird feeder.
A gathering of small birds lift s up, fl ies into the trees.
Th e owl fl ies away, but will return. Th e owl will eat.
Nature is Open. Beneath ice, fi sh glide through cold water.
Snowmobile tracks on the frozen lake go to the man
     in the ice shanty.  He picks up his stringer of fi sh,
          rides the snowmobile to the road and goes home.
Nature is Open. Th e fi sherman’s family will eat.
On TV, bombs and guns devour small children.
Th e haloed winter sun eats the ice, melts the lake.
With sunset, moonrise lays a bright path on lake ice.
Coyotes sing praises to winter.
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In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought by the in-
dividual. No attempt will be made by the Legislative Branch to summarize the comments. Written public comments will be accepted by the Legislative Offi  ce. Written comments shall be attached to the offi  cial approved minutes 
housed in the Legislative Branch. Written comments are not published, however shall be open to review within the Legislative Offi  ce in accordance with any laws regarding such documents.

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle

Harbor Springs, MI 49740
Tribal Council Regular Meeting

October 27, 2018

Call to Order: 9:07 a.m.
Opening ceremony: Councilor Emily 

Proctor
 Closed Session:  Yes
Council Present: Councilor David 

Harrington, Councilor Dexter Mc-
Namara, Councilor Emily Proctor, 
Councilor Julie Shananaquet, Councilor 
Shanna Wemigwase, Treasurer Marcel-
la R. Reyes, Secretary Tamara Kiogima, 
Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.    

Absent: Councilor Frank Bernard
Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: Legis-

lative Services Attorney Donna Budnick, 
Sr Financial Analyst Rachel Cope, Leg-
islative Administrative Assistant Linda 
Gokee 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Present: 
Tribal Chairperson Regina Gasco-Bent-
ley, Executive Assistant Rebecca Fisher 

Judicial Offi  cials and Staff : none
Public: Denise Petoskey, Cheri Dom-

inic, Joanne Carey, Jordan Shananaquet, 
Th eresa Keshick, Deleta Smith, Rochelle 
Ettawageshik, Renee “Wasson” Dillard, 
Isaac Dillard, Carol Kiogima, Angie 
Wooden, Carla Osawamick, Sharon Sier-
zputowski, Carol McFall, Danielle Bec-
enti, Maanii Fonseca

Invited Guest: none
Motion made by Councilor Proctor 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
adopt the agenda for January 18, 2018 as 
presented. 

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and 

supported by Councilor Shananaquet 
to dedicate this meeting in honor of the 
following Citizens who have walked on: 
Arlene Foreman and Gerald Ramage.

Comments: Councilor McNamara 
would like more information such as 
where they are from to be included in the 
Honored deaths.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Due to diffi  cultly of Tribal Councilors 

accessing minutes, the motion to approve 
has been moved to the end of agenda.

Tribal Council Action Items:
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to reimburse Tribal Coun-
cil mileage for travel to Grand Rapids to 
meet the Citizens on October 13, 2018.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 1 – No (Secretary Kiogi-
ma), 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Bernard) Motion carried. 

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and 
supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #102718-01 
Funding renewal from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, In-
dian Health Service, Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians FY 2018 Annu-
al Funding Agreement, Mod 18-2, Mod 
18-5 & Mod 18-6 Funding Increase.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Proctor to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#102718-02 Acceptance of Funding from 
the United States Department of Jus-
tice, Offi  ce on Violence Against Women 
(OVW), Transitional Housing Assistance 
Grants for Victims of Sexual Assault, Do-
mestic Violence, Dating Violence, and 
Stalking FY 2018 48-Month Project.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#102718-03 Request for Funding from 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Indian Health Ser-
vice-Sanitation Program, Well & Septic 
Systems Contract FY 2019.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#102718-04 Request for Funding from 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act (NAHASDA), Indian Housing Block 
Grant Program FY 2019.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to authorize and request the 
Tribal Chair to negotiate an agreement 
with the Commission of Social Security 
in accordance with the ‘‘Tribal Social Se-
curity Fairness Act of 2018’’ that would 
extend the insurance system to Tribal 
Council.

Comments: Legislative Leader Fred 
Harrington Jr. stated all of Tribal Coun-
cil needs to agree as a whole to pay into 
Social Security. Th e Accounting Depart-
ment would deduct 6 ½% towards Social 
Security from councilors payroll.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor David Har-
rington to approve Citizenship List A-El-
igible for Citizenship dated Friday, Octo-
ber 19, 2018 for a total of 7.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to approve Citizenship List B-Inel-
igible for Citizenship dated Friday, Octo-
ber 19, 2018 for a total of 2.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or McNamara to adopt Tribal Resolution 
Election Board Request for Supplemental 
Funding in the amount of $12,000.00 to 
come from General Funds-Fund Bal-
ance.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-yes, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-yes, Councilor Shananaquet-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-yes, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
Discussion: “Stone Circle” property 

on Beaver Island, Michigan.
-Th e Little Traverse Conservancy 

asked for a donation from Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians to purchase 
the Stone Circle property on Beaver Is-
land.

-Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians would have not control over the 
land except the possibility of a cultural 
easement.

Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.: 
view on the Stone Circle property

-Signifi cant events occurred at the 
Stone Circle,

-Th e War of 1812, Odawa’s showed 
their strength to the British Army. 

-Th e Tribe would not know what the 
conservancy group would allow for a cul-
tural easement.

-Th e land is appraised at $180,000
-Th e Legislative Leader attended the 

October 16, 2018 Appropriations and Fi-
nance Committee Meeting and asked for 
consideration to purchase this property.

-Th is will be the last chance for the 
Tribe to purchase this property.

Councilor McNamara: 
-Supports the Tribe purchasing of this 

property as it has a cultural signifi cance.
Councilor Shananaquet:
-What funding source is this to be tak-

en from?
Councilor Wemigwase:
-Has this property site gone through 

the Phase I inspection?
Motion  made by Councilor David 

Harrington and supported by Councilor 
McNamara to adopt Tribal Resolution 
Supplemental Funding in the  Amount of 
$180,000 for the Legislative Branch FY18 
Budget for purchase of “Stone Circle” 
property on Beaver Island, Michigan to 
come from General Fund-Fund Balance.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-yes, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-no, Councilor Shananaquet-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-no, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
9:47 a.m. Break
10:05 a.m. Meeting resumes
Executive Oversite Report: 
Discussion: 
-GIS, Planning and Department of 

Commerce will be moving to the Gov-
ernment Complex.

-Environmental and SEEDS will be 
moving to 1345 US 31 North, also known 
as the White House.

-A Tribal Citizen inquired if the Tribe 
would endorse Dana Nessel, Michigan’s 
race for the next Attorney General.

-Th e Per Capita Distribution will be 
mailed on/by November 9, 2018 in the 
Amount of $500.00.

-Vice-Chairperson Stella Kay has an-
swers to Tribal Councilor’s questions 
from the October 11, 2018 Tribal Coun-
cil Meeting:

Natural Resources Commissioner 
John Keshick III or Natural Resources 
Director Doug Craven will be presenting 
an update to Tribal Council regarding the 
2020 Consent Decree.

Harbor Springs Board of Education 
does not want to sell their high-speed 
internet fi ber optic to the Tribe due to 
the ongoing Reservation Litigation case. 
Th e Executive will be meeting with Great 
Lakes Energy as they are installing fi ber 
optic cable in Emmet County.

Open Communication Day for Tribal 
Citizens, on the advice of Hogen Adams, 
does not recommend discussion on the 
Boundary Litigation Case. Th e Youth’s 
You Tube production video will proceed.

Th e Tribal Chair and General Coun-
sel Jim Bransky met with Harbor Point 
residents.

-Councilor Shananaquet asked how 
oft en does the Executive submit weekly 
press releases to the Petoskey News Re-
view?

Th e Executive is following the ad-
vice of Hogen Adams to not respond to 
Emmet County Lakeshore Association’s 
press release.

-Th e Executive will follow Tribal 
Council’s direction, when given, regard-
ing the Historical Boundary Litigation 
case.

-Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick suggests a phone conference 
with Hogen Adams at the next Tribal 
Council Work Session to bring Tribal Of-
fi cials up to date on the boundary case.

-Th e Tribal Chair is working with the 
State of Michigan on the 340B Drug Dis-
count Program. Th is is a federal program 
created by Congress to help provide relief 
from escalating drug prices to safety-net 
hospital and other healthcare providers 
serving vulnerable patient populations. 
It requires drug companies to off er dis-
counts of up to 50 percent on many 
popular outpatient drugs. If this goes 
through, the Tribe could receive up to 2.7 
million in reimbursements for prescrip-
tion drugs.

-Th e Tribal Chair, Legislative Leader 
Fred Harrington Jr. and General Counsel 
Jim Bransky met with Gretchen Whitmer. 
General Counsel Jim Bransky addressed 
the Reservation Boundary, Legislative 
Leader Fred Harrington Jr. discussed 
medical marijuana and the Chair dis-
cussed Medicaid reimbursement, health 
care and education.

Legislative Leader Report:
-Was asked by the Executive to attend 

the meeting with gubernatorial candidate 
Gretchen Whitmer to discuss economic 
development.

-Th e Legislative Leader also spoke 
briefl y on the Tribe’s lawsuit and com-
pared it to the current migrant caravan 
walk of men, woman, and children. What 
will happen to these young children 

upon reaching the border and President 
Trump removes them from their par-
ents? It’s no diff erent when the state takes 
away our Indian children.

-On a positive note, Whitmer seems 
willing to communicate and negoti-
ate with Tribes. Options of Compact 
or Memorandums of Understanding 
can occur between the state and Tribes. 
Rather than being adversaries, we should 
be partners in business and economic 
development. Th ere are many oppor-
tunities for both the Tribe and State of 
Michigan.

Executive Oversite Report continued:
-Bay Mills Indian Community plans 

to fi le suit against Governor Snyder and 
the agreement he made with Enbridge 
to build a tunnel under the Straits of 
Mackinac. Snyder plans to “fast track” it 
through so there will not be no chance of 
turning back. Bay Mills is looking for a 
letter of support and/or monetary fund-
ing.

-Tribal Chair requested a Tribal Reso-
lution opposing the tunnel.

-Th e Executive is looking for a simple 
motion on debt forgiveness in regards to 
the Michelle Chingwa Education Hono-
rarium Program.

Questions to the Executive from Trib-
al Councilors:

Councilor Proctor:
-Asked if the Executive would like to 

acknowledge the Indian Child Welfare 
Act (ICWA), a law that has been enforced 
for 40 years. Councilor Proctor is willing 
to donate her time and eff ort.

Councilor McNamara: 
-Were you aware the Emmet County 

Lakeshore Association approached the 
Wequetonsing (translates to the harbor) 
Association residents asking for 2% of 
their property taxes to help pay for their 
litigation against the Tribe? Th eir answer 
was no.

Secretary Kiogima:
-Th e following are question’s Tribal 

Citizens of Grand Rapids asked of the 
Executive.

Elder traveled here for the Homecom-
ing Pow Wow and was denied the gas 
exemption as they did not have the cor-
rect Tribal ID. Th ey didn’t receive theirs 
or knew that new cards were being sent 
issued

Homelessness in Grand Rapids: Do 
they have assistance outside of the ser-
vice

area. What services would be available 
to them?

Burial fund-How much per person?
Can the Tribe assist with glasses 

and dental for all citizens outside the 
27-County Service Area?

Education Appeal for the Michelle 
Chingwa was denied, what is the next 
step to appeal?

Housing needs
People don’t realize that the Odawa 

is a native owned casino. No Native art-
work being sold at outlets or artwork be-
ing displayed.

Will the Tribe provide a Christmas 
Party for Tribal Citizens in Grand Rap-
ids?

General Welfare card instead of per 
capita check

Councilor Shananaquet:
-Attended the Meet the Citizens in 

Grand Rapids and submitted her list of 
questions directly to the Executive via 
email.

-Can the Grand Rapids Citizens apply 
for the Small Grants Donation to assist 
with a Christmas party?

Councilor Wemigwase: 
-Explained to the Citizens of Grand 

Rapids the Children’s Christmas Party 
held in Harbor Springs is done by volun-
teers within the community.

-Can 3rd Party Revenue pay for glasses 
for all Tribal Citizens regardless of where 
they reside?

-Status of the Tribes Qualifi ed Expert 
Witness in Indian Child Welfare cases.

-Asked the Executive to have Pur-
chase Referred Care staff  return phone 
calls regarding health bills being paid.

-When does the Executive plan on 
submitting names to Tribal Council for 
the Election Board?

Treasurer Reyes: 
-Is it possible to have joint heath care, 

in conjunction with other Tribes, such as 
an inter-tribal health care?

Executive Oversite Report continued:
-Working with Northern Shores re-

garding tax credits and the possibility of 
receiving funds at a 1-2% interest.

-Questions regarding the Tribal Res-
olution Paid Time-Off  for Elections. Is 
requesting Tribal Council to word the 
resolution diff erently to avoid confusion 
amongst her staff . 

Motion made by Secretary Kiogima 
and supported by Councilor Proctor to 

acknowledge the verbal and written Ex-
ecutive Oversite Report as presented by 
Tribal Chairperson Regina Gasco-Bent-
ley on October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor David 

Harrington and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to adopt Tribal Resolution Op-
position of the State of Michigan’s agree-
ment with Enbridge about Line 5.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-yes, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-yes, Councilor Shananaquet-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-yes, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  cer Reports:
  Legislative Leader Report 
Discussion:  
-Economic Development for Odawa 

Aviation and all newly formed corpora-
tions.

-Strategic plans need to be developed 
for all corporations.

-Asked for Tribal Council consider-
ation to appoint four (4) board members 
from the Ziibimijwang, Inc. and one oth-
er person to the Odawa Aviation Corpo-
rate Charter.

-Spoke with the Gaming Authority 
Board regarding a Strategic Plan to in-
clude implementing sports betting and 
online e-betting.

-Requesting motions to appoint mem-
bers to the Odawa Aviation Corporate 
Charter.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept the verbal report 
from Legislative Leader Fred Harrington 
Jr. for October 27, 2018. 

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Mc-

Namara and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to approve the Odawa Avi-
ation Charter and to post the request 
for Letters of Interest for board member 
positions.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 1 – No (Councilor Proc-
tor), 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Bernard) Motion carried.

Secretary Report 
Documents Delivered to Executive: 
-Tribal Resolution Paid Time-Off  for 

Elections was delivered to the Executive 
for signature on 10/12/18-PENDING 
SIGNATURE (due back to Tribal Council 
on 11/12/18)

-Tribal Resolution Limited Waiver of 
Sovereign Immunity was delivered to the 
Executive for signature on 09/18/18-the 
Executive signed on 10/17/18.

-Tribal Resolution Secured Centralized 
Data Storage System was delivered to the 
Executive for signature on 10/12/18-the 
Executive signed on 10/17/18.

-Tribal Resolution Supplemental Fund-
ing in the Amount of $21,000.00 for the 
Executive’s Budget, “Political Contribu-
tion” and “Donations” Line-items was 
delivered to the Executive for signature 
on 10/19/18-the Executive signed on 
10/22/18.

-Waganakising Odawak Statute Con-
tracting Statute was delivered to the Exec-
utive for signature on 09/18/18-the Execu-
tive signed on 10/17/18.

Vetoes (a vote of Tribal Council to 
override a veto shall occur within 90-days 
of the veto): none

Phone Polls passed by Tribal Council: 
-10/18/18 Motion to adopt Tribal 

Resolution Supplemental Funding in the 
Amount of $21,000.00 for the Executive’s 
Budget, “Donation” Line-item.

Comments: none
Phone Poll Vote: 5 Yes, 4 No (Council-

or Bernard, Councilor Proctor, Councilor 
Shananaquet, Secretary Kiogima), 0 Ab-
stained, 0 Absent Motion carried

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Secretary Kiogi-
ma’s verbal and written report as present-
ed on the agenda for October 27, 2018.

Vote: 6 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 3 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Councilor 
Shananaquet, Legislative Leader Fred 
Harrington Jr.) Motion carried.

11:22 a.m. Break
11:40 a.m. Meeting resumes
Treasurer Report
Appropriations and Finance Com-

mittee
-Last Meeting: October 16, 2018
(Motions made at Appropriations and 

Finance Committee Meeting)
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamara 
to recommend to Tribal Council adopt 

“Minutes” continued on page 18.

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

January 8 Work Session
January 10 Council Meeting
January 24 Work Session
January 26 Council Meeting

February 5 Work Session
February 7 Council Meeting
February 19 Work Session
February 21 Council Meeting

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Frederick Harrington, Jr., 
Legislative Leader
Tamara Kiogima, Secretary
Marcella Reyes, Treasurer
Julie Shananaquet, Councilor
Dexter McNamara, Councilor
Frank Bernard, Councilor
David Harrington, Councilor
Emily Proctor, Councilor
Shanna Wemigwase, Councilor
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Tribal Resolution Supplemental Funding 
in the  amount of $21,000.00 for the Exec-
utive’s Budget, “Donation” Line-item.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNamara 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to recommend to Tribal Council to ap-
prove Certifi ed Motion #102718-01 Fund-
ing renewal from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service, Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians FY 2018 Annual Fund-
ing Agreement, Mod 18-2, 

Mod 18-5 & Mod 18-6 Funding In-
crease.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamara to 
recommend to Tribal Council to approve 
Certifi ed Motion #102718-02 Acceptance 
of Funding from the United States Depart-
ment of Justice, Offi  ce on Violence Against 
Women (OVW), Transitional Housing As-
sistance Grants for Victims of Sexual As-
sault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, 
and Stalking FY 2018 48-Month Project.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamara to 
recommend to Tribal Council to approve 
Certifi ed Motion #102718-03 Request 
for Funding from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service Sanitation Program, Well 
& Septic Systems Contract FY 2019.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNamara 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to recommend to Tribal Council to ap-
prove Certifi ed Motion #102718-04 Re-
quest for Funding from U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, 
Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA), In-
dian Housing Block Grant Program FY 
2019.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamarato 
recommend to Tribal Council to adopt 
Tribal Resolution Supplemental Funding 
in the Amount of $180,000 for the Legis-
lative Branch FY18 Budget for purchase of 
“Stone Circle” property on Beaver Island, 
Michigan.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
-Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 

13, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in Council Cham-
bers.

Public Comment:
 11:45 a.m. Public Comment opened
Tribal Citizen Denise Petoskey com-

mented the Odawa Aviation Statute is 
vague and needs to be defi ned explicitly 
of what it means. It is unfair to the rest 
of the Tribal Citizens to pre-select board 
members without posting for the posi-
tions.

11:46 a.m. Public Comment closed
Appropriation and Finance Commit-

tee Report continued.
Phone Polls passed by Appropriations 

and Finance Committee:
-10/19/18 Motion to recommend to 

Tribal Council to approve Tribal Reso-
lution Election Board Request for Sup-
plemental Funding in the amount of 
$12,000.00 to come from General Funds-
Fund Balance.

Comments: none
Phone Poll Vote: 3 Yes, 0 No, 0 Ab-

stained, 0 Absent Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Shananaquet to accept the Appropria-
tions and Finance Committee verbal and 
written report as provided on the agenda 
by Treasurer Reyes, Committee Chair-
person for October 27, 2018.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

Land and Reservation Committee
-Last Meeting: August 31, 2018
-Th e regular scheduled meeting on 

Friday, October 5, 2018 was cancelled. 
Due to previous commitments by the 
committee members, it was not resched-
uled. 

(No motions made at Land and Reser-
vation Committee Meeting)

-Next Meeting: Friday, November 2, 
2018 at 9:00 a.m. in Council Chambers.

Phone Polls passed by Land and Res-
ervation Committee: none

Discussion: Attendance of the Hous-
ing Presentation

-Scott Winchester and Justin Crane 
of Seven Generations was present and 
brought forth possibilities for Monroe 
and Second Street development.

-PowerPoint presentation which in-
cluded plans for a duplex, 3-bedroom, 
2-bath with attached garage.

-Second Street would be more expen-
sive to develop due to maximum density.

-Asked Seven Generations to bring 
additional plans for single and 2-bed-

room units as there are 36 Tribal Citizens 
on the housing waiting list. Out of this 
total, there are 20 young, single persons. 
Th e Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) helps families into 
housing quicker than single persons. 

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to accept the Land and Reserva-
tion Committee verbal and written re-
port as provided on the agenda by Trea-
surer Reyes, Committee Chairperson for 
October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Public Comment:
 11:54 a.m. Public Comment opened
Tribal Citizen Joanne Carey com-

mented some of the Elders were upset 
with the $20,000 allocation made to 
Gretchen Whitmer as there may not be 
enough money for Elders’ fuel and utility 
bills. Why is Tribe giving money to the 
State of Michigan gubernatorial candi-
dates? Th ese ongoing recalls of elected 
offi  cials is ridiculous because it costs the 
Tribe money. Th e Waganakising Odawak 
Statute Recall of an Offi  cial and Leave of 
Absence Statute needs to be amended to 
include legitimate reasons before a recall 
can be initiated. Joanne would like Trib-
al Council’s consideration in draft ing 
a Tribal Resolution acknowledging the 
Eagle Staff  is the fi rst fl ag of Americas 
and should be held higher than any other 
fl ag.

Tribal Citizen Julie Shananaquet 
thanked Joanne Carey for all of her work 
and dedication to the Michigan Elder’s 
Association.

12:01 p.m. Public Comment closed
12:02 p.m. Lunch Break
1:30 p.m. Meeting resumes
Tribal Council Member Reports:
Treasurer Reyes:
-Attended the Meet the Citizens of 

Grand Rapids. Secretary Kiogima pro-
vided an excellent, written overview of 
the items of discussion.

-Th e Odawa Casino Resort Gift  Shop 
has no representation of Odawa Art.

A Tribal Citizen contacted Odawa 
Casino Resort to sell their beadwork and 
never received a return call.

Ideas for items for purchase is license 
plates reading “ODAWA”

-Tribes Historical Boundary Litiga-
tion case.

-Cannabidiol (CBD) selling of prod-
ucts.

-General welfare card v Per Capita 
Distribution

-Twenty Tribal Citizens were in atten-
dance. 95% of questions was asked of the 
Executive.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to accept Treasurer Reyes’ verbal 
report as presented on October 27, 2018.  

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Councilor Shananaquet:
-Attended the Meet the Citizens of 

Grand Rapids.
A special Th ank You to Ron Yob of the 

Grand River Band of Ottawa Indians for 
allowing this meeting to take place at the 
Band’s offi  ce and providing refreshments.

Th e Citizens from Grand Rapids are 
requesting a follow-up from both the 
Legislative and Executive in regards to 
the questions brought forth.

It was suggested the Tribe should join 
the movement in hemp production and 
medical marijuana.

What other businesses will be going 
into Victories Square?

When will a hotel be added to the ca-
sino?

Tribal Citizens outside of the service 
area are requesting more money be given 
to them as they are not allowed to utilize 
the same benefi ts as Tribal members liv-
ing in the Petoskey area.

Can housing and emergency assis-
tance be available to Tribal Citizens re-
siding in cities not within the 27 County 
Service Area?

When will Executive submit names 
to the Legislative Offi  ce to complete the 
fi ve- member Election Board? 

How many times must a Tribal Citizen 
submit an address change to the Election 
Board in order for them to mail a ballot 
to a correct address?

Citizens from Grand Rapids is re-
questing Legislative articles to be in the 
Odawa Trails under title “Legislative 
Corner”. 

-Attended the Executive’s Housing 
Presentation the Odawa Hotel. Treasurer 
Reyes’ gave an overview of the material 
presented in the Land and Reservation 
Committee report.

-Th anked Gaming Authority Board 
Vice-Chair Bernadece Compo-Boda for 
her notice of a contract termination and 
clarifi cation of motion associated with 
Leadership Oversite Committee (LOC).

-Spoke with Gaming Authority Board 
Chair Bev Wemigwase and Vice Chair 
Bernadece Compo-Boda regarding the 
development and off er for Board training 

to assist in creating a successful board.
-How do we process emails from the 

former Odawa Casino Resort General 
Manager?

-Hunter Genia expressed an interest 
in presenting a video to Tribal Council 
on Swan Creek/Black River history and 
his quest in obtaining answers on obtain-
ing tribal recognition. 

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Proctor to accept Councilor Shanan-
aquet’s verbal and written report as pre-
sented on October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Secretary Kiogima:
-Attended the Meet the Citizens of 

Grand Rapids. Provided discussion and 
a written report during the Executive 
Oversite Report.

Tribal Citizens are requesting Voca-
tional and fi nancial support in attending 
trade schools.

Odawa Casino Resort advertising.
-More discussion of debt forgiveness.
-Asked Tribal Council if they sup-

ported a monetary donation to Bay Mills 
Indian Community in their suit against 
Governor Snyder.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and 
supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 
accept Secretary Kiogima’s verbal and 
written report as presented on October 
27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Councilor Wemigwase:
-Attended the Natural Resources 

Commission meeting in Grand Rapids 
on October 13, 2018.

Th is event was well organized by the 
departmental staff  and Commission. 
Th ey had refreshments, lunch and give-
aways. 

How we track eagles. Th ey are put on 
GPS. 

Wild rice project. 
Eventually the Tribe will have its own 

eagle repository
Issued hunting and fi shing licenses.
-Attended the Meet and Greet in 

Grand Rapids. Most of her items have 
been previously discussed and would like 
to reiterate the following:

Tribal Citizens want to know how 
much longer do we have debt on the ca-
sino? Th ey are in favor of adding a hotel 
and support e-gaming.

General Welfare cards v Per Capita 
payments.

Support business ventures in CBD, 
medical and recreational marijuana. 
Th ey would like Tribal Council to act on 
implementing this business.

Th e Citizens of Grand Rapids request 
the presence of the Executive to attend 
these meetings.

-Attended the Gaming Authority 
Board Work Session on Friday, October 
19, 2018. Observations made are:

Th e Board seems well organized and 
works hard.

Spoke with Matt Stemkoski regarding 
the Appropriations and Finance Com-
mittee process,

Obtained legal advice from General 
Counsel Jim Bransky,

In the process of investigating the for-
mer General Manager,

New roof report
-Attended the Gaming Authority 

Board Meeting on Saturday, October 20, 
2018.

Prefers meeting at the Odawa Hotel v. 
the casino.

Two (2) Citizens were in attendance 
and gave public comment.

Th e Board has fresh eyes and a diverse 
background of members.

Financials were requested.
Motion to terminate the General 

Manager contract was unanimous.
A policy was passed for the Leader-

ship Oversite Committee (LOC)
Topics of questions and concerns 

from the Tribal Citizens of Grand Rapids 
were presented to the Gaming Authority 
Board.  

Informed the Board of the Appropri-
ations and Finance Committee proce-
dures for placement on their agenda.

Th e Board is working on minutes to 
be approved at their next meeting.

-Community Teachings have been oc-
curring, it would be nice to see Leader-
ship attendance.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Council-
or Shananaquet to accept Councilor 
Wemigwase’s verbal report as presented 
on October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Shananaquet to approve Tribal Certifi ed 
Motion Require a Gaming Authority 
Strategic Plan.

-On hold until Tribal Councilors can 
review the Certifi ed Motion.

Discussion: New verbiage added to 

Tribal Resolution Paid Time-Off  for 
Elections to include all Tribal branches of 
Government and Tribally owned enter-
prises and businesses to allow employees 
and Tribal Citizens leave during polling 
hours in order to vote in Tribal, state and 
federal elections, including special elec-
tions and primaries.

Motion made by Councilor Proctor 
and supported by Secretary Kiogima to 
adopt Tribal Resolution Paid Time-Off  
for Elections.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-no, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-yes, Councilor Shananaquet-no, 
Councilor Wemigwase-no, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-yes, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Shananaquet to approve Tribal Certifi ed 
Motion Require a Gaming Authority 
Strategic Plan.

Vote: 6 - Yes, 1 – No (Secretary Ki-
ogima), 1 – Abstained (Councilor David 
Harrington), 1 - Absent (Councilor Ber-
nard) Motion carried.

2:44 p.m. Break
2:56 p.m. Meeting resumes
Tribal Council Member Report on 

hold for public comment
Public Comment
2:59 p.m. Public Comment Opens
Tribal Citizen Jordan Shananaquet 

is in support of retaining the Gijigowi 
First Nation language teacher. She read 
the Tribe’s Mission Statement in Anishi-
naabemowin.

Tribal Citizen Th eresa Keshick sup-
ports Jordan’s statement in retaining the 
First Nation language teacher. It is her 
hope and dream for our children to speak 
Anishinaabemowin. It is important as it 
is part of our identity and is what helped 
the Tribe in obtaining our reaffi  rmation. 

Tribal Elder Deleta Smith spoke for 
the need of change within our commu-
nity. We do not make change by waging 
war within our own community, we must 
fi nd common ground and do right.

Tribal Elder Rochelle Ettawageshick 
spoke of the wonderful opportunity we 
have in having a First Nation language 
teacher. Th e language class comes to-
gether as one, as a community should. 
Asked Tribal Council to pass the 2019 
Budget and not to cut the language 
teacher position.

Tribal Elder Renee “Wasson” Dillard 
spoke of all roads to speaking our lan-
guage is good. Learning how to read and 
write Anishinaabemowin is important. 
She has learned all of this from our First 
Nation speaker and the Tribes language 
teachers, Carla, Netawn, and Gwen. It 
is important for our children and future 
generations to keep the language alive.

Tribal Citizen Carol Kiogima agrees 
with her language classmates and is in 
support of retaining the First Nation lan-
guage speaker.

Tribal Citizen Angie Woodin com-
mented the SPRING Grant team visits 60 
children in the local area public schools 
where they teach simple basic words to 
the students. When they learn a word, 
they become excited and light up. She 
also teaches her grandson these words as 
well and is in support of the First Nation 
language speaker.

Carla Osawamick commented she 
does not know what’s going on in re-
gards to the 2019 Budget.  Operating on 
the 2018 Budget for FY 2019 aff ects her 
budget in the Gijigowi Language Depart-
ment. A First Nation language speaker 
is needed in this community in order to 
speak the language properly.

Julie Shananaquet commented on the 
importance of our language. She recog-
nized everything Jordan read in Anishi-
naabemowin due to Wasson’s language 
lessons during Tribal Council meetings. 
Tribal Council is looking at working with 
the Executive and it is important, espe-
cially to work with us during the budget 
process, and for the two departments to 
come together to support the Language 
Department. Th anked the language class 
for attending and voicing their public 
comments.

Tribal Citizen Linda Gokee com-
mented she is in support of the language 
department. We have gift ed language 
teachers here. Most of our Elders who 
spoke the language are no longer here 
and we need to keep to keep the language 
alive for our children.   

Tribal Citizen Denise Petoskey re-
sponded to Julie’s comment regarding 
the 2019 Budget process. She watched 
the budget process where the two 
branches were supposed to come togeth-
er, but that’s not what they saw.  Th ey saw 
one branch dictate to the other branch 
of what they wanted to see in the other’s 
budget, and then refuse to pass the bud-
get, twice. Working together did not hap-
pen. In addition to her public comment 
this morning in regards to the Aviation 
Charter.   Denise publicly objects to the 
willful misleading of Tribal members and 
the horrible precedence Tribal Council 

is setting. She reminded Tribal Council 
of the Tribes Constitution, Article VII, 
Tribal Council, D. Powers of the Tribal 
Council, 16. “Establish committees, com-
missions, and boards, and approve ap-
pointments as presented by the Executive. 
Th e Tribal Council shall develop laws set-
ting out qualifi cations for appointees and 
ensuring that the Tribal membership is 
given reasonable notifi cation of available 
positions”. Tribal Council should not be 
putting people on this board without ad-
vertising for the positions.

Tribal Citizen Th eresa Keshick shared 
a story of speaking the language amongst 
our small children.

Tribal Citizen Shanna Wemigwase is 
in support of the language teacher, she 
would like to see it funded permanently.

Tribal Elder Sharon Sierzaputowski 
is in support of the language teacher to 
remain with us. She has been in the lan-
guage class for a few years now and has 
learned a lot. It is the language class’s 
understanding, the language instructor 
was included in the last proposed Execu-
tive 2019 Budget and the Appropriations 
and Finance Committee did not pass this 
budget and this is why we are here. Hav-
ing the language instructor is important 
to the community.

Tribal Citizen Danielle Becenti com-
mented she is a new student and is 
thankful for the opportunity to learn our 
language. It is important to learn our lan-
guage so we may pass it on to our kids 
and so on.

Tribal Citizen Maanii Fonseca com-
mented her heart is breaking as this lan-
guage teacher speaks fl uently. It is rare to 
have a fl uent language teacher.

Tribal Citizen Angie Woodin thanked 
Tribal Council for the Michelle Chingwa 
Education Honorarium Act as her son is 
now working on his MBA at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and she is very proud of 
him.  We need to be kind to one another, 
we can’t hold grudges, don’t pass judge-
ment.

3:29 p.m. Public Comment Closed
Discussion: FY 2019 Budget
Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.:
-Apologized to all in attendance as he 

brought forward and voted on an older 
document for the FY 2019 Budget in-
stead of the one the Executive brought. 
Th e Legislative Leader felt it would have 
passed, had it been the correct budget. 
He feels he may have been the reason it 
did not pass.

Councilor Shananaquet:
 -Voted no on the initial 2019 Budget 

as the language teacher was not included 
in the Tribal Resolution brought forward 
by the Executive. Tribal Council was 
pushing for and supported a language 
instructor to be in the budget and it was 
not. Th at is why Councilor Shananaquet 
voted no as she knew of the importance 
of our language. It was disheartening for 
Tribal Council to learn of losing Wasson 
because there was no money in the bud-
get to have her continue “Language with 
Wasson” during Tribal Council Meetings. 
Until she sees the budget come through, 
that’s real specifi c to things that are im-
portant to the Tribe, she will continue to 
vote no. Th e sole source of our income is 
based on the casino revenue and Tribal 
Council is trying to stretch the dollars to 
put it in those programs that are import-
ant. Language is important.

Councilor Wemigwase:
-She is on the Appropriations and 

Finance Committee (AFC) and thanked 
the language class for attending then and 
today.

-Th e fi rst original budget brought for-
ward by the Executive did not include 
a language instructor and she voted no. 
A new budget was submitted by AFC 
Member Councilor Wemigwase to spe-
cifi cally add money into the Language 
Department for an instructor. Th is bud-
get was passed by Tribal Council and was 
vetoed by the Executive. Th e next budget 
submitted by the Executive did not in-
clude funding for a language instructor, 
Tribal Council voted no to passing it, 
and this is why the Tribe is operating on 
a 2018 Budget for Fiscal Year 2019.  She 
would like to see this position fully fund-
ed. Grants help but to depend on believ-
ing we will continually receive monies 
from the funding source is not feasible. 
Councilor Wemigwase wanted to the 
Language class know why she voted no.

Councilor Proctor:
Tribal Council must follow a budget 

statute. Th ere are pieces Tribal Council 
along with Executive, are ironing out. In 
addition, we need to tighten up on how 
those budgets are brought forward and 
the process to it. Tribal Citizens seen 
a lot of back and forth on the budgets. 
In Councilor Proctor’s view, there was 
a transparent process in regards to the 
budget. She appreciates the language stu-
dents for coming in to discuss the bud-
get process, and thanked them for their 
comments. She too is also in support of a 
language instructor.

Tribal Council Member Report con-
tinued

“Minutes” continued from page 17.

“Minutes” continued on page 21.
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Michigan
 
December 31
2018 New Year’s Eve Sobriety 
Pow Wow
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
Contact Information: Jackie 
Minton at 906-203-4977 

March 23-24
30th Annual Celebrating Life 
Pow Wow
McGuirk Arena
Central Michigan University
Mt. Pleasant, MI
Contact Information: www.
cmich.edu/powwow

March 30-31
Dance for Mother Earth Pow 
Wow
Ann Arbor, MI
Contact Information: 
danceformotherearth@gmail.
com or Dance for Mother Earth 
Powwow on Facebook

Minnesota
December 31
White Earth Nation New Year’s 

Eve Celebration
Sports Complex
Naytahwaush, MN

January 12
Gichi Manidoo Giizis 
Traditional Pow Wow
Carlton, MN
Contact Information: Nikki 
Crowe at 218-878-7148

March 30, 2019
Augsburg University 11th 
Annual Traditional Pow Wow
Minneapolis, MI
Contact Information: Jennifer 
at 612-296-9188 or 612-330-
1144 

Wisconsin

December 29
Winter Gathering Pow Wow
Green Bay, WI
Contact Information: Tonya 
Webster at 920-362-5425 or 
Vicki Cornelius at 920-737-
3782

December 31
Menominee New Year’s Pow 

Wow
Keshena, WI
Contact Information: 715-756-
2354

December 31
LCO New Year’s Pow Wow
Hayward, WI
Contact Information: 715-634-
8924

January 19
Bear Moon Pow Wow
Franklin, WI
Contact Information: 
Audra Williams at 414-525-
6144

January 26-27, 2019
3rd Annual Winter 2019 Pow 
Wow
Red Cliff , WI
Contact Information: Demetri 
Morris at 1-800-226-8478, ext. 
9463

February 9
Bad River Wellbriety Round 
Dance 
Bad River Community Center
Odanah, WI

On the Pow Wow TrailOn the Pow Wow Trail
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Councilor Proctor:
-January 25 & 26, 2019 is the North-

ern Michigan Small Farm Conference.  
Th is will be held and hosted by the Grand 
Traverse Resort and Spa.

-Attended the Michigan Woman’s Hall 
of Fame Awards Dinner and Induction 
Ceremony on October 18, 2018. Agatha 
Biddle was inducted into the Historical 
Women’s Hall of Fame. She is the sec-
ond, along with Wauneta Dominic, are 
the only Anishinaabekwe to be inducted. 
Agatha is a mentor for Councilor Proc-
tor.

-Councilor Proctor would like to cre-
ate a venue to nominate our historical 
leaders, present leaders and our youth to 
these positions. A Grand Valley Student 
brought forth Agatha’s name as she was 
frustrated as no Anishinaabe Leaders are 
ever spoke of in schools, let alone higher 
education, college and/or universities.

-Frustrated with the following per-
sons/actions:

Executive Assistant Rebecca Fisher as 
Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr. 
was the only Tribal Councilor invited by 
the Executive to attend the meeting with 
Gretchen Whitmer.

Th e termination of the General Man-
ager’s contract, along with some employ-
ees.

Wants to see due process and to be 
ensured our Gaming Authority Board is 
following up with investigations. Where 
are the reports? Where are the legal opin-
ions?

Is the newly appointed Gaming Au-
thority Board doing well or do they need 
assistance? 

-Th anked Tribal Council for listening 
to her concerns today.

Motion made by Councilor David 
Harrington and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to accept Councilor Proctor’s ver-
bal report as presented on October 27, 
2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Legislative Staff  Reports:
Offi  ce of Finance and Revenue Report 
-Working with Odawa Economic De-

velopment Management, Inc. (OEDMI) 
on Victories Square regarding waste wa-
ter and billing.

-Odawa Casino Resort refi nance with 
PNC Bank is on hold until the account-
ing department is reestablished.

-Provided a chart on General Fund 
spending.

-Rachel and Treasurer Reyes will be 
having a phone conference with Merrill 
Lynch’s Peter Eckerline.

Motion made by Councilor Shanan-
aquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to accept Sr. Financial Analyst Rachel 
Cope’s verbal and written report for Oc-
tober 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
4:14 p.m. Secretary Kiogima exits 

meeting
Tribal Historic Preservation Offi  cer: 

No report
Legislative Services Attorney Report
-Legislative Administrative Assistant 

Linda Gokee (22 years), Legislative Of-
fi ce Manager Michele Portman-LaCount 
(17 years), Legislative Services Attorney 
Donna Budnick (11 years) were recog-
nized for their years of service.

-Emailed 3 “Fish Reports” to Tribal 
Council from the Negotiation of Tribes 
for the 2020 Consent Decree.

-On many conference calls regarding 
Legal Business matters.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to acknowledge receipt of Legis-
lative Services Attorney Budnick’s verbal 
and written report for October 27, 2018. 

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

General Counsel: No report
Legislative Administrative Assistant 

Offi  ce Report
-Worked on the November 6, 2019 

Tribal Council Work Session Agenda.
-Worked with Andrea Cowles regard-

ing the last license for a Gaming Author-
ity Board member.

-Sent email to Gaming Authority 
Board to be prepared to present their 
budget to include a possible new Admin-
istrative Assistant position and the pur-
chase of new laptops. 

-Will resend email to Gaming Au-
thority Board requesting the full board 
to present their 3rd Quarter Report.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Legislative Admin-
istrative Assistant Linda Gokee’s verbal 
report for October 27, 2018. 

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

Corporate Charters and/or Board 
Updates: No reports

4:18 p.m. Motion made by Councilor 
Shananaquet and supported by Council-

or Proctor to go into Closed Session for 
Confi dential Legal Matters.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 3 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

4:51 p.m. Motion made by Council-
or David Harrington and supported by 
Councilor McNamara to return to Open 
Session.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried. 

4:53 p.m. Councilor David Har-
rington exits meeting.

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
McNamara to table the approval of the 
October 11, 2018 Tribal Council Meeting 
Minutes to November 8, 2018.

Vote: 6 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 3 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima, Councilor David Harrington)

Motion carried.
4:55 p.m.  Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to adjourn.

Vote: 5 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 4 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima, Councilor David Harrington, 
Councilor Shananaquet) Motion carried.

Next Regular Tribal Council Meeting:
Th ursday, November 8, 2018 at 9:00 

a.m. 
Th ese Minutes have been read and are 

approved as corrected/written.
Tamara Kiogima, Tribal Council Sec-

retary                    Date

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle

Harbor Springs, MI 49740
Tribal Council Regular Meeting

October 27, 2018

Call to Order: 9:07 a.m.
Opening ceremony: Councilor Emily 

Proctor
 Closed Session:  Yes
Council Present: Councilor David 

Harrington, Councilor Dexter Mc-
Namara, Councilor Emily Proctor, 
Councilor Julie Shananaquet, Councilor 
Shanna Wemigwase, Treasurer Marcel-
la R. Reyes, Secretary Tamara Kiogima, 
Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.    

Absent: Councilor Frank Bernard
Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: Legis-

lative Services Attorney Donna Budnick, 
Sr Financial Analyst Rachel Cope, Leg-
islative Administrative Assistant Linda 
Gokee 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Present: 
Tribal Chairperson Regina Gasco-Bent-
ley, Executive Assistant Rebecca Fisher 

Judicial Offi  cials and Staff : none
Public: Denise Petoskey, Cheri Dom-

inic, Joanne Carey, Jordan Shananaquet, 
Th eresa Keshick, Deleta Smith, Rochelle 
Ettawageshik, Renee “Wasson” Dillard, 
Isaac Dillard, Carol Kiogima, Angie 
Wooden, Carla Osawamick, Sharon Sier-
zputowski, Carol McFall, Danielle Bec-
enti, Maanii Fonseca

Invited Guest: none
Motion made by Councilor Proctor 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
adopt the agenda for January 18, 2018 as 
presented. 

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and 

supported by Councilor Shananaquet 
to dedicate this meeting in honor of the 
following Citizens who have walked on: 
Arlene Foreman and Gerald Ramage.

Comments: Councilor McNamara 
would like more information such as 
where they are from to be included in the 
Honored deaths.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Due to diffi  cultly of Tribal Councilors 

accessing minutes, the motion to approve 
has been moved to the end of agenda.

Tribal Council Action Items:
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to reimburse Tribal Coun-
cil mileage for travel to Grand Rapids to 
meet the Citizens on October 13, 2018.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 1 – No (Secretary Kiogi-
ma), 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Bernard) Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and 
supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 
approve Certifi ed Motion #102718-01 
Funding renewal from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, In-
dian Health Service, Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians FY 2018 Annu-
al Funding Agreement, Mod 18-2, Mod 
18-5 & Mod 18-6 Funding Increase.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Proctor to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#102718-02 Acceptance of Funding from 
the United States Department of Jus-
tice, Offi  ce on Violence Against Women 

(OVW), Transitional Housing Assistance 
Grants for Victims of Sexual Assault, Do-
mestic Violence, Dating Violence, and 
Stalking FY 2018 48-Month Project.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#102718-03 Request for Funding from 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Indian Health Ser-
vice-Sanitation Program, Well & Septic 
Systems Contract FY 2019.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to approve Certifi ed Motion 
#102718-04 Request for Funding from 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act (NAHASDA), Indian Housing Block 
Grant Program FY 2019.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to authorize and request the 
Tribal Chair to negotiate an agreement 
with the Commission of Social Security 
in accordance with the ‘‘Tribal Social Se-
curity Fairness Act of 2018’’ that would 
extend the insurance system to Tribal 
Council.

Comments: Legislative Leader Fred 
Harrington Jr. stated all of Tribal Coun-
cil needs to agree as a whole to pay into 
Social Security. Th e Accounting Depart-
ment would deduct 6 ½% towards Social 
Security from councilors payroll.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor David Har-
rington to approve Citizenship List A-El-
igible for Citizenship dated Friday, Octo-
ber 19, 2018 for a total of 7.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to approve Citizenship List B-Inel-
igible for Citizenship dated Friday, Octo-
ber 19, 2018 for a total of 2.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or McNamara to adopt Tribal Resolution 
Election Board Request for Supplemental 
Funding in the amount of $12,000.00 to 
come from General Funds-Fund Bal-
ance.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-yes, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-yes, Councilor Shananaquet-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-yes, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
Discussion: “Stone Circle” property 

on Beaver Island, Michigan.
-Th e Little Traverse Conservancy 

asked for a donation from Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians to purchase 
the Stone Circle property on Beaver Is-
land.

-Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians would have not control over the 
land except the possibility of a cultural 
easement.

Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.: 
view on the Stone Circle property

-Signifi cant events occurred at the 
Stone Circle,

-Th e War of 1812, Odawa’s showed 
their strength to the British Army. 

-Th e Tribe would not know what the 
conservancy group would allow for a cul-
tural easement.

-Th e land is appraised at $180,000
-Th e Legislative Leader attended the 

October 16, 2018 Appropriations and Fi-
nance Committee Meeting and asked for 
consideration to purchase this property.

-Th is will be the last chance for the 
Tribe to purchase this property.

Councilor McNamara: 
-Supports the Tribe purchasing of this 

property as it has a cultural signifi cance.
Councilor Shananaquet:
-What funding source is this to be tak-

en from?
Councilor Wemigwase:
-Has this property site gone through 

the Phase I inspection?
Motion  made by Councilor David 

Harrington and supported by Councilor 
McNamara to adopt Tribal Resolution 
Supplemental Funding in the  Amount of 
$180,000 for the Legislative Branch FY18 
Budget for purchase of “Stone Circle” 
property on Beaver Island, Michigan to 
come from General Fund-Fund Balance.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-yes, 

Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-no, Councilor Shananaquet-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-no, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
9:47 a.m. Break
10:05 a.m. Meeting resumes
Executive Oversite Report: 
Discussion: 
-GIS, Planning and Department of 

Commerce will be moving to the Gov-
ernment Complex.

-Environmental and SEEDS will be 
moving to 1345 US 31 North, also known 
as the White House.

-A Tribal Citizen inquired if the Tribe 
would endorse Dana Nessel, Michigan’s 
race for the next Attorney General.

-Th e Per Capita Distribution will be 
mailed on/by November 9, 2018 in the 
Amount of $500.00.

-Vice-Chairperson Stella Kay has an-
swers to Tribal Councilor’s questions 
from the October 11, 2018 Tribal Coun-
cil Meeting:

Natural Resources Commissioner 
John Keshick III or Natural Resources 
Director Doug Craven will be presenting 
an update to Tribal Council regarding 
the 2020 Consent Decree.

Harbor Springs Board of Education 
does not want to sell their high-speed 
internet fi ber optic to the Tribe due to 
the ongoing Reservation Litigation case. 
Th e Executive will be meeting with Great 
Lakes Energy as they are installing fi ber 
optic cable in Emmet County.

Open Communication Day for Tribal 
Citizens, on the advice of Hogen Adams, 
does not recommend discussion on the 
Boundary Litigation Case. Th e Youth’s 
You Tube production video will proceed.

Th e Tribal Chair and General Coun-
sel Jim Bransky met with Harbor Point 
residents.

-Councilor Shananaquet asked how 
oft en does the Executive submit weekly 
press releases to the Petoskey News Re-
view?

Th e Executive is following the ad-
vice of Hogen Adams to not respond to 
Emmet County Lakeshore Association’s 
press release.

-Th e Executive will follow Tribal 
Council’s direction, when given, regard-
ing the Historical Boundary Litigation 
case.

-Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick suggests a phone conference 
with Hogen Adams at the next Tribal 
Council Work Session to bring Tribal 
Offi  cials up to date on the boundary case.

-Th e Tribal Chair is working with the 
State of Michigan on the 340B Drug Dis-
count Program. Th is is a federal program 
created by Congress to help provide relief 
from escalating drug prices to safety-net 
hospital and other healthcare providers 
serving vulnerable patient populations. 
It requires drug companies to off er dis-
counts of up to 50 percent on many 
popular outpatient drugs. If this goes 
through, the Tribe could receive up to 2.7 
million in reimbursements for prescrip-
tion drugs.

-Th e Tribal Chair, Legislative Leader 
Fred Harrington Jr. and General Coun-
sel Jim Bransky met with Gretchen 
Whitmer. General Counsel Jim Bransky 
addressed the Reservation Boundary, 
Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr. 
discussed medical marijuana and the 
Chair discussed Medicaid reimburse-
ment, health care and education.

Legislative Leader Report:
-Was asked by the Executive to attend 

the meeting with gubernatorial candi-
date Gretchen Whitmer to discuss eco-
nomic development.

-Th e Legislative Leader also spoke 
briefl y on the Tribe’s lawsuit and com-
pared it to the current migrant caravan 
walk of men, woman, and children. What 
will happen to these young children 
upon reaching the border and President 
Trump removes them from their par-
ents? It’s no diff erent when the state takes 
away our Indian children.

-On a positive note, Whitmer seems 
willing to communicate and negoti-
ate with Tribes. Options of Compact 
or Memorandums of Understanding 
can occur between the state and Tribes. 
Rather than being adversaries, we should 
be partners in business and economic 
development. Th ere are many oppor-
tunities for both the Tribe and State of 
Michigan.

Executive Oversite Report continued:
-Bay Mills Indian Community plans 

to fi le suit against Governor Snyder and 
the agreement he made with Enbridge 
to build a tunnel under the Straits of 
Mackinac. Snyder plans to “fast track” it 
through so there will not be no chance of 
turning back. Bay Mills is looking for a 
letter of support and/or monetary fund-
ing.

-Tribal Chair requested a Tribal Reso-
lution opposing the tunnel.

-Th e Executive is looking for a simple 
motion on debt forgiveness in regards to 
the Michelle Chingwa Education Hono-
rarium Program.

Questions to the Executive from Trib-
al Councilors:

Councilor Proctor:
-Asked if the Executive would like to 

acknowledge the Indian Child Welfare 
Act (ICWA), a law that has been enforced 
for 40 years. Councilor Proctor is willing 
to donate her time and eff ort.

Councilor McNamara: 
-Were you aware the Emmet County 

Lakeshore Association approached the 
Wequetonsing (translates to the harbor) 
Association residents asking for 2% of 
their property taxes to help pay for their 
litigation against the Tribe? Th eir answer 
was no.

Secretary Kiogima:
-Th e following are question’s Tribal 

Citizens of Grand Rapids asked of the 
Executive.

Elder traveled here for the Homecom-
ing Pow Wow and was denied the gas 
exemption as they did not have the cor-
rect Tribal ID. Th ey didn’t receive theirs 
or knew that new cards were being sent 
issued

Homelessness in Grand Rapids: Do 
they have assistance outside of the ser-
vice

area. What services would be available 
to them?

Burial fund-How much per person?
Can the Tribe assist with glasses 

and dental for all citizens outside the 
27-County Service Area?

Education Appeal for the Michelle 
Chingwa was denied, what is the next 
step to appeal?

Housing needs
People don’t realize that the Odawa 

is a native owned casino. No Native art-
work being sold at outlets or artwork be-
ing displayed.

Will the Tribe provide a Christmas 
Party for Tribal Citizens in Grand Rap-
ids?

General Welfare card instead of per 
capita check

Councilor Shananaquet:
-Attended the Meet the Citizens in 

Grand Rapids and submitted her list of 
questions directly to the Executive via 
email.

-Can the Grand Rapids Citizens apply 
for the Small Grants Donation to assist 
with a Christmas party?

Councilor Wemigwase: 
-Explained to the Citizens of Grand 

Rapids the Children’s Christmas Party 
held in Harbor Springs is done by volun-
teers within the community.

-Can 3rd Party Revenue pay for glasses 
for all Tribal Citizens regardless of where 
they reside?

-Status of the Tribes Qualifi ed Expert 
Witness in Indian Child Welfare cases.

-Asked the Executive to have Pur-
chase Referred Care staff  return phone 
calls regarding health bills being paid.

-When does the Executive plan on 
submitting names to Tribal Council for 
the Election Board?

Treasurer Reyes: 
-Is it possible to have joint heath care, 

in conjunction with other Tribes, such as 
an inter-tribal health care?

Executive Oversite Report continued:
-Working with Northern Shores re-

garding tax credits and the possibility of 
receiving funds at a 1-2% interest.

-Questions regarding the Tribal Res-
olution Paid Time-Off  for Elections. Is 
requesting Tribal Council to word the 
resolution diff erently to avoid confusion 
amongst her staff . 

Motion made by Secretary Kiogima 
and supported by Councilor Proctor to 
acknowledge the verbal and written Ex-
ecutive Oversite Report as presented by 
Tribal Chairperson Regina Gasco-Bent-
ley on October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor David 

Harrington and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to adopt Tribal Resolution Op-
position of the State of Michigan’s agree-
ment with Enbridge about Line 5.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-yes, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-yes, Councilor Shananaquet-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-yes, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  cer Reports:
  Legislative Leader Report 
Discussion:  
-Economic Development for Odawa 

Aviation and all newly formed corpora-
tions.

-Strategic plans need to be developed 
for all corporations.

-Asked for Tribal Council consider-
ation to appoint four (4) board members 
from the Ziibimijwang, Inc. and one oth-
er person to the Odawa Aviation Corpo-
rate Charter.

-Spoke with the Gaming Authority 
Board regarding a Strategic Plan to in-
clude implementing sports betting and 
online e-betting.
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-Requesting motions to appoint mem-

bers to the Odawa Aviation Corporate 
Charter.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept the verbal report 
from Legislative Leader Fred Harrington 
Jr. for October 27, 2018. 

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Mc-

Namara and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to approve the Odawa Avi-
ation Charter and to post the request 
for Letters of Interest for board member 
positions.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 1 – No (Councilor Proc-
tor), 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Bernard) Motion carried.

Secretary Report 
Documents Delivered to Executive: 
-Tribal Resolution Paid Time-Off  for 

Elections was delivered to the Executive 
for signature on 10/12/18-PENDING 
SIGNATURE (due back to Tribal Council 
on 11/12/18)

-Tribal Resolution Limited Waiver of 
Sovereign Immunity was delivered to the 
Executive for signature on 09/18/18-the 
Executive signed on 10/17/18.

-Tribal Resolution Secured Centralized 
Data Storage System was delivered to the 
Executive for signature on 10/12/18-the 
Executive signed on 10/17/18.

-Tribal Resolution Supplemental Fund-
ing in the Amount of $21,000.00 for the 
Executive’s Budget, “Political Contribu-
tion” and “Donations” Line-items was 
delivered to the Executive for signature 
on 10/19/18-the Executive signed on 
10/22/18.

-Waganakising Odawak Statute Con-
tracting Statute was delivered to the Exec-
utive for signature on 09/18/18-the Execu-
tive signed on 10/17/18.

Vetoes (a vote of Tribal Council to 
override a veto shall occur within 90-days 
of the veto): none

Phone Polls passed by Tribal Council: 
-10/18/18 Motion to adopt Tribal 

Resolution Supplemental Funding in the 
Amount of $21,000.00 for the Executive’s 
Budget, “Donation” Line-item.

Comments: none
Phone Poll Vote: 5 Yes, 4 No (Council-

or Bernard, Councilor Proctor, Councilor 
Shananaquet, Secretary Kiogima), 0 Ab-
stained, 0 Absent Motion carried

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Secretary Kiogi-
ma’s verbal and written report as present-
ed on the agenda for October 27, 2018.

Vote: 6 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 3 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Councilor 
Shananaquet, Legislative Leader Fred 
Harrington Jr.) Motion carried.

11:22 a.m. Break
11:40 a.m. Meeting resumes
Treasurer Report
Appropriations and Finance Com-

mittee
-Last Meeting: October 16, 2018
(Motions made at Appropriations and 

Finance Committee Meeting)
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamara to 
recommend to Tribal Council adopt Tribal 
Resolution Supplemental Funding in the 

Amount of $21,000.00 for the Execu-
tive’s Budget, “Donation” Line-item.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNamara 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to recommend to Tribal Council to ap-
prove Certifi ed Motion #102718-01 Fund-
ing renewal from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service, Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians FY 2018 Annual Fund-
ing Agreement, Mod 18-2, Mod 18-5 & 
Mod 18-6 Funding Increase.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamara to 
recommend to Tribal Council to approve 
Certifi ed Motion #102718-02 Acceptance 
of Funding from the United States Depart-
ment of Justice, Offi  ce on Violence Against 
Women (OVW), Transitional Housing As-
sistance Grants for Victims of Sexual As-
sault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, 
and Stalking FY 2018 48-Month Project.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamara to 
recommend to Tribal Council to approve 
Certifi ed Motion #102718-03 Request 
for Funding from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Indian 
Health Service- Sanitation Program, Well 
& Septic Systems Contract FY 2019.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor McNamara 

and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 
to recommend to Tribal Council to ap-
prove Certifi ed Motion #102718-04 Re-
quest for Funding from U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Development, 
Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA), In-
dian Housing Block Grant Program FY 
2019.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase 

and supported by Councilor McNamara 
to recommend to Tribal Council to adopt 
Tribal Resolution Supplemental Funding 
in the Amount of $180,000 for the Legis-
lative Branch FY18 Budget for purchase of 
“Stone Circle” property on Beaver Island, 
Michigan.

Vote: 3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent 
Motion carried.
-Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 

13, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in Council Cham-
bers.

Public Comment:
 11:45 a.m. Public Comment opened
Tribal Citizen Denise Petoskey com-

mented the Odawa Aviation Statute is 
vague and needs to be defi ned explicitly 
of what it means. It is unfair to the rest 
of the Tribal Citizens to pre-select board 
members without posting for the posi-
tions.

11:46 a.m. Public Comment closed
Appropriation and Finance Commit-

tee Report continued.
Phone Polls passed by Appropriations 

and Finance Committee:
-10/19/18 Motion to recommend to 

Tribal Council to approve Tribal Reso-
lution Election Board Request for Sup-
plemental Funding in the amount of 
$12,000.00 to come from General Funds-
Fund Balance.

Comments: none
Phone Poll Vote: 3 Yes, 0 No, 0 Ab-

stained, 0 Absent Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Shananaquet to accept the Appropria-
tions and Finance Committee verbal and 
written report as provided on the agenda 
by Treasurer Reyes, Committee Chair-
person for October 27, 2018.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

Land and Reservation Committee
-Last Meeting: August 31, 2018
-Th e regular scheduled meeting on 

Friday, October 5, 2018 was cancelled. 
Due to previous commitments by the 
committee members, it was not resched-
uled. 

(No motions made at Land and Reser-
vation Committee Meeting)

-Next Meeting: Friday, November 2, 
2018 at 9:00 a.m. in Council Chambers.

Phone Polls passed by Land and Res-
ervation Committee: none

Discussion: Attendance of the Hous-
ing Presentation

-Scott Winchester and Justin Crane 
of Seven Generations was present and 
brought forth possibilities for Monroe 
and Second Street development.

-PowerPoint presentation which in-
cluded plans for a duplex, 3-bedroom, 
2-bath with attached garage.

-Second Street would be more expen-
sive to develop due to maximum density.

-Asked Seven Generations to bring 
additional plans for single and 2-bed-
room units as there are 36 Tribal Citizens 
on the housing waiting list. Out of this 
total, there are 20 young, single persons. 
Th e Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) helps families into 
housing quicker than single persons. 

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to accept the Land and Reserva-
tion Committee verbal and written re-
port as provided on the agenda by Trea-
surer Reyes, Committee Chairperson for 
October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Public Comment:
 11:54 a.m. Public Comment opened
Tribal Citizen Joanne Carey com-

mented some of the Elders were upset 
with the $20,000 allocation made to 
Gretchen Whitmer as there may not be 
enough money for Elders’ fuel and utility 
bills. Why is Tribe giving money to the 
State of Michigan gubernatorial candi-
dates? Th ese ongoing recalls of elected 
offi  cials is ridiculous because it costs the 
Tribe money. Th e Waganakising Odawak 
Statute Recall of an Offi  cial and Leave of 
Absence Statute needs to be amended to 
include legitimate reasons before a recall 
can be initiated. Joanne would like Trib-
al Council’s consideration in draft ing 
a Tribal Resolution acknowledging the 
Eagle Staff  is the fi rst fl ag of Americas 
and should be held higher than any other 
fl ag.

Tribal Citizen Julie Shananaquet 
thanked Joanne Carey for all of her work 
and dedication to the Michigan Elder’s 
Association.

12:01 p.m. Public Comment closed
12:02 p.m. Lunch Break
1:30 p.m. Meeting resumes
Tribal Council Member Reports:
Treasurer Reyes:

-Attended the Meet the Citizens of 
Grand Rapids. Secretary Kiogima pro-
vided an excellent, written overview of 
the items of discussion.

-Th e Odawa Casino Resort Gift  Shop 
has no representation of Odawa Art.

A Tribal Citizen contacted Odawa 
Casino Resort to sell their beadwork and 
never received a return call.

Ideas for items for purchase is license 
plates reading “ODAWA”

-Tribes Historical Boundary Litiga-
tion case.

-Cannabidiol (CBD) selling of prod-
ucts.

-General welfare card v Per Capita 
Distribution

-Twenty Tribal Citizens were in atten-
dance. 95% of questions was asked of the 
Executive.

Motion made by Councilor Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to accept Treasurer Reyes’ verbal 
report as presented on October 27, 2018.  

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Councilor Shananaquet:
-Attended the Meet the Citizens of 

Grand Rapids.
A special Th ank You to Ron Yob of the 

Grand River Band of Ottawa Indians for 
allowing this meeting to take place at the 
Band’s offi  ce and providing refreshments.

Th e Citizens from Grand Rapids are 
requesting a follow-up from both the 
Legislative and Executive in regards to 
the questions brought forth.

It was suggested the Tribe should join 
the movement in hemp production and 
medical marijuana.

What other businesses will be going 
into Victories Square?

When will a hotel be added to the ca-
sino?

Tribal Citizens outside of the service 
area are requesting more money be given 
to them as they are not allowed to utilize 
the same benefi ts as Tribal members liv-
ing in the Petoskey area.

Can housing and emergency assis-
tance be available to Tribal Citizens re-
siding in cities not within the 27 County 
Service Area?

When will Executive submit names 
to the Legislative Offi  ce to complete the 
fi ve- member Election Board? 

How many times must a Tribal Citizen 
submit an address change to the Election 
Board in order for them to mail a ballot 
to a correct address?

Citizens from Grand Rapids is re-
questing Legislative articles to be in the 
Odawa Trails under title “Legislative 
Corner”. 

-Attended the Executive’s Housing 
Presentation the Odawa Hotel. Treasurer 
Reyes’ gave an overview of the material 
presented in the Land and Reservation 
Committee report.

-Th anked Gaming Authority Board 
Vice-Chair Bernadece Compo-Boda for 
her notice of a contract termination and 
clarifi cation of motion associated with 
Leadership Oversite Committee (LOC).

-Spoke with Gaming Authority Board 
Chair Bev Wemigwase and Vice Chair 
Bernadece Compo-Boda regarding the 
development and off er for Board training 
to assist in creating a successful board.

-How do we process emails from the 
former Odawa Casino Resort General 
Manager?

-Hunter Genia expressed an interest 
in presenting a video to Tribal Council 
on Swan Creek/Black River history and 
his quest in obtaining answers on obtain-
ing tribal recognition. 

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Council-
or Proctor to accept Councilor Shanan-
aquet’s verbal and written report as pre-
sented on October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Secretary Kiogima:
-Attended the Meet the Citizens of 

Grand Rapids. Provided discussion and 
a written report during the Executive 
Oversite Report.

Tribal Citizens are requesting Voca-
tional and fi nancial support in attending 
trade schools.

Odawa Casino Resort advertising.
-More discussion of debt forgiveness.
-Asked Tribal Council if they sup-

ported a monetary donation to Bay Mills 
Indian Community in their suit against 
Governor Snyder.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and 
supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 
accept Secretary Kiogima’s verbal and 
written report as presented on October 
27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Councilor Wemigwase:
-Attended the Natural Resources 

Commission meeting in Grand Rapids 
on October 13, 2018.

Th is event was well organized by the 
departmental staff  and Commission. 
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Th ey had refreshments, lunch and give-
aways. 

How we track eagles. Th ey are put on 
GPS. 

Wild rice project. 
Eventually the Tribe will have its own 

eagle repository
Issued hunting and fi shing licenses.
-Attended the Meet and Greet in 

Grand Rapids. Most of her items have 
been previously discussed and would like 
to reiterate the following:

Tribal Citizens want to know how 
much longer do we have debt on the ca-
sino? Th ey are in favor of adding a hotel 
and support e-gaming.

General Welfare cards v Per Capita 
payments.

Support business ventures in CBD, 
medical and recreational marijuana. 
Th ey would like Tribal Council to act on 
implementing this business.

Th e Citizens of Grand Rapids request 
the presence of the Executive to attend 
these meetings.

-Attended the Gaming Authority 
Board Work Session on Friday, October 
19, 2018. Observations made are:

Th e Board seems well organized and 
works hard.

Spoke with Matt Stemkoski regarding 
the Appropriations and Finance Com-
mittee process,

Obtained legal advice from General 
Counsel Jim Bransky,

In the process of investigating the for-
mer General Manager,

New roof report
-Attended the Gaming Authority 

Board Meeting on Saturday, October 20, 
2018.

Prefers meeting at the Odawa Hotel v. 
the casino.

Two (2) Citizens were in attendance 
and gave public comment.

Th e Board has fresh eyes and a diverse 
background of members.

Financials were requested.
Motion to terminate the General 

Manager contract was unanimous.
A policy was passed for the Leader-

ship Oversite Committee (LOC)
Topics of questions and concerns 

from the Tribal Citizens of Grand Rapids 
were presented to the Gaming Authority 
Board.  

Informed the Board of the Appropri-
ations and Finance Committee proce-
dures for placement on their agenda.

Th e Board is working on minutes to 
be approved at their next meeting.

-Community Teachings have been oc-
curring, it would be nice to see Leader-
ship attendance.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Council-
or Shananaquet to accept Councilor 
Wemigwase’s verbal report as presented 
on October 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Shananaquet to approve Tribal Certifi ed 
Motion Require a Gaming Authority 
Strategic Plan.

-On hold until Tribal Councilors can 
review the Certifi ed Motion.

Discussion: New verbiage added to 
Tribal Resolution Paid Time-Off  for 
Elections to include all Tribal branches of 
Government and Tribally owned enter-
prises and businesses to allow employees 
and Tribal Citizens leave during polling 
hours in order to vote in Tribal, state and 
federal elections, including special elec-
tions and primaries.

Motion made by Councilor Proctor 
and supported by Secretary Kiogima to 
adopt Tribal Resolution Paid Time-Off  
for Elections.

Roll Call: Councilor Bernard-ab-
sent, Councilor David Harrington-no, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Councilor 
Proctor-yes, Councilor Shananaquet-no, 
Councilor Wemigwase-no, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Secretary Kiogima-yes, Legis-
lative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.-yes

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Shananaquet to approve Tribal Certifi ed 
Motion Require a Gaming Authority 
Strategic Plan.

Vote: 6 - Yes, 1 – No (Secretary Ki-
ogima), 1 – Abstained (Councilor David 
Harrington), 1 - Absent (Councilor Ber-
nard) Motion carried.

2:44 p.m. Break
2:56 p.m. Meeting resumes
Tribal Council Member Report on 

hold for public comment
Public Comment
2:59 p.m. Public Comment Opens
Tribal Citizen Jordan Shananaquet 

is in support of retaining the Gijigowi 
First Nation language teacher. She read 
the Tribe’s Mission Statement in Anishi-
naabemowin.

Tribal Citizen Th eresa Keshick sup-
ports Jordan’s statement in retaining the 
First Nation language teacher. It is her 
hope and dream for our children to speak 

Anishinaabemowin. It is important as it 
is part of our identity and is what helped 
the Tribe in obtaining our reaffi  rmation. 

Tribal Elder Deleta Smith spoke for 
the need of change within our commu-
nity. We do not make change by waging 
war within our own community, we must 
fi nd common ground and do right.

Tribal Elder Rochelle Ettawageshick 
spoke of the wonderful opportunity we 
have in having a First Nation language 
teacher. Th e language class comes to-
gether as one, as a community should. 
Asked Tribal Council to pass the 2019 
Budget and not to cut the language 
teacher position.

Tribal Elder Renee “Wasson” Dillard 
spoke of all roads to speaking our lan-
guage is good. Learning how to read and 
write Anishinaabemowin is important. 
She has learned all of this from our First 
Nation speaker and the Tribes language 
teachers, Carla, Netawn, and Gwen. It 
is important for our children and future 
generations to keep the language alive.

Tribal Citizen Carol Kiogima agrees 
with her language classmates and is in 
support of retaining the First Nation lan-
guage speaker.

Tribal Citizen Angie Woodin com-
mented the SPRING Grant team visits 60 
children in the local area public schools 
where they teach simple basic words to 
the students. When they learn a word, 
they become excited and light up. She 
also teaches her grandson these words as 
well and is in support of the First Nation 
language speaker.

Carla Osawamick commented she 
does not know what’s going on in re-
gards to the 2019 Budget.  Operating on 
the 2018 Budget for FY 2019 aff ects her 
budget in the Gijigowi Language Depart-
ment. A First Nation language speaker 
is needed in this community in order to 
speak the language properly.

Julie Shananaquet commented on the 
importance of our language. She recog-
nized everything Jordan read in Anishi-
naabemowin due to Wasson’s language 
lessons during Tribal Council meetings. 
Tribal Council is looking at working with 
the Executive and it is important, espe-
cially to work with us during the budget 
process, and for the two departments to 
come together to support the Language 
Department. Th anked the language class 
for attending and voicing their public 
comments.

Tribal Citizen Linda Gokee com-
mented she is in support of the language 
department. We have gift ed language 
teachers here. Most of our Elders who 
spoke the language are no longer here 
and we need to keep to keep the language 
alive for our children.   

Tribal Citizen Denise Petoskey re-
sponded to Julie’s comment regarding 
the 2019 Budget process. She watched 
the budget process where the two 
branches were supposed to come togeth-
er, but that’s not what they saw.  Th ey saw 
one branch dictate to the other branch 
of what they wanted to see in the other’s 
budget, and then refuse to pass the bud-
get, twice. Working together did not hap-
pen. In addition to her public comment 
this morning in regards to the Aviation 
Charter.   Denise publicly objects to the 
willful misleading of Tribal members and 
the horrible precedence Tribal Council 
is setting. She reminded Tribal Council 
of the Tribes Constitution, Article VII, 
Tribal Council, D. Powers of the Tribal 
Council, 16. “Establish committees, com-
missions, and boards, and approve ap-
pointments as presented by the Executive. 
Th e Tribal Council shall develop laws set-
ting out qualifi cations for appointees and 
ensuring that the Tribal membership is 
given reasonable notifi cation of available 
positions”. Tribal Council should not be 
putting people on this board without ad-
vertising for the positions.

Tribal Citizen Th eresa Keshick shared 
a story of speaking the language amongst 
our small children.

Tribal Citizen Shanna Wemigwase is 
in support of the language teacher, she 
would like to see it funded permanently.

Tribal Elder Sharon Sierzaputowski 
is in support of the language teacher to 
remain with us. She has been in the lan-
guage class for a few years now and has 
learned a lot. It is the language class’s 
understanding, the language instructor 
was included in the last proposed Execu-
tive 2019 Budget and the Appropriations 
and Finance Committee did not pass this 
budget and this is why we are here. Hav-
ing the language instructor is important 
to the community.

Tribal Citizen Danielle Becenti com-
mented she is a new student and is 
thankful for the opportunity to learn our 
language. It is important to learn our lan-
guage so we may pass it on to our kids 
and so on.

Tribal Citizen Maanii Fonseca com-
mented her heart is breaking as this lan-
guage teacher speaks fl uently. It is rare to 
have a fl uent language teacher.

Tribal Citizen Angie Woodin thanked 
Tribal Council for the Michelle Chingwa 
Education Honorarium Act as her son is 

now working on his MBA at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and she is very proud of 
him.  We need to be kind to one another, 
we can’t hold grudges, don’t pass judge-
ment.

3:29 p.m. Public Comment Closed
Discussion: FY 2019 Budget
Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr.:
-Apologized to all in attendance as he 

brought forward and voted on an older 
document for the FY 2019 Budget in-
stead of the one the Executive brought. 
Th e Legislative Leader felt it would have 
passed, had it been the correct budget. 
He feels he may have been the reason it 
did not pass.

Councilor Shananaquet:
 -Voted no on the initial 2019 Budget 

as the language teacher was not included 
in the Tribal Resolution brought forward 
by the Executive. Tribal Council was 
pushing for and supported a language 
instructor to be in the budget and it was 
not. Th at is why Councilor Shananaquet 
voted no as she knew of the importance 
of our language. It was disheartening for 
Tribal Council to learn of losing Wasson 
because there was no money in the bud-
get to have her continue “Language with 
Wasson” during Tribal Council Meetings. 
Until she sees the budget come through, 
that’s real specifi c to things that are im-
portant to the Tribe, she will continue to 
vote no. Th e sole source of our income is 
based on the casino revenue and Tribal 
Council is trying to stretch the dollars to 
put it in those programs that are import-
ant. Language is important.

Councilor Wemigwase:
-She is on the Appropriations and 

Finance Committee (AFC) and thanked 
the language class for attending then and 
today.

-Th e fi rst original budget brought for-
ward by the Executive did not include 
a language instructor and she voted no. 
A new budget was submitted by AFC 
Member Councilor Wemigwase to spe-
cifi cally add money into the Language 
Department for an instructor. Th is bud-
get was passed by Tribal Council and was 
vetoed by the Executive. Th e next budget 
submitted by the Executive did not in-
clude funding for a language instructor, 
Tribal Council voted no to passing it, 
and this is why the Tribe is operating on 
a 2018 Budget for Fiscal Year 2019.  She 
would like to see this position fully fund-
ed. Grants help but to depend on believ-
ing we will continually receive monies 
from the funding source is not feasible. 
Councilor Wemigwase wanted to the 
Language class know why she voted no.

Councilor Proctor:
Tribal Council must follow a budget 

statute. Th ere are pieces Tribal Council 
along with Executive, are ironing out. In 
addition, we need to tighten up on how 
those budgets are brought forward and 
the process to it. Tribal Citizens seen 
a lot of back and forth on the budgets. 
In Councilor Proctor’s view, there was 
a transparent process in regards to the 
budget. She appreciates the language stu-
dents for coming in to discuss the bud-
get process, and thanked them for their 
comments. She too is also in support of a 
language instructor.

Tribal Council Member Report con-
tinued

Councilor Proctor:
-January 25 & 26, 2019 is the North-

ern Michigan Small Farm Conference.  
Th is will be held and hosted by the Grand 
Traverse Resort and Spa.

-Attended the Michigan Woman’s Hall 
of Fame Awards Dinner and Induction 
Ceremony on October 18, 2018. Agatha 
Biddle was inducted into the Historical 
Women’s Hall of Fame. She is the sec-
ond, along with Wauneta Dominic, are 
the only Anishinaabekwe to be inducted. 
Agatha is a mentor for Councilor Proc-
tor.

-Councilor Proctor would like to cre-
ate a venue to nominate our historical 
leaders, present leaders and our youth to 
these positions. A Grand Valley Student 
brought forth Agatha’s name as she was 
frustrated as no Anishinaabe Leaders are 
ever spoke of in schools, let alone higher 
education, college and/or universities.

-Frustrated with the following per-
sons/actions:

Executive Assistant Rebecca Fisher as 
Legislative Leader Fred Harrington Jr. 
was the only Tribal Councilor invited by 
the Executive to attend the meeting with 
Gretchen Whitmer.

Th e termination of the General Man-
ager’s contract, along with some employ-
ees.

Wants to see due process and to be 
ensured our Gaming Authority Board is 
following up with investigations. Where 
are the reports? Where are the legal opin-
ions?

Is the newly appointed Gaming Au-
thority Board doing well or do they need 
assistance? 

-Th anked Tribal Council for listening 
to her concerns today.

Motion made by Councilor David 
Harrington and supported by Treasurer 

“Minutes” continued from page 22.

“Minutes” continued on page 24.
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Reyes to accept Councilor Proctor’s ver-
bal report as presented on October 27, 
2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
Legislative Staff  Reports:
Offi  ce of Finance and Revenue Report 
-Working with Odawa Economic De-

velopment Management, Inc. (OEDMI) 
on Victories Square regarding waste wa-
ter and billing.

-Odawa Casino Resort refi nance with 
PNC Bank is on hold until the account-
ing department is reestablished.

-Provided a chart on General Fund 
spending.

-Rachel and Treasurer Reyes will be 
having a phone conference with Merrill 
Lynch’s Peter Eckerline.

Motion made by Councilor Shanan-
aquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to accept Sr. Financial Analyst Rachel 
Cope’s verbal and written report for Oc-
tober 27, 2018.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - 
Absent (Councilor Bernard)

Motion carried.
4:14 p.m. Secretary Kiogima exits 

meeting
Tribal Historic Preservation Offi  cer: 

No report
Legislative Services Attorney Report
-Legislative Administrative Assistant 

Linda Gokee (22 years), Legislative Of-
fi ce Manager Michele Portman-LaCount 
(17 years), Legislative Services Attorney 
Donna Budnick (11 years) were recog-

nized for their years of service.
-Emailed 3 “Fish Reports” to Tribal 

Council from the Negotiation of Tribes 
for the 2020 Consent Decree.

-On many conference calls regarding 
Legal Business matters.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to acknowledge receipt of Legis-
lative Services Attorney Budnick’s verbal 
and written report for October 27, 2018. 

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

General Counsel: No report
Legislative Administrative Assistant 

Offi  ce Report
-Worked on the November 6, 2019 

Tribal Council Work Session Agenda.
-Worked with Andrea Cowles regard-

ing the last license for a Gaming Author-
ity Board member.

-Sent email to Gaming Authority 
Board to be prepared to present their 
budget to include a possible new Admin-
istrative Assistant position and the pur-
chase of new laptops. 

-Will resend email to Gaming Au-
thority Board requesting the full board 
to present their 3rd Quarter Report.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Legislative Admin-
istrative Assistant Linda Gokee’s verbal 
report for October 27, 2018. 

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

Corporate Charters and/or Board 
Updates: No reports

4:18 p.m. Motion made by Councilor 
Shananaquet and supported by Council-
or Proctor to go into Closed Session for 
Confi dential Legal Matters.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 3 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

4:51 p.m. Motion made by Council-
or David Harrington and supported by 
Councilor McNamara to return to Open 
Session.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima) Motion carried.

4:53 p.m. Councilor David Har-
rington exits meeting.

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
McNamara to table the approval of the 
October 11, 2018 Tribal Council Meeting 
Minutes to November 8, 2018.

Vote: 6 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 3 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima, Councilor David Harrington)

Motion carried.
4:55 p.m.  Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Councilor 
Proctor to adjourn.

Vote: 5 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 4 
- Absent (Councilor Bernard, Secretary 
Kiogima, Councilor David Harrington, 
Councilor Shananaquet) Motion carried.

Next Regular Tribal Council Meeting:
Th ursday, November 8, 2018 at 9:00 

a.m. 
Th ese Minutes have been read and are 

approved as corrected/written.
Tamara Kiogima, Tribal Council Sec-

retary                    Date

“Minutes” continued from page 23.

Puzzle on 
page 11.
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defend the constitutionality of this critical statute, 
which has helped to preserve so many thousands of 
Indian families.”

In October, Texas deemed the act “unconsti-
tutional” in the  Brackeen v. Zinke  decision where 
a non-Native couple tried to adopt a Native child. 
U.S. District Judge Reed O’Connor said the act is a 
“race based statute” violating the Equal Protection 
Clause. Th e act was created to keep Native Ameri-
can families together. It gives priority to the Native 
child’s biological family, members of the child’s 
tribe or other Native families.

Th e couple, Chad and Jennifer Brackeen, have 
adopted the child since.

Th e Navajo Nation is working to get involved 
in the case since it involves a Navajo child.

Th e tribal nation was not party at the district 
court, but has moved to intervene as a party

“Navajo Nation was not a party at the district 

court, but has moved to intervene as a party at the 
fi ft h circuit,” Lewerenz said. “Th ey’re trying to in-
tervene the case in support of ICWA.”

Tara MacLean Sweeney, the Assistant Secre-
tary for Indian Aff airs at the Department of Inte-
rior, released a statement when the Texas decision 
was made.

“For nearly 40 years, child advocacy organi-
zations across the United States have considered 
the Indian Child Welfare Act to be the gold stan-
dard of child welfare policy. Th e Department of 
the Interior strongly opposes any diminishment of 
ICWA’s protections for Indian children, families, 
and tribes,” she said. “Th e department will con-
tinue to work with tribes and states to implement 
ICWA moving forward. We reiterate our support 
for ICWA’s goals of ensuring the safety of Indian 
children, maintaining Indian families, and pro-
moting tribal sovereignty.”

Courtesy graphic. 

By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye

Editor’s note: Th e following article appeared 
on Indian Country Today on December 5, 2018 and 
is reprinted here with permission. 

A federal appeals court granted a stay request-
ed by the four tribes on Monday (December 3, 
2018) to preserve the  1978 Indian Child Welfare 
Act.

“Th e law is going to stay the same for now,” 
said Dan Lewerenz, one of the attorneys working 
on the Brackeen v. Zinke case.

Th at means Native American families will stay 
together under the law.

Th e Cherokee Nation, the Morongo Band 
of Mission Indians, the Oneida Nation and the 
Quinault Indian Nation released a joint statement 
on the granted order.

“By granting the stay, the protections provid-
ed by ICWA will remain in full force pending an 
appeal of the ruling handed down in October by 
a federal judge in the Northern District of Texas,” 
said the tribal nations. “Th is stay decision protects 
children from potential abuse and forced separa-
tion from their families. As a result, tribal fami-
lies and their children in Texas and Indiana will 
continue to be protected from the types of abusive 
child welfare practices that Congress outlawed 40 
years ago when it enacted ICWA.”

Th e four tribes said, “We strongly believe the 
ruling holding the Indian Child Welfare Act is 
unconstitutional was wrong, will ultimately be re-
versed on appeal, and as a result, the rights of In-
dian children, families and communities protected 
by the Indian Child Welfare Act will be affi  rmed 
and reinforced.”

Th e National Indian Child Welfare Associa-
tion said in a release with the National Congress 
of American Indians, the Native American Rights 
Fund and the Association of American Indian 
Aff airs that this was “welcome news.”

“ICWA remains the law of the land and ap-
plicable in all 50 states. Th e critical work between 
states and tribes to apply the ‘gold standard in child 
welfare’ by keeping Indian children with their fam-
ily and community will continue,” said the welfare 
association.

Th e congress stated this means “no Indian 
child who encounters the child welfare system 
in Texas, Indiana and Louisiana during this time 
should be denied the protections and safeguards 
aff orded them under the Indian Child Welfare Act.”

Th e court didn’t want to “upset the status quo,” 
said  Lewerenz, especially for a law that’s been in 
place for 40 years.

“When someone is challenging the law and 
the challenger wins, normally what happens is the 
defendants (those defending the law, the tribes in 
this case) ask the court, ‘We understand we lost but 
we’re going to ask to stay your decision, or put it 
on hold, while we get our arguments into place,” 
Lewerenz told Indian Country Today. “So the law 
isn’t changing every time.”

And in this instance, the higher court, the 
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, told the district 
court in Texas to hold on. For now. Th e decision is 
not overturned.

“If Texas wins on the appeal, then the fi ft h 
circuit may lift  the stay,” said the Native American 
Rights Fund lawyer. “If we win, the Texas decision 
is invalid.”

However, this court order doesn’t aff ect the 
child offi  cially adopted by the  Brackeen family, 
which is how the district court in Texas saw the 
law as “unconstitutional.”

“Th at adoption is completed. Nothing that the 
court did was going to aff ect the Brackeen family,” 
Lewerenz said. “Th at proceeding is done. Everyone 
agreed to it.”

Although, the couple “loves the child they ad-
opted,” they worked with attorneys who are trying 
to “undermine Indian law” and looking for plain-
tiff s to bring lawsuits that involve the Indian Child 
Welfare Act, according to Lewerenz. Th e lead at-
torney is  Matthew McGill  of Gibson, Dunn  & 
Crutcher.

“He is a believer and believes in a cause, and 
believes ICWA hurts children,” Lewerenz said.

Th e granted stay came right aft er the United 
States said it was going to defend the law with four 
tribes.

Th e California Tribal Families Coalition’s re-
lease commended the fi ft h circuit for “protecting 
Indian children, families and tribes” for the “fl awed 
October 2018 ruling fi nding the Indian Child Wel-
fare Act unconstitutional.”

Courtesy graphic.

I N D I A N  C H I L D  W E L F A R E  A C T  R E M A I N S  I N  F O R C E  A F T E R  A P P E A L S  C O U R T 
O R D E R  -   T R I B E S ,  N C A I  S A Y  I T ’ S  “ W E L C O M E  N E W S ”  T O  P R E S E R V E 
S T A T U S  Q U O  D E S P I T E  T E X A S  C O U R T  R U L I N G

“ICWA” continued from page 1.

Anii Tribal Voters, 
Th e Election Board has made some changes to 

the information that we provide to the voters. 
We will no longer be providing the candidate 

statement booklets. We believe that with all the 
technology that is available candidates have the 
means to reach out to the voters to make themselves 
known.  

We will no longer be hosting “Th e Meet the 
Candidate Forums”. 

We are making these changes because neither 
of these are cost eff ective any longer. 

We will still provide a photo of the candidate on 

the ballot if they wish. 
Th e candidates will continue to be listed on the 

ballot according to when their nomination petition 
was received by the Election Board. 

If you have any questions about this or anything 
else concerning the election process feel free to con-
tact the Election Board.

Carol Quinones, Chairperson
616-774-9534 or 616-206-6482
Jon Shawa, Treasurer  
517-927-3255
Alice Hughes, Board Member
231-838-9833

C H A N G E S  T O  E L E C T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N
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Birthdays

Miigwetch

Walking On...

Kevin Michael Kilborn, 65

Kevin Michael Kilborn of 
Kawkawlin, MI, went to his rest 
on July 6, 2018 at the age of 65 
years old, surrounded by his 
family and friends in the home 
where he and his wife, Pattee, 
raised their three children. In 
2010, Kevin was diagnosed with 
glioblastoma brain cancer. In 
those eight years, the cancer in-
vaded his life, aff ecting his mem-
ory, his ability to walk and even-
tually to speak. Th rough it all, he 
sought to shield his family and 
friends from the ravages of this 
disease. He never complained 
and always remained optimistic 
that life would return to normal. 
In every step of the way, Pattee 
was by his side; their love for one 
another was something cancer 
could not touch. Countless fami-
ly members, friends, co-workers, 
neighbors and prayer chains kept 
vigil for Kevin until Friday, July 
6 when Kevin, in the words of 
his Native American ancestors, 
walked on. He was lovingly wel-
comed by those who preceded 
him in death. Kevin understood 
what it meant to work hard, 
plan and build a life. He lived 
with integrity and loyalty, and 
he had strong beliefs that ran as 
deep and as true as his love for 
his family. He believed in Made 
in America before it became a 
fad. Well-tuned engines, fast cars 
and rock music were among his 
passions. Like his mother, he be-
friended animals, enjoyed coin 
collecting and was fascinated 
by astronomy. Kevin related to 
people who worked with their 
hands and loved fully with their 
hearts because he did, too. He 
was born on July 5, 1953 in Bay 
City, MI, to Dorothy and Karl 
Kilborn, both of whom prede-
ceased him. On August 7, 1982, 
Kevin married Patricia Sting, the 
love – and best friend – of his 
life. As a young couple, life was 
an adventure, and in times of 
adversity, their bond grew even 
stronger. Kevin is survived by 
their three children, Kevin, Joel 
and Lauren (Zach) Pauwel, all of 
Bay City, MI. He also leaves his 
beloved cat – Kat Man Du – and 
the memory of Penny, his loyal 
dog of 18 years. Several broth-
ers and sisters survive, includ-
ing Roger (Carol) Smith, Jon 
(Helen) Kilborn, Donna (Gary) 
VanPelt, Joel Kilborn, Karl Van 
(Sue) Kilborn, Lance Kilborn 
(Sue Ralph), Linda Kilborn and 
Cheryl Kilborn (James Tarchins-
ki) and sister-in-law, Elaine Kil-
born. Kevin was predeceased 
by his brother, Richard Kilborn, 
sister-in-law, Elizabeth Kilborn, 

and nephew, Karl Van Kilborn 
II. Kevin is also survived by 
Sandy (Richard) Jacobs, Robert 
(Sandy) Sting, Colleen (John) 
Mauch, Jim Sting and Cherie 
(Steve) Smith. He was prede-
ceased by his father- and moth-
er-in-law, Robert and Gweneth 
Sting. Many nieces, nephews 
and cousins survive. Proud to 
have been a truck driver, Kevin 
retired from Cassens Transport 
in 2010. Th e family thanks the 
medical teams at MidMichigan 
Hospital in Midland, MI, the 
University of Michigan Hospital 
in Ann Arbor, MI, and the Mc-
Laren Hospice in Bay City, MI, 
for their compassionate care. 
Th ose who would like to keep 
Kevin’s memory alive are asked 
to consider a memorial to the 
Humane Society of Bay Coun-
ty or contribute to a children’s 
charity such as Coats for Kids or 
Toys for Tots.

Geraldine Louise Kilmer, 
93

Geraldine Louise Kilm-
er, 93, of Bay City, MI, peace-
fully crossed over on Friday, 
August 10, 2018 at her daugh-
ter and son-in-law’s home in 
Kawkawlin, MI. Born in Peto-
skey, MI, on September 4, 1924 
to Mary Harrington Smith and 
John Smith, Geraldine inher-
ited a love of family from her 
parents and a green thumb for 
gardening from her mother. Her 
garden was admired by many of 
her neighbors, and she helped 
countless others begin their own 
gardens by gift ing them slips of 
perennials from her best plants. 
A proud member of the Oda-
wa tribe, Geraldine was the last 
child in her family to pass on. A 
woman of quiet faith, Geraldine 
did not fear death as she knew 
her husband, Clyde, her parents, 
and her sisters, Dorothy (Karl) 
Kilborn, Marjorie (Albert) Col-
by, Jeanette (Charles) Heinberg 
and brother, Richard (Marion) 
Smith, and many friends from 
throughout her life — especially 
childhood friends from Sher-
idan Street — would be there 
to welcome her as she entered 
into eternal life. Clyde and Ger-
aldine’s three children survive: 
Gary (Ruth) Kilmer, Karen 
Lambert and Carol Ann (Larry) 
Poole. In addition, many grand-
children, great-grandchildren 
and great-great grandchildren 
and nieces and nephews sur-
vive, each knowing Geraldine’s 

love and caring ways. She was 
predeceased by her grandsons, 
Brian and Robert Poole, and 
great-grandson Colton Lambert. 
To the uninitiated, she may have 
seemed quiet and shy, but those 
who knew Geraldine under-
stood the quickness of her wit 
was matched only by the love 
in her heart. She will be forever 
missed.

Kathleen “Kathy” Shagona-
by, 75

Kathleen “Kathy” Shagona-
by, 75, of Harbor Springs, MI, 
walked on December 3, 2018 in 
Petoskey, MI. Kathy was born on 
May 6, 1943 in Harbor Springs, 
MI, the daughter of Charlie and 
Susan (Kiogima) Shagonaby and 
was raised in Harbor Springs, 
MI. She moved to the Grand 
Rapids, MI, area in the late 60’s. 
She received her Master’s Degree 
in Social Work and went to work 
with Child Protective Services 
for a time before going to work 
for the 61st District Court as a 
Probation Offi  cer and Alcohol 
and Drug Th erapist. Even aft er 
she had retired, she was always 
on an AA outreach and was 
willing to drop everything and 
help those in need and always 
said she was there to “serve her 
fellow man.” In 2008, she re-
turned to Harbor Springs, MI, 
and could be seen daily walking 
her dog, Kada, downtown Har-
bor Springs, MI. Kathy dabbled 
in gardening and expanding 
her green thumb, enjoyed play-
ing BINGO, going to the casino 
and dancing. She loved books 
and was an avid reader, but her 
greatest love was her family and 
spending time with them. She 
was an amazing woman and 
was very proud of her heritage. 
She acted as a Docent for the 
Blackbird Museum and was a 
teacher/dance instructor for the 
Hiawatha Pageants. She was a 
member of the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
and the Holy Childhood Parish. 
Kathy is survived by six children, 
Carolyn Sue (Henry) Medawis, 
Susan (Amos) Day, Fred Shep-
ard, Mike (Roxann) Shepard, 
Sharyl (Scott) Jones and Travis 
(Tera) Shepard; brother, Rob-
ert Wayne (Joyce) Shagonaby; 
special friend, Bruce Reick; 22 
grandchildren and numerous 
great grandchildren and nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her parents; grand-
son, Dylan Paul Dayson; and by 
seven siblings.

Irene Joyce Petoskey, 92

Irene Joyce Petoskey, 92, 
of Levering, MI, passed away 
peacefully at her home early 
Sunday, December 2, 2018. Irene 
was born on January 8, 1926 at 
the family home in Kegomic, 
MI, the daughter of Harry and 
Norma (Crossett) McCary. She 
grew up in Boyne City, MI, and 
graduated from Boyne City High 
School in 1944. On her favorite 
holiday, St. Patrick’s Day, Irene 
married John Gasco, Sr., and 
they had 11 children together. 
John preceded her in death on 
February 9, 1962. On April 19, 
1980, she married Roland Peto-
skey, and they made their home 
in Flint, MI, until they moved 
to their current residence at Le-
vering in 1984. Roland preceded 
her in death on December 26, 
2014. Irene or, G.-G., as she was 
lovingly called by her grandchil-
dren, was a hard worker all of 
her life, but her greatest joy was 
spending time with her family, 
especially her grandchildren. 
She also loved fi shing as long as 
her feet didn’t touch the water! 
Irene is survived by one sister, 
Virginia Bell of Grand Rapids, 
MI, and eight of her 11 grown 
children, John Gasco, Jr., of Har-
bor Springs, MI, Marcia (Tom) 
Sutton of Levering, MI, Harry 
Gasco of Vancouver, WA, Al-
len (Judy) Gasco of Elmira, MI, 
Deleta Smith of Harbor Springs, 
MI, Regina (William) Bent-
ley of Petoskey, MI, Bart (Jodi) 
Gasco of Boyne City, MI, and 
Stephen Gasco of Boyne City, 
MI. She also is blessed to leave 
a legacy of 33 grandchildren, 
41 great-grandchildren and one 
new great-great-granddaughter. 
Besides her husbands, Irene was 
also preceded in death by three 
of her grown children, Norma 
(Dwight) Kolodgy, Alicia (Mer-
le) Carson and Joseph Gasco, 
and also by three of her siblings, 
Alvah McCary, LaVerne McCary 
and Dorothy McCary-Ward.

Baby Shark wishes Mommy 
Shark a very happy birthday on 
January 16. Th ank you for taking 
such good care of me. I love you, 
King. 

Happy birthday to my moth-
er, Judy Ann Field. You’re the 
rock to our family, the best Moth-
er anyone could ask for and an 
even better Grandmother. I look 
up to you to this day, and I always 
will. I love you Mom, I hope you 
have a wonderful day xoxo

 Happy birthday to the Cha-
lupa Queen on January 16. Here’s 
to many more years of eating ch-
alupas! 

Mno Dbishkaa, Cheyenne 
Kiogima! We love you and wish 
you all the best in the many 
things you do. Enjoy laughter, 
rest, positive thoughts, hugs and 
love from all of us! Mom, Dad, 
Sibs & Family.

Happy birthday wishes to 
Glenda Naganashe, celebrating 
her big day on New Year’s Day. 
Hope you have lots of fun. Love 
you much, your family.

A son, Aiden Lee Curtis, 
was born to Alicia Ann Gasco 
and Skylar Lee Curtis on Tues-
day, October 9,  2018 at 6:06 
p.m. at Munson Medical Cen-
ter in Traverse City, MI.   Aiden 
weighed four pounds and eight 
ounces and measured 17-1/2 
inches at birth. Grandparents 
are Allen and Judy Gasco of El-
mira, MI, Shayler Coultes of East 
Jordan, MI, and Will and Lauri 
Curtis of Clinton, TN.

Birth Announcement

I would like to thank Mar-
cia Sutton for all of the help that 
she was able to provide while 
going through some medical is-
sues. She was able to take some of 
the worry away that comes with 
these tough times. Marcia would 
answer any questions, get any ref-
erence numbers needed, and she 
would schedule accommodations 
if needed. Knowing that you can 
count on her is reassuring, and 
the fact that she does this with 
such a caring attitude is refresh-
ing. Th ank you to Marcia and the 
Purchase Referred Care staff  at 
the Health Clinic. Jerry Keller. 

Walking On...






